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Hats off, F*ck off 
SPONSORED BY:

Join us for delicious coffee, 
sandwiches, soup and more!

Don’t forget to check out Tuesday 
Night Movie Night and Wednesday 

Night Scrabble & Board Game Night!

Hats off  to Professor Majeed for 
keeping it real about the MLK 
Convocation. 

F*ck off  to the guy who tackled 
the 609 snow frostitute. We 
worked hard to make that and you 
had no right to destroy it. I hope 
it rains herpes on your lips.

Hats off  the hat with the penguin 
hat. Your hat is a penguin and 
your penguin is a hat.

F*ck off  to whomever filed a 
noise complaint with security 
about me using my bullhorn on 
Theta’s porch. This is supposed to 
be a place where people can have 
bullhorns.

Hats off  to the facial expressions 
people make when they realize 
Java Joint is closed. 

F*ck off  to @MainstreamBC. 
Don’t be mean. Just f*ck off. 

Hats off  to all of  our new 
columnists and writers.

F*ck off  to the fact that none of  
the new food service plans involve 
serving alcohol in Commons.

Hats off  to the DK’s worker who 
swiped for me when I couldn’t pay 
for my lunch.

F*ck off  to dubstep life advice. 
You don’t know when my beat is 
gonna drop.

Hats off  to bacon popcorn.

F*ck off  to professors and Beloit 
College staff  for following me on 
Twitter. I feel weird about this.

Hats off  to girls in red capes. 
Keep on keepin’ on.

The spinning 
wheel of 
food service
Josh Carton, Contributor

The pack of  food service companies vying 

for College money has been narrowed down 

to four. This week, all four will give live 

presentations to the campus. Here is a review 

of  the executive summaries of  each of  the 

food management companies.

Sodexo: Sodexo drew plans 
to turn Commons into a small shopping 
center. They want to rip out everything 
that happens in Pearsons right now and 
make it a giant two-floor cafeteria. They 
want to capture what they term the 
“Beloit Flavor.” They came in, heard what 

our values are, and 
then encapsulated 
each of  them in 
w e - t h i n k - t h i s -
is-stupid quotes. 
    They talk about 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
once, but only in 
conjunction with 
“great tastes,” and 
never elaborate 
on it after that. 
They have no 
interest in organics, 
and even less in 
locally sourced 
foods. They’re trying to 
cover that fact up with 
buzzwords like “bistro 
menu” and “freshness.” 
The amount of  veiled 
dishonesty here is appalling. 
    But to be fair, there are a 
number of  good ideas here. 
Their plan to have a “Student 
Board of  Directors” of  food 

service has a lot 
of  potential for 
positive impact 
on campus. 
And of  the 
three external 
food service 
p r o v i d e r s , 
Sodexo is the 
only one that has 
stated plans to 
retain all college 
e m p l o y e e s , 
and pay them 
“ com par abl e ” 
compensation; 

to maintain student 
employment and 
offer internships in 
marketing, sustainability 
and nutrition; and to 
refurbish the C-Haus 
kitchen and bring it 
under the purview of  
college food services. 
    But even these good 

ideas are each only mentioned once and 
never elaborated upon. Student Board of  
Directors is a great title to throw around, 
but what does it mean? What would it 
do? How would it function within the 
administration of  food services? One of  
the greatest benefits that college employees 
receive is that their children can attend an 
ACM college for only the cost of  room and 
board. No matter how “comparable” the 
compensation package is, this will not be 
included. On top of  that, Commons would 
have new management, a new general 
manager, a new supervising manager, and 
even a new overarching Sodexo supervisor, 
based in Milwaukee. How much are all of  
those extra managers going to cost us? 
    For all their good ideas, Sodexo’s 
document is too boldly produced, too 
laden with marketing tricks and too 
Hollywood for comfort. That, coupled 
with lazy editing and the encapsulation of  
all our stated values in scare quotes, tells 
me all I need to know about their intended 
relationship with the staff, students and 
faculty of  this college.

HEAR THE FOOD 
SERVICE PROPOSALS.
COMMON HOUR (12-1:30), 

MOORE LOUNGE
SODEXO: Monday

ARAMARK: Wednesday
BELOIT COLLEGE DINING 

SERVICE: Thursday
BON APPETIT: Friday (Continued on page 4) 

IAN HEDGES, News Editor

   As many students returned to Beloit 
after winter break, they were greeted by 
a Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration two 
days after Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Students additionally found an intensified 
debate on Beloit’s stuboard. 
   The emails began with Professor of  
Philosophy and Religious Studies Debra 
Majeed stating, “Tomorrow marks what 
should be a beautiful day of  remembrance 
and service on campus commemorating 
the life of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but 
tomorrow will not be a good day to be a 
Beloiter!” 
  Majeed then highlighted why it was 
critically important to host the MLK 
Convocation on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, “For me, the significance of  King’s 
birth, life and death becomes real every 
day. Without the sacrifices and subversive 
activities of  many of  my ancestors and 
others, without them living and dying 
to set the stage for me to experience the 

privileges I do, I COULD NOT HAVE 
BECOME one of  the first two African-
American tenured professors at Beloit.” 
   Majeed continually emphasized how 
an institution like Beloit, dominated by 
white students and faculty, would not have 
diversified had it not been for the social 
movements started by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
   Several other professors such as 
Professor of  Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Roc Ordman, Associate Professor of  
Theatre Arts Amy Sarno and Professor of  
Education Sonja Darlington contributed 
to the conversation after Majeed voiced 
her concerns. 
   Ordman added that “I have it on my 
schedule to attend the MLK convocation at 
4 p.m. on Monday,” and said that he was 
hoping that Majeed was wrong because it 
would affect our efforts to attract a more 
diverse faculty and student body. 
   Sarno then replied to the emails that she 
was glad that “this discussion was being 
made public” and that she “felt it was a 
grave mistake to move the celebration.” 

Darlington later sent a StuBoard 
announcement supporting the concerns of  
Sarno and Majeed. 
   In response, Director of  Communications 
and Marketing Jason Hughes sent out a 
stuboard announcement apologizing for 
moving the convocation. Hughes stated, 
“I’d hoped that by moving this to a day 
when we were all back on campus and in 
classes we could improve attendance by 
students, faculty and staff, as well as by our 
neighbors and community.” 
   In a follow-up interview, Hughes said 
that he made the decision to move the 
event in consultation with Assistant Dean 
of  Students Cecil Youngblood. However, 
he admitted that, “I don’t think it went 
better than last year’s [event]. I did not 
think it was going to be diminishing to 
this event.” When asked if  the college had 
received a negative response for the event, 
Hughes replied that there was “no negative 
response, but that doesn’t mean we’re not 
concerned about it.” 
  Majeed did not respond to a request for 
an interview.  

