
OUSIA WHITAKER-DEVAULT & BENJAMIN 
SERCOMBE, Contributors  

   For those of  you who haven’t tuned in on Beloit’s epicenter of  
political commentary, Facebook provided a recent controversy 
involving human rights from BelFAST funding. Five Beloit 
Peace and Justice members received $1,950 the Belfast as part 
of  the No More Deaths alternative spring break program 
in Arizona which seeks to end fatalities and suffering among 
those crossing the US/Mexico border. In the original status 
that caused the uproar, some Beloit College students originally 
addressed the problematic nature in aiding immigrants and 
then later centralized their arguments around expediting 
expensive BelFAST proposals and the lack of  involvement 
in the greater Beloit area. We were disturbed by some thinly-
veiled anti-immigrant opinions and the naiveté expressed 
online and on campus and hope to shed some light on the 
issues that were discussed as well as explain the importance 
of  the work we will be doing. We live in a town with a very 
high Latino population (17%), have undocumented students on 
campus and live in a state that is implementing increasingly 
anti-immigrant legislation, so this topic is especially relevant.  
   A large number of  Mexicans live in extreme poverty, which can 
be linked to trade agreements with the U.S. like NAFTA. Since 
there are very limited routes to legal residency in the United 
States, most have to break the law in order to come here. However, 
their crime is not a malicious one, but one necessary for survival.   
   The enormous wall built along the southern border blocks the 
safer routes and funnels people into the 
most dangerous parts of  the desert, 
often to their demise. The strategic 
placement of  the divider is meant to 
deter people from attempting to enter 
the country illegally, but it simply does 
not work. What it does is put migrants 
in more danger and ultimately 
contributes to the hundreds of  deaths 
that occur annually in the desert.  
   Since Oct. 2011, 45 people have 
been found dead in the Sonoran 
desert, one of  the most brutal and 
dangerous terrains that exists on 
the continent. Most only carry 
enough water for one or two days, 
when the trip can take weeks, with 
temperatures in some seasons reaching 

135 degrees (F) in the day and 32 degrees at night.  
   If  migrants survive and make it to Arizona, they are faced with 
dangers of  a different variety. In recent years, under conservative 
leadership, Arizona has passed some of  the most radical anti-
immigrant laws in our nations history, making it incredibly 
hard for documented Latinos and people of  color to exist in 
the state. Other states, including Wisconsin, are modeling bills 
off  of  Arizona’s xenophobic laws such as the infamous SB1070.  
   Instead of  spending billions fortifying the border in 
superficial ways that do not slow the flow of  humans and 
drugs into our country, our government should invest in the 
Mexican economy. Until this happens, the flow of  immigrants 
will not stop, and it is our obligation to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis that is occurring on this side of  the border.  
   The Tucson-based organization No More Deaths/No Más 
Muertes works on the ground in the desert as well as in the 
community to prevent deaths and to protect fundamental rights 
of  humans in Arizona. They set up aid stations in the desert 
and patrol remote paths where they provide water, clothing 
and medical attention to migrants in need. They work against 
legislation that prevents immigrants and children of  immigrants 
from having access to health care, education, and other public 
services. In addition, they create networks of  neighbors and 
business owners in the community who will be supportive 
of  families who might have a family member deported and 
need help continuing their lives or providing for themselves. 
Along with other NGOs in the Tucson area, No More Deaths 
is a lifeline and salvation for many families and individuals.  
   Although Beloit students will not be engaging in illegal activity, 

it is important to think about 
some ways that volunteers 
have been challenged legally 
and the implications of  laws 
that prevent humanitarian 
aid. The state of  Arizona has 
responded to organizations 
like No More Deaths’ work in 
disturbing ways. Activists have 
been charged for littering when 
putting out life-saving water 
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   The U.S. Census is an annual self-identification 
report instituted by the Federal Government in 
1790. While the Census’ mission is “to serve as the 
leading source of  quality data about the nation’s 
people and economy,” the Census also reflects 
immigration patterns and the subsequent ethnic 
conflict. This timeline will show how people have 
“self-identified” over the past 220 years. 

1790:  Categories for free White male, free White 
female, free non-White person, or slave.

1820: Free White male, free White female, other 
free individual, slave, foreigner not naturalized, 
and free “colored” person.

1830: Free White male, free White female, other 
free individual, slave, foreigner not naturalized, 
white foreigner not naturalized, and free “colored” 
person.

1850: Two forms are created: one for slaves and 
one for free people. The free person form has an 
option for White, Black and Mulatto. The slave 
form has an option for Black and Mulatto.

1870: The form adds an option for Chinese and 
American Indians.

1890: The form adds more options for Asian and 
American Indian groups. 

1900: The term Mulatto is removed. American 
Indians are given a separate form to identify 
themselves more specifically.

1910: The term Mulatto returns. The form adds 
an “other races” option. Also asks American Indians 
to specify their percentage of  White, Black and 
American Indian backgrounds on a separate form.

1920: The form adds Hindu, Korean and 
Filipino.

1930: “One-drop rule” is enforced and the Mulatto 
category is removed for good. All persons with 
Black ancestry are instructed to define as “Negro.” 
Persons of  other minorities are instructed to 
identify by the race of  his or her father. Persons 
of  American Indian ancestry are to identify as 
Indian unless he “is accepted as White within his 
community.” The term Mexican is listed for the 
first and last time. Up until 1930, all Mexican 
Americans identified as White. 

1940: The Mexican category is removed and 
people of  Mexican descent are instructed to 
identify as White again. Category added for 
“White with Spanish mother tongue.” 

1950: Hindu and Korean categories are 
removed.

1960: The form changed “Indian” to American 
Indian. Added categories for Hawaiian, part-
Hawaiian, Aluet and Eskimo. The “Other” race 
option is removed.

1970: “Negro or Black”, Korean added to the 
Census and the “Other” race option returns.

1980:  Options added for Vietnamese, Indian, 
Guamanian, Samoan and Aleut. 

1990: All those who chose the “Other” race option 
and wrote in “Black-White” are automatically 
moved to the “Black” category. All those who 
wrote in “White-Black” are automatically moved 
to the “White” category.

2000:  Categories change to White, Black or 
African American, American Indian and Alaska 
Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, 
and Hispanic or Latino.

   Since the Census was created, biologists have 
discovered that the racial categories we have been 
using to define one another are, by all extents and 
purposes, scientifically misconstrued. Humans are 
technically all part of  the same race, although 
we continue to use racial categories to define one 
another aesthetically.  The terminology used in the 
U.S. Census will continue to evolve to reflect the 
changing perceptions of  race in the United States 
and the immigration trends of  the time. 

History of the 
U.S. Census
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ERIC HETLAND, Contributor

   “Dude, go f*ck yourself.” This was 
posted by a Beloit College student as 
the sixtieth comment on a Facebook 
status that I put up on Monday night. 
   At BelFAST the previous night, the 
Peace and Justice Club put forward a 
proposal requesting nearly $2,000 to 
cover the transportation costs for five 
students to fly to Arizona for spring 
break in order to volunteer for the 
“No More Deaths” organization. They 
would be learning more about our 
broken immigration system, as well as 
providing water and medical care to those 
crossing the Mexico/Arizona border.  
   These students motioned for the time 
requirements to be waived so as to vote 
on the proposal that night, as opposed 
to the following week. The motion and 
proposal were passed overwhelmingly 
by approximately 25 students. Upon 
learning about this, I became quite 
irritated with how this was rushed 
through without the chance for campus-
wide discussion. In my haste, I posted 
a Facebook status that stated: “Did my 
student activities fees really help pay for 
five plane tickets so students could hand 
out water bottles to illegal immigrants 

as they crossed the Mexico/Arizona 
border? I consider myself  pretty liberal 
and yet find this upsetting.” This 
implied that I did not think the cause 
was worthwhile.  Sixty comments, both 
in support and opposition, followed. 
   My inappropriate use of  the term 
“illegal immigrant” came across as 
dehumanizing, xenophobic and oozing 
with white privilege and made me 
appear as such. I believe that our 
immigration system needs great 
reform and I care deeply about and 
support the humanitarian aid being 
supplied in that region. Still, my words 
and the subsequent conversation led 
to many individuals on this campus 
feeling alienated and offended. No 
person on this campus deserves to 
feel that way and therefore I apologize 
to all those negatively affected.    
   However, the Peace and Justice’s 
proposal should not have been 
approved. It is not the cause that I 
disagreed with, but rather the funds-
to-student ratio and the process with 
which it was expedited. Spending 

nearly $2,000 for five students’ 
transportation to a potentially 
dangerous environment is not 
an appropriate use of  funds. 
That is far too much money 
for only five students directly 
involved. There is well over 
$2,000 worth of  good that can 
be done locally that can directly 
involve more than five students.  
   I disagree with the haste and 
process in which this proposal 
was approved. The BelFAST 
time requirements allow 
for our club/organization 
representatives to make more 

informed votes in a representative 
manner the following week, especially 
for expensive proposals such as this one. 
Clubs should plan ahead and submit the 
proposal a week prior in order to avoid this.  
   This proposal was controversial. Some 
say that humanitarian assistance should 
be non-controversial. That is not the 
point. The point I am trying to highlight 
is whether or not this is an appropriate 
use of  student funds. To assume 
no opposition and thereby approve 
a proposal in one night completely 
disregards other students’ views. We 
cannot dismiss conflicting views because 
it is convenient. We are better than that.  
   What did this whole situation tell 
us about our student culture? Does 
expressing one’s opinion ever warrant 
personal attacks?  Is this campus 
stiflingly liberal in thought and 
discourse? Although I know I learned a 
great deal about the power of  language 
and thinking 

Humanitarian aid is never a crime: 
In defense of the No More Deaths trip

VERSUS (Continued in the Opinions 

section, on page 4)

(Continued in the Opinions  section, on page 4)

This week’s Round Table focuses on a theme of  

immigration and immigration related issues. 

Articles in News, Features and Opinions relate 

back to this theme. We hope that this week’s 

edition sheds light on the immigration debate 

as it relates to the nation and Beloit College.



STEVEN JACKSON, Editor-in-Chief

   You could feel the love in the air at last week’s Beloit Student Congress meeting, 
falling as it did on Valentine’s Eve. 

