
War : A 
McMahan’s game

IAN HEDGES, 
News Editor

   On Wednesday, Feb. 
22, Beloit College 
hosted the third 
Annual Keynote 
Address for the Selzer 
Visiting Philosopher 
Jeff  McMahan, 
professor of  
philosophy at Rutgers 
University. According 
to Associate Professor 
of  Philosophy Matt 
Tedesco, the Selzer 
lecture started 
because of  a generous 
donation from a Beloit 
alumnus, John Selzer, 
to strengthen the 
philosophy education 
of  Beloit students. 
“Phil [Shields], Heath 
[Massey] and I decided that the best way to do this would be to invite 
a prominent philosopher to campus for an event each year, to give a 
keynote address and to visit classes,” said Tedesco.
   This year’s visitor, Jeff  McMahan, is noted among philosophers for 
moral considerations, matters of  life, death, the right to fight, self-
defense and war and punishment, which all fall under the umbrella of  
Wednesday’s address topic—just war theory and “What Rights May 
Be Defended by Means of  War.” 
McMahan claims that since the ancient world, war has meant the 

brutal killing of  men and the enslavement of  women and children. 
The aggressors typically wanted territory and conquest. McMahan 
used the term “lesser aggression” to describe many of  the modern day 
conflicts because killing and enslavement are not the aims of  many 
country conflicts. He added that both law and common sense say that 
self-defense is justified and morally necessary in lesser aggression. 
McMahan raised many questions as to what is impermissible in 

war—inflicting harm 
to a large group of  
civilians or combatants’ 
relatives. 
   McMahan then brought 
some unconventional 
thoughts to the crowd. 
He raised the point 
that we as a society 
assume combatants 
are always liable to be 
killed. However, most 
combatants do not 
make contributions 
to the unjust aims of  
their leaders, which 
complicates the general 
worldview that most 
combatants should be 
killed.
   McMahan ended 
his lecture saying 
that the presence of  
full aggression is 
needed because our 
world would have no 
deterrence from lesser 
aggression. McMahan 

cited Margaret Thatcher and her decision to attack Argentina for 
trying to invade the Falkland Islands in 1982. Even though the island 
only had 1,800 people, it still did not justify the 950 total soldiers 
killed and 1,100 soldiers wounded. However, Thatcher decided on this 
action because she wanted to deter smaller powers from making the 
same acts of  lesser aggression. 
   Philosophy major Joe Moran’13 
thought that “McMahan’s words were 
insightful when he was discussing the 
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Student discovers protein, disproves other scientific research

(Continued in Sports, 
page 5)

SEAN LITTLE, Staff Writer

   Late on Tuesday, Feb. 
21 in Mather’s Lounge, an 
interesting conversation took 
place. Evan Mascitti ’12 invited 
the whole campus, including 
quite a few professors, the 
dean of  students and some 
Residential Life employees, 
to a discussion about the 
disconnect between athletes 
and non-athletes on campus. 
Unfortunately, the number of  
non-athletes who showed up 
to the dialogue was very few.
   “I really would have liked 
to see more than a few non-
athletes at the discussion,” 
said Mascitti. “Most students 
at Beloit would agree there 
is a disconnect between non-
athletes and athletes here. 
Certainly there are many 
positive interactions between 
the two student groups, but 
if  you’ve been at Beloit for 
a while it’s obvious there’s a 
misunderstanding and even 
some occasional animosity.” 
   Mascitti is not the only one 
who sees this animosity play 
out on a regular basis. Owen 
Boardman‘14 was one of  the 
two non-athletes to attend 
the discussion. Later, he 
spoke up about the perceived 
animosity.

Why can’t 
we be 

friends?

ARI JACOBS, Staff Writer

   The science departments at Beloit College are not 
nationally renowned for cutting edge Ph.D. level research 
or state-of-the-art technologies. To be sure, they’re not 
minimalists either; the BIOL 291 course, for example, 
taught by Assistant Professor of  Biology Micho Gravis, 
is designed for students to investigate relevant biological 
issues and pursue them independently in the laboratory. 
It’s a useful class for gaining hands-on experience in 
a research environment, and encouraging students to 
make substantial discoveries in the field of  biology. 
   Two weeks ago, Kate Wolf ’13 did just exactly that. 
   A Cellular, Molecular and Integrative Biology 
major and Physics minor, Wolf  has successfully 
detected a protein from unicellular organisms known 
as choanoflagellates. Choanoflagellates are regarded 
as the single-celled organisms most closely related 
to animals, and they may provide insights about the 
evolutionary origins of  multicellular animals from 
their single-celled ancestors.  The protein that Wolf  
recently detected plays a key role in the growth of  
animal cells and has not previously been reported in 
choanoflagellates or other single-celled organisms. 
   Wolf  can now confidently state that this 
discovery may be the “single most significant 
contribution I have ever made to humanity.” 
   Her journey to discovery began this past summer, 
working all day in the lab doing cancer research 
under the tutelage of  Gravis. She was investigating 
the same protein that she recently discovered in 
choanoflagellates, a protein known in the scientific 
community to help cells survive in the face of  cellular 
damage and stress. Wolf ’s job involved analyzing the 
protein’s responsiveness in adverse cellular conditions. 
   At the beginning of  this semester, Gravis decided 
to redirect Wolf ’s research focus away from cancer; 
he inquired whether the same protein could be found 
in choanoflagellates. Gravis’ interest in the oddly 
shaped single cell organisms—“They look like sperm,” 
according to Wolf—stems from a research paper 
recently published by another group of  scientists. The 
researchers failed to find the protein of  interest in one 
species of  choanoflagellates, and then extrapolated their 
findings to conclude that no species of  the unicellular 
organisms would possess it. Gravis was unconvinced. 

   Gravis had good evidence to suspect otherwise. “He’s an 
expert [on the protein],” says Wolf. Gravis had analyzed 
the genome of  a different species of  choanoflagellates 
and decided that the organisms likely contained the 
protein. For biologists, the genome of  an organism is 
its molecular blueprint. It holds the written instructions 
on how to assemble the particular proteins, cells and 
chemicals of  an organism into a synergistic factory of  
life. Analyzing the genome allows scientists to predict the 

microscopic parts produced by particular organisms. 
   Having analyzed the genome of  
choanoflagellates, Gravis knew his species of  
choanoflagellates could assemble the protein 
of  interest. Now he just had to prove it. 
   Wolf  and Gravis embarked on a set of  experiments 
to detect the protein of  interest in a species of  
choanoflagellate that might express their protein. 
First, Wolf  separated the protein by size from 
the thousands of  other proteins produced by 
choanoflagellates. The next step was to obtain 
visible confirmation of  the protein’s existence.  
   Wolf  and Gravis utilized antibodies in the detection 
of  their target protein. Antibodies can be used as highly 
selective probes to precisely detect one specific cellular 
protein out of  thousands (or millions) of  different 
competing proteins.  Using an antibody that detected 
the target protein in cancer cells the previous summer, 
Wolf  attached this antibody to the choanoflagellate 
protein sample and then another antibody on top of  that 
which would generate color upon a chemical reaction.  
    After waiting for the chemical reaction to 
finish, Wolf  returned to find a smidgen of  color 
identifying the protein where she had expected 
it. She was the first person to have ever seen it. 
   Gravis and Wolf  have done more than just 
discover a protein from an organism: they have 
taken a snapshot of  evolution. All organisms 

with a nervous system produce Wolf ’s discovered 
protein, and this protein is known to play an 
especially critical role in brain function in all animals. 
   With results indicating that some species of  
choanoflagellates do in fact produce this protein, 
Gravis and Wolf  have demonstrated that this protein 
originated before the nervous system had yet evolved 
in animals, and indeed before even the simplest 
animals existed in the world.  Gravis and Wolf  
documented a part of  the methodical, evolutionary 
transformation of  single-celled organisms like 
choanoflagellates into the first multicellular 
animals. Ultimately, their results may help scientists 
continue to piece together the evolutionary bridge 
separating unicellular and multicellular organisms.    
   Best of  all, says Wolf, publishing this research may 
help contribute to Beloit’s scientific research program 
receiving the national credit it deserves.

Kate Wolf plays with proteins.
Photo by Henry Werrell

“Wolf can now confidently state that 
this discovery may be the 

‘single most significant contribution I 
have ever made to humanity.’”

Continued in News, page 2
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ARI JACOBS, Staff Writer

   Since 2005, the advent of  social media has resulted in 
profound ramifications for legal systems and legislative 
bodies around the world, says University of  East Anglia 
professor of  Internet and media law Dr. Daithí Mac Síthigh.  
   Hailing from England, Síthigh visited Beloit College last 
Tuesday to discuss how the law encompasses social media outlets 
such as Facebook and Twitter. The departments of  international 
relations, computer science and legal studies hosted the event.  
   Síthigh began the lecture by compartmentalizing the 
relationship between law and media into five categories: 
regulation of  the Internet, 21st century Internet, freedom 
of  speech, privacy of  data protection and intermediaries and 
regulation. The unique relationship between legal systems and 
social media, as described by these five categories, is due in part 
by the Internet users’ sense of  laissez-faire freedom from the law. 
   “You have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods 
of  enforcement we have true reason to fear,” once said John Perry 
Barlow to legislators in his Declaration of  Independence of  
Cyberspace. Síthigh, quoting this passage, cited it as an example 
of  intense anti-regulation and freewheeling sentiments among 

Internet users. The difficulty with regulating the Internet is that 
the services it provides are “offshore,” meaning that it is unclear 
if  a legal entity has jurisdiction over information on web pages.  
   Nonetheless, Síthigh notes that governments have in fact 
become intermediaries between service providers and users on 
the Internet. Tweets involving Holocaust denial, for example, 
are invisible to Internet users in France where laws stringently 
forbid such language, but are visible to users in the U.S. 
Furthermore, this type of  regulation has challenged putatively 
known notions of  freedom of  speech. In a court case known as 
the “Twitter joke trial” in England, a man was convicted and fined 
a sum of  £3,000 for tweeting a facetious airport bomb threat 
to a younger woman, which was caught by the working staff.  
   Cases like these will continue to surface as the Internet becomes 
more mobile through cellular technology. The “pervasive 
Internet,” as Síthigh calls it, is virtually everywhere.  In 2010, 
there were 80 mobile cellular telephone subscriptions per 100 
people. At the same time, adult Internet users have increased 
social media activity from eight percent in 2005 to 65 percent 
in 2011, catalyzed by the compatibility of  the phone with social 
media. According to Síthigh, this trend “has become a mass 
concern for the law.”