Beloit’s MLK convocation controversy

FDR’s ghost 
haunts the 
2012 
Republican 
Primary
SASHA DEBEVEC-McKENNEY, 
Opinions Editor

    On this day, one hundred 
and thirty years ago, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt was born. As 
much as I would love to walk 
you step-by-step through his 
life, we’ll skip ahead to the 
present day. In the present 
day, I make myself  sit 
through the Republican 
primary debates, and even 
though I should be angry 
about some of  their 
sexist, homophobic 
views, what I really 
get angry about is 
how they continually 
trample on FDR. 
Maybe I’m biased—
first off, I love 
presidents. Secondly, 
both of  my parents 
and two of  my sisters are or have been employed at 
the Department of  Social Services (DSS), which is 
a direct descendant of  FDR’s New Deal programs.  

I’m a sucker for the New Deal because I believe 
the government should take care of  its 

people. The government has a moral 
obligation to make sure its people 
are healthy, can afford food and 
can support their families. Mitt 
Romney, Ron Paul and Newt 
Gingrich do not believe this. 
(Side note: For the reason 
that he is imaginary, Rick 
Santorum will not appear in 
this editorial.) They believe 

in cutting the programs 
for which the New Deal 

paved the way: food stamps, 
financial assistance for the 

elderly, disabled and families 
with children, medical assistance 
to children, nursing home care, 
and ongoing investigations 
of  financially/emotionally/
physically abused elderly and 
disabled people. Those are 
only some of  the programs 
DSS takes care of. For 
example, in my home state 
of  Connecticut, 80 percent 
of  the Social Services 
budget goes to nursing 
home care—not, as 
conservatives will have 
you believe, to drug 
money for minorities 
who just can’t stop 
having children.  
I look up to my parents 
especially because 
they both dedicated 
their working lives 
to taking care of  
the people in the 

community. Through his 
job at the state, my Dad was involved with funding a program 
called the Fatherhood Initiative of  Connecticut, which, among 
other things, prepares teenage fathers for new (Continued on page 4) 

FDR’s ghost curb-rolls Ron Paul.
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CAROLYN STRANSKY, Staff Writer

   With new representatives, a new executive 
board and elections to be had, proper 
introductions were in order for the first 
Beloit Student Congress meeting of  the 
spring semester on Monday, Jan. 23. 
   After brief  introductions of  those in 
attendance and a review of  what it means 
to represent a club, the meeting truly 
commenced with a business section full of  
change. The committee first ran over the 
possible alteration of  the executive board 
bylaws, which would add the chair of  Club 
Oversight Organization (COO) to the 

voting members and move communications 
coordinator to a non-voting position. 
   Once the bylaws were properly discussed, 
elections for the spring semester took place 
and the results were as follows:

• Rich Steffensmeier’13 as 
Parliamentarian 

• Xenofon Kontouris’14 as 
Communications Coordinator 

• Hugh Berglind’14 as Treasurer 
• Mengde “Harley” Liu’15 as 

Secretary 
• Nicole Weber’15 as the COO 

Chair
• Matthew Walthius’14 and Hannah 

Richter’15 as Budget Committee 
members 

   Voting on the changes to the executive 
board bylaws and further elections will 
happen at BSC’s meeting tonight (Jan. 30). 
The student forum tonight will be hosted 
by Dean of  Students Christina Klawitter on 
the possibility of  a new recreational center.

HANA SKOBLOW, Staff Writer

 • As if  the country wasn’t dependent 

enough upon Starbucks, the company 
has now announced that they will begin 
selling alcohol in select locations. Outlets 
in Seattle and Portland, Ore. are already 
selling beer and liquor and locations in 
Chicago, Atlanta and southern California 
are set to receive their liquor licenses soon 
as well. Watch out world–America’s going 
to be wired and wasted.
• Legendary football coach Joe Paterno 

died last Sunday at 85. After being fired 
from his 46-year-long career at Penn. State 
over a sexual abuse scandal involving his 
assistant coach, Paterno announced that he 
suffered from lung cancer. Crowds gathered 
in front of  the university’s Beaver Stadium 
to mourn the loss of  JoePa who brought 
Penn State 409 victories, the most of  any 
college football coach in history.
• When FBI agents in East Haven, Conn. 

arrested four police officers for racially 
profiling Latinos, citizens turned to Mayor 

Joseph Maturo, asking how he would make 
it up to the Latino community. Tactfully, 
he replied, “I might have some tacos when 
I get home.” So far, citizens have sent the 
mayor 500 tacos to draw attention to the 
comment.
• Former “Wheel of  Fortune” host Pat 

Sajak admitted in a recent interview that 
he and Vanna White used to host the show 
while drunk. “Our dinner breaks would 
be two-and-a-half  hours long while they 
drove in new cars and boats and gazebos 
and stuff,” he said. “So at NBC in Burbank 
we had a place called Los Arcos across the 
street, and they served great margaritas. So 
Vanna and I would go across and have two 
or three and six and then come and do the 
last shows and have trouble recognizing 
the alphabet.” 
• Because of  a Santorum-esque Google 

problem, Manhattan lawyer Matthew 
Couloute, Jr. is suing two of  his ex-
girlfriends who posted unflattering 
messages about him on liarscheatersrus.
com, calling him “scum” and claiming 
that he has never been faithful in any of  
his relationships. Now, the first entry 
associated with Googling his name is 
liarscheatersrus.com. Not exactly the 
reputation that a high-powered attorney 
wants to have.