   We hit the ground running at 7:05 p.m. with announcements. BSC secretary Harley 
Liu announced that he is looking for an assistant; the Beloit Independent Theater 

Experience (BITE) encouraged everyone—especially males—to sign up for student one 
act productions. One has to wonder, is the thespian gender split uneven, or is BITE a 

dating service in disguise? 
   Club Oversight Organization (COO) came forward to speak on the budget process. COO’s 
initial budget allocations for next year left many clubs with next to nothing. The allocations 
were rough estimations, said COO Chair Nicole Weber. The intention was for club leaders 
to meet with COO and talk through budget proposals. “There’s been some frustration, but 
we’ll get through this,” said Weber. 
   Residential Life Committee is finishing up special interest housing reviews and considering 
expanding gender neutral spaces across campus. 
   The student forum presented information on new voter IDs and the proper use of  BeloitLink 

(BLink), a new web platform for campus organizations. First year IDs are voter-ready, but if  sophomores, juniors and seniors wish to 
vote in Wisconsin, they must pick up a new ID from Student Activities. The IDs are free of  charge. Limit one per person.
   Student representatives then presented on BLink. It is important that students understand BLink, as the platform is used to share 
important information such as club finances and events. Student activities will hold workshops to further educate users. If  you’re a 
good BLink user, you just might win free stuff ! Student Activities is hosting the BeloitLink Swag Contest. Desperate clubs with free 
time and a knack for digital décor are encouraged to jazz up their BLink profiles for the chance to win $100. 
   Break commenced at 7:47 p.m., and the BSC Executive Board generously, lovingly, shared trays of  pink DK’s cookies with the BSC 
body. 
   No body wrap or power to speak of, so we forged ahead to business.  
   Rotaract Club, a Rotary-sponsored service organization, presented a Capital Fund proposal for $234.95 to purchase an official 
club flag. Apparently, the national Rotary kingpins demand (well, strongly encourage) all club chapters to have an official flag. The 
fancy felt flag will be proudly brandished at club meetings held in the Center for the Sciences. Rotaract Club has 21 members, and is 
currently working on service projects that address hunger. A certain political upstart in the southeast corner of  the room questioned 
the proposal, only to be quieted with a tap of  the gavel. The Capital Fund proposal will be voted on at tonight’s BSC meeting.  
   We finished the night with the election of  two BSC representatives to an ad-hoc committee. The committee will re-evaluate the 
format and structure of  BSC. Miranda Cole’13 and Josh Carton’12 were elected.
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BSC Report: It’s time to BLink

HANA SKOBLOW, Staff Writer

•   On Feb. 13, the New Jersey State Senate passed a bill legalizing 
gay marriage. On Feb. 16, Gov. Chris Christie vetoed the bill, 
following through on his promise to “take swift action” if  the 
bill should pass. Christie emphasized that he thinks it is more 
important that the decision is made by his voters, not the state’s 
officials, and is proposing a statewide vote. Some supporters 
of  the bill speculate that Christie vetoed the bill to stay on the 
GOP’s good side, as he will probably run for president in the 
future. “He won’t veto the bill because he’s anti-gay,” said Steve 
Goldstein, chairman of  Garden State Equality, New Jersey’s 
largest gay rights group. “He’ll veto the bill because the 2016 
South Carolina presidential primary electorate is anti-gay.”
•   In a stroke of  entrepreneurial genius, a student from the 
University of  Michigan created a taxi service for students 
walking home for a Valentine’s Day hookup. On Feb. 15, 
Kellyann Wargo launched the Walk of  Shame Shuttle to pamper 
her hungover and lovesick peers. For only five dollars, students 
can call the service and receive a ride back to campus, free of  

judgment. But that’s not all! Wargo also offers a complimentary 
high-five, a bottle of  water and a coupon for Plan B. Can we get 
one of  these shuttles at Beloit for the morning after St. Patrick’s 
Day?
•   At the Heart Attack Grill on Feb. 15, one poor sucker of  
irony actually suffered a heart attack in the restaurant, eating 
a meal dubbed the “triple bypass burger.” The Las Vegas chain 
prides itself  in being unhealthy, promising free meals to anyone 
over 350 pounds, advertising such delights as “flatliner fries” 
and boasting the tagline, “Taste worth dying for.” If  you’re 
interested in satisfying a morbid sense of  humor, many tourist 
pictures and videos of  the event have been posted online by 
witnessing patrons.
•   Wanna join the Mile High Club? Fly Flamingo Air. The 
Cincinnati-based airline offers couples a $425 one-hour trip 
in a private jet to get down and dirty. The package includes 
champagne, chocolates, a cushioned loveseat, a self-designed 
flight path and guaranteed privacy. The trip is wildly popular, 
with up to eight flights in one day. Feel like planning for next 
year’s Valentine’s? It’s only 300-something days away.
•   Rihanna is working on her new track “Birthday Cake (Remix)” 
and decided to feature another singer on it. Who could it be?! 
Chris Brown. I sh*t you not. The man who violently hit and bit 
her in 2009 while she begged for mercy is now collaborating 
with her professionally. Never mind that he is one of  the most 
famous domestic abusers of  our generation and that he caused 
injuries that the police called “horrific,” because it seems that his 
career is far from over. Just look at him now.

Sources: CNN, Huffington Post, Nerve, Jalopnik, CBS, WCPO

CAROLYN STRANSKY, Staff Writer

   Starting this summer, Beloit College will be offering three-
week intensive courses to current students. Each course will 
run from May 17 to June 6 and will be worth one full unit. 
   “The Beloit Block program is part of  a broader initiative 
started in Fall 2010 to enhance summer learning opportunities 
for Beloit College students and showcase Beloit’s distinctive 
approach to liberal learning to 
high school students,” Director 
of  Summer Programs Alisa 
Pykett said. 
   The block format will allow 
students to explore a course 
topic in a way that, according 
to the website, is often not 
possible during the regular 
academic year. 
   “We give a lot of  attention 
to integrating the curricular 
and co-curricular on campus 
and the idea of  experiential 
learning,” Professor of  English 
and Director of  the Writing 
Program Chuck Lewis said. 
“During the regular semester, 
there is a space and time 
dynamic to scheduling courses. 
During the summer though, 
that space and time element is 
eliminated.”
   Currently, there are four 
courses being offered: 
   Reading, Writing, and 
Riding a Bike (WRIT 200, 
ENGL 223, IDST 210): 
   “It’s a cross-disciplinary 
reading and writing course that 
will look at the movement of  
bicycles in this nation, as well 
as participating in it… We will 
take rides every day, usually 
in the afternoon,” said Lewis. 
“Since it’s primarily a writing 
course, students will use the bicycle to explore many different 
modes of  writing, including creative, academic, journalistic, 
scientific and research.” 
   Structuring Chaos: Jump Starting Creative Work (TDMS 
205): 
   “Our summer course is a class for artists intrigued with 
science, philosophy, practice and development of  the creative 
‘spark.’ We will research, plot, set-up, test and attempt ‘sparks’ 

all in the same day,” Assistant Professor of  Theatre Arts John 
Kaufmann said. “We’ll also have time to get immediate feedback 
and jump right back into it. In the evenings we can watch videos 
of  other artists working in inspiring ways.” 
   Conceiving Evil (PHIL 190): 
   “This is an interdisciplinary seminar course that looks at a 
variety of  attempts to make sense of  evil, starting with The 
Book of  Job and going through recent attempts to respond 
to twentieth-century evils like the Holocaust,” Professor 

of  Philosophy and Hales 
Professor of  Ethics Phil 
Shields said. “We will examine 
literature and philosophy 
from both theistic and secular 
contexts with seven or eight 
visiting faculty to help guide 
our discussion on specific 
readings.”
   Fair, Green, Organic, 
and Natural: Social 
Responsibility and the New 
Conscious Consumer (POLS 
209, IDST 210): 
   “It’s about topics that 
many Beloit students really 
care about—ethical trade, 
sustainability, organic and 
nature and the consumer 
movements that are pushing 
for this,” Professor and Chair 
of  Political Science Georgia 
Duerst-Lahti said. “I’m 
planning at least one overnight 
field trip and many day trips to 
particularly good examples of  
corporations that are greening 
their operations.” 
   Although registration fees 
appear hefty—nearly $3,000 
in tuition and just over $800 
for a meal plan and housing—
many attest that the benefits 
will outweigh the cost. 
   “There’s plenty of  financial 
aid, and the intensity and 

depth of  the courses will be worth the money,” Duerst-Lahti 
said. “Don’t be worried about ‘sticker shock’ as we say. If  you’re 
interested at all, look into it.” 
   Lewis agreed, “It’s a very special opportunity to do a unit that 
you won’t be able to do at another time and place.” 
   For more information on registration and costs, see www.
beloit.edu/summerblock. Questions can be directed to Pykett. 

 Coming soon: The Beloit Block 
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HANA SKOBLOW, Staff Writer

    After a brief  hiatus, the student-run co-op Coffee on College 
(CoCo) will return the first weekend after spring break to provide 
the campus with caffeine, sweets and good company. The coffee 
co-op is still in its beginning phases and took some time off  to 
reevaluate what is working and what is not. 
   Coco will be changing its hours from weekdays to exclusively 
Sundays and special events. The rational is that Sunday evenings 
are a good time for a cup of  joe in a relaxing homework or 
hangout venue. Special events will vary, but ideas involve student 
art shows and open mic nights in the Slow Food/French House 
basement. 
   Founder Keston Geistwalker’13 says that he and the crew are 
excited to be up and running again in March. Keep an eye out 
for updates; your favorite Java Joint alternative will be back soon, 
better than ever.

BETH HANSON, News Editor

   Last week, clubs were startled to discover that they had 
not been allocated their requested club budgets for the 
2012-2013 academic year. Seventeen clubs were awarded 
a baseline allocation of  just $50 and many others were 
awarded budgets much lower than requested in the 
“pre-interview proposed club budget allocations.” 
   Hugh Berglind’14, BSC treasurer, explained, “The 
$50 meant we needed to correct a problem with the 
form.” 
   Several clubs initially misinterpreted the $50 
baseline allocation, intended by the Club Oversight 
Organization (COO) to represent a guarantee that 
clubs would not receive less.
   Director of  Student Activities Jennie Hartzheim 
said, “There was a breakdown in communication 
between COO and clubs.”
   Last semester, BSC changed the bylaws for the 
budget process. Instead of  budget committee directly 
setting the budgets, COO now receives budgets and 
requests an allocation from budget committee. As a 
result of  this change, budgets were due the last week 
of  classes in the fall semester rather than a few weeks 
after the start of  the spring semester.
   After the bylaw changes were made late last 
semester, an all-club meeting was held to train clubs 
to fill out the forms. Binter said, “We talked about the 
budget process and how to fill out the form. It was 
pretty well-attended.”
   However, Karin Carlson’12, a WBCR station 
manager, said, “I went to the budget meeting at the 
end of  last semester, but when I asked about how to fill 
[the budget form] out for WBCR, they just told me to ‘do 
the best I can.’”
   There were also some issues with the BeloitLink 
(BLink) system. Carlson’s budget proposal for WBCR 
did not go through correctly on BLink when she initially 
turned it in, a problem noted by other clubs. Even when 
she successfully turned in the proposal, she was not made 
aware that it was filled out incorrectly until last week.
   Since the deadline was so late last semester, COO did not 
have access to budgets until after the first BSC meeting 

this semester.
   When COO began to review budget proposals, they 
discovered that many had been filled out incorrectly. Some 
clubs were confused about the club contribution section 
(i.e. the amount of  money in the club’s budget that the 
club spends). Other clubs had numbers that did not add 