CAROLYN STRANSKY, Staff Writer

   Recent vandalism throughout campus served as the focal point 
of  the Beloit Student Congress meeting on Monday Feb. 20. 
Vandalism on campus includes, but is not limited to: paint or chalk 
on the walls or buildings themselves, posters being torn down, 
posters being burned and ripped while 
still hanging and urinating anywhere 
other than a toilet.
   The discussion opened with Alondra 
Olvera’13, BSC president, speaking 
about the removal process for the recent 
tagging (spray paint and chalking). 
This damage puts unnecessary strain 
on staff., and the removal process also 
comes at a price to the residents of  the 
halls affected. 
   Many students brought up that 
having a personal connection to the 
staff  might have students thinking 
twice before vandalizing or destroying 
property—this could be done by having the RAs of  each floor 
hosting a meet and greet with the housekeepers. “Writing on 
the wall was okay when you’re three, but not so much when 
you’re this age. Not to mention that we’re very fortunate to have 
housekeepers,” said Olvera. “Putting a face, name and personality 
to someone who most students don’t even think about…would 
be beneficial.” 
   Associate Dean of  Students and Director of  Residential Life 
John Winkelmann brought up the idea of  alcohol as a contributing 

factor toward the recent vandalism and if  that should be taken into 
account when rethinking the alcohol philosophy. Although many 
nodded at first, it was mentioned that vandalism has occurred in 
Pearsons, Commons and WAC, where not many drunken people 
wander. Another point brought up was that most of  the people 
vandalizing dorms don’t live in that particular dorm. 

   Once the alcohol note simmered 
down, it was mentioned that clubs 
should be required to have a “to be 
removed after …” tag on the bottom 
of  their signs. This would inform 
others when it is acceptable to take 
down those signs and posters and 
replace it with their own. 
   Turning vandalism into a creative 
purpose was the last point brought 
up by students. This alternative 
would be a productive solution 
as opposed to a threatening one. 
Ideas including a graffiti wall like 
the one at Washington University 

in Missouri were discussed. 
    Olvera closed the student forum with a request, “This is a 
whole campus issue. We need to talk about it as a campus, as one 
solidified unit.”  
   After a short break, the business section rounded off  the 
meeting with the Rotaract club being approved for a new banner 
and talk of  the BSC Budget Proposal for the 2012-2013 school 
year, which is now available online through BLink. 
   BSC’s next meeting is tonight.  

BSC Report: (Don’t) vandalize this!

HANA SKOBLOW, Staff Writer 

• Maryland will become the next state to implement marriage 
equality, following in the footsteps of  the recent decision in 
Washington. The bill passed in the house with a 72-67 vote and 
in the senate with a 25-22 vote. Gov. Martin O’Malley has said on 
numerous occasions that he plans on signing the bill; however, the 
bill will probably end up on a November referendum. Opponents 
have collected the signatures necessary for a petition to delay 
the bill until the popular vote, but what will happen then is up to 
Maryland’s citizens.
• No need to keep watching “The Jetsons” (does anyone still 
do that?), the future is here! Google will be launching Android-
powered glasses by the end of  the year. The glasses lens will 
contain a small screen a few inches from the user’s eye with 3G 
power and GPS. While we all want to be able to check out the 
hot new transfer student’s relationship status on Facebook while 
passing him on College Street and definitely can’t wait to see the 
weirdo waving his head back and forth while playing Plants vs. 
Zombies, there are some pretty serious criticisms of  the Android 
glasses. With the increase in collecting information from an 
Internet footprint, what happens if  these glasses allow Google 
to collect information from individuals’ actual footprint, based 
on what they can see? The glasses also have some lesser, though 
creepy implications, such as subtly taking violating pictures during 

a yoga class. Who knew that this is what the future would hold? 
• A 52-year-old man in a black trench coat and maroon tie 
walked into a Denny’s in Madison and declared that he was 
the new general manager effective immediately. He then 
proceeded to make himself  a complimentary cheeseburger with 
a side of  fries and a soft drink. The real manager called the 
police and the man was arrested when they found that he was 
concealing a gun and had a briefcase full of  crackpipes. Figures. 
• Paris Hilton is doing big things again. The woman who 
brought us “That’s hot” and an awkward sex tape is back with 
her new single “Drunk Texting.” Less of  a song and more of  a 
spoken-word piece, “Drunk Texting” begins with the line: “Last 
night I went out to the club to, ya know, dance with my bitches.” 
She also explains how “sexting” is a combination of  the words 
“sex” and “texting.” Thank god, because I was so confused. The 
video was leaked and was immediately taken down, though 
it’s still available on Perez Hilton’s (super boring since he got 
nice) website. Check it out. It’s destined to be an instant classic. 
• The one and only Chris Brown may be facing robbery charges 
from an incident on Feb. 19. Allegedly, Florida fan Christal Spann 
tried to take a picture of  the celebrity on her cell phone while he 
was in his car leaving a club. Reports say that Brown grabbed 
Spann’s phone and said, “Bitch, you ain’t going to put that on no 
website,” rolled up his car window, and drove off  with Spann’s 
phone. No arrest have been made yet, but let’s cross our fingers 
that one will.
•   This past week, Alabama and Virginia saw two anti-abortion 
bills that required women to receive a transvaginal ultrasound 
before receiving an abortion. The Virginia bill was later amended 
to receiving an external ultrasound after Gov. Bob McDonald 
told the legislature that he would not sign the original bill. The 
Alabama version was introduced this week, but it adds that a 
doctor who does not administer an ultrasound before performing 
an abortion could face 10 years in prison and a $15,000 fine. Ala. 
Gov. Robert Benley has not stated whether he supports the bill.

Sources: Huffington Post, Nerve, LA Times, Gawker, Perez Hilton

Facebook, Twitter and the law 
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STEVEN JACKSON, 
Editor-in-Chief

   Last Monday, Peet 
Hall went into an 
indefinite lockdown. 
Now, only ID cards of  
Peet residents will grant 
access to the building. 
This extra security 
measure is in response 
to ongoing vandalism.  
    This month, the 
vandalism incidents 
came to a head. 
Chalking has been an 
ongoing problem, but 
only recently has spray paint become an issue. 
There are several large tags on the exterior and 
interior of  the building, the most prominent 
being a pentagram with “666” emblazoned over 
it. The graffiti is inside near the main entryway.  
   “This is the most serious that I’ve seen 
graffiti in Peet,” said Tom McCarthy, area 

hall director for the ‘64 Hall Complex. 
   Recently, pornographic flyers depicting two 
men having sex were posted in the dormitory. 
The BTYB directed people to an adult website.  
   McCarthy responded to the incidences 
by scheduling building meetingS on Feb. 
8 and 9. Approximately 30 out of  61 Peet 
residents attended. Resident assistants also 
held floor meetings to talk about the issue.  
   McCarthy got a couple of  promising tips 
at the meetings, but after following up, no 
one had come forward to take responsibility.  
   “Then we realized that maybe it’s not 
a Peet resident,” said McCarthy. “I’d 

like to think it’s not a Peet resident.” 
   Amani Edwards, third floor RA, agrees. 
“I don’t think somebody from Peet did it,” 
she said. “We’re a really chill community. 
We get a bad rap, but it’s not as bad as it 
used to be. It’s a cool place to hang out.”   
   After much discussion, the Office of  
Residential Life decided to restrict ID card 
access to residents. The extra measure is 

meant to discourage 
would-be vandals, 
and also “place the 
ownership of  the 
building back on 
Peet residents,” 
said McCarthy. 
   Some are skeptical 
that this will make 
a difference. “I 
don’t think it’ll 
work,” commented 
a resident. “The 
tunnels are still 
open, so people can 
get in from any 
of  the ‘64 halls.” 
   ResLife considered 
blocking off  tunnel 
access as well, but 
decided against it.  
   Residents are 

hoping the tunnels remain open. Two of  
the washers and dryers in Peet are broken, 
and many students use the tunnels to access 
washers and dryers in the other ‘64 halls.  
   There is no set end date for the lockdown. 
“It’s a trial period, to see how things 
change, if  they change,” said McCarthy.  
   Anyone with information regarding the 
Peet vandalism is encouraged to step forward. 
“That would influence how long we kept it 
locked down,” said McCarthy.

Peet on lockdown

Despite cleaning efforts, traces of the vandalous ‘666’ remain on Peet’s wall.
Photo by Steven Jackson

Peet residents only? 
Photo by Steven Jackson

legitimacy of  international law, and was impressed how, as an ethicist, 
McMahan avoided committing himself  to a definite set of  values.” 
   Moran additionally commented that, “McMahan demonstrated how 
adopting a concrete set of  ethical values can be problematic, especially 
when doing so commits people to accept unsavory consequences.”
   However, international relations major Emily Neigel ’12 said that she 
“felt particularly challenged by the idea that states should forgo their 

sovereignty if  the violence that results of  the defense does not justify 
the ends.” She then added, “As an IR major, we talk a lot about state 
sovereignty and I think I have a U.S. indoctrinated bias because U.S. 
collective identity is very important while other parts of  our society are 
extremely individualistic. He argued that for many people, the state is not 
the most important collective and defending that might not be morally 
permissible proportionally to the amount of  people who might die as a 
result. I just don’t see the state who is trying to defend themselves as 
being morally liable.”
   As to why McMahan’s research was pertinent to Beloit College and 
the Selzer Visiting Philosoper program, Tedesco said, “We look for a 
philosopher who has made important contributions to the field, does work 
that connects with the interests of  Beloit students and faculty beyond 
philosophy, we believe will be an engaging visitor with a real interest in 
connecting with undergraduates and does work that is different from the 
previous year’s visitor.” 
   McMahan concluded his lecture with a global proposition. He suggested 
that having a way of  permitting defense for unjust aggression against 
countries is necessary, but also permitting large-scale actions to occur in 
conflicts. This deters other states from pursuing acts of  lesser aggression 
towards other countries. 
    As part of  his invitation to be the Selzer Visiting Philosopher, McMahan 
went to a sociology class, two political science classes and three philosophy 
classes. 

Continued from War: A McMahan’s game on cover

BETH HANSON, News Editor

  On Friday, Feb. 10, the board of  trustees approved 
tenure for five faculty members: Britt Sharringhausen 
in Physics and Astronomy; Ben Newton in Mathematics 
and Computer Science; Scott Espeseth in Art and Art 
History; Beatrice McKenzie in History; and Carla Davis 
in Sociology. This week, Round Table asked them about 
their academic and personal interests.