Sources: Nerve, Seattle Times, Gothamist, 
CNN

STEVEN JACKSON, Editor-in-
Chief

   The men’s sauna in the Sports Center 
is out of  commission and likely will be 
for about a month.
   On the morning of  Thursday, Jan. 
12, the sauna began emitting noxious 
smoke, which filled the locker room and 
the downstairs hallway. The source? 
Burning plastic on the sauna’s electric 
stove. 
   A Sports Center patron put a plastic 
object on the heating unit and left it 
there. For lack of  evidence (and due 

to an unshakable faith in the goodness 
of  humankind) Sports Center staff  
assumes it was an accident. 
   “The good things is, this time it 
wasn’t because anyone was misusing 

it [the sauna],” said Peggy Steffen, 
business operations manager at the 
Sports Center. Steffen is referring to 
the closure of  the sauna last year due to 
steamy co-ed “extra-curriculars” taking 
place. 
   The accident comes with a 
considerable price tag. Four of  the 

stove’s six heating elements, the 
metal grill and all of  the heating 
rocks were damaged. Not counting 
the cost of  labor, fixing the stove will 
cost approximately $800, according 
to Maintenance Supervisor Bruce 
Hamilton. 
   It will probably be three to four weeks 
before the sauna is up and running 
again.
   “It’s not really a priority, with 
everything else we have going on on 
campus,” said Hamilton.

BSC Report: Takin’ 
care of business

Sauna stove 
sabotaged

PHOTO BY STEVEN JACKSON
Sad little broken sauna...
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BETH HANSON, News Editor
   The Food Service Task Force (FSTF) and 
the Commission on Space Use Planning 
(CSUP) are currently evaluating proposals 
and preparing to make recommendations to 
President Scott Bierman.
   This week, three external food management 
companies — Sodexo, Aramark and Bon Appetit 
— and Beloit College Dining Services will 
publicly present their proposals. Presentations 
will take place from noon to 1:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
this week in Moore Lounge, Pearsons Hall. 
In order to accommodate as many students 
as possible, videotapes of  the presentations 
will be shown at 6:30 p.m. 
each night in the President’s 
Lounge of  Chapin Hall.
   The Food Service Task 
Force received proposals from 
five companies, but narrowed 
it down to Sodexo, Aramark, 
and Bon Appetit.
   In their request for 
proposals, FSTF specified 
themes and qualifications. 
Themes included what kind 
of  food is delivered, what 
meal plan would be the best, 
what spaces work best and 
how food is infused into 
students’ everyday lives. 
   “All staff  will be retained. 
We said [in the request] that 
any company coming here 
will retain the staff. They 
have all agreed to that,” Dean 
of  Students and FSTF chair 
Christina Klawitter said. “If  
we go with a company, we’ll 
make sure that is part of  our 
contract.”
   While the proposals all have 
similar ideas since they were 
responding to the FSTF’s 
request, the proposals are different in how 
they would be executed. Klawitter said that it 
is important to choose the proposal that best 
fits Beloit College, whether from an outside 
company or Beloit College Dining Services.
   Getting feedback from the campus community 
was important to FSTF. Student opinions 
on staff  retention and interest in where food 
comes from were especially useful. FSTF spent 
most of  last semester gathering feedback and 
identifying the most important themes. 
   Klawitter also stressed how important it is 
that students attend the proposal presentations 
this week. 
   “There will be some vehicle for online feedback 
to be announced on the Terrarium,” Klawitter 
said. She expects the online form will be up the 
week following the presentations.
   After feedback has been considered, FSTF 
will make a recommendation to President 
Bierman by mid-February. There will be 
a period of  negotiation with the chosen 
company. Klawitter expects that the decision 
could be made and finalized by the week after 

spring break.
   The proposal selected by FSTF and approved 
by Bierman will go into effect in fall 2012.

   Last semester, CSUP established “principles,” 
the ideas that guide the work of  the commission. 
“Principles” included the idea of  third places, 
spaces that combine academic and residential 
settings.
  After establishing “principles,” CSUP 
focused on “priorities,” or project ideas. Based 
on priorities, CSUP created three scenario 
proposals to seek community feedback on in 
December 2011.
   The first proposal focused on expanding and 
enhancing physical space for the humanities. 

As part of  this proposal, the World Affairs 
Center (WAC) and South College would be 
renovated. South would be renovated with 
approximately 12 faculty offices and possible 
classroom spaces. Existing faculty offices and 
classrooms in WAC would then be improved.
   The second proposal is to create an 
expanded, enhanced and integrated space for 
the arts. Studio art facilities would move to a 
refurbished Smith Building and Physical Plant 
would move to a different building. 
   The third proposal is to re-conceptualize 
and reconfigure Pearsons Hall. Possibilities 
for Pearsons involve reconfiguring the layout. 
DK’s would be expanded and Java Joint 
moved to the second floor. Student activities, 
accounting and financial aid would move to the 
basement.
   “The big effort is because DK’s and Java Joint 
aren’t optimized,” CSPU student reprasentative 
Ari Jacobs’12 said. “[We want] a better DK’s 
and Java Joint.”
   For more details on this set of  proposals, 
visit http://www.beloit.edu/academicaffairs/

news/.
   CSUP is currently constructing another set 
of  three scenario proposals.
   The first proposal focuses on “front porches,” 
in particular on Middle College. Ideas about 
Middle College include increasing accessibility 
to the president and provost by moving the 
president’s office to Gage House and relocating 
the office of  the provost to Pearsons.
   The second proposal focuses on student 
residences. Ideas for student residences include 
enhancing common spaces with Wi-Fi and 
cooking facilities, reconfiguring the ’64 Halls, 
enhancing natural lighting, moving security 
to the Health Center’s current location in 
Porter Hall and the Health Center to another 

location, exploring 
the construction of  
a student residence 
downtown and 
considering the 
demolition of  609 
Emerson.
   The third proposal 
focuses on the 
reacquisition of  
Emerson Hall 
Apartments in 2016. 
Ideas for Emerson Hall 
Apartments include 
utilizing it for special 
interest housing or 
as a location for a 
charter school for pre-
Kindergarten through 
fifth grade.
   Provost and Dean 
of  the College Ann 
Davies emphasized 
that these are project 
ideas, not plans. She 
said, “They’re not set 
in stone. We want to 
gauge reactions.”
   “We’re looking 
at possibilities for 

spaces,” Klawitter said. “There’s a difference 
between what is a priority and what we might 
have the money to fund.”
   CSUP will hold two open forums. The first 
will be on Feb. 6 at 12:30 p.m. in Mathers, 
Pearsons Hall. The second will be at 4 p.m. in 
South Lounge, WAC.
   CSUP hopes that students will attend the 
forums and provide feedback. If  students are 
unable to attend the open forums and wish to 
offer feedback, they can email CSUP student 
representatives Jacobs, jacobsa@beloit.edu, 
and Mark Freker’12, frekerm@beloit.edu.
The following week, Feb. 10-11, CSUP will 
bring their ideas to the board of  trustees 
meeting.
     “After that meeting, we’ll have a greater sense 
[of  what’s feasible],” Davies said. “What we 
produce won’t be a ‘plan,’ but a set of  queries 
and possibilities that we think would benefit 
from further exploration, with the assistance 
of  experts, in a second phase of  study.”
   CSUP will make a recommendation of  
priorities to Bierman on March 1.