up, did not fill out the supplement or did not submit a 
proposal.
   Nicole Weber’15, the chair of  COO, said that they 
awarded clubs what they could give them based on their 
budget forms. Clubs who filled out the forms incompletely 
were awarded $50.
   “We weren’t intending for that to be the final amount,” 
Weber said. “We honestly want to give clubs all the money 
they want [but] we needed to start somewhere. [The $50 
placeholder] gave us a way to increase communication.”
   This was not clearly communicated to the clubs when 

they received the chart of  club budgets.
   “I emailed the head of  COO and she gave me an 
explanation,” Carlson said. “But something before a 
couple days before the budget meeting would be nice.”
   The intent with the new budget form and added COO 
step was to make the process easier.  
   “We were hoping to eliminate interviews with [all] the 

clubs,” Binter said. “That’s why we made the form more 
comprehensive.”
  That intent backfired, as most clubs who proposed 
budgets needed to be interviewed last week in order to 
clear up confusion.
   “That’s really helped people understand what’s 
wrong,” Berglind said.
   “A lot of  clubs honestly made simple mistakes,” Weber 
said. “Those were easily fixed.”
   The new form and extra COO step in the process do 
not come without kinks. 
   BSC hopes to fix the problems in the budget process 
for next year, including changing the deadline to a 
week earlier so that COO can review proposals before 
winter break. On the club end, one problem is that clubs 
frequently change financial access officers.
   “A lot of  people we interviewed weren’t in charge of  
the money the previous semester,” Weber said. “We’re 
trying to encourage all clubs to make their financial 
access people an academic year position.”
   Carlson said she would like to see the budget process 
become more consistent in the future. “WBCR’s budget 
has been done three different ways in three years, so 
it’s frustrating to have to figure out which way [it] is 
going to work this year,” she said.

   Binter also mentioned a plan to task COO with tweaking 
the budget forms to make them more accessible to clubs. 
BSC is working to standardize the budget process, added 
Berglind. They plan to map out a timeline for the budget 
process for the next few years.
   “We will constantly try to improve it to make it easier 
for people,” Weber said. “On the club end, they need to be 
more proactive about figuring out how to do things.”
   Berglind also said, “Communication is definitely 
something [that] we’re going to take a long, hard 
look at when this process is over.”

Budgeting for communication

Coffee on College returns

IAN HEDGES, News Editor

   Four days before Valentine’s Day 2012, a married 
gay couple, Tim Smulian and Edwin Blesch, received 
notice from Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) that action on Smulian’s deportation would 
be deferred for a year. Smulian is from South Africa, 
and Blesch is a U.S. citizen. For several years, they 
have only been able to see each 
other for six months at a time 
because Smulian continually 
renews a tourist visa. Usually, 
Smulian would receive a green 
card after marrying Blesch, 
except the Defense of  Marriage 
Act (DOMA) prevents that from 
happening. 
   The Defense of  Marriage  Act 
was passed in 1996 and prevents 
the federal government from 
recognizing same-sex marriages. 
Gay couples, even married ones, 
do not receive the same legal benefits as straight 
couples as a result. One of  these benefits is for 
binational same-sex couples to apply for a green card. 
According to the Immigration Policy Center, 36,000 
binational same-sex couples are affected by DOMA. 
  This discrepancy has sent the Obama administration’s 
views over immigration into a limbo. President Obama 
has called for the repeal of  DOMA by Congress and 
has granted the Department of  Justice permission to 
not defend the law in federal appellate courts. He has 
pursued this policy because of  his continued belief  
that same-sex couples should have the same legal 

recognitions as straight couples, minus the title of  
“marriage.” 
  Last year, the Obama administration had detained 
the most immigrants of  any previous administration. 
It was only in July 2011 that the Justice Department 
announced that deportation would no longer be 
focused on law-abiding undocumented residents in 
a memorandum. But in regards to gay couples, this 
enforcement has been on a case-by-case basis, and 

some binational gay couples have 
been deported. 
    In April 2011, the U.S. House 
of  Representatives and Senate 
introduced the Uniting American 
Families Act, which included 
provisions to address binational 
couples.  The bill sought 
to eliminate discrimination 
in immigration policy by 
amending the Immigration 
and Nationality Act of  1952 
to include partnerships with a 

lifelong commitment that are eligible for green card 
applications. The bill has not yet passed and is still 
awaiting approval from the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 
    In a roundtable discussion in Puerto Rico, Obama 
addressed that he did not think that this issue 
could be solved through legislation, nor would the 
legislation be passed in a Republican-led Congress.  
President Obama stated, “Once that law is put down 
[by judges]–and I don’t know what the ruling would 
be –addressing these bi-national issues could flow 
from that decision.”

DOMA: The exception to immigration policy

HENRY GREENFIELD, Staff Writer

  This primary season, the Republican 
presidential nominees have been especially 
critical on current immigration policies, 
culminating in former presidential hopeful 
Herman Cain’s call for a deadly twenty-
foot high electric fence to be built along the 
Mexican border.
   Now that Cain is out of  the race, Rick 
Santorum is probably the toughest on 
immigration.  He supports building a wall 
along the Mexican border although he has also 
voiced tentative support for a guest worker 
program. 
   Ron Paul is also a strong opponent 
of  immigration. Although he criticized 
deportation in his recently published book 
“Liberty Defined” and does not support a wall 
at the border, Paul has argued that the children 
of  immigrants born in the United States should 
not automatically receive American citizenship. 
Paul has argued that parents should instead 
become citizens first for their children to become eligible for citizenship. 
  During the primaries Newt Gingrich’s rhetoric has probably been the friendliest 
voice of  all the candidates towards immigrants. 
   “No serious citizen who’s concerned about solving this problem should get trapped 
into a yes/no answer in which you’re either for totally selling out protecting America 
or you’re for totally kicking out 20 million people in a heartless way. There are 
humane, practical steps to solve this problem, if  we can get the politicians and the 
news media to just deal with it honestly,” said Gingrich, speaking on what Romney 
aides have painted as “amnesty.” 
   After the debate, Gingrich aide Kiron Skinner stated that using “the a-word was a 
rhetorical slant made by the Romney campaign.” 

   
Prior to the primaries, Mitt Romney also had a 
fairly moderate record on immigration. A state 
health care bill, which he helped pass when he 
was governor of  Massachusetts, provided a safety 
net whereby illegal immigrants were entitled to 
health care.  But since the primaries, Romney’s 
stance on illegal immigration has become harsher.  
He has said that if  he were elected president he 
would complete a security wall along the Mexican 
border, although he has backed off  from this kind 
of  rhetoric since the Jan. 31 Florida primary.
  As of  last year, the Obama administration held 
the record for detaining and deporting the most 
immigrants out of  any other administration. 
However, the White House has changed its 
tune on immigration in what some perceive 
as a technique to attract Latino voters during 
an election. Earlier this year, the Obama 
administration announced that Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) will be adopting a 
priority system in which illegal immigrants who 
are otherwise law abiding are left alone. But illegal 
immigrants who are found to be breaking the law 

are deported.  Republican lawmakers say this policy is not strict enough and amounts 
to amnesty.
 Additionally, President Obama appointed Andrew Lorenz-Strait on Feb. 7 as the new 
public advocate in charge of  legally representing immigrants and their interests.  Mr. 
Lorenz-Strait is the first to hold this position and the creation of  this position has 
attracted a lot of  criticism.
   This action led Republican lawmakers to further criticize the president, accusing 
him of  pandering to Hispanic voters in an election year. Rep. Steve King (R-Iowa) 
said, “President Obama refuses to enforce immigration law, sues the states that do 
so and now he’s appointed a czar for illegal immigrants. The president is making a 
conscious decision to evade Congress in order to appease his base.”

Immigration irritation of presidential candidates

According to the 

Immigration Policy 

Center, 36,000 binational 

same-sex couples are 

affected by DOMA. 
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Profile of an 
undocumented 
student
 IAN HEDGES, News Editor

This is a profile of  an undocumented student who attends 

Beloit College. This student is one of  several undocumented 

immigrants on campus, and is one of  the few who is willing 

to speak about these issues. It serves as a reminder that  there 

are challenges and forms of  discrimination against a group 

of  students in our community that are uknown. 

 

Round Table: What motivated your family to come to the 

U.S.? 

Student: It’s quite difficult to get a job in Mexico. Before 
we came over with my mother, there was no freaking 
way that she was able to get a job in Mexico to support 
two kids. No one comes over here as a vacation — when 
you are crossing over, you are starting a new life. There 
are better opportunities here. You know that you have a 
better chance at life than living over there. 

RT: What was it like to apply to college?

S: It was difficult. To summarize for you: I was in a 
scholarship program that guided me through. I had 
a guidance counselor that told me what would better 
suit us [colleges that allow undocumented students]. 
I couldn’t apply to many schools.  You have to apply 
for so many because even with the schools who allow 
undocumented students, it is still hard to get in. So 
in the end, I ended up applying to….ten schools. Sure 
enough, I got into three. As to filling out the financial 
aid forms, it was also difficult.There’s no real way to 
apply for financial aid as an undocumented student. You 
do have to submit a  College Scholarship Service (CSS) 

profile, but I had to turn into the International Student 
CSS profile. 

RT: Have you told many people on campus? 

S: After a while, I stopped caring. I saw that it didn’t 
make a difference that people knew here. Back home, 
I lived in a town that specifically installed a law that 
allows any type of  immigrant to be stopped [on 
the street]. A lot of  people tend to be touchy about 
identifying themselves outside of  academia. 

RT: Do you feel like there’s a community of  undocumented 

students?

S: I don’t feel there’s a connection among undocumented 
students. I feel people are on their own.  There’s interest 
to start a community, but 
not enough to start one 
for those who benefit the 
most from it. 

RT: Have you ever felt any 

discrimination?  

S: Not necessarily. I 
haven’t heard anything. 
I hear from people what 
other people have said. 

RT: Are you afraid of  the 

job market after college? 

S: Yes and no. I’m kind of  
winging it at the moment. 
What’s motivating me 
to stay in school is self-
fulfillment, and not the 
monetary value of  a 
degree. I feel like I am 
developing knowledge independently. I enjoy the idea of  
acquiring more knowledge; it gives me something to live 
for.
RT: Has there been any moment when you were afraid to be 

discovered? 

S: You learn to accept the fear, at least in my case. 
There’s a smart way to handle it and a dumb way to 
handle it — and that’s not cooperating. By cooperating, 
you don’t do anything stupid that puts you in a more 
vulnerable position to be deported. If  I were to be found 
out, I would go straight to the media. One of  the things 
I have learned based on observation, if  you are put 
under immigratory probation, one of  the first things 
you do is go to the media because if  you have a clean 
record, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
does not want the bad rap. They don’t want to be the 
bad guys — sending good people back to their countries. 

RT: If  there was one thing that you could say about 

combating stereotypes, what would you say?  

S: Not all Mexicans are illegals. 
Not every brown person is an 
undocumented immigrant. 

RT: Do you one day hope to be a 

U.S. citizen?  