What’s your main research focus?
Britt Sharringhausen: The Beloit Astronomy Research 
Group (currently me, Michael Crumrine’13, Zoë 
Batson‘14, Sam Storck-Post’12 and Morgan Rehnberg‘12) 
studies the vertical structure of  Saturn’s F ring, and 
structures within the F ring, using observations made 
by the Cassini Spacecraft which is orbiting Saturn right 
now. 
Scott Espeseth: Right now I am making simple, small 
drawings using accessible means, usually a ballpoint 
pen. This could be seen in part as an antidote to a lot 
of  the big-budget, ostentatious art being made right 
now, but it also meshes with my sensibility for images of  
commonplace settings that somehow seem charged with 
a kind of  supernatural presence.
Ben Newton: My research is an area of  math called 
“group theory.” I like it because the entire subject is based 
on three simple rules, but the types of  structures that 
arise from these rules can be beautiful and complex, and 
they show up in a wide variety of  contexts throughout 
mathematics, as well as in chemistry, biology and 
physics.
Carla Davis: Social inequalities (race/ethnicity, gender, 
class).
Beatrice McKenzie: I have two projects underway, a 
study of  changes in U.S. birthright citizenship policy, 
1866-2001, and a project on gender and consular work 
in the twentieth century. 

What’s your favorite class to teach?
BS: Oh, this isn’t a fair question! I love them all for 
different reasons, but probably my favorite is PHYS 
200: Topics in Astronomy, because we can go into 
detail about some astronomical subjects, and the 
subject matter is different every time I teach it. 
SE: Probably ART 200: Printmaking-Etching. Etching 
was my first love as a student, and I get to share that 

experience with my class. Etching is such a magical 
process, and I always feel the students grow by leaps and 
bounds in their image making by having had exposure 
to it.
BN: I hope it’s okay if  I give two favorites: I like teaching 
MATH 215: Abstract Algebra because it relates to 
my area of  specialty, which means that I get to bring 
examples from my own research into my teaching. 
Hopefully, I am able to give my students a sense that 
math is a dynamic and evolving subject area, and not 
something that was completely figured out 400 years 
ago. I have also really enjoyed MATH 103: Cultural 
Approaches to Mathematics, in which we explore various 
ways that math can be used to describe and gain insight 
into cultural traditions. Many of  the cultural topics that 
I cover are things that I did not know a great deal about 
before coming to Beloit, so teaching the course has been 
a wonderful learning experience for me.
CD: Women, Race, & Class.
BM: Whatever one I am in at the moment, especially 
if  students and I have closely read the same 
material and we have a meaningful discussion. My 
favorite teaching activity is reading student papers, 
especially critical reflections that are closely based 
on the text and that are both honest and meaningful. 

What was your favorite teaching moment?
BS: SPOILERS FOR PHYS 130! When we go on to 
the roof  for our first observing lab of  the semester for 
Introduction to Astronomy, there’s a moment when 
people realize that east and west are reversed on maps 
of  the night sky. They go from looking down on the 
map […] to realizing that what they have to do is hold 
the map above them and look *up* at it. It’s just one 
of  many profound shifts in perspective that happen in 
astronomy!
SE: My favorite teaching moments are when a student 
who has been having a real hard time with a problem 
finally “gets it.” Those are some of  the few times when I 
actually feel like I taught somebody something.
BN: Many of  my favorite moments happen long after 
the course has ended. As teachers, we like to think 
that students are getting something good out of  the 
courses that we teach, but it’s sometimes hard to tell at 
the time whether or not this is the case. Some of  my 
most gratifying moments have been the times when I 
have encountered former students who are doing well 
professionally [and] they still remember and continue 
to think about the things they learned and did in my 
classes.
CD: All of  my teaching moments are my favorite.

BM: This one changes by the day, too. But last week 
a prospie dropped by a class accompanied by a parent 
(usually frowned upon, but what could I do at that 
moment, order the parent out?) and caught a class in a 
FABULOUS student-led discussion. 

Favorite Beloit restaurant?
BS: I’m a big fan of  The Rock because they have sweet 
potato fries, which are my favorite.
SE: 615 Club, because of  the pickled herring.
BN: I have a lot of  affection for Neli’s in South Beloit 
(formerly Max’s) since my wife and my son and I meet 
up there regularly for breakfast with a group of  other 
parents and kids. Of  course, having a place like Bushel & 
Peck’s downtown is pretty great, too.
CD: The Bistro.
BM: I love Bushel & Peck’s for its community feel and 
great food. 

Favorite movie? (Book? TV show?)
BS: [TV] Right now, I’m enjoying the heck out of  “The 
Community.”
SE: There are few things that I love in such an unqualified 
way that I want to put them forward as my “favorite.” In 
general I don’t like those kinds of  questions because it 
feels like someone’s trying to put me in a box.
BN: [TV] I have a 2-year-old at home, so right now I’m 
pretty into “Peep and the Big Wide World” on PBS, and 
“The Octonauts” on the Disney Channel.
CD: [Movie] “Ordinary People.” [Book] “An American 
Tragedy” by Theodore Dreiser 
BM: [Book] I have a number of  favorite books and I 
frequently find that the one I am reading becomes my 
new favorite. This year’s favorite is Annette Gordon-
Reed’s “Hemingses of  Monticello: An American Family.”  

Is there anything else that you want to tell the 
Round Table readership?

BS: Keep looking up!
SE: Beloit’s a great school. Be proud of  it.
BN: Beloit collects a lot of  input from current and former 
students in making tenure decisions, so I’m very grateful 
to all of  those who provided feedback. Having the college 
community decide to keep me on permanently is truly 
one of  the greatest honors I have ever received!
CD: Nothing else.
BM: I want to thank the current students at Beloit who 
kept my spirits up through the college’s tenure
decision.

Got tenure?

“Most combatants do not make contributions 
to the unjust aims of their leaders, which 

complicates the general worldview that most 
combatants should be killed.”

Jeff McMahan at the Selzer Keynote Address
Photo by Henry Werrell 
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BRIAN SHOBE, Turtle Tales 
Columnist

   Dustin Haskell’07 came to Beloit 
having little idea about what he wanted 
to do, so he explored math, music, 
theatre, environmental science, and 
politics. By the end of  his first year, he 
imagined himself  becoming a chemist 
fluent in Japanese. What he became 
is entirely different: an assistant state 
public defender.

   What caused this change 
in course? A class on 

constitutional law with professor (now 
provost and dean of  the College) Ann 
Davies. 
   Davies divided her students into 
three groups—appellants, appellees 
and justices—and then assigned 
them to play out an actual upcoming 
Supreme Court case. Haskell and six 
other students ended up justices and 
spent the remainder of  the semester 
collaboratively researching and writing 
the court’s opinion.
   Haskell recalls, “The U.S. Supreme 
Court only takes a case because it’s 
unclear and doesn’t have an answer in 
the first place…So we had to do a lot 
of  grueling, bizarre research and then 
synthesize it all together to come up with 
a workable, coherent solution.”
   It wasn’t easy, but it piqued his interest 
in law. The fact that the real Supreme 
Court’s opinion, released a few months 
later, closely resembled his group’s was 
just icing on the cake.
   Now interested in trying a legal career 

on for size, Haskell took an internship 
with a law firm in Connecticut. He spent 
the summer combing through obscure 
state statutes and remembers feeling 
completely overwhelmed. But he enjoyed 
it, which confirmed his interest in legal 
studies and decision to begin applying to 
law schools.
   Eventually, Haskell was accepted 
into and enrolled at the University of  
Wisconsin–Madison, where he obtained 
his Juris Doctor. From there, he says 
he could have gone into a lucrative 
career in some gigantic law firm, but he 
instead chose his current public defender 
position.
   This is noteworthy because, as state 
employees who only take on clients 
unable to afford an attorney, public 
defenders don’t get paid much. And in 
appeals, where Haskell works, the odds 
are even more stacked against them. “My 
coworkers and I go into this knowing 
we’re going to lose most cases, so we 
have to collaborate, pay close attention 

to detail, pick apart the holes in the 
courts’ opinions, find novel arguments or 
innovative ways to tie cases to precedent, 
and in one way or another, persist in the 
face of  adversity.” 
   So why public defense and not 
something more lucrative? “Giving back 
was a major objective.” 
  That objective, he goes on, was shaped 
by his internships in public service 
settings, with the Neighborhood 
Housing Services of  Beloit (via the Duffy 
Program), the League of  Conservation 
Voters, and Congresswoman Tammy 
Baldwin, as well as the campus 
environment. “[Beloit] was an excellent 
place to foster that desire,” says Haskell.
   And the other Beloit tradition that 
Haskell carries on?
   Ultimate Frisbee. “I’ve become a full-
fledged convert; I’ve got all sorts of  
competitions and teams that I’m playing 
with nowadays. That’s probably the 
tradition that carried on past my Beloit 
years as much as any.”

The Frisbee-throwing public defender

Tu

rtle Tales:

CAROLYN STRANSKY, 
Staff Writer

   As Beloit students, we are constantly 
hearing about the community around 
us. Where we can go for Sunday 
dinner, the best places to get a haircut 
and even how to tackle the drive-thru 
bar. But we often neglect to realize the 
severity of  the community situations 
just outside of  our campus. The 
Hands of  Faith program is here to 
bridge that gap.
   Based out of  St. Thomas Catholic 
Church, the Hands of  Faith program 
extends from the International 
Hospitality Network (IHN), a national 
organization designed to give local 
community members who do not 
have a place to stay, a temporary 
home. The Hands of  Faith program 
in Beloit rotates through 13 different 
congregations; having up to 16 
“guests” stay at each congregation for 
a week. 
   “We call them ‘guests’ because that 
is what they are. They’re our guests 
for the week that they are here,” said 
Dennis Conerton, Hands of  Faith 
coordinator for St. Thomas Parish. 
“We aren’t here to judge, we don’t 
try to fix anything, we don’t ask 
questions. We give them a place to 
stay, and let the rest come up naturally, 
if  at all.” 
   These views and relationships 
between “guests” and “hosts” 
promotes Hands of  Faith’s primary 
mission to change the stereotypes 
of  homelessness. At the beginning 
of  the IHN guide for volunteer 
hosts, it states, “IHN volunteers have 
shown that by working together in a 
Network, religious congregations can 
effectively help homeless families to 
achieve independence”
   Volunteers can be anyone, from 
community members to college 
students. Professor Shawn Gillen’s 
wife and children volunteer, as do 
Beloit students Nico Salas’12 and 
Brooke Kahl’15. 
   “I think it’s a really great 
opportunity,” said Kahl. “The fact that 
I was able to make someone’s day that 
much easier made me feel like I was 
using my time in a much more worthy 
manner than what I typically do as an 
average college student.”
   Although many volunteer as an 
expression of  faith, discussing 
personal beliefs with a guest is 
considered inappropriate. This 
also allows for those who are not 
personally religious to still be 
involved. “I initially got involved 
because part of  my Christian faith is 
about service, so I thought that it is 
really important,” said Salas. “Either 
way though, it’s super rewarding and 
the people are real people. There’s no 
pity. They are normal people who have 
a lot to say and a lot to offer.”  
   Volunteer jobs range from spending 
an hour working dinner preparations 
to spending the evening as an 
overnight host. For more information 
on the program or how you can get 
involved, email Dennis Conerton 
(deconer@att.net) or visit handsoffaith.
net. 