A task force update

PTRICIA WEBER, Contributor

  The year 2012 is beginning with several state 
governments putting gay marriage on the 
front burner of  their legislative agenda. Gay 
marriage is being put on the ballot in some states.  
  If  these states pass gay marriage bills or vote 
for gay marriage, they will be joining New 
York, Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Vermont and the District of  Columbia. 
 Maine: This is the only New England state that does not 
have civil unions or gay marriage legalized. EqualityMaine, 
the American Civil Liberties Union, the Maine Women’s 
Lobby and supporters have collected over 105,000 petition 
signatures to force a referendum in November to allow 
the gay marriage bill. Maine’s Legislature approved gay 
marriage in 2009 but opponents put the question before 
voters again and the law was overturned (53 percent to 
47 percent). EqualityMaine believes that the referendum 

will pass this year. According to EqualityMaine’s 
polling, Maine voters now support marriage equality 
with a 54 percent majority. Maine would be the first 
state to enact gay marriage through the ballot box.  
 Maryland:  After stalling in last year’s legislative session, 
lawmakers in Maryland are reconsidering gay marriage. 
Maryland’s Democratic legislators have had problems 
with gaining support because influential ministers from 
around the state have vocally opposed the gay marriage 
bill. State Delegate Don Dwyer is one of  the main 
opponents who says he will favor a bill allowing civil 
unions but not marriage because, “It’s not about rights 
and benefits, it’s not about love, it’s about educating 
children into the homosexual life style.” Baltimore 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake disagrees with Dwyer, 
stating, “It’s about getting over prejudice and making 
sure that we protect families.” If  the gay marriage bill 
manages to pass the Maryland House and Senate, Gov. 
Martin O’Malley has expressed that he will sign the bill.  
   New Jersey: In 2010, the New Jersey Senate defeated 

a marriage equality bill. Now, New Jersey Democrats 
are trying to reintroduce the bill in the Legislature. 
Republican Gov. Chris Christie has said that he will veto 
the bill, because he would rather see the measure go in 
front of  the voters. Democrats will need to have votes from 
New Jersey Republican legislators to override any veto. 
Washington State: On Jan. 4, Gov. Chris Gregoire 
announced that she would be introducing a marriage 
equality bill to the Washington Legislature. At a public 
press conference, Gov. Gregoire said, “Some say domestic 
partnerships are the same as marriage. That’s a version 
of  the discriminatory ‘separate but equal’ argument.” 
Several days later, Democratic legislators were 
scrambling to find the 25 votes needed for the bill to pass 
in the Senate. After the first hearing on the bill, Senator 
Mary Margaret Haugen became the twenty-fifth senator 
to announce she will be voting for the gay marriage bill, 
which makes the bill’s passage in the June legislative 
session almost certain. 

Marriage equality spreads

Food Service Task Force:

• Monday, Jan. 30: Sodexo 
proposal presentation 12-
1:30 p.m. in Moore Lounge, 
Pearsons Hall; 6:30 p.m. 
videotape showing in 
President’s Lounge, Chapin 
Hall.
• Wednesday, Feb. 

1: Aramark proposal 
presentation 12-1:30 p.m. 
in Moore Lounge, Pearsons 
Hall; 6:30 p.m. videotape 
showing in President’s 
Lounge, Chapin Hall.
• Thursday, Feb. 2: Beloit 
College Dining Services 
proposal presentation 12-
1:30 p.m. in Moore Lounge, 
Pearsons Hall; 6:30 p.m. 
videotape showing in 
President’s Lounge, Chapin 
Hall.
• Friday, Feb. 3: Bon 
Appetit proposal 
presentation 12-1:30 p.m. 
in Moore Lounge, Pearsons 
Hall; 6:30 p.m. videotape 
showing in President’s 
Lounge, Chapin Hall.
• Week of  Feb. 6-10: 

online feedback form 
expected to be available.
• Mid-February: Food 
Service Task Force 
expected to make a 
recommendation to 
Bierman.
• Week of  March 12-16: 

The decision could be made 
and negotiated.
• Fall 2012: 

Implementation of  the 
chosen proposal.

Commission on Space 

Use Planning:

• Monday, Feb. 6: Open 
forum at 12:30 p.m. in 
Mathers, Pearsons Hall.
• Wednesday, Feb. 8: Open 
forum at 4 p.m. in South 
Lounge, WAC
• Feb. 10-11: CSUP brings 
ideas to board of  trustees.
• March 1: CSUP makes 
a recommendation to 
Bierman.

PHOTO BY HENRY WERRELL
Students enter Commons for brunch on Saturday.

SOPA/
PIPA vote 
postponed
HENRY GREENFIELD, Staff Writer

   On Friday, Jan. 20, majority leader Harry 
Reid announced that the Senate would 
postpone its vote on the PROTECT IP 
Act (PIPA) bill indefinitely.  The House 
of  Representatives has similarly put the 
Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) bill on 
hold. These announcements came after 
widespread protest against the bills.
   SOPA and PIPA would extend American 
copyright laws to foreign websites.  
According to the bills, if  a foreign website 
were found sharing copyrighted content, 
that website could be removed from 
American Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) or search engines.  

   Supporters of  the bills, such as the Motion 
Pictures Association of  America (MPAA), 
say that SOPA and PIPA are necessary 
to protect intellectual property as well 
as jobs, which they claim are threatened 
when websites pirate copyrighted content 
made in America. 
   Opponents say that blocking websites 
from ISPs or search engines is equivalent 
to censorship and sets a dangerous 
precedent by giving the government 
authority to regulate the Internet.  The 
White House does not support the bills.
   Protest against SOPA and PIPA has been 
especially fervent on the Internet.  On Jan. 
18, websites like Wikipedia and Reddit 
participated in a day long “blackout” in 
opposition to the bills. Google also posted 
an online petition against the bills.  The 
petition got about 4.5 million signatures.  
In addition to resistance online, protests 
were held in several major cities such as 
New York and San Francisco.
   This backlash was strong enough to 
take SOPA and PIPA off  the table for the 
time being. Immediately following the 
protests, at least a dozen senators who 
had previously supported PIPA switched 
their positions, claiming that the bill 