S: I do. There are a lot of  
benefits that come with it. I’d 
sure as hell love to be able to 
do some things I am not able 
to do. I can’t travel outside of  
the country. I can’t get a job. 
I can’t join the armed forces. 
I can’t participate in many of  
the programs offered by the 
school, and I can’t participate in 
any research programs because 
they’re all funded by the U.S. 
government. 

RT: Are you upset that you can’t 

vote? 
S: Yeah, and what it comes down to is that I can bring 
awareness to the candidates about the ideas that interest 
me. But because I can’t make the mark on that paper, it’s 
less of  an interest to me. I don’t have a voice.

BRIAN SHOBE, Turtle Tales Columnist
Two weeks ago she was fighting to maintain federal 
funding for women’s cancer screenings. Last week she 
was fighting for federal funding for birth control. Since 
I interviewed Sara Shirrell’02 on Feb. 10, she may have 
also delivered a newborn child. You never know with 
Sara. 
   On top of  being the vice president of  public affairs 
and communication for one of  the two Planned 
Parenthood affiliates in Los Angeles, she is a doula (a 
person trained to provide informational, emotional and 
physical support before, during and after childbirth), 
and is training to become a midwife. 

   Sara has “always dreamed of  catching babies,” 
she says. 
   In a somewhat indirect pursuit of  that dream, 

Sara enrolled at Beloit and studied creative writing, 
women’s and gender studies, and a little bit of  political 
science, anthropology, theatre and 
dance. She lived in the Arts Co-op, 
was active in the Womyn’s Center, 
and organized the first Take Back 
the Night event at Beloit. 
   Between writing and activism, 
Sara was clearly setting herself  up 
for a career in women’s advocacy. 
But she adds, “Beloit prepared me 
in ways I didn’t even realize at the 
time.” 
   Her junior year she took an 
anthropology course that caught 
her interest. “It was all about cults–
these really fringe religious groups 
that centered around the end of  the 
world. It was an incredible class… 
learning about all these different 
places that [my classmates] grew 
up in, their experiences with 
religion and their experiences with 
hate… I was exposed to things 
I never would have been to otherwise, which really 
enhanced my ability to think about individuals who 
come from a myriad of  different walks of  life.” 
   That insight is key, she says, for working with 
Planned Parenthood’s clients, supporters, opposition, 
and the media. “Reflecting back on that class in my 

work–dealing with people with extreme religious beliefs 
and people who are against Planned Parenthood–I’m 

much more patient,” she says. “I have 
a sense that this isn’t black and white; 
it’s not right or wrong. I don’t think I 
would have had that perspective had it 
not been for Beloit…” 
   Furthermore, Beloit helped Sara see 
how women’s health issues intersect 
with multiple disciplines, from biology 
to economics to sociology. 
   Sara’s understanding of  the 
interdisciplinary nature of  women’s 
health, her ability to approach people 
from various walks of  life and her 
strong writing and communication 
skills are vital to her work. She uses 
them on a daily basis, training staff  
and volunteers, monitoring local, state 
and national legislation, lobbying 
representatives and organizing at a 
grassroots level. 
   “Both my [Planned Parenthood and 
doula] jobs are full time, on the call 

jobs,” she says. “At some point one will probably have 
to give. You know, babies really like to be born in the 
middle of  the night. And that’s not conducive to going 
to work the next day.” 
   For now, she’s going to continue living her dream 
doing both–catching babies and advocating for women.

  T

urtle Tales:

Catching babies and advocating for women

Sara Shirrell ‘02 

Photo courtesy of Sara Shirrell

BEATRICE McKENZIE, Professor of History

   As the presidential election cycle nears, we can expect 
to hear calls to secure the borders and deport those who 
break the law, countered by appeals to secure the rights 
of  people in our communities and put undocumented 
immigrants on a path to legal status and citizenship.  
The debate is riddled with myths.

   Myth #1: Liberals support immigration reform 

and conservatives oppose it.  
   Not true.  Political scientist Daniel Tichenor offers 
a classification system of  views on immigration held 
by four constituencies:  cosmopolitans, economic 
protectionists,  pro-immigration conservatives and 
border hawks. 
   “Cosmopolitans,” or pro-immigration liberals, see a 
problem not with undocumented aliens but with their 
status as vulnerable second-class citizens.  They want to 
see the 11 million unauthorized migrants put on a path 
to legalization and citizenship.  
   Other liberals, however, “economic protectionists,” 
believe undocumented immigration benefits corporate 
and professional Americans at the expense of  blue-
collar workers and the unemployed.  Protectionists 
favor employer sanctions and oppose guest worker 
programs, which exploit workers and take jobs.  
   Like liberals, conservatives appear on both sides 
of  the issue.  “Pro-immigration conservatives,” who 
promote free markets and business growth recognize 
that the U.S. economy is dependent on and benefits 
from cheap, unskilled, and malleable labor.  They 
view employer sanctions as unfair to large and small 
American firms.  
   Also conservative, “border hawks” see illegal 
immigration as a challenge to American sovereignty.  
Insecure borders, the hawks say, compromise national 
security, the rule of  law, job opportunities for citizens, 
public education and social services.  “Amnesty,” for 
border hawks, rewards law-breaking and stimulates 
new waves of  illegal immigrants who then hope for 
their own amnesty in the future.  This group favors 
strengthened border security, mass deportations, 
workplace enforcement and denial of  social services 
and other public benefits. 

   Myth #2: Undocumented immigrants do not pay 

taxes.    
   Not true.  As pointed out by a Harvard University 
law review article, “every empirical study of  
illegals’ economic impact… demonstrates that the 
undocumented contribute more to public coffers in 

taxes than they cost in social services.”  Undocumented 
immigrants do use resources, particularly public 
schools and emergency rooms.  They also pay taxes.  
Those who use false social security numbers to get 
minimum wage jobs in electronics assembly or other 
industries have federal income tax and social security 
taxes deducted from their paychecks.  These employees 
actually pay a higher tax rate than other residents since 
they are unable to reclaim any overpayment of  taxes.  
Unlike the wealthiest in our communities, who pay 
taxes at a much lower rate, these immigrants subsidize 
citizens and lawful permanent residents who use social 
security or other federal benefits.  Even those who are 

paid under the table — let’s say day-laborers or nannies 
paid in cash — join the rest of  us in paying state and 
local taxes.  They pay taxes when purchasing or renting 
homes — which pay for schools and other state services 
— and when purchasing other goods and services.  

   Myth #3: It’s not about race. 
   Not true.  U.S. immigration policy through history 
sought to maintain what race theory scholar David 
Theo Goldberg calls a “racial state,” one that uses 
political means–like immigration law–to exclude and 
include in racially ordered terms and to categorize 
hierarchically.  There were explicit racial categories 
built into immigration laws until the middle of  the 
twentieth century, after which Congress and the states 
began to pass laws with implicit racial consequences.  
Highlights include the 1790 Naturalization Act 
limiting citizenship to “free white people,” the 1870 
Act limiting citizenship to whites and blacks, the 1917 
Asiatic Barred Zone, an imaginary line drawn through 
the Pacific Ocean blocking “Asians” from immigrating, 
quotas in 1924 limiting the number of  not-quite-white 
Eastern and Southern Europeans (Italians, Jews, Poles, 
and Russians among others) the 1952 Immigration 
and Nationality Act writing racial exclusions into 

national quotas (Ngai), and “Operation Wetback” 
in which Immigration and Naturalization Service 
deported Mexicans as a means of  labor control (Lytle 
Hernandez).        
   Recent immigration laws and actions implicitly 
affect people of  color more than other groups.  Two 
examples are California’s Proposition 187, “Save Our 
State,” passed in 1994, which prohibited residents from 
accessing emergency health care and public schools 
and required medical personnel and school teachers 
to inform on lawbreakers (Jacobson), and Arizona’s 
strict 2010 law, SB 1070, soon to be heard by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. The law requires all persons 
to carry identity documents, police to determine the 
immigration status of  any person suspected of  being 
undocumented, and authorities to detain anyone who 
cannot produce identity documents.  It’s definitely 
about race.  
   Myth #4: Helping out at the border is less 

important than working locally.  
   Not true.  Any concerned person could be of  use to 
border organizations with networks already in place, 
such as Borderlinks, Humane Borders or No More 
Deaths.  This does not preclude local involvement.  
Students who wish to get involved in immigrants’ 
rights issues here in Beloit can tutor or teach at 
Stateline Literacy, which offers citizenship, GED, math 
and computer skills classes.  Beloit alumni and students 
have interned and found permanent employment at 
local, regional and national organizations offering 
immigrant services and promoting immigrants’ rights.  
Carol Wickersham at the Liberal Arts in Practice 
Center can help make contacts.
   The debate over immigration is contentious and 
burdened by political rhetoric.  Yet polls conducted in 
Dec. 2011 by sources as varied as National Journal, 
Fox News, Pew Research Organization and Spanish-
language Univision conclude that at least 66 percent of  
Americans support balanced solutions to immigration 
reform and reject radical solutions such as mass 
deportations.  There is plenty of  room for all opinions 
in this debate, but know your facts before adding your 
voice to the conversation.

Beatrice McKenzie, Assistant Professor of  History at Beloit 

College, teaches seminars on the history of  U.S. immigration 

and citizenship.  Her book manuscript, “American at Birth: 

History of  U.S. Birthright Citizenship, 1868-2001”  is 

under review for publication.  Prior to studying for the 

Ph.D., Dr. McKenzie served as a diplomat in the U.S. 

Foreign Service where, among other duties, she issued visas to 

intending immigrants and visitors.  

Myths of U.S. immigration, documented and undocumented

U.S. immigration policy through history 
sought to maintain what race theory 
scholar David Theo Goldberg calls a 
“racial state,” one that uses political 

means–like immigration law–to exclude 
and include in racially ordered terms 

and to categorize hierarchically.  