 IAN HEDGES, News Editor

Writer’s note: I have decided to not release the name of  the ministries 
in the area, their exact meeting locations or the real names of  the 
ministry leaders out of  respect for their right to privacy. 

   Earlier this semester, I was given an assignment by an 
anthropology professor to explore outside my comfort zone 
and write field notes about my experience.  Many of  the 
examples included (I’m paraphrasing): shopping at a Hispanic 
grocery store, going to church, receiving a hair cut from an 
African-American hair stylist, or visiting the Marine Corps 
League. However, I felt 
that my identity as an 
out of  the closet gay 
man with Christian ties 
needed to be challenged. 
I wanted to stay true to 
this assignment, so I did 
something that becomes 
a harsh reality for some 
LGBT individuals—I 
tried ex-gay therapy. 
   The ex-gay movement is grounded in the belief  that, through 
God and prayer, one can subside homosexual attractions or 
eliminate them completely. It was started in the 1960s after 
psychoanalytic journals had been publishing for 30 years that 
there was a cure for homosexuality. At the end of  the 1960s, 
fundamentalist Christians began embracing this movement. The 
first Christian ministry to have an ex-gay therapy was Love in 
Action Ministry. The ministry is not regarded as the dominant 
ministry of  the ex-gay movement. Its diminishing capacity 
became evident when former director of  Love in Action, John 
Smid, wrote in a blog two weeks ago, “I’ve never met a man who 
experienced a change from homosexual to heterosexual.” Today, 
the most popular ministry is Exodus International, which has 
a network of  churches across the country that I encountered 
when looking for ex-gay therapy in the surrounding areas of  
Beloit.
    Despite their initial claims in the early 20th century that 
homosexuality was curable, the American Psychological 
Association (APA) has recently spoken up against ex-gay 
therapy. The APA has formally recognized that homosexuality 
is an immutable human characteristic, and that ex-gay therapy is 
potentially harmful to one’s mental health. 

    Luckily, I did not encounter the worst of  the ex-gay 
ministries. Other Beloit students may have encountered worse 
experiences, and I have heard of  emotional and physical abuse 
(including shock therapy) to be common practice in some 
ministries. However, the ministry I encountered was very nice 
and seemed willing to talk to anyone about their “struggles with 
homosexuality.” 
   Several weeks ago, I received a phone call from a woman that 
I had emailed a week earlier. Joan had a very raspy voice. At that 
time, I would have described it nothing less than butch.  She 
asked how she could help me, and all I had to tell her was, “I’m 
struggling.” She said, “Yeahhhh….I understand.” Joan shared a 
small part of  her story, and told me that she struggled with the 

same problem. However, 
she did not get into many 
details. She explained how 
the therapy works. How 
she has organized a group 
for husbands, wives and 
even family members who 
want to understand “the 
problem.” 
   I would eventually not 

use her ministry because they met during my senior seminar, 
but this experience still stood out because she said something 
eerily similar to something that the Alliance or college LGBT 
organizations would say to LGBT college students. Joan said, 
“We need a safe space for people like us.” I thought it was funny 
that they needed the safe space because she was part of  the 
problem that caused many colleges to create LGBT safe spaces 
on their campuses.  
    Since Joan could not help me, she referred me to a couple in 
Rockford and to the Exodus International website for digital 
resources. I called them shortly after I talked to Joan. A man, 
who initially sounded hostile, regrettably informed me that the 
meetings with his ministry in Rockford also meet on Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. He said to not fear, and that he would call me to 
schedule a time that I could sit with several ministry leaders. 
I asked if  there were people who had the same affliction that 
I did. He said, “Yes, there are a few members who have been 
through the process.” I thought this implied that he had not 
been through the process.
    The phone call ended with a mutually joyous tone. I felt weird 
about that. Why did I think they were so nice?

Part II of  this story will be published in the next Round Table. 

Trying to be ex-gay, Part I

Hands of faith

“This experience still stood out because she 
said something eerily similar to something 
the Alliance or college LGBT organizations 

would say.”

APPLE conference 

CAMILLA JACKSON, Contributor

   Becoming aware of  an issue is, as I learned this year, only half  the 
battle. At the end of  January I had the privilege to attend the NCAA 
APPLE conference, which focused on improving student athlete 
wellness and substance abuse prevention. The conference served 
as a venue for student athletes, coaches, training staff, faculty and 
advisors from divisions I, 
II and III. The attendees 
ranged from large 
California schools with 
1,200 student athletes to 
a small, all girls’ school 
from Massachusetts 
with an athletic program 
capped at 90. The student 
athletes’ demographics 
were diverse, and their 
athletic experience ranged 
from being recruited 
their junior year of  high 
school to being a walk-
on. My personal favorite 
was a young woman who 
attended the University 
of  Ohio and was on the 
school’s pistol team (not 
an NCAA recognized 
sport, might I add). 
Nonetheless, each and 
every individual was there with the purpose of  becoming more 
aware of  health and wellness issues surrounding not only student 
athletes, but their entire campus community.  
   To many, statistics are just percentages and numbers that 
represent a population somewhere “out there.” After attending the 
conference, and especially listening to specialist Linda Hancock 
who emphasized that we are all unique genetic snowflakes and thus 
react and respond in different ways to substances, I realized that 
inaccurate information is all too often accepted because it seems 

right. However, there is a distinction between perception and reality. 
Having access to accurate statistics helps us shed light on the truth 
surrounding issues about alcohol, drugs, nutrition, sexual and 
mental health. For the purpose of  summarizing ten plus speakers, 
this is what I want to convey to the Beloit student population:  
  
    1). After consuming alcohol, mental sharpness decreases for up to 
three days. Endurance, work rate and strength are affected for up to 
five days.  
   2). Be aware of  the role of  social media. When posting invitations 
for parties on Facebook, be aware of  the information and incentives 
you write about for attending the party. There are many legal 
liabilities when supplying alcohol or other provisions. Your 
affiliation with the college means that your actions are a reflection 

of  the institution, and you 
become their responsibility.  
   3). Men abuse drugs four 
times more than women. 
   4). Women attempt suicide 
more often than men, while 
men are four times more 
likely to commit suicide. 
   5). In the past six months 
it was believed that most 
student athletes had two to 
three sexual partners, the 
reality is that most had one 
or none. 
   Gossip, exaggerations 
or whatever it may be on a 
college campus, perpetuate 
unhealthy stereotypes. 
This is just a reminder to 
check your sources, your 
information, and look 
to better both your own 
and your peers’ health by 

familiarizing yourself  with accurate statistics.  
   Other resources: 
   1) To check the contents of  your supplements and if  they 
follow NCAA regulation, go to drugfreesport.com for free!  
   2) Hazing video, written and performed by Beloit College 
students:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9mstXbbm-w&feature=youtube_
gdata

L-R: Sean Little, Camilla Jackson, Elizabeth Bartley, Mike Russell, Tom 

McCarthy, and Andrew Weir. Photo courtesy of Camilla Jackson.
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Dear Nibbler, 
   I am interested in getting a f*ck buddy 
at college. I am not too sure how to 
acquire one, much less the manners you 
need to have towards one. Do you have 
any rules like you did with sexile in your 
last column? 
Thank you, 
Horny in Haven 
 
Dear Horny in Haven, 
   I have some f*ck buddy etiquette that I 
gathered from personal experience, from 
peers, and from common manners. I hope 
these serve you well! 
 
How to acquire a f*ck buddy: 
1. If  you feel comfortable, go on dating 
sites and hook-up sites to get casual 
sex from people. A lot of  Beloiters are 
on OkCupid and it is one of  the few 
free dating sites that allows you to be 
bisexual. Sadly, there is no Beloit College 
dating site... Someone should make one! 
On the sites, just list your interests and 
you can outright say you want just a f*ck 
buddy or not. 
2. If  you decide not to do the dating site 
or want to spread your boundaries, just 
talk to people including your close peers. 
You may find someone who wants a fb as 
well and may have similar interests. 
3. As you talk to the person, just state 
your limits and interests. Make sure the 
person will respect you and any rules you 
have for them. 
4. If  you are in a polyamorous or open 
relationship and have rules with your 
partner(s), state them to the potential 
f*ck buddy. Let your partner(s) know 
about the f*ck buddy and encounters you 
have with them, unless you discussed not 
wanting to share that information with 
each other. 
5. If  the f*ck buddy does not have any 
respect for you or for any of  the rules 
you have set, do not go into a f*ck buddy 
relationship with them. Just like with 
sexiling and everything else in life, 
respect and communication are key. 
 
F*ck buddy etiquette: 
1. Respect yourself  and the person. 
2. Communicate all desires, worries, rules, 
and so on. Have open communication 
with whomever else you are having sex 
with. 
3. Sober verbal yes! Consent is sexy! If  
there is no consent, do not continue what 
you were asking consent for. 
4. When you do not want to be f*ck 
buddies with the person anymore, let 
them know. Do not lead them on thinking 
they can still text you for a booty call 
at 1 a.m. When you have just entered 
a monogamous relationship or just do 
not want to have sex in your life at 
that period of  time. Be polite and have 
common manners towards your f*ck 
buddy. 
5. Make sure that everyone is being tested 
regularly for STIs and ask ahead of  time 
if  the person has any STIs or HIV. It is 
perfectly fine to ask for papers from their 
last time they got tested to be extra safe. 
 
F*ck buddies are fun to have if  they are 
right for you. You can experiment with 
them and if  they do not want to do the 
thing you want to experiment with, you 
just move on to something else. You can 
have one f*ck buddy for certain sexual 
acts and maybe one f*ck buddy that you 
just cuddle with the majority of  the time 
and have sex only once in awhile. F*ck 
buddies come in all different shapes, sizes, 
styles; try one on and if  it does not work, 
let them know and find another one! 
 