would need to be amended before they 
could vote in favor of  it.  
   Even so, on Jan.19, the FBI, with 
assistance from New Zealand authorities, 
arrested Megaupload CEO Kim Dotcom 
in New Zealand where he is currently 
waiting extradition to the U.S.  Dotcom 
and six others have been charged with 
violating U.S. copyright laws and money 
laundering.  Shortly after the arrest, 
the Department of  Justice shut down 
Megaupload. Before his arrest, the FBI 
had been investigating Kim Dotcom for 
two years.  The Department of  Justice 
was able to shut down Megaupload 
because of  the PRO-IP act, which became 
law in 2008.
   In response, the “hactivist” group 
Anonymous crashed ten websites 
including the Department of  Justice, the 
FBI and the MPAA. 
   Mike Masnik of  Techdirt.com believes 
that the government has overstepped its 
authority.  “It certainly appears that the 
U.S. Justice Department and Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) don’t 
think they need any new law to go after 
people in foreign countries over claims of  
criminal copyright infringement.” 

2011:
• May 12: PIPA proposed by U.S. 
Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.)
• October 26: SOPA proposed by U.S. 
Representative Lamar Smith (R-Texas)
2012:

• January 14: The White House 
releases a statement against SOPA and 
PIPA.
• January 18: Multiple websites stage 
protests online, which include the 
“blackouts” of  Wikipedia, I CAN HAZ 
CHEESEBURGER and Google’s 
petition.
• January 19: Megaupload CEO is 
arrested in New Zealand for copyright 
infringement and money laundering.
• January 19: Anonymous hacks ten 
pro-SOPA/PIPA websites.
• January 20: U.S. Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) 
announced that the PIPA vote would 
be postponed.
• January 20: U.S. Rep. Smith puts 
SOPA on hold.
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ARI JACOBS, Science Columnist

   A quick disclaimer: Please refrain 
from forcing your sick grandma to 
ingest her 24-carat gold wedding ring. 
It will only further deteriorate her 
situation and piss off  grandpa. On the 
other hand, she might be better off  
if  you snagged her ring and sold it to 
researchers at Rice University, where 
scientists have recently discovered that 
gold-coated sand is the cure for cancer.
   Not that you should offer grandma 
a smelted wedding ring on sand á la 
carte. The researchers at Rice use small 
gold-coated sand “nanoparticles” made 
via chemical reactions, one-billionth the 
size of  a meter. To give you a sense of  
scale, the average height of  a human 
is close to 1.5 meters. The diameter of  
the sun is about 1.5 billion meters; thus 
gold-coated sand nanoparticles are to 
humans as humans are to the diameter 
of  the sun. In comparison to poor 
grandma’s tumors, the nanoparticles 
are about one million times smaller and 
many times less toxic to the human 
body.

   Referring to the particles as 
“gold-coated sand” is a pretty good 
approximation of  their composition. 
You can think of  the nanoparticles 
as perfect spheres made up of  an 
inner core and outer shell. The core is 
composed of  silicon dioxide, the same 
material that makes up sand, glass, 
and your family’s prized porcelain 
possessions. Scientists chemically 
deposit a thin layer of  gold around the 
silicon dioxide core, with a thickness 
generally three times larger than that 
of  the core. Other compounds present 
in the nanoparticle, such as the food 
additive polyethylene glycol, assist in 
making the nanoparticle biocompatible.
   The outer shell of  the nanoparticle is 
where the magic happens. (Spoiler alert: 
it’s not magic.) Unlike your body, gold 
nanoparticles absolutely love infrared 
light. Infrared light has a wavelength 
that’s just beyond red and invisible to 
the human eye. Coincidentally, infrared 
light is also invisible to the human 
body. Shining an infrared flashlight 
at the human body will simply pass 
the light straight through (mostly) 
untouched. Gold, however, will absorb 
infrared light, causing the gold to 
vibrate and generate large amounts of  
heat. Tumors will do anything to get 
away from excess heat, including dying.
   In 2004, researcher at Rice 
published an article showing effects 

of  nanoparticle treatment on 
tumors in mice. Seven out of  twenty 
four mice with tumors received a 
nanoparticle injection. After waiting 
for the nanoparticles to reach their 
final destination, scientists shined an 
infrared laser on the tumor of  interest. 
Tumors on mice that did not receive 
nanoparticle injections doubled in size 
and ultimately killed the mice. (The 
tumors actually became the same size 
as their bodies. Don’t get me started on 
animal ethics in lab.) The seven mice 
with nanoparticles also eventually died, 
but of  old age--each of  their tumors 
was successfully destroyed without 
damaging other tissue in the body. Let’s 
see, if  we do the math correctly, that’s 
a 100 percent success rate for mice 
treated with nanoparticles. Saved by the 
bling?
   So why aren’t hospital storage rooms 
packed with gold-coated sand for 
immediate cancer treatment? First, 
more research on their toxicity is 
required before human testing. Silicon 
dioxide has little effect on the human 
body, but tiny particles of  gold may 
have harmful properties. Second, 
scientists are currently optimizing 
the size and shape of  the particles for 
cancer therapy because, unfortunately 
for scientists, Lipitor does not save 
cancer patients from gold-clogged 
arteries.

MEGHAN BENSON, Director of 
Community Education Planned 
Parenthood of Wisconsin 

  Planned Parenthood of  Wisconsin 
encourages women and men to start the 
new year off  safe, healthy and strong by 
taking the following five steps to prevent 
disease and promote health and wellbeing.
   1. Schedule your annual health visit 
with Planned Parenthood or your primary 
health care provider. Your health care 
provider will discuss your health concerns 
with you, recommend appropriate health 
screenings based on your history and risk, 
provide information on disease prevention, 
and offer additional resources for your 
health and wellbeing.

   2. Get the screenings recommended 
by your health care provider. If  you are 
sexually active, be sure to get tested for 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs). 
Many STIs are easily curable or treatable, 
but left untreated, can lead to more 
serious problems, including infertility. 
Women should also have regular breast 
and cervical cancer screenings. STI 
testing, treatment and breast and cervical 
cancer screening are available through 
Planned Parenthood.
     3. For all women of  reproductive age, 
it is never too late to make a reproductive 
life plan, including if  and when you might 
want children, how you will prepare for 
safe and healthy pregnancy and childbirth, 
who will help and support you as a parent 
and how you will prevent unintended 

pregnancies.
   If  you are not ready to get pregnant yet, 
in between pregnancies, not planning to 
have children or are done having children, 
there are many safe and effective methods 
of  birth control to choose from. 
   4. Stress can impact your health, 
including your sexual and reproductive 
health, in many ways. It may have physical 
effects ranging from headaches to ulcers 
to lowered immune defenses. It may 
impact your relationships with others or 
your ability to be successful at school or 
work.
   Minimize stress by learning improved 
coping skills, such as breathing exercises, 
meditating, physical activity, and how to 
better communicate your needs to those 
around you. 