The use of 
t he term 
“ i l legal” 

ABBY BURNHAM, Contributor

    The people who use the phrase “illegal 
immigrant” understand how racist and 
dehumanizing it is to say. Language 
plays a large role in shaping how we 
think of  people and things and events, 
and it is imperative that we chose our 
words wisely. The elimination of  the 
phrase “illegal immigrant (or alien)” and 
the word “illegals” is not about being 
politically correct; it is about the removal 
of  racist and xenophobic language from 
our collective societal vocabulary list.  
    A lot of  the people who I’ve observed 
engaging in conversations about the 
use of  the term “illegal” in relation to 
immigrants are people with privilege 
of  some sort. I will readily acknowledge 
that I am coming from a place of  
privilege in relation to this dialogue—
based on my race, my class, and most 
importantly, my status as a U.S. citizen. 
Those of  us who are in privileged 
positions, (and, thus, positions of  
power) especially with regards to legal 
status and race, have to be aware of  the 
words we chose when describing people 
who are in comparatively marginalized 
groups. We must educate ourselves on 
appropriate vocabulary. For example, 
a number of  non-trans people do not 
realize that many trans-people find 
the word “tranny” to be offensive and 
derogatory. Some people who use this 
word are simply ignorant of  that fact, 
and have neglected to attempt to find out 
if  it is an appropriate word to use or not.  
    So this article is to inform you 
(and by “you” I am referring to U.S. 
citizens), once and for all, that the 
use of  the term “illegal” or 

“illegals” in reference to people who 
are undocumented is not acceptable. 
It is derogatory, dehumanizing, and 
degrading. And here’s why: labeling 
immigrants (or anyone, for that matter) 
“illegal” identifies and defines them 
first and foremost by a crime that they 
allegedly committed according to U.S. 
law. (Over 50% of  us have smoked pot 
at some point in our lives); would you 
be willing to label over 50% of  this 
college campus “criminals”? I can tell 
you that I would not feel comfortable 
saying “I am white, upper-middle class, 
female, and a criminal.” Crossing the 
border into the United States without 
documentation or a Visa is, according 
to the law, an illegal action. Keep in 
mind, however, that is not the only 
way to become an undocumented 
immigrant; many come with a visa 
and stay past its expiration date. Their 
action and mode of  arrival in the U.S. 
would have been perfectly legal. Their 
action, may then technically be “illegal,” 
but the people themselves are not.  
    In a just world, each group of  people, 
marginalized or mainstream, would be 
able to dictate what words are used to 
describe them. While the group may 
never agree on what words are best 
(for example, Black versus African 
American), there is often a consensus 
within that group as to which words 
are not appropriate to use. So shouldn’t 
people who are undocumented be able 
to say that they do not want to be 
called “illegals,” and shouldn’t we (U.S. 
citizens and documented immigrants) 
have a responsibility to accept that? 
    I work for the Sexual Assault 
Recovery Program, and a large part of  
our training is based on the concept that 
the victim (read: survivor) gets to decide 
if  s/he has been assaulted. No one else 
gets to tell them what their experience 
was and whether or not it fits into the 
definition of  sexual 
a s s a u l t . 

The same idea should go for every 
marginalized group: women should get 
to decide when someone is being sexist, 
people of  color should be able to dictate 
when someone is being racist, members 
of  the LGBTQ community should be 
listened to when they say that someone 
is being heterosexist or homophobic. 
Why aren’t we giving people who are 
undocumented the right to say when 
the use of  a term describing their group 
is racist and xenophobic? It is time that 
we, as a society, begin to learn that just 
because a term is widely used does not 
make it moral, and just because the 
dominant group (read: white, middle 
class, male) says a term is “okay” does 
not make it so. To quote the Drop the 
I-Word movement, “It’s time we reject 
all hateful racist language.” Let’s start 
that movement right here at Beloit 
College.
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POLZ 
WITH 
LOLZ: 

Santorum on  
everyone’s 

lips
BEBE SANTA-WOOD, Political 
Columnist

   Rick Santorum is a genius in many ways for 
treating his campaign and political policy as if  he 
were a regular Rollercoaster Tycoon (A game at 
which I rock, I’m not boasting…it is JUST TRUE). 
I think the theme park he has in mind is “America: 
A Step Back In Time”. It would be a really fun 
park where instead of  a haunted house you just 
have a recreation of  a back alley abortion, women 
serve you at all times, and minorities….what are 
those? I can’t wait for the laissez-faire style roller 
coasters, run on child labor and capitalist dreams.  
   Santorum loves celebrating the past, a time 
when a man was a man, and when my cat had 
more legal rights than I did (though to be fair, 
she’s a really smart cat). God bless him. It 
shows a lot of  commitment to live every day 
as if  it were 1800. I tried, and apparently my 
professors didn’t understand when I wrote my 
essay on a slate with chalk. Haters. Everywhere.  
   Santorum is clearly not the first or only 
Republican candidate to mine the past for ideas 
(see Bachmann, Gingrich, et al.). It’s just that 
Republicans keep on picking really stupid ideas 
from the past. I’m not even biased when I say 
that. The ideas are beyond imagination and 
plausibility. According to a New York Times 
article, Santorum was bemoaning federally 
run education while on the campaign trail in 
Michigan and Ohio. Santorum has home schooled 
his own children (I mean if  my name had the 
same connotations as he did, I’d probably hide my 
children from people and the internet too), and 
has said that for the first 150 years, presidents 
home schooled their children in the White 
House. I actually have no idea what he’s trying 
to imply in that statement. What I take away is 
that we should send children in underprivileged 
schools to study in the White House. There’s 
plenty of  room, you guys! Come on down!   
   After his what-the-hell wins in Colorado 
and Minnesota, Uncle Santy is flying high. 
In totally unrelated rant: why Colorado, 
WHY??? Come on girl, you’re my home state. 
I thought you guys loved weed, mountains 
and freedom! I’m sure Santorum hates any 
mountain that didn’t exist in biblical verse.  
   Okay, where was I? Santorum’s rhetoric is 
truly non-existent. In a time when it is not hard 
to criticize Obama, or come up with alternative 
solutions, Santorum chooses to attack Obama 
for the most petty reasons. Santorum said of  
Obama’s policy choices, “It’s about some phony 
ideal, some phony theology. Oh, not a theology 
based on the Bible, a different theology.” Calling 
Obama’s policy a phony theology is a little odd 
from a dude who wishes his kids walked six 
miles every day to a one-room schoolhouse. It’s 
increasingly depressing to me that in a time 
with legitimate issues and potential solutions 
the best the Republican Party has to offer us is a 
rollercoaster tycoon, who is completely separate 
from the America of  today.

“Illegal” is 
just a word 
MATT RISHEL, Contributor

   Here’s the cold hard truth: if  you 
consciously partake in an act that is against 
the law, you are by definition doing something 
illegal.  Take immigration for example.  There 
are hundreds of  thousands of  people who 
immigrate to different countries around the world 
daily in legal ways.  There are also those who 
immigrate illegally.  Is the term “illegal immigrant” hurtful 
in some way?  No, it simply describes an immigrant who 
chose to immigrate illegally.  Just as we would call those 
who legally travel to other countries legal immigrants, 
illegal immigrant is used to describe the opposite.  And yet 
there seems to be no issue with the terms immigrant or 
legal immigrant.  It describes people, all kinds of  people, 
not just people of  a certain race.  Society has created a false 
image around the term illegal immigrant that makes it mean 
more that the term actually means.    
   Let me start out by saying that I believe that both the 
immigration policy and the ability to immigrate into this 
country needs to be reworked. I disagree with the notion 
that it is difficult to get into the country, but I do recognize 
that it is difficult to become an American citizen.  That 
being said, it is still entirely possible to immigrate into this 
country, or into any country through legal ways.  Doing so 
in any other way that is not legal is by definition illegal.   
   So is this term limited?  Does the word illegal pertain to 
only Latinos?  What about our friendly neighbors up north?  
No matter where someone comes from, the term illegal 
immigrant can be used to describe them if  they came in 

illegally.  
No matter 

which way you look at it, if  
one does not enter a country legally, it 

means they entered it illegally.  Call those who choose 
participate what you will, whether it is “undocumented” or 
any other variation of  the word; they are here illegally.   
   The word illegal is not restricted to just immigration.  
Anyone breaking any law is illegal.  Does that mean we 
are all derogatory to ourselves?  I doubt anyone has gone 
through life without doing at least one illegal act: minor 
theft, underage drinking, drug use, or running a red light.  
After committing anyone of  those acts, each person becomes 
illegal. There is no stereotype attached to these acts that 
associates those actions to a particular group of  people.  It 
seems to me that society has placed a label on the use of  
the word illegal immigrant to only describe a certain group 
of  people, namely Latinos.  It is when we do this that we 
ourselves make the term derogatory.  So no, I do not think 
that the term illegal immigrant is in any way, shape or form 
derogatory or dehumanizing.  Illegal immigrants are still 
people, who have lives, and families.  However, they chose to 
partake in an illegal act by entering a country illegally.  It 
seems that society has tried to add a label to the term illegal 
immigrant that makes it derogatory.  In doing so, they are 
only reinforcing the stereotype they are trying to fight.   

putting out life-saving water and, worst 
of  all, faced jail time for transporting an 
undocumented man to the hospital, where 
he was refused care. I (Ousia) will speak 
for myself  when I say that I will not abide 
by laws that effectively kill people, and urge 
others to question these sorts of  laws. As 
Kate Morgan-Olsen, a 2002 Beloit alum 
who works for No More Deaths wrote 
to me in an email, “It is every citizens 
responsibility to question the validity of  
laws and act in direct contradiction to 
them if  those laws are deemed unjust.” 
   Beyond the legality of  volunteer work, some 
students voiced other concerns about our 
proposal. The stated original concern in the 
Facebook thread was that student money had 
been hastily spent on a proposal that vitally 
needed student funding was being used to 
transport students to do volunteer work.  
   I find it ironic that the majority (if  not 
all) of  those arguing against the proposal 
were not present at the Belfast meeting 
and felt their concerns would be better 
received and effective through Facebook 
than actually attending the meeting. This 
is reflective in their lack of  understanding 
about how off-campus Belfast funding 
works. From the Belfast link on the 
Beloit website the stated purpose of  the 
off-campus program is to “fund of  off-

campus trips, conferences, and events for 
the benefit of  Beloit College students.” 
That being said, contrary to popular 
belief, every single one of  these proposals 
include travel expenses. The funding also 
cannot be used as donations of  any sort, 
or else we would have asked for more. 
   I also find it ironic that these Facebook 
contributors were outraged about this 
proposal but did not bat an eyelash earlier 
this semester when four students (not five) 
were allotted $1,840 dollars to attend a 
food economy conference in Santa Cruz, 
California. My point here is not to bash 
on other proposals, but to show how this 
is an immigration issue not a Belfast issue. 
The fact that we had an off-campus budget 
surplus of  $5,173.52 from the previous 
semester should demonstrate that Belfast 
is more capable than ever to fund projects 
such as No More Deaths. Furthermore, the 
off-campus fund has a reputation to end the 
school year with a generous surplus. This 
means that the finances received by the No 
More Deaths trip will not interfere with the 
likelihood of  any other proposal getting 
passed due to the vast availability of  money 
allocated for funding. So if  the funding is 
not an issue what is?
   I am sure the counter-argument will say 
something about how we do not do enough 
for the community when the majority 
of  us have or were heavily involved in 
volunteer programs in the greater Beloit 

area. We went through all of  the regular 
procedures, the motion to expedite the 
decision (which would reduce the total 
cost due to increasing rates of  airfare) 
received only two negative votes, and our 
final proposal received a majority vote just 
like every other proposal approved through 
Belfast. This is not a discussion about how 
this did not meet the Belfast guidelines, 
lack of  student funding, or whether or not 
it was popularly supported, this is about 
some Beloit students having a fundamental 
problem with providing aid to immigrants. 
We furthermore find it disturbing that these 
Beloit students have more of  a problem with 
providing water to people within an inch of  
their life than handing out milkshakes to 
privileged college students.
   I would encourage those who are 
concerned with their student activities fees 
to actually attend the BelFAST meetings 
where they can be held accountable 
for their comments instead of  making 
misinformed quips behind the protection of  
their computer screens. We also encourage 
others to initiate their own projects in our 
community or other places if  they view our 
efforts as insufficient. If  you would like to 
know more about our proposal or have any 
additional concerns with it I would invite 
you to go to the dinner and discussion 
pertaining to the project this Sunday at 
7:00 at the Peace and Justice house.

practice at BelFAST. Yes, these are 
our student activities fees. However, 
we live on a campus with many ideas 
about what programming should 
be offered. We should think more 
about what is the most beneficial 
and efficient use of  these funds in a 
way that directly involves the most 
amount of  students on this campus. 
   We have a problem with civil 
discourse on this campus. Can’t we 
disagree without being disagreeable? 
Can’t we openly discuss possible 
conflicting ideas without feeling the 
need to insult or attack in such a way 
that dismisses the other entirely? 
Although this behavior is all too 
present in our media, we should 
strive for better. When people are 
attacked and put on the defensive 
in any discussion, the possibility 
for earnest communication 
and ideas-sharing ceases.  
   Beloit is a wonderful place of  
passion and we should be proud of  
our beliefs and ideas. However, it 
is my belief  that when we become 
so entrenched in them, we lose our 
Beloit ability to share, learn, and 
grow. I believe in a better Beloit.