Drop me a message via email, weberp@beloit.
edu or drop me a message via snail mail, Box 
#1717. Send me your questions, comments, or 
if  you just want to say hello to me!

ELIZABETH CREA, Features Editor
   For a student body that is so concerned with the rights of  
food service workers internationally, I am appalled at how often 
our own college food service staff  is treated with disrespect. 
Why are Commons, DK’s, and Java Joint in a constant state of  
disarray, wasted food, and stickiness? The simple answer here 
is that students are to blame. In order to respect our dedicated 
staff  and to make their jobs easier, simple measures can be taken. 
   The following tips may as well be posted in a Kindergarten 
classroom, but here is a quick list of  the DOs and DON’Ts 
of  food service etiquette, because even adults need reminders 
from time to time:

DO clean up after yourself. No one wants to sit in and/or 
clean up the mess you made.

DO realize that you are using a communal space. Treat your 

surroundings with respect; push in your chair, don’t write on 
furniture, and don’t make straw wrapper confetti for someone 
else to clean up.

DO NOT complain about the food in front of  the staff  that 
prepared it. If  you don’t like it, don’t eat it. However...

DO NOT waste your food. It takes a lot of  time and effort to 
prepare meals, from Pasta! Pasta! Pasta! entrees to your daily 
Beloit Bagel. In fact...

DO NOT waste anything! Napkins, utensils, cups, and the 
like. Do you know how much garbage leaves Pearsons and 
Commons on a daily basis?

   Most important of  all, DO thank the people who are serving 
you! Food service is hard work, and small compliments are 
always appreciated. A simple thank you goes a long way.

Respect workers’ rights by respecting BCDS workers

What should be done
 in Syria?

MATEJ JUNGWIRTH, Contributor

   On Thursday, Feb. 16, the General 
Assembly of  the United Nations approved 
a resolution that has effectively backed 
the Arab League’s effort to cease the 
escalating hostilities in Syria. However 
overwhelming this vote was (137 countries 
for, 12 against and 17 abstaining), it 
is a non-binding declaration that will 
hardly become a turning point in the 
Syrian conflict. A much greater 
opportunity was squandered 
a few weeks earlier when the 
delegates of  Russia and China, 
despite hopes of  the contrary, 
vetoed a potentially much more 
powerful proposal of  the UN 
Security Council. True, both 
countries have been allegedly 
disappointed with the transition 
of  command to NATO in the 
Libyan intervention. But there 
is a more severe underlying 
reason for this defying approach. 
Russians all across the country 
are joining antigovernmental 
protests in numbers unseen 
since the collapse of  Soviet 
Union. And in China, a 
growing number of  provinces 
are challenging the prevailing 
political status quo. Thus, 
both countries are extremely 
wary of  any interpretation of  the 
international law that would allow the 
UN or NATO to intervene in a sovereign 
state for the sake of  its citizen’s lives 
and rights, lest they come under a close 
scrutiny themselves. However, that the 
UN Security Council is semi-paralyzed 
and dysfunctional is nothing new and the 
world should not rely on it exclusively 
in its effort to help the Syrians. 
   Firstly, and most importantly, Bashir 

Assad has to go. By giving direct orders 
to aggressively tackle the originally 
nonviolent uprisings, he has helped to 
escalate the conflict and discredited 
himself  irreparably in the eyes of  
most Syrians. Perhaps inspired by the 
example of  his father, who drowned a 
similar uprising in the blood of  some 
20, 000 citizens about thirty years ago, 
he may as well believe that he could 
suppress the revolt by sheer force. 
The world has to prove him wrong. 
   But certainly not by the massive injection 
of  the arms for the rebels. Even though 
this option has been intensively disputed 
lately, it would, for now, almost certainly 
lead to nothing. Unlike in Libya, there is 
no overarching opposition group in Syria, 

in fact, two rival groups are currently 
claiming the post of  national council.  
Moreover, Syria is extremely fragmented 
both ethnically and religiously. (Which 
is also the reason why most minorities 
are backing the Assad regime--unless 
they get a guarantee of  safety akin to 
that they had enjoyed under the current 
regime from the opposition, they are not 
willing to openly switch sides). Thus, 
the imported arms could well end up as 

a tool for enhanced ethnic retributions. 
Moreover, the professional soldiers/
defectors comprise only part of  the 
rebelling forces, which would require the 
arms importers to secure the training 
too, which may be nearly impossible 
given the current conditions. Another 
proposal, an aerial bombing campaign, 
would not be much more effective. Libya 
was a flat place that was neatly split 
into the rebel east and Quaddafi west 
with only a few major communications 
in between. Syria on the other hand is 
a rocky country and the rebels have no 
permanent hold over larger swathes of  
land. Nevertheless, establishing a no-
fly zone to prevent the Syrian air forces 
from taking part in the suppression 

would make much more sense.  
   For countries willing to 
act against the rising tide of  
atrocities, the best bet for now 
seems a creation of  buffer 
zones along the Turkish-Syrian 
border. Even though Turkey 
seems to have nothing of  it 
for now, Western and Arab 
countries alike should pressure 
it to help create and enforce 
safe zones in adjacent Syrian 
regions that would offer safety 
to civilians and a place where an 
interim transitional government 
could be established. And if  
a stalemate were looming, 
Western countries should 
ultimately properly train 
and arm rebel forces so that 
Assad’s stubbornly violent 
rule might be put to a close.  
   This solution undoubtedly 

carries great risks and difficulties for 
all involved. Nevertheless, between 
the perils of  a direct intervention and 
shamefulness of  watching from afar, this 
might be just the right way to effectively 
support Syrians in their plight. Moreover, 
it would prove the Assad regime wrong 
in their understanding of  the impotence 
of  the international community as a 
green light to launch a kill-all campaign 
against its own people.

MEET: The 
Nibbler 

How to get a f*ck 
buddy

“Firstly, and most importantly, 
Bashir Assad has to go.”

JEREMY CORNELIUS, Staff Writer

    Ever wondered what a day behind the counter at 
Java Joint feels like? Well, you probably haven’t 
considered the recurring poor etiquette often directed at 
the baristas. Many students often take for granted the 
art, the delicacy and the amount of  time prepping the 
proper coffee drink takes for their Java Joint barista. To 
better the consumer/producer relationship a bit, I would 
like to offer a few tips to keep in mind the next time you 
place an order: 

· After approaching the counter early in 
the morning and mumbling an order to the 
barista, don’t get flustered and/or offended 
when they ask for clarification, just politely 
restate the order. 
· If  you order a drink and see the person who 
took your order pick up a cup or post-it note 
and write the specifics down for the barista at 
the espresso machine, don’t then stand at the 
counter and stare at the barista like a hungry 
wolf.
· Especially (!) don’t ask the barista making 
your drink if  your cup is one of  the ten in 
line to be made. If  you saw someone put it up 
there, it will get made, just be patient. It will 
come to you. Get zen about it. 
· There are a few specific items you can only 
get one per person: one Vitamin Water and 
two Tropicana juices. Not one per swipe, one 
per person. Take note. 
· Try to help us out by calculating what you 
have for your swipe. It helps when we have a 
line that wraps around the column, and there 
doesn’t seem to be an end in sight.
· Lastly, be polite to Tina at all times. This is 
most important.

ETIQUETTE

PATRICIA WEBER, Staff Writer
   My name is Patricia Weber. I 
prefer when people use gender 
neutral pronouns when referring 
to me. Ze for he/she, zer for his/
her, and zerself  for himself/
herself. I am the on-campus 
activism chair for the Sexuality 
and Gender Alliance, which is 
known as the Alliance on campus. 
I created the posters on campus 
asking about pronouns. Why 
did I decide this was important 
enough to make posters and write 
a Round Table article?
   Gender identity is how one 
feels about and expresses one’s 
gender. Pronouns are a part 
of  a person’s gender identity. 
Gender is a social construct that 
is defined by characteristics of  
how a person acts, feels, thinks, 
etc. It is a complicated term but 
gender is not to be confused with 
sex, the biology of  the person 
(male, female, intersex). Sex is 
used to describe the genitals one 
has and how their brain functions 
as male/female/intersex. Simple 
definitions just for this article: 
sex is biological and gender is a 
social construct.
   It is important to ask a person 
which pronouns they prefer 
because it represents their 
identity in your speech. Asking 

a person what pronouns they use 
can be the first step in breaking 
the gender binary, the idea that 
everyone is either male or female, 
and the assumptions we have 
of  a person’s gender from first 
meeting. For instance, when 
someone first meets me, they see 
a woman because I have feminine 
features, but the person does not 
know for sure how I feel inside 
with the first glance. They may 
soon start to use female pronouns 
as a result of  the assumption. If  
the person had asked me what 
pronouns I used, I would have told 
them gender neutral pronouns for 
the reasons that I do not want to 
be seen as any gender, but instead 
I want to be viewed as a person. 
My gender tends to be fluid and I 
feel queer on the inside.
   The next time you meet someone 
new, ask them which pronouns 
they prefer. You may meet people 
who do not understand why you 
are asking or may feel insulted, 
but these are few among many 
people who would feel happy that 
you asked that question. It may 
take awhile to break the gender 
binary up but just keep in mind 
that everyone is still learning 
about gender and sexuality and 
breaking socialization is a slow 
process.

Which pronouns do you prefer?

In the Feb 20 2012 issue of the Round Table, Ms. Morgan-Olsen was quoted 

as saying, “It is every citizen’s responsibility to question the validity of laws 
and act in direct contradiction to them if those laws are deemed unjust.” Ms. 

Morgan-Olsen would like to clarify that this sentiment was not in the context 

of No More Deaths’ work but rather in discussion of the organizing strategy 
of civil disobedience, which is not employed by No More Deaths.  Rather, No 
More Deaths relies on an organizing strategy called “civil initiative” which is 

defined as the legal right and ethical responsibility to assist victims of human 
rights violations when the government is the violator.  No More Deaths only 

acts in accordance with the law while asserting the right to provide direct 
humanitarian aid to migrants on the Arizona border.