   5. Take preventive steps to protect your 
sexual and reproductive health. If  you 
are sexually active, talk with your partner 
about safer sex, use condoms or dental 
dams to prevent transmission of  STIs, 
and make sure you and your partner get 
tested for STIs before becoming sexually 
active with each other.
   All sexually active individuals should 
receive the Hepatitis A/B vaccine to 
prevent the sexual transmission of  these 
viruses, and anyone age 26 and younger 
should receive the HPV vaccine. HPV is 
the virus associated with cervical cancer 
as well as other types of  cancer.
   For more information or to find a 
Planned Parenthood near you, go to 
ppwi.org or call 800-230-PLAN.

Tips for a safe and healthy new year

The secret life 
of a Greek
ERIC HETLAND, Greek Life Columnist 

   My name is Eric Hetland and I am a senior double 
majoring in political science and education. I am a head 
RA, a senior class officer and a proud member of  Phi 
Kappa Psi. Over the next few weeks, I will write about 
Greek Life, its members, events, and most importantly 
how Greeks are perceived on this campus.  
    Why are these articles worth your time, you might 
ask? Over 20 percent of  Beloit College students are 
Greek. More students identify as Greek than any single 
club, academic major, varsity or intramural sport. 

For such a large group on campus, it is often 
stifled and woefully misunderstood. As my own 

experience has shown, most Greeks feel marginalized or 
judged in an intellectually condescending way. We are 
too often seen as weak minded individuals who need to 
pay to have friends, submit to peer pressure, and do not 
take our academics seriously. Fraternities specifically are 
perceived as “douche armies” that promote and relish 
in misogyny, sexism, and hazing that involves binge 

drinking. 
   Clearly, misunderstandings are prevalent. Thus, as 
liberal arts students, we should strive to think beyond 
misinformed stereotypes and instead think critically 
about the perceptions we have of  our peers and how 
those came to be.  

    In all likelihood, you have noticed the abundance 
of  rush week advertising, from Kappa Delta’s records 
spinning in the wind to Phi Psi’s color posters. Since 
first years cannot join a Greek organization until 
their second semester, these students will have a good 
understanding of  our campus and of  the different Greek 
organizations by now. If  your friends are considering 
joining a fraternity or sorority, be supportive.  If  you are 
considering joining, please come out to one of  the many 
rush events being offered. Simply put, students who go 
Greek at Beloit do not join Greek organizations. They 
join because of  the people in Greek organizations. The 
ideals, character, and culture of  the people in each of  
those Greek organizations appeals, or does not appeal, to 
the aspiring Greek.  
    Greek Life has a very positive effect on this campus 
and on the lives of  those involved. For many Greeks, it 
is the reason they have stayed at Beloit when times have 
gotten tough. Therefore, I invite you to come along with 
me this semester as I explore the secret life of  Beloit 
College Greeks.

ACM revisited
KATHLEEN HANSEN, 
Feature Editor

    Last Saturday, as I sat 
on a bus en route to a track 
meet at the University 
of  Chicago, I took in the 
beauty of  the Chicago 
skyline which resulted 
in pangs of  nostalgia. In 
Fall 2011, I participated 
in the Associated Colleges 
of  the Midwest’s 
Chicago Program: Arts, 
Entrepreneurship, and 
Urban Studies. The 
program, hands down, was 
the best experience I have 
had in my life. 
    Students choose a 
seminar class focused on 
three content areas (arts, 
entrepreneurship, or urban 
studies), participate in 
an internship, complete 
an independent study 
project and take the 
interdisciplinary Core 
Course, which aims to 
examine issues affecting 
Chicago. 
    I lived in an apartment 
with four other program 
participants in the Logan 
Square neighborhood. I 
was able to do things that 
scare me--such as using the 
Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA) and answering the 
phone at my internship—
because I felt supported by 
the people around me. After a while, they were not so scary 
any more.  
    This semester, I found who I am and who I want to be. 
I discovered that I am interesting and eccentric and fun. I 
felt comfortable around people and said things that were 
considered funny. But at Beloit, I clam up: I feel like an 
outsider (even though I am weird and awkward, which is the 
Beloit way). 
    Despite growing up in a suburb of  Chicago, I knew very 

little about the city before my program. Now, I have this 
general map of  Chicago in my head. Also, I developed more 
awareness about issues affecting Chicago: neighborhood 
change, education, and race. It certainly is not all-

encompassing, but the 
program provided an 
excellent foundation 
for future learning.  
    The program 
focuses on experiential 
learning—the majority 
of  classes include 
panel discussions and 
field visits. Highlights 
included attending a 
short press conference 
by Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, sampling 
delectable sweets at 
various bakeries in 
Chicago’s Wicker Park 
neighborhood, seeing 
a taping of  Judge 
Mathis (the episodes 
are supposedly airing 
in March!), and 
hearing my favorite 
panelist, Mick Dumke, 
a writer for the 
Chicago Reader (so so 
attractive).  
    When the bus 
was returning from 
UChicago, we rode on 
Lake Shore Drive for a 
bit, and I saw a #6 bus. 
Memories of  waiting 
for this bus with my 
roommate Laura 
came flooding back; a 
woman came off  of  
the bus with one of  a 
lens of  her sunglasses 
popped out; she sang 
and danced for us 

using provocative gestures and words.  
    Yet, I’m realizing that being nostalgic about last semester 
does not serve me. I have to make the best of  my final one 
and a half  years at Beloit, using the growth and experience 
I gained from living in Chicago. And, if  I’m being hesitant, 
I would appreciate it if  my peers would pull me out of  my 
shell—I know I have a lot to offer; I just need help figuring 
out how. 