“Humanitarian aid is never a crime” 

continued from cover.

“Bel[owin money]FAST” continued from 

cover.

**Want some alternative words 

to use instead of “illegal”? 

I prefer “undocumented,” 

but some also use the word 

“unauthorized” or the phrase 

“without papers.” Still have 

questions? Want ideas for how to 

confront the use of these words? 

www.droptheiword.com is a 

good resource for information on 

vocabulary use (recommended 

and not) regarding immigration 

and documentation statuses and 

the movement to eliminate the 

“i-word” from society’s collective 
vocabulary. 
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MARK COOGAN, Sports Editor

As always, these are 100% real emails sent by Round 

Table readers. If  you have a question or an article 
suggestion for the Sports Bro, email it to cooganm@
beloit.edu.

   Hey Sports Bro, with the Summer Olympics 
coming up in London this year and the UEFA 
European Soccer Championships coming up 
this summer, I got to thinking, which is the best 
worldwide sporting event, the Olympics or the 
World Cup?
-Scott Dyke ‘12
   Here’s the way I see it, Scott: Soccer is by far the 
most popular sport in the world and except for here 
in America, everyone goes cuckoo for Cocoa Puffs 
during the World Cup. Businesses and schools across 
entire nations shut down so that everyone can watch 
their country play the world’s favorite game. That’s 
pretty awesome. The World Cup final in 2010 had a 
global audience of  over 700 million people. 

   But here’s why the Olympics are better: 
There are so many more sports. In London 

this September, there will be over 300 events. There 
will be everything from track and field to equestrian, 
from cycling to synchronized diving, and everything 
in between. One of  my favorite things about the 
Olympics is being able to find a sport I’ve never 
heard of  before at two in the morning on MSNBC, 
and end up being captivated by it. During the 2010 
Winter Olympics, I saw curling on TV for the first 
time in my life, and watched it for hours.
   Another one of  my favorite things about the 
Olympics is being able to cheer my heart out for 
a person that I’ve never heard of  before, and in 
all likelihood, will never hear of  again for a while. 
Do you remember the names Todd Rogers and 
Phil Dalhausser? Neither do I. But I do remember 
jumping off  the couch in excitement when they 
teamed up to win gold medals for the United States 
in the men’s beach volleyball competition. People 
go from being total nobodies to national heroes and 
back again every single day during the Olympics. 
And it’s awesome.

   Hey Sports Bro, I read your breakdown of  the 
NBA’s point guards last week and appreciate the 
love you gave to Ricky Rubio. Speaking of  love, 
Rubio’s Minnesota Timberwolves teammate 
Kevin Love is the best power forward in the 
league right?
-John “Goomba” Jorgenson ‘12
   Here’s my top five list of  NBA power forwards 
right now.
   Honorable Mention: Kevin Garnett, Boston Celtics; 
Pau Gasol, Los Angeles Lakers; DeMarcus Cousins, 
Sacramento Kings

   The first two guys would have been in the top five 
two seasons ago but Father Time has taken his toll 
on both of  them. Cousins very well maybe in the top 
five two seasons from now if  he ever decides to grow 
up and play basketball like he’s getting paid to do so. 
The ceiling is very high for Cousins, but because of  
his maturity issues, the floor is also very low. 
   5. Chris Bosh, Miami Heat

   A lot of  people don’t see Bosh as an elite player 
because he so often gets overshadowed by his two 
more famous teammates, LeBron James and Dwayne 

Wade. But Bosh has really found his role for the Heat 
and I believe he will be the x-factor for them when 
the playoffs come around. He is often forgotten by 
other teams because they spend so much energy 
defending Wade and James. If  Bosh can step up and 
take advantage of  that lack of  attention, it’s hard 
to see anyone beating the Heat in the playoffs this 
year.
   4. LaMarcus Aldridge, Portland Trailblazers

   Aldridge is rightfully going to his first all-star 
game this weekend. Starting last year, Aldridge took 
his game to a whole new level and could conceivably 
be in MVP talks at the end of  the year if  the Blazers 
put together a strong run to finish the regular 
season.
   3. Blake Griffin, Los Angeles Clippers

   If  the criteria for the list were just awesome dunks 
and hilarious Kia commercials, Griffin would win 
hands down. But judging by actual NBA production, 
the incredibly talented Griffin still leaves a little 
to be desired. He is an efficient scorer and a very 
good rebounder, but he isn’t a great defender and 
is shooting just 53 percent from the free throw line 
this year. The Clippers have some deserved hype 
surrounding them this year and could make a run 
at a NBA Finals appearance, but Griffin needs to 
improve as a free throw shooter so that his team can 
count on him during crunch time of  playoff  games.
   2. Kevin Love, Minnesota Timberwolves

   Kevin Love totally surprised me as an NBA player. I 
remember watching him at UCLA and thinking that 
he was too chubby and too slow to be an effective 
NBA player. But here he is in his fourth season in 
great shape and leading all power forwards in both 
scoring and rebounding by a wide margin. He has a 
three point game that can stretch the floor for your 
team but can also scrap for rebounds inside. He is 
also a very effective face-stomper.

1. Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks

   Nowitzki isn’t having a great year, but it’s hard 
to deny him the top spot on this list after the run 
he had in last year’s playoffs. If  he can get back to 
anything even resembling the guy he was in last 
year’s finals, the Mavericks will once again be a force 
to be reckoned with in this year’s playoffs.

MARK COOGAN, Sports Editor

Major: 
   Actually I am currently undecided and one of  the 
cool things about Beloit is that I still have a couple 
weeks to declare. I took a lot of  economics classes 
during my first three semesters but I’ve taken a few 
psychology classes these past two semesters and I 
think I’m a little more interested in that right now. 
So we’ll see what happens in the next few weeks.
What do you like best about playing football at 
Beloit College?
   I really like football in general, but here at Beloit 
it’s all about the team and I love the people that are 
involved in football, so I think that being part of  
such a tight-knit team is my favorite part.
What are some goals you have for the next year 
of  your life?
   I would like to perform better academically. I know 
that might sound a little cliché but I would like to 
achieve a high level of  academic success. In terms 
of  football, there are going to be a couple guys 
competing for the starting quarterback job for next 
year’s team, but I can’t put into words how happy 
it would make me to be the starting quarterback 
here at Beloit, so that is definitely also a goal. 
What is one of  your favorite places on campus?
   I really like living in Brannon, or “Brandon Chi” as 
we like to call it. It’s probably the coolest building on 
campus. A lot of  my friends are living there so it’s 
become a really cool place to hang out and is a great 
place to live.

If  you could go on a date with any person in the 
world, who would it be?
   Wow, that’s a pretty intense question. This is going 
to make me sound like a meathead, but I’d have to 
say Megan Fox because all she does is get paid for 

being attractive. She only gets into movies because 
she’s really attractive so I guess that’s kind of  cool.
You get to invite three people, dead or alive, real 
or fictional, to a dinner party; who would they 
be?
   I just saw “Zombie Land” and thought that Woody 
Harrelson was really funny in it, so I guess I’ll go 
with Woody Harrelson. Mark Coogan gets an invite 
because he’s my hero. And the third one has to go 
to the guy who invented Ramen Noodles. I think 
that would be a really interesting person to talk to 
because he has allowed me to eat a full meal for just 
seventeen cents. That’s mind-blowing for me.
[Editor’s note: These responses are accurate and have not 

been altered in any way.]

Since you brought it up, what is your favorite 
meal?
   I like to keep it simple. If  I could eat any food, it 
would just be Rice-A-Roni and chicken. I could eat a 
whole box of  Rice-A-Roni by myself  right now.
What’s your lucky number?
   My lucky number is seven, mostly because I was a 
huge John Elway fan when I was growing up.
Is that your football jersey number?
   No, I currently wear number 12, which has a long 
story behind it. I tried to wear seven here before but 
it didn’t work out. A switch is a definite possibility, 
though.
What are some items on your “Buc Yeah” list?
   I guess the first and most immediate thing is 
to officially declare a major. I’d definitely like to 
graduate, hopefully in four years. I would also like to 
live off-campus at some point.