Just a leetle clarification
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MARK COOGAN & STEVEN JACKSON, Sports 
Editor & Editor-in-Chief

Round Table: What sports do you play?
Travis Towns’12: I play basketball and track and field. I 
throw the javelin and I try to throw the discus. 
RT: You try to throw discus. How successful are 
you? 
T: Not super successful.
RT: What’s your most embarrassing discus story?
T: Well, in competitions you get three chances to throw 
the disc and it only counts if  you keep it in bounds. There 
have been multiple times that I have failed to throw any 
legal discs, which is pretty embarrassing.
RT: What are your majors, or minors at Beloit 
College?
T: My major is economics and management.
RT: Who has been your favorite professor at Beloit 
College, and why?
T: Jerry Gustafson. He has been very influential in my 
entrepreneurship career, and he really motivates me to 
go out and learn by doing.
RT: You have to pick one R. Kelly song to listen to 
for the rest of  your life. What is it?
T: Well that’s a tough one, because I love R. Kelly.  I’m 
trying to remember that one that I really like. You can’t 
fail with “Ignition.” 
RT: Who more inspired your high pony? Jessica Alba 
or Jessica Biel?
T: Jessica Biel.
RT: If  you could have dinner with any three people 
real or fictional, who would they be?
T: Sherlock Holmes, for one. I have a lot of  questions 

about crimes. Two: Abe Lincoln. Number three: Carmen 
San Diego. 
RT: What will you eat at this dinner party?
T: Well it’s gotta be vegan, right?
RT: What advice do you have for short people who 
want to be basketball stars?

T: Well, for one, plyometric exercises help. Number two: 
stilts, if  you can find stilts. Number three: train with 
Jeremy Lin.
RT: What do you like better, basketball or track? 
T: I can’t answer that. I like them equally. 
RT: What do you have more fun doing? Basketball 
or track?
T: This is going to make someone upset if  I answer 
this.
RT: What are you better at, basketball or track?
T: I’m best when I’m a student athlete.
RT: Favorite meal at Commons?
T: I got off  the meal plan last semester so it’s all home 
cookin’ for me now.
RT: If  you could eat anything right now, what would 
it be?
T: I’d eat a whole Palermo’s chicken pizza, or “chicken 
meatza” as I like to call them. 
RT: You get to pick one woman from any time in 
history to go on a date with. Who do you pick? 
T: Jennifer Aniston, without a doubt. Back when she was 
25.
RT: Why?
T: Well she’s very classy, and she would be a great 
mother to my children. So hopefully that one date goes 
really well and we end up building a life together because 
I think she would be great with my children.
RT: What is your lucky number?
T: Do I really have to say my lucky number?
RT:  Travis, what is your lucky number?
T: 13

Know Your Bucs: Travis Towns Edition

MARCH MADNESS 
BRACKET POOL COMING!!!

Attention Beloit College students, faculty and staff: There will be a 
campus-wide March Madness Bracket Pool held this year, sponsored by 
The Round Table. The tournament will be hosted through CBSSports.
com, and is very easy to enter. Since this is the last issue of  The Round 

Table printed before the tournament starts, you will need to check 
bcroundtable.com, The Round Table’s Facebook or Twitter for the 
group name and group password to enter the pool. Selection Sunday 
is the last day of  Spring Break, so all the information you need will be 

posted when you get back. STAY TUNED!

   “I always thought it was interesting how people on campus are engaged 
in the dialogue pertaining to racial and gender equality, but still feel 
comfortable generalizing athletes,” said Boardman. “The problem lies in the 
fact that being an athlete is often considered the most essential part of  an 
athlete’s identity.  I feel as though they are looked at as athletes who are 
students, as opposed to students who are also athletes.” 
   According to Mascitti, that is exactly why this conversation was worth 
having. Fundamentally, all of  us are Beloit College students, whether we 
play sports or draw cartoons. Still, there are commonplace discussions on 
campus that marginalize and generalize student-athletes.
   Not all football players are the same. So, should we feel comfortable judging 
a person by the jersey that he or she wears? 
   Elsa Kendall’14 was the other non-athlete to attend the event. She discussed 
the importance of  acknowledging all marginalized groups on campus
   “It’s not just athletes that are being wrongly ridiculed based on general 
assumptions. It’s important for us to talk about any marginalized group on 
campus,” said Kendall. “I was bummed there weren’t more non-athletes who 
attended the talk because I feel the conversation is more for them than for 
the athletes themselves. It takes two to tango.”
   Athletes aren’t the only ones on campus who are marginalized. However, 
when they are, rarely do people speak up. 
   If  someone claimed that all women are dumb prostitutes who fail all 
their classes, you and I both would put him in his place in a second. But, 
replace women with athletes, and prostitutes with jocks, and do you have the 
same reaction?
   “Student-athletes are regular people just like everyone else. We want 
to contribute positively to Beloit in our own way. Give us a chance!” said 
Mascitti.

Travis Towns’12 has lots of advice for short basketball players 

and is reluctant to share his lucky number.

Photo courtesy of  Travis Towns

NFL Combine 
Breakdown
TOM MELTON, Birthday Boy

 
  The 2012 NFL Combine was held in 
Indianapolis, Ind. this week. Hundreds of  the 
nation’s best football players participated in 
drills, lifted weights and interviewed with all 
32 NFL teams over the course of  the week. 
The combine will be finished on Tuesday, 
but Sunday provided a lot of  entertainment 
because the quarterbacks, running backs 
and wide receivers ran the 40-yard dash and 
participated in other workouts while defensive 
linemen and linebackers participated in the 
bench press.
   There were two particularly electrifying 
performances by the reigning Heisman trophy 
winner Robert Griffin III of  Baylor and 
Stephen Hill, a lesser known wide receiver 
from Georgia Tech. Griffin ran an official 4.41 
40-yard dash time which is extremely fast for 
any player, but particularly for a quarterback 
prospect. In fact, it is the fastest 40-yard dash 
time for any quarterback since Michael Vick 
ran a 4.33 in the 40-yard dash in 2001. Griffin 
is widely considered an elite prospect and 
figures to be a near lock to go in the top three 
selections once the NFL Draft rolls around.
   Hill doesn’t have a Heisman trophy to his 
name like Griffin does but he definitely made 
himself  some money this week, particularly on 
Sunday. He ran a 4.36 40-yard dash which is 
incredibly fast, especially because he measured 
in at six foot four inches, 215 pounds. He also 
looked very good in the “gauntlet” which 
consists of  running the entire length of  the 
field while numerous people throw passes 
to the participant in short succession to test 
their hands, concentration and reaction skills. 
Hill may not go in the first round, but he has 
a lot of  potential thanks to his combination 
of  size, explosiveness and hands. Because he 
played in a triple option offense at Georgia 

Tech he is raw and needs to be developed, 
but plenty of  teams will be intrigued by his 
potential on draft day.
   Michael Floyd, the somewhat controversial 
wide receiver from Notre Dame, also had a 
good workout at the combine. He ran a 4.47 
40-yard dash which was faster than most 
projected him to run and should help boost his 
stock. Floyd, Justin Blackmon of  Oklahoma 
State and Kendall Wright of  Baylor are all 
jockeying for position and all three have a 
chance to be the first wide receiver drafted 
in April, so Floyd’s impressive showing 
was critical for him. Andrew Luck, the 
likely number one pick from Stanford, was 
impressive as well. He ran a 4.67 40-yard dash 
and he measured in at six feet four inches, 234 
pounds.
   Wisconsin favorite Russell Wilson had a good 
showing at the combine as he ran a 4.55 40-
yard dash and inexplicably measured in at five 
feet eleven inches despite measuring in at five 
feet ten and a half  inches at the Senior Bowl 
in January. The former star Northern Illinois 
quarterback Chandler Harnish measured in at 
six feet two inches, 219 pounds and ran a 4.76 
40-yard dash. Those aren’t amazing statistical 
measurements, but he figures to be drafted in 
April despite his lack of  flashy times. 
   Speaking of  flashy times, there were some 
fast 40-yard dash times from the running 
backs this year. The fastest was Lamar Miller 
of  Miami who ran a 4.4 flat, LaMichael James 
of  Oregon ran a 4.45, and despite promising 
me and many other media members that he 
was going to run in the 4.2 range at the Senior 
Bowl, Chris Rainey of  Florida ran a 4.45 in 
the 40-yard dash. 
    There were a few very impressive bench press 
totals. David Molk, a center from Michigan, 
recorded 41 reps of  225 pounds on Saturday, 
and on Sunday Dontari Poe, a defensive tackle 
from Memphis, recorded 44 reps. 
   If  you are interested in more updates on the 
NFL Combine or the rest of  the NFL Draft 
process feel free to follow me on Twitter. Or 
I guess you can just talk to me in person, but 
who does that anymore?

Continued from “Why can’t we be friends?”on cover

MARK COOGAN, Sports Editor

Hey Sports Bro,
Now that Jeremy Lin has finally had a 
bad game, losing to the Miami Heat, 
what on Earth can ESPN report on for 
the next three weeks?
-Sean Little‘14
   Jeremy Lin coming back down to Earth 
was certainly bad news for ESPN, but 
I believe that this only helps them fill 
airtime. If  he had continued to play as 
well as he started, the story would have 
been gotten stale pretty quickly. Now 

that he has faltered a bit, we can 
look forward to at least a week 

of  speculation about how well he and 
Carmelo Anthony can actually play 
together. 
   And don’t forget that the Indianapolis 
Colts are about to make a decision on 
Peyton Manning’s future with the 
team. ESPN will give us all kinds of  
speculation leading up to the decision, 
but it’s not until the decision is made, 
that the speculating can really begin. 
Let’s say they keep Manning, ESPN 
can bring in expert after expert to 
speculate about whether Manning 
can coexist with Stanford quarterback 
Andrew Luck, the Colts’ inevitable 
draft pick. If  they let Manning walk, 
experts can speculate on what team he 
will play for next.
   The thing you have to realize is 
that ESPN is the best of  all the 24-
hour news networks at filling airtime. 
ESPN has shown an incredible ability 
to create and hype any story they 
feel will keep people watching their 

network, even if  their programming is 
filled with speculation, rather than actual 
reporting.