TIM LAWRENCE, Columnist 

   In this weekly column I will be ranting about 
something I might find interesting or important 
from the week as I have lived it. This week is more 
rumination than narrative, and I imagine there 
will be plenty of  both in columns to come. I hope 
you enjoy some of  the things I write in this space 
throughout the semester, and I beg of  you not to 
take it too seriously. 
    The other day, while sitting around the 
dinner table, the topic of  existence came up. 
It started with the retelling of  a question 
asked to a classroom: “Do you think you are 
conscious right now?” My immediate reaction 
to this question in class was yes, and that it 
was a silly thing to ask. The answer is yes, 
until the question is posed. In the same way 
that someone becomes unsure how to breathe 
naturally when he is asked how to breathe. The 
whole time it could have easily been said that 
everyone sitting in the class was conscious. 
    Consciousness was not taken so simply at 
the dinner table either. Types of  consciousness 
such as awareness, being awake, and being 
alive were taken into account and a general 
stagnation on the topic withheld any progress 
towards an answer. A table full of  critical 
thinkers thought themselves to a standstill on 
the question of  their consciousness. 
    Often the things that are assumed in every 
action of  one’s life are the hardest to describe. 
Breathing, consciousness and existence are 
all necessary for one to get out of  bed, to eat, 
walk to class. It is silly to question whether we 
are conscious, or if  we exist. What we should 
be asking is; “what does it mean?” 
    So, I ask; “what is the meaning of  
existence?” Which will not have a concrete 
answer and so is all the more valuable to 
pursue. In pursuing this question I would want 
to start with reflecting on what it is we can be 
assured of  in our lives. 
    In life there are the needs of  water, food, 
shelter and rest. There is also the constraint 
of  mortality and the addition of  company. We 
can control, to an extent, all of  these things 
except our mortality. If  these are the things 
we will be doing for the rest of  our lives, why 
not do them well and in good company? 
    If  we take as an assumption our existence, 
then water, food, shelter, rest and company 
become the basis of  this existence we call life. 
They are not the meaning of  existence, but 
the activities that surround them are whence 
meaning comes. To have a meaningful life, it 
would seem, we should take the time to do 
them well and in good company. Here it is 
good to note two things. First, that these are 
aspects of  our existence that can be controlled, 
they may be the only things we can control. 
Second, that rest in this statement means more 
than sleep. It is also fun, play, laughter, song: 
things just as essential to life as shelter. 

“More students identify as Greek 
than any single club, academic major, 

varsity or intramural sport.”

The existence 
of a column

Timmy  
 Time:

The cure for cancer is gold
The 
Nerdy 
Dirty

Kathleen chillin’in Chi-town.

By Kathleen Hansen



Why I hate “the 
poor”
IAN HEDGES, News 
Editor

    No, I don’t hate people 
living in poverty or 
surviving off  the minimum 
wage; I do, however, cringe 
inside when Beloiters 
frequently use the term 
“poor” to describe a group 
of  people that come from 
a more complex section of  
our global population.  The 
over-simplification becomes 
a little more unbearable 
when students say, “Yeah, I 
think it is just very hard for 
the poor” or “It is just a huge 
problem for the poor.” Even 
though these statements 
have good intentions, I 
look around the room 
and think, “Do you even 
know what the word ‘poor’ 
connotes?” According to 
the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, the definitions 
for poor include: “inferior 
in quality or value,” “small 
in worth,” “unproductive,”  
“needy” and “unfavorable.” 
Granted, I have never lived in poverty, and I have lived a life of  
privilege—so why should I get mad when people use these words?  
    I come from a state with a 15.4 percent poverty rate (the seventh 
highest in the country) and the lowest amount of  college degree-
holders in the country. Yes folks, I am talking about the great state 
of  West Virginia. Even though I have lived a privileged life, I had 
friends whose homes had dirt floors. Even though I did not grow 
up on the wrong side of  the tracks, I went to schools that shut 
down because, if  it got too cold, many of  my classmates would 
have not survived the weather because they could not afford 
jackets. And yes, even though I am financially secure enough 

to go to Beloit College, it does not blur my vision to notice that 
many members of  my extended family did not go to college and do 
receive government benefits.  So when you are talking about those 
people who are “inferior in quality or value” or “small in worth,” 
you are talking about my friends and family. You are belittling the 

people with whom I associate, 
who have worked hard their 
whole lives and overcome 
remarkable obstacles when 
many said they could not.  
    Unfortunately, this is not 
just a personal problem, and 
I am sure that you may be 
insulting another classmate’s 
family and friends. So, 
classmates, I ask that you 
please stop using terms such 
as “the poor” or “third world.”  
    If  not for the sake of  being 
politically correct, I ask that 
my classmates and professors 
begin using terms that are 
more empirical and have fewer 
connotations. An example of  
a more empirical phrase is: 
“someone belonging to a lower, 
middle and higher-income 
bracket.” By using like-minded 
phrases, you are simply stating 
a nominal value that does not 
reflect on the content of  one’s 
character. Furthermore, it 
shows that you are thinking 
objectively, with figures and 
numbers, and not subjectively. 
    Many people might attack 
this approach because it 
associates someone with 
just a number, and ranking 
someone does them no justice. 
I disagree. My perspective 

comes from being a gay male in the classroom. A frequent topic 
that I have encountered in academia has been the sexual behavior 
of  gay men and its link to HIV/AIDS.  In this context, I think that 
I would be more comfortable with a professor saying the highest 
prevalence of  HIV/AIDS is among men who have sex with men 
(which is empirically accurate), and not that HIV/AIDS is due to 
promiscuous sex in the gay community (which is not accurate).  
    All I am saying is that you should use terms that are based on 
empirical numbers rather than the judgments of  a few.  Bring it 
into the context of  academia. 

4OPINIONS

BEBE SANTA-WOOD, Political 
Columnist
    Former Speaker of  the House Newt 
Gingrich is a miracle worker. Despite 
the fact that politically he’s a Clinton-era 
fossil, he’s not only managed to become 
a front-runner within the Republican 
candidate race, but he actually won a 

state. This befuddles me, but 
maybe each of  the primary states 
wants to prove how individual 
and special they are by picking 
their own special lil’ candidate.   
    Iowa chose former Senator 
Rick Santorum, signaling to us 
that many Republican voters in 
Iowa want to believe Jesus rode a 
dinosaur to church (which is a nice 
thought with which I’m totally on 
board). New Hampshire picked 
Romney, my favorite Republican 
candidate. He is my favorite for 
no other reason than the fact that 
he is a man destined to be one of  
the robot presidents in Disney 
World’s “Hall of  Presidents” 
(if  you aren’t aware what that 
attraction is, than I guess I was the 
only eight-year old who wanted 
to see a robot Abe Lincoln). 
Romney oozes a stiff  unrelatable 
awkwardness that translates 
very well to robotic technology. 
    So that left South Carolina 
with the choice of  either 
Representative Ron Paul or 

Gingrich—and no one votes for Ronny 
unless they smoke weed and wear a tin 
foil hat to protect them from government 
infiltration. Gingrich on the other hand—
well, Gingrich has ideas. Great ideas. 
Ideas that I would have come up with in 
the third grade (Right after my successful 
trip to the Hall of  Presidents. Alone.). 