SEAN LITTLE, Contributor

   Baseball is in the air, my friends. Spring training has already begun for over half  of  
the teams in Major League Baseball. Let’s take a look at the hopefuls, the hopeless and 
the contenders for this coming season by division.
 American League Central
   Let’s be completely serious. Not a single team in this division 
is good at playing baseball. The Ozzie Guillen-less White Sox, 
the not-quite-good-enough Cleveland Indians, and the never-
been-good-in-the-history-of-ever Kansas City Royals aren’t 
showing any signs of  decency in the pre-season. To be frank, 
they’re all hopeless. However, after signing Prince Fielder, the 
Detroit Tigers are looking to be contenders in the post-season. 
A batting line-up with Fielder, Miguel Cabrera, Delmon Young, 
and Victor Martinez could be one of  the best in the league. Las 
Vegas odds makers give them 10:1 odds to win it all.
   AL East
   Let’s get the obvious out of  the way, the Yankees will win a lot 
and Boston will too. Both were given 7:1 odds in Vegas to win 
the World Series this year. The Orioles and Blue Jays probably 
won’t be very good, but they’re always due for a surprise. 
According to the experts in Las Vegas, there are only eight 
teams more likely to win the World Series this year. They won 
91 games last year, and they have Evan Longoria. Contenders.
   AL West
   The Seattle Mariners decided to start camp seven days earlier 
than the rest of  the league. Now, I am all for Ichiro Suzuki. I 

have his poster above my bed. For ten straight years he was an All Star, a Gold Glover, 
and one of  the most dominant hitters in the league. For an entire decade he hit over 
.300. But in 2011, the Ichiro that torched the league for ten years straight ceased to 
exist. I’m sorry Seattle, but with a washed up Ichiro Suzuki, an aging Chone Figgins 
and a pitching staff  that leaves me asking, “Who?” I’m afraid you are among the bottom 
feeders. Hopeless. The Angels will not only win this division, but they will probably win 
it all.
National League East
   Let’s move across the country to a team that has a lot of  people turning their heads: 
the Miami Marlins. If  you haven’t seen their new uniforms (or as I like to call them, 

“outfits”) perhaps you should take a look. The boring old black 
and blue Florida Marlins are gone and the rainbow colored 
Miami Marlins have taken their place. Move over LeBron, the 
new Marlins uniforms (home, away and alternate) are looking 
more and more like Miami’s new ‘Big Three’ every day. Wait 
a minute, did you say they also signed Jose Reyes, Heath Bell 
and hired Ozzie Guillen as the manager? Contenders. Oh, 
and the Phillies are good, too.
   NL Central
   Now let’s look at some teams you actually care about. The 
Brewers and the Cubs both landed 30:1 odds to win the World 
Series in Vegas this year. The Brewers star first baseman, 
Aramis Ramirez… wait a minute, what happened to the fat 
guy? Oh, right. With Fielder in Detroit and Ryan Braun on 
juice, they’re hopeless. As for the Cubs, there is always next 
decade. The Cardinals will win the division buty probably 
not have a chance to defend their World Series title. 
   NL West
   Tim Lincecum. Enough said. The San Francisco Giants 
will take the NL West with ease.

Who the BUC is Luke McLeran?

Luke McLeran ‘14 enjoys Rice-A-Roni, ramen noodles and 

living in Brannon Hall.

Photo courtesey of Luke McLeran

MLB spring training preview

Sports 
Bro’s 
Inbox
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KELSEY RETTKE, Staff Writer
“Forgotten Soldiers”

   This harrowing documentary 
about the Phillippine Scouts 
in World War II is directed by 
Donald Plata. Narrated by Lou 
Diamond Phillips (“Courage 
Under Fire,” “La Bamba”) — 
himself  a Philippine native — the 
film focuses on soldiers in the 
Philippenes enlisted during the 
Second World War to counter the 
Japanese attack.
   With first-hand accounts 
from a number of  veterans 
of  the significant battles of  
Bataan, Subic Bay, Abucay, and 
Corregidor, it tells a tragically 
heroic tale of  the soldiers who 
fought to save their land and 
“hold the lines” even as they 
received no reinforcements and 
were dying by the thousands in 
Japanese POW camps.
   The film includes re-enactments 
in the style typical of  war films 
— the grayish brown hue of  the 
camera, the live-action firing, the 
close-ups of  dead bodies strewn 
across the ground — and also 

live-footage of  war 
reels from the time. The 

film achieves a dual effect: that 
of  presenting the courageous 
soldiers in a heroic light, as well 
as subtly placing a blame on 
those that did nothing to help. 
The wonderful score, though at 
times a little out-of-place, only 
underlines the epic tale of  these 
soldiers.
   There is a chilling moment 
when one vet explains his orders: 
“The order was, ‘All this, at all 
costs.’…so, you know what that 
means.”
   Another striking and ironic 
moment is the surrender of  
General Wainwright to the 
Japanese, occurring on the 
anniversary of  the famous 
surrender of  Robert E. Lee and 
his troops at Appomattox not 100 
year earlier. As the narrator says, 
they both surrendered for the 
same reason: to save their dying 
troops.
   There is without a doubt an 
unsettling truth that “Forgotten 
Soldiers” brilliantly presents: 
the soldiers found themselves in 
a seemingly hopeless situation 
when they received no back-up, 

and yet they were courageous and 
undeniably valiant, determined to 
not give up. And that is what the 
film so eloquently achieves.
   The film won the Power of  
Film award at the festival.

“The Lutefisk Wars”

   Directed by David E. Hall and 
Christopher Panneck, this film 
follows a young country couple in 
the Norwegian town of  Newford, 
North Dakota as they get caught 
up in a series of  events involving 
an ancient lutefisk recipe and 
the Norwegian mafia. Corny at 
times and utterly cringe-worthy 
at others, “The Lutefisk Wars” 
walks a fine line between being 
charmingly witty and over-the-
top silly.
 The film achieves a funny, free-
spirited, small town humor. It 
stars Stewart Skelton (“Failure to 
Launch,” “White Picket Fence”) 
as the newly engaged, aspiring 
chef  Karl Larsen; Deb Hiett as 
his fiancé, Gail; comedian Regan 
Burns as the town police officer, 
Marty; and the ever-funny Joel 
McCrary (“Princess Diaries,” 

“Over The Hedge”) as the 
Lutheran monk, Brother Louie. 
   When an old man turns up out 
of  nowhere and suddenly keels 
over in Larson’s kitchen, Karl 
begins receiving death-threats 
from mysterious callers. His 
fiancé is kidnapped and he turns 
to Marty and Brother Louie for 
help. After finding out the old 
man left a lutefisk recipe that has 
been fought over for centuries 
by two feuding Norwegian mafia 
families, they come up with a plan 
to get Gail back and make both 
families happy.
   The film’s greatest feat is its 
ability to bring small town humor 
and give it a parody-like feel. 
References to the very-popular 
1960’s television series, “The 
Andy Griffith Show,” give the 
film its much-needed charm. In 
the end, it is funny and worthy of  
an eye-roll; silly, but bearable. It 
gives off  the small town humor 
that makes you wish for the good 
ole days of  Deputy Barney Fife 
and Sheriff  Andy Taylor.
   The film won both Best Picture 
and Best Screenplay at the film 
festival.

BIFF reviews

STEVEN JACKSON, Editor-In-Chief 
   
   Last Wednesday, Eaton Chapel held an unforgettable, unconventional 
performance: “Of  Ebony Embers: Vignettes of  the Harlem 
Renaissance.” Written by Akin Babatunde, award-winning actor, 
director and writer, the show provides a glimpse of  an important era 
in American history. The performance was brought to campus by Black 
Students United as part of  Black History Month.  
   The show is an unusual mix of  theater and chamber music — a 
sort of  hybrid of  operetta and spoken-word. There is only one actor, 
hopping between portrayals of  prominent figures from the Harlem 
Renaissance. The music is performed by the Core Ensemble, consisting 
of  piano, cello and percussion. They played classics from the likes of  
Duke Ellington and Charles Mingus, as well as more contemporary 
chamber pieces. The music is far more than background; it adds 
emotional weight to every scene, filling the spare set and taking each 
monologue to a higher level. 
   The show opens on a parlor in an evening in 1935. The ensemble 
began with a disjointed, harsh and brooding piece by modern composer 
Jeffrey Mumford. They seamlessly transitioned to “Epistrophy,” 
an urgently-paced swing tune by Thelonious Monk. Enter Aaron 
Douglas, painter and prominent figure in the Harlem Renaissance. He 
has invited several friends over for a party and hired a chamber music 
ensemble to entertain for the evening. 
   In the following scenes, we meet his intended guests (none of  whom 

attend the party): 
a sickly and bitter 
Claude McKay; 
a flamboyant 

and nearly destitute 
Countee Cullen; and a pensive Langston Hughes. Each scene mixes 
poetry, music and historical fact to portray the cultural movement that 
was the Harlem Renaissance through the eyes of  these men.
   The Core Ensemble has a rotating line-up of  musicians. Wednesday’s 
performance featured Katie Schlaikjer on cello, Chien-I Yang on piano 
and Michael Parola on percussion. Parola founded the Core Ensemble 
in 1993. 
   The performers in Wednesday night’s show live all over the country 
and lead professional lives of  their own. They gather together when it 
comes time to tour a performance. “It feels like we’re part of  a family,” 
said Schlaikjer. 
    “Of  Ebony Embers” usually tours throughout January and 
February, playing concerts to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day and celebrate Black History Month. 
   The ensemble performs multiple shows that mix chamber music 
with narrative theater. “Ain’t I A Woman!” celebrates the lives of  four 
African American women: Sojourner Truth, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Clementine Hunter and Fannie Lou Hamer. “Mona Lisa Speaks” 
imagines what Mona Lisa would have to say about the men who have 
possessed her over time. “Los Valientes” explores the artistic and 
humanitarian passions of  three Latin American activists. Every show 
is educational as well as artistic, focusing on minority biographies and 
the untold aspects of  history.
   “It’s a genre they really invented,” said Schlaikjer. 
   The single actor in the show is Chris White. He has a tremendous 
range, and the ability to switch personas at the drop of  a hat. White 
specializes in musical theater. When he’s not touring the country for 
performances, he lives in New York City.
   “I get a special kick out of  doing this show, because of  the 
educational aspect,” said White. “This is rewarding in a different way.”

Ebony embers light up Eaton

KIARA CARUSO & JEN JOHNSON, Contributors

   SWEATERMAMAS is a radio show too good to be true. It has a little bit of  
everything so it fits every listener like their favorite sweater. We play an eclectic mix 
of  music over our radio hour, from Andrew Bird to Zoo Animal and every artist in 
between. Our airwaves are separated into small sub-headings under a greater theme. For 
example, one week's theme could be Pretty Men With Guitars, and under that we would 
have sub-headings such as moody, peppy, sultry, etc. We try to give a little background 
on the artists we play, and we loooove requests. Hit us up if  you have a particular song 
you want to be groovin' to! Don't forget to tune in on Saturday afternoons at 3 p.m. to 
get a little bit of  that darn charm in yo' weekend. What else are you going to do except 
for stare forlornly at your soon to be neglected homework? Just snuggle up and jam out 
with us. Much love from your SWEATERMAMAS (aka Kiara Caruso and Jen Johnson). 

WBCR Show of the Week 
SWEATERMAMAS!

SPENCER H. BIBLE, Arts & 
Entertainment Editor 

   It’s 2 a.m. You’re tired but can’t sleep. You 
head to the lounge and catch the second run 
of  Adult Swim programming, or some basic 
cable re-runs of  Seinfeld. It just so happens 
that it’s the “Broodwich” or “The Hamptons,” 
whatever you find so irresistible that you 
crack up, and give it a good guffaw.
   But then the laughs are over, the room is 
quiet except for the TV and bare feet shuffling 
out of  the bathroom. The late night piddler 
peeks in to see where the party’s at. It’s an 
awkward exchange: you sitting alone sprawled 
out on the couch. They, all too aware you’re a 
sociopath, laughing to yourself  in the awful 
brick room. You give a half  hearted, “uh 
hey,” but the damage is done. They deny eye 
contact and shuffle off  back to their room 
trying to ignore what they just saw. 
   And that’s the best-case scenario. Worse 
still: 
   “What’s so funny?” 
   “Oh, um George has a small penis.” 
   “What?” 