Hey Sports Bro,
With another Oscar night in the books, 
I was wondering what you think the 
best sports movie of  all time is. How 
does “Moneyball,” a 2012 best picture 
nominee, rank on your list?
-Stuboard
   It’s not even in the top five. I haven’t seen 
it yet, but it’s a celebration of  an average 
team that never really accomplished 
anything. After lots of  hard work and 

tough decisions, I’ve decided my top five 
looks like this:
5. “The Fighter”
4. “Hoosiers”
3. “Remember the Titans”
2. “Rocky”
1. “Bull 
Durham”

Hey Sports Bro,
How should I 
feel about Ryan 
Braun? He’s 
supposed to be 
the good guy 
and he doesn’t 
have a huge 
head like Barry 
Bonds or a weird skin-thing like Sammy 
Sosa so...I’m confused. (P.S. How did 
“Major League” not make the cut for 
the last question?)
-Sasha Debevec-McKenney
   There really isn’t a good answer right 
now Sasha. If  you don’t know what Sasha 
is referring to, let me give you a quick 
breakdown. In December, information 
came out that Ryan Braun had tested 
positive for higher than legal testosterone 
levels and would be facing a 50 game 
suspension to start the season. Braun 
immediately started denying the reports 
and any wrongdoing on his part. He 
appealed the suspension and on Thursday, 
Major League Baseball announced that 
Braun had won the appeal and would not 
be suspended. During a press conference 
on Friday, Braun said that the appeal had 
been successful because the proper “chain 

of  custody” of  his urine sample was not 
followed, leading him to believe that the 
sample had been tampered with, resulting 
in a positive test. 
  The whole situation played out as poorly 

as it possibly 
could have. Major 
League Baseball 
looks bad because 
despite their 
recent crackdown 
on steroids, there 
are still obvious 
flaws in the 
system. Braun 
looks bad because 
while he won’t 
have to serve a 

suspension, he certainly doesn’t come out 
looking completely innocent.
   It reminds me of  a TV law drama where 
you know that the suspect committed the 
murder, but the evidence was illegally 
obtained and therefore isn’t admissible. 
The murderer walks free, but his friends, 
family and employers still know he’s a 
murderer and his life is ruined. Meanwhile, 
the justice system looks bad because a 
murderer is back out on the streets. 
   So, Sasha, I guess what I’m saying is, 
think of  Ryan Braun as someone who got 
away with murder on a technicality.
   And I love “Major League.” I watch 
it every year before the baseball season 
starts. But the movies I listed are better. 
Trust me.
   Have a question for the Sports Bro? Disagree 

with his top five sports movies? Send an email 

to cooganm@beloit.edu.

SPORTS 
BRO’S 
INBOX “ESPN has shown an incredible 

ability to create and hype any 
story they feel will keep people 
watching their network, even if 
their programming is filled with 
speculation, rather than actual 

reporting.”



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 27 February 2012ISSUE 5 VOLUME 202

Sunday supper
SPENCER H. BIBLE, Arts$Entertainment 
Editor

   The thermostat is at 55 degrees, but it’s hot 
in the Bam Sass Daddy kitchen.
   “86 pulled pork!” Ben Siebert’12 shouts over 
the sound of  meat sizzling in pans.
   “86 pulled pork!” Nate Fann’12 relays to the 
next room. Aman Bharti’12 takes note. He’s 
sitting at a table surrounded by paper bags 
and styrofoam cups. His ear is glued to a cell 
phone as he writes down an order 
and calculates the bill. It seems the 
3 a.m. pulled pork sandwich (placed 
in the oven the night before and 
slow roasted for twelve hours) is a 
popular choice.
    “That’ll be about a half  hour,” 
Bharti says and hangs up. It’s less 
than five minutes before the phone 
starts vibrating again. “Thank you 
for calling Bam Sass Daddy.”
   The place smells amazing. If  a rose 
by any other name smells just as 
sweet, then these shouldn’t be called 
sandwiches. I’ve had sandwiches. 
These are something better.
   Fann pulls a baking sheet out of  
the oven. On top of  a layer of  tinfoil 
sit four 3 a.m.’s, cheddar cheese 
melted to perfection and grilled 
onions curled around the strings of  
meat.
   “Hot plate!” Fann yells as he 
navigates around Zoe Gahan’13 and 
puts the platter down on the table. 
There’s a lot of  communication 
in the kitchen as Siebert, Gahan, 
and Fann yell over a stereo blasting Dave 
Matthews Band.
   “We broil all of  our sandwiches,” Seibert say 
as he catches me eyeing Fann brush each one 
with ample amounts of  barbeque sauce.
   Bam Sass Daddy opened last semester on 
Nov 13. It’s an idea that Siebert, head chef  
and CEO, had been kicking around for a 
while. “Eventually I got off  my lazy ass and 
did something,” he says. The business has 
been delivering food to students nearly every 
Sunday since. It’s the type of  rib-sticking, 
guilty pleasure cuisine that makes you want 
more. Siebert grew up working at restaurants 
but most of  his expertise comes from watching 
his family. You can tell that the food offered 

is what Seibert would like to eat. There’s 
an obvious pleasure he gets from cooking. 
“Tomato, pesto, mozzarella, bacon. That’s how 
you make a grilled cheese b*tch!” Siebert yells 
to no one in particular, himself  maybe.
   In late October, Siebert and Bharti made the 
initial investment for pans, utensils, knives, 
cleaning supplies, textiles and the first batch of  
food. Bharti is the CFO and head of  customer 
relations. He answers the phones, takes the 
orders and keeps track of  the finances. Fann 
was brought in as a kitchen assistant and 
sandwich artist when they realized the extent 
of  the demand. “We usually sell fifty to sixty 
sandwiches a week,” Bharti says as writes 
down an order for Joe Moran’13. Those are 
typically grouped into twenty-five to thirty 

deliveries, since most people don’t eat alone, 
and those who do sometimes want two. Bharti 
keeps track of  all the paper. 
   Across from him Kei Ishii’12 looks up a 
customer on FACES @ Beloit. He often assists 
with the office work and deliveries. “We’re 
trying to get to know our client base better,” 
Ishii says. “It’s cool to recognize our customers 
around campus.”
   “Californication” by the Red Hot Chili Peppers 
starts to play. “F*ck yes,” Matt Siebert’15, 
Ben’s younger brother and Bam Sass delivery 
man, says as he warms up in the kitchen.
   The staff  consists of  six people: two chefs, 
two delivery men, one floater, and one office 
manager. “Last semester was a lot of  market 
research and putting the system together,” 

says Bharti. It appears they’ve figured it out. 
The delivery men cycle in and out of  the office, 
picking up bags of  steaming food. The kitchen 
turns out an order every ten minutes. There’s 
a definite rhythm to the production.
   Siebert starts working on Moran’s sandwich, 
beating some eggs and preparing the breading. 
Repeat customers get special treatment if  they 
call at the right time. Theta Pi Gamma orders 
every week, so they get some special attention. 
“Theta loves Bam Sass” Fann says as he wraps 
a Best-o-Pesto (Roasted Chicken, provolone, 
roasted red peppers, tomato, red onions and 
basil pesto toasted on ciabatta) in two layers 
of  tinfoil.
   The Moran-wich looks like quite an 
accomplishment. Each slice of  bread is close 

to seven inches long, and 
Seibert piles it high with 
provolone and cheddar, 
all kinds of  veggies, and 
four thick pieces of  fried 
eggplant. It’s weighty, 
and the foil mists over 
once it’s been wrapped.
   Someone is there to 
take it away. “Keep it 
hot,” Siebert says as he 
turns back to the stove.
   Menu items change 
weekly except for their 
cornerstone soups and 
sandwiches. The fryer 
special (including deep 
fried pickles and sweet 
potato fries) is different 
every week. They’re 
always thinking of  new 
ways to improve the 
menu. 
   “Deep fried chili balls,” 
Siebert says with a smile. 
“You freeze chili in ice 
trays, batter it and deep 

fry it, put it on a sandwich with Fritos, cheese 
and sour cream.”
   “I would like to see more vegetarian options,” 
says Fann.
   Bam Sass has also begun to cater special 
events and weekly meetings, including the 
senior creative writing workshop, and the 
CELEB student entrepreneurship meeting. 
“We would love to get more staff  events,” says 
Bharti.
   Siebert starts making me a sandwich. “I don’t 
know what I’m going to do after college, but 
I’ve been in the restaurant business for a while. 
This is f*cking fun. We want people to like it 
and I think they do.”
   I eat on the walk home. It’s not the type of  
thing you can wait to sit down for.

WBCR Show of the week:  
Laughin’ & Clownin’

JEREMY CORNELIUS & BETHANY KOSMICKI,
Staff Writer & Contributor
   Senior WBCR veterans Jeremy Cornelius and Bethany Kosmicki, better 
known as JerBear and B-Koz, team up for their weekly one-hour show 
“Laughin’ and Clownin” on Mondays at 5:00! You’ll hear plenty of  new 
music such as The Dum Dum Girls or Tennis, plus a plethora of  oldies and 
goodies, and plenty of  silly anecdotes to start your week off  right to keep 
you smiling through the spring semester. You won’t want to miss this quirky 
coupling of  groovy tunes and whimsical banter! Be there or be, well, you 
know. You’ll wanna catch this power hour of  divine decadence before these 
two crazy cats graduate! Grab a drink or stir up a cocktail and play a game 
to the songs or drink to how many times we start giggling uncontrollably: 
tune in, call in, drop in, whatever you want. LUSH LYFE, SENIOR YEAR! 
BE THERE. TAKE SHOTS, (Of  milk of  course... come on, it’s Monday, 
sheesh). It’s all downhill from here, kids. 

LIZZI BELMONT, Design Editor 
 
  As I waited in line before the doors opened to “Pretty Theft” someone 
asked “What is this play about again?”  
  “Something about dancers I think?” Sure enough, as soon as I entered the 
theater, I was greeted by the sight of  four dancers clad in sepia leotards, 
stretching and preparing their bodies for the show. A little after 7:00 p.m., 
the dancers suddenly announced that the play was starting, going through 
the regularities of  “no recording or photography” and entreating the 
audience to enjoy the show.  
  I did. The play centers around the story of  Allegra, (Julia Helmeid’15) a 
high school senior who begins to work at a non-descript group home for 
the mentally disabled. The characters invite you into her life, exposing 
her interactions with friends, family and a specific patient at the home. the 
audience is introduced to Joe, (Michael Kreiser’13) Allegra’s main charge, 
and his love of  ballerinas. Dancers appear throughout the story, always 
barefoot, and often in the background. The 31 scenes in total amount 
to many transitions, allowing the audience and actors to “explore the 
connections between them,” as Director John Kauffman, (Professor of  
TDMS) explained.  
 The actors’ performances are absolutely seductive. Alen Keric’14 is 
stunning, his performance increasing in beauty throughout the show. The 
audience is consistently engaged, aided in part by the seemingly unrelated 
vignettes sprinkled throughout the play. “Pretty Theft” keeps you in a state 
of  constant suspense.
   I was riveted, the 90 minutes flying by in no time. It’s not often that 
art conjures a physical response in me, but I found myself  regularly 
grabbing and squeezing my friend’s arm as doubt, apprehension, and finally 
understanding flooded through my mind. 
   Kauffman offered this about the show: “It’s very theatrical. Often plays 
get to a point where it feels like you’re watching a movie. This would make 
a crappy movie, but it works great as a play.” This statement rings true, as 
the ensemble constantly remain on stage, adding layers to the performance 
conducive only to the theater. The off-kilter checkerboard sets, flourescent 
lighting and suggestive costumes complemented the superb acting. “It’s 
a bit of  a puzzle,” centering around “putting beauty into boxes,” said 
Kauffman. In the small box of  Kresge theater, the show is a hypnotic event 
that everyone on  campus should experience.

Pretty Theft touched meWBCR seniors
ELIZABETH CREA, Features Editor

   WBCR has been a major part of  many students' 
college experience. These fourth-year radio veterans 
share information about their current program(s) 
and some of  their favorite memories.
   Emma Ammirati & Megan O'Doherty – on 
air since Fall 2011
   Airing Sundays from 7 to 8 p.m. The Lady 
Detective Rosalind Albright show has a mystery 
theme, highlighting skewed versions 
of  the Sherlock Holmes detective 
stories. 
   One of  our best shows 
was when students 
dialed in questions 
for Albright and 
Fletcher. The 
questions ranged 
from determining 
sterility to 
determining when 
your boyfriend is 
actually cheating 
on you. Seeing 
as Rosalind and 
Margaret are not 
exactly from this 
century, the answers 
were unexpected.
   Louis Bruneau-

co-hosting from 
Fall 2008-Fall 2009; solo/
collaborative show host since Fall 2010 
Airing at Fridays at 10 p.m., Beyond 
Unknown Pleasures and plays Black/Death 
Metal/Noise/Power Electronics/Jazz.  
Radio is the future! Seriously, how else are you 
supposed to contact the outside world after 
nuclear holocaust?
   Karin Carlson - on air since Spring 2009
Wednesdays 8 p.m., The Log Show plays New 
music/what's on my iPod, and Thursdays 10 
PM, Mr. Lady Presents with Jeremy Cornelius 
focuses on riot grrl/feminist issues.
   I've learned how rewarding and difficult it can 
be trying to coordinate fifty to sixty students, 
what its like to be part of  something that's 
been around for over 100 years. Every struggle 

WBCR is going through currently has been 
addressed at least three times and it always worked 
out.
   Elizabeth Crea - on air since Spring 2009
Sundays at 6 p.m. is Flower Power Hour and 
starting in March, Mondays at 4 p.m. is The 
Bubble, Beloit College talk radio. 
FPH is my hippie/classic rock/soul/oldies 
program that has attracted many loyal fans over 
the past three years. The Bubble is my special 
project, a talk radio program which will focus 
on a different campus issue each week. 
WBCR has been one of  the most positive 

experiences for me over the past four years. 
Where else can you have complete 

control broadcasting your own 
show into the world? I also 

like going through the 
record collection in the 
back room, there's a 
lot of  history in that 
studio. 
   Janice Geis - on 
air since Spring 2009 
On Sundays at 8 p.m. 
you can jam out on 
SCISSOR YOUR 
FACE hosted by Eric 

Hetland and myself. 
We like to keep it real, so 

we play everything from 
Prince to Barry Manilow 

to the Harry Potter theme 
song. 

My favorite memory of  WBCR 
would have to be Spring 2010, when 

there was a blizzard in the middle of  the night... 
Eric and I braved the cold to get to the studio. 
By the time we finished, there were mounds 
among mounds of  snow!
   Bebe “DJ Bebe Gunn” Santa-Wood - 
on air since Fall 2008 “Sweetheart of  the 
Radio” program airs Tuesdays at 9 p.m. I play 
everything from 1960s garage to 70s punk, to 
McDonald’s commercials, generally weirdo left-
of-center stuff. Things to fist-pump and dance 
to. I like the anonymity of  your voice going 
out there into the unknown, and somewhere 
someone’s listening. Hopefully a trucker. I like 
dancing in the studio, except one time I fell off  
the chair. I blame the wheels.

“’Buckling the 
swash’, as they call 
it.” – Andras Boros-
Kazai

“So I acquired 
several boxes of  
oranges, a couple 
quarts of  vodka, and 
a few hypodermic 
needles.” 
– Andras Boros-
Kazai

“I am Queen Linda!” 
– Linda Sturtz

“We have jettisoned 
the empirical 
baby out with the 
bathwater.” 
– Linda Sturtz

“Thou shalt not 
sully the White 
House bedroom 
with kinky sex.”  – 
Tom McBride

“I have a hand in a 
bag. Does anyone 
want a hand in a 
bag?” 
– Chris Johnson

“We just need to 
know where our 
class is going with 
terrorism.” 
– Yaffa Grossman

CIRCLEJERK
Spencer H. Bible & Eric Magnuson

OOCPQ

March 1, 2, & 3, 
2012 at 8 p.m.
Kresge Theatre

From left to right: Nate Fann, Aman 
Bharti, Ben Siebert
   Photo by Henry Werrell
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Hats 
off, 
F*ck 
off

Hats off, F*ck off Sponsored by:

Join us for delicious coffee, 

sandwiches, soup and more!

Don’t forget to check out Tuesday 
Night Movie Night and Wednesday 

Night Scrabble & Board Game Night!

Do you like 
books? Writing? 

Reading? 
What about 
time travel or 
costume parties?

 If you answered 
yes to any of 
those questions, 

you should sashay over to the WAC South Lounge 
on Friday, March 16th at 7.30 pm for Pocket Lint’s 
annual Literary Ball and alumni issue release party! 

Attend as a favorite literary figure (all the cool 
kids will be) and class it up with fellow logophiles. 
The evening’s theme is time travel, interpret it as 

you will. Food and beverages will be provided.

Pocket Lint Presents:

Sunday special this week: 

Food!
 Every Thursday Night is Trivia 
Night from 7 - 9 p.m. Bring or 
join a team and win prizes!

Fish Fry Fridays! Every Friday 
from 4:30 - 9ish p.m.

Every Sunday: $1 bottomless 
cups of coffee

bushel & pecks

DEADLINES TO KNOW
for Summer Internships and Funding:

Registered Internships:
-Spring 2012 (All) Deadline - March 21

-Summer Enrolled Academic Credit  Deadline - June 1
-Summer Registered Non-Credit Deadline - June 15
(Must register by the internship start date or these dates, 

whichever date is sooner)

LAPC Fellowships:
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 4:30 p.m

OIE FELLOWSHPS:
Monday, March 12, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

For more information see:
Internships: 

http://www.beloit.edu/lapc/internships/

LAPC Grants: 

www.beloit.edu/lapc/funding/beloitonly/

OIE Grants: 

beloit.edu/oie/off_campus/financing/projects_break/grants_breaks/

Hats off to 

the men’s sauna 
being open again. See you there, 
boiz! ;)

F*ck off to the person who left 

their bike locked to the pole in the 

French House basement during the 
MasqueRave. There is a bike room 20 
feet from that pole. And yes, we tried 
to break open your lock; deal with it.

Hats off to invite-only parties. 
Maybe if the freshmen wouldn’t get 
quite so freaky, they’d be invited, too. 

F*ck off to the drunk, naked girls 
who accosted my pizza delivery man 
on Saturday night. He was like 16 
years old and not all guys like that 
sh*t. 

Hats off to everybody grinding at 
the Sig Chi party for entertaining the 
sh*t out of me. Have fun washing the 
ejaculate out of your Dockers. 

F*ck off to the post-ravioli-fest-
poops.

Hats off to the Monmouth student-
athletes I overheard discussing 
whether it was Nixon or JFK who was 

assassinated. You make me so happy 
that I go to Beloit. 

F*ck off to everybody who still 
thinks they’re too good for Twitter; you 
aren’t. If @MainstreamBC can do it, so 
can you. 

Hats off to Viola Davis for wearing 
her hair natural to the Oscars. I’m not 
tryna get all sentimental and sh*t, 
but kinks and curls are beautiful and 

I’m proud of you for showing America 
that afros look good on the red carpet 
(even though “The Help” was kind of 

racist, but whatever). 

F*ck off to Madison. I’m too 
broke and you have too many 
bars. 

F*ck off to Viola Davis for almost 
making me cry while writing hats 
off/f*ck off.  

Hats off to the band at C-Haus on 
Friday for giving me a cigarette. Sorry 
you weren’t able to come to my house 
afterwards. Also, sorry for drunkenly 
inviting you to my house.

F*ck off to people who don’t wipe 
their feet before entering buildings. It’s 
disrespectful to the facilities and the 

people who work to maintain them. 

Hats off to Leap Day, because, in 

the wise words of Leap Day William: 
REAL LIFE IS FOR MARCH.

Hats off to impromptu stand-up at 
C-Haus open mic; it was the first time 
but it will not be the last. 

F*ck off to seeing old hookups at 
the gym. You already saw me naked, 
do you really need to see me at my 

worst?

Hats off to the Terrarium for not 
just being a one-day stand. I know 
this might be a little too early in our 
relationship but I can see myself 

raising your children. 

F*ck off to not having enough 
Whitney Houston this weekend. We 
made a decree, Beloit. Step up your 
game.

Hats off to Christopher Reimer. I’ve 
ripped you off more than I’ve ripped 
off any other musician. RIP. 

F*ck off to the ID checker at French 

House for not letting me in. We’ve 
had two classes together. Can you stop 
following the rules and doing your job?

Hats off to all you filthy animals—
you will make it through this week, 
slowly but surely, and spring break will 
be there waiting for you.

New E‐zine: Queerzilla!
What’s a zine, you might ask?  It is a do‐it‐yourself publica=on focusing on subcul‐

tural art. 

We offer a call For Submissions (anything from art to wri=ng) for First Issue: In a 
Feminist and Queer Time and Place  (Spring 2012)

Students in the Women’s and Gender Studies Program at Beloit College are ini=at‐
ing a new e‐zine. We welcome submissions of poetry, prose and ar=s=c works 

from the en=re Beloit community.  Students, staff, alumni, faculty and friends are 
invited to submit on the theme of “Feminist and Queer Pasts.” By feminist and 

queer pasts, we imply a range of topics including, but not limited to:

A feminist of the past who has inspired you, placing yourself as a feminist or 
queer‐iden=fied individual from the past to the present, feminisms and/or queer 
iden=ty located in a specific =me and place, places you have been as a feminist or 
queer‐iden=fied individual and where you are going, a review of a feminist and/or 
queer book that has inspired you, moving portrayals of feminism and queerness in 

popular culture.

Submit by March 16. Please limit to between 500‐700 words or a maximum of 3 
images. Email electronic submissions to cornelij@beloit.edu or hard copies to box 

# 1797.

If you would like to help with edi=ng and assembling the zine, please email Jeremy 
Cornelius cornelij@beloit.edu.