   “He was in the pool…” 
   “…” 
   “Never mind.” 
   Way to go tiger. Really cleared that up.
   It’s weird to laugh out loud when you’re 
alone.  It’s the yin to farting in public’s yang.
   The Internet hasn’t made this any easier. 
There’s a perceived solitude when trolling 
the web. I know I’m not the only one that has 
laughed openly in the library, realized I’m 
making a sound, and began subtly (not really) 

looking over my shoulder suddenly worrying 
I’m breathing too heavily. 
   We’re not supposed to interact viscerally 
with computer screens. It’s passive, just like 
late night television, and reacting to passive 
media is weird.
   I used to read a lot of  Cracked. My friends 
and I referenced articles (screw it, I still do) in 
casual conversation, because the opinions of  
the Cracked writers were provocative, and in 
an incredibly readable format. My interactions 
with the Internet go through phases. There’s 

a humor site that’s vogue at the time, then 
eventually I move on and find something 
else. Cracked was my go to for a while, so 
it was surreal when I saw Michael Swaim, 
Cracked contributor and writer, drinking a 
Hopaliscious at the C-Haus.
   I had to text my friends from home. 
“DUDE, TOUCH HIM,” and “Tell him he’s 
the best on Cracked by far!” were a few of  the 
quick replies. I was oddly star-struck. Swaim 
was a regular thirty something having a brew, 
but I had known him for years as an Internet 
persona. He has talent. The Cracked team 
turns out a lot of  material, and nothing is 
harder than being funny under pressure.
   He was pleasant: we talked a little about 
writing and the sci-fi novel he’s been working 
on for his entire life. It was cool, and I think 
it’s a nice feather in our cap that Cracked’s 
road show premiere was at our school. Thanks 
to everyone who was involved with setting 
it up, and for those of  you who came out on 
Saturday night, I hope you enjoyed yourselves.
   Too bad that the Internet’s just a passing 
fad. My man in the know tells me it’s all about 
sky writing now.

Cracked addicts score in Beloit

LOUIS BRUNEAU, Staff 
Writer

Top Ten Reasons Why 
Beloit Students Believe 
in Democracy For 
America:
10. Other forms of  
government involve too 
much human contact  
9. Can’t help selves, love 
shouting platitudes about 
freedom 
8. Enticed by excited 
man in suit covered with 
question marks 
7. Were promised free 
money 
6. Heavily invested 
in company that 
manufactures refrigerator 
magnets bearing Winston 
Churchill quotations 
5. Anarcho-syndicalism 
doesn’t roll off  the tongue 
quite so nicely 
4. If  it ain’t broke don’t fix 
it, right? 
3. Feel the illusion of  
choice is better than no 
choice  
2. Not as much fun to 
write-in “Hugh Jass” on 
Finnish ballot 
1. Thought you said 
Democrats 
 
Top Ten Ways Eggs Are 
Prepared At Commons 
During Brunch Any 
Given Saturday:
10. Under hard 
9. Whole, dunked in water 
8. Ostriched 
7. Frazzled, with 
mushrooms 
6. Chicken-fried 
5. Hard-boiled, inside 
whole onion 
4. Cooked? 
3. Saladified  
2. Corned 
1. Nicely toasted 
(like me, lmao)

Louis’ 
top ten

Do your professors 

talk? Are they 

ridiculous?

If so, Out-of-Context 

Professor Quotes 

needs YOU.
Send any awkward excerpts 

to bcroundtable@gmail.com

“Or you could die now I 
suppose, and just get it all 
over with — get hit by a 
bus or something” - Jill 
Budney

“Yes, I am Juan Juan, and 
I’ve become a prostitute 
now!” - Daniel Youd

“And again I’m pulling 
this out of  my you know 
what.” - Jill Budney

“Liqour is quicker but 
incest is best.” 
- Tom McBride

“When I was in college 
there were no such things 
as blogs” - Jill Budney

“It’s erotic if  you use a 
feather during sex; it’s 
kinky if  you use the whole 
chicken.” 
- Greg Buchanan

OOCPQ
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bushel & pecks

Feb 23, 24, 25, March 1, 2, 3, 2012
Beloit College, Kresge Theatre 8 p.m.

Box Office 608-363-2755 M-F 12:30-5pm 

General $8.50, Senior $5, Student $4

Sunday special this week: Food!

 Every Thursday Night is Trivia Night 
from 7 - 9 p.m. Bring or join a team and 

win prizes!

Fish Fry Fridays! Every Friday from 
4:30 - 9-ish p.m.

Hats 
off, 
F*ck 
off

WBCR BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS, Contributors

   The WBCR board of  directors 
want to share some of  their top tunes 
of  the week.

   Franny Alfano:  “Águas de 
Março” — Elis Regina and Tom 
Jobim
An oldie, but a perfect tune for this 
almost springtime weather. Writ-
ten by Tom Jobim, in the early 
2000’s it was named the all time 
best Brazilian song. Check out the 
YouTube video, and be impressed. 
   Louis Bruneau:  “Abominable 
Putridity” — A Burial For The 
Abandoned
The Anomalies Of  Artificial 
Origin is one of  the very very few 
new albums I am excited for, ever 
since I heard their 2011 promo. 
This song not only has legendary 
brutal death vocalist Matti Way, 
but backing gurgles contributed 
by Angel from ultra-minimalist 
slam kings Cephalotripsy! A dis-

gusting delight.
   Karin Carlson:  Robyn Vs Whit-
ney — “Dancing In Houston”
Even if  Whitney Houston hadn’t 
passed away last weekend, this 
song would still be extremely rel-
evant to my life.
   Adam Nicholas:  “Burial” — Kin-
dred (Album: Kindred EP)
Out of  all three songs on the 
EP, Kindred definitely stays true 
to Burial’s two-step feel.  While 
Loner and Ashtray Wasp are more 
than worth a listen, Kindred gives 
an incomparable feeling of  ambi-
ance, with the massive reverb lev-
els giving the track a very infinite 
feel.  Listen to this one lying down 
with headphones if  you have the 
opportunity.
   Bebe Santa-Wood:  Friends — 
“I’m His Girl” (Album: Friends—
Sampler)
This song is all sunshine,lollipops 
and rainbows. Groovy girl-group 
esque ode to chill boyfriends. Ideal 
for your next make-out session in 
the grass.

S o n gs 
oF  th e 
w e ek

Hats off to 
Whitney 
Houston. 
Thanks for 

the music. (Again, 
I decree: every 
party for the rest 

of  the semester must play “I 
Wanna Dance With Somebody,” or else.)
F*ck off to whomever filled Art House’s 
electric dolphin with farts and baby powder. 
Also, f*ck off  to whomever broke it and 
released the fart and baby powder smell upon 
the entire party.
Hats off to Friday mornings spent 
shopping—even if  it means almost being late 
for afternoon class. Sometimes you just gotta 
treat yourself.
Hats off to Commons for themed Sunday 
brunch dishes. Newt’s Cous Cous? Yes, please.
F*ck off to the professor that monopolized 
Richardson for every Wednesday and 
Thursday night of  the semester. Goodbye, 
potential programs.
Hats off to dogs named David Bowie. 
Thanks, Advocates4Choice.

F*ck off to COO for taking the fun out of  
funding.
Hats off to cage fighting at the AST party.
F*ck off to condoms at the Health Center for 
being 10 cents each; it’s really embarrassing 
having to pay for condoms with pennies.
Hats off to the beautiful combination of  bros 
and glow sticks. I really appreciated the light 
show interrupting my grinding. 
F*ck off to people who prey on kindness in 
order to UV Cake me … like it’s their job or 
some sh*t.
Hats off to Maya Rudolph on SNL, she was 
too good to be true.
F*ck off to invite-only parties. Freshmen like 
to get freaky, too. 
Hats off to everyone who uses the new mugs 
and plates at Java Joint; you’re saving the 
world.
F*ck off to Congress for holding a 
congressional committee regarding birth 
control without including any women.
Hats off to the guy who saved my paper from 
deleting itself; you may have saved my life. 
F*ck off to the tour guide I overheard 
telling a bunch of  prospies about where the 

ambulance pulls up when there’s an alcohol 
poisoning in Whitney. 
Hats off to The Terrium for being the best 
valentine ever. Thanks for the valentine, the 
sticker, and the flower.
F*ck off to the person who purposely stepped 
on our kitten at our house party. Really? A 
kitten? An innocent dumpster kitten? He’s 
lived through enough hardships. Also, don’t 
come back. Ever.
Hats off to free, last minute Ira Glass tickets. 
“Do you want to go?” I believe the answer 
“Duh” comes to mind.

Hats off, F*ck off 
SPONSORED BY:

Join us for delicious coffee, 
sandwiches, soup and more!

Don’t forget to check out 
Tuesday Night Movie Night 

and Wednesday Night Scrab-
ble & Board Game Night!

B.E.L.T.: Your classic BLT: thick-cut bacon, fresh lettuce and tomatoes, 
mayonnaise, on whole-grain bread with a fried egg in-between! $5 
Best-o Pesto: Roasted chicken, provolone, roasted red peppers, tomato, 
red onions, and basil pesto on Ciabatta, baked ‘til crispy. $6
Frank’s Special: Fried eggplant, provolone, roasted red peppers, tomato, 
red onions, and basil pesto on Ciabatta. It’s got a new (old) name. Boss’s 
orders. $6
3 A.M. Pulled Pork: While you sleep, our pork roasts. Slow-roasted 
pulled pork with your choice of either (1) mozzarella and guacamole or 
(2) BBQ sauce, cheddar cheese, bacon, and sautéed onions. $6
Create Your Own Grilled Cheese: Choice of provolone, mozzarella or 
cheddar on Italian panini bread or whole wheat $4. Toppings: $1/each: 
Chicken, Fried Eggplant, Bacon, Guacamole. $.50/each: Pesto, Avoca-
do, Roasted Red Peppers. Free: Red onion, yellow onion, lettuce, tomato
Daddy’s Special: Ask about me. Different sandwich every week! Stay 
updated on our Facebook page. 

~Side Dishes~
WEEKLY FRIED SIDE: Ask about our rotating, fried side dish!! $3
Chorizo black bean corn chili: You already know. 16 oz. cup for $3 
Quinoa salad: Quinoa, garlic, black beans, corn, red peppers, red onions, 
cilantro, and lime, spices, and a secret dressing. Served cold but good 
warm as well. $3. 
Pesto Pasta: Spaghetti, olive oil, pesto, and Parmesan. $2.50
Chips and Guacamole: Our “Award-winning Guac” and chips. $3
Soda: Coke, Sprite, Dr. Pepper .75 cents. 
Make your sandwich a combo and get any side and a soda for $3.5
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Open Sunday 4-9 PM 
****New Hours! Order early if you’re hungry!*****
Call (608)-314-6608 to order. Free delivery but tip your delivery boy/
girl!
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bamsassdaddy or 
Follow us on Twitter @BamSassDaddy to stay updated on sandwich & 
side specials
BTYB: Ben Siebert and Aman Bharti