I mean, sending poor underachieving 
kids to become janitors is a great idea. I 
for one would personally send my third 
grade arch-nemesis Eddie to do this. 
That would teach him! Nothing makes 
you appreciate your education like being 
forced to clean up after your privileged 
peers. Also it’s got a cute factor, because 
teeny kids in big ol’ janitorial suits equals 
precious moments. Gingrich has ideas 
that aren’t even feasibly possible outside 
imagination. Let’s colonize the moon 
you guys! We can then send all the failed 
kindergarten janitors up there too if  they 
can’t stick to their work. Two birds, one 
stone. Synergy. Economy. Freakonomics. 
Words that don’t actually mean anything.  
    What is most frightening about 
Gingrich’s potential as a candidate is his 
completely outdated attitude towards 
race. Using racially charged statements, 
like calling President Obama the 
“foodstamp president” Gingrich is only a 
step removed from Reagan’s demonization 
of  “welfare queens.” And that scares me. 
With that attitude, he won in a state that 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau 
is 27 percent black. Who was voting? 
Who was clapping during his speeches? 
I can only hope it’s a Tea Party minority.  
    While elementary school tactics can 
seem appealing to the more base side of  our 
nature, in practice they have devastating 
effects for those who are at the mercy of  
the more powerful.

PATRICIA WEBER, The Nibbler
rtnibbler@gmail.com

    Hello Round Table readers! I am 
the Nibbler and I will be joining Joy 
in writing a biweekly sex column. 
I will be talking about sexuality, 
gender, kink, relationships and 
anything else you want to hear from 
me. I am attending Beloit College to 
go to graduate school to become a 
sexologist/sex educator. I am involved 
with the Alliance so I feel comfortable 
speaking about queer-related topics. 
I am a part of  Advocates for Choice 
and I stand with Planned Parenthood’s 
mission. I tend to be a very open 
person regarding personal experiences, 
so if  you want me to not tell personal 
stories as part of  the article, please let 
me know. 
    Here is a little tease of  what you’ll 
see this semester. I hope you enjoy it 
and please email me with any questions 
you have regarding sex. Feel free to 
email me responses to my answers as 
well. 

Dear Nibbler,  
    My partner and I have been talking 
about new ways to have sex and I 
have always wanted to try shower sex. 
What are your thoughts on it?  
Thanks! 
Wet-n-Wild

Dear Wet-n-Wild, 
    Shower sex sounds like fun, but it 
tends to be more work than play. First 
off, condoms are difficult to put on in 
the shower; even if  you are not using 
condoms, it still gets pretty slippery. 
Shower sex tends to be a fun tease 
before you go “dry off ” together or it is 
a relaxing time after morning sex. You 
could bring waterproof  toys into the 
shower. There are also shower handles 
for shower sex. I have not tried these 
handles myself, but they seem useless 
and I would not waste my money on 
them. For some fun time in shower, you 
two could soap up each other and wash 
each other’s hair. If  you are finding the 
showers to be a little cramped, move to 
a bathtub if  there is one nearby. Have 
fun experimenting in the shower! And 
as always, be safe. 
Love, 
The Nibbler

MEET: The 
Nibbler, 

who will be writing 
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Bon Appetit: There’s a nagging sense 
that they’re coming at it from the wrong 
perspective. After outlining the top 10 
things that they heard students say 
they wanted from dining services, they 
say this: “The menu in the Commons, 
the day of  our visit, was comprised 
of  all extended entrees and no whole 
muscle proteins were being offered that 
day.” Now, I will be the first to admit 
that Commons’ menu isn’t always the 
most consistent thing around, but what 
the hell is a “whole muscle protein”? I 
Googled it, and all I came up with were 
articles from research journals, and 
they were talking about building it, not 
eating it. Saying something like “whole 
muscle protein” implies that the only 
thing about meat that matters is that you 
get protein out of  it, which itself  leads 
to a whole lot of  misunderstandings 
about how food and digestion work.  
    Just like the other two, there’s not a lot 
actually being said. There’s a tendency for 
important words to end up in false meaning 
quotes. Like this one: “The food at the end 
of  our meal period will be as good as the 
food at the beginning of  the meal period, 
‘Guaranteed.’” See, when you put words 
in quotes like that, it means that the word 
you’re using has little or nothing to do 
with what you’re actually trying to say.  
    They mention the separation of  vegan/
vegetarian food from the rest of  the 
offerings. That supports the traditionalist 
idea that vegans and vegetarians are not 
normal people and shouldn’t eat from 
the same food pool as the rest of  us. If  
you’re going to offer vegan/vegetarian 
food selections, then, they have to be 
mixed in with the traditional fare, so 
everybody is encouraged to try them. 
    They’re planning on buying new 
point-of-sale systems, which probably 
would mean our IDs would have to 
change, and point-of-sale systems are 
pretty expensive. Overall, Bon Appetit’s 
proposal is somewhere between Aramark 
and Sodexo. They’re concealing much 

more than they’re telling us with this 
summary, and I don’t like it
   Aramark: Aramark’s document bears 
one or two of  the same problems as 
Sodexo’s does: putting important values 
in scare quotes implies that they have a lot 
less value than we would like them to. For 
example: “Real Food on Campus (RFOC) 
[I think this is what they’re proposing 
to replace Commons with] is an all-you-
care-to-eat restaurant that uses only the 
freshest of  ingredients prepared in an 
open style kitchen.” Why can’t they just 
call it an open kitchen? I’ve spent enough 
time in grocery stores that I know what 
the word “style” means when it’s applied 
to food. It means “even though this bears 
little or no relation, we’d like you to think 
of  it as food from Asia/Italy/Mexico/
Home/Wherever.” 
   Aramark’s document is lackluster. In 
writing a summary of  an eighty-odd 
page document, they couldn’t come up 
with enough to fill three pages, so they 
just bagged it, wrote us a nice cover letter 
and hoped for the best. The names of  
their “food concepts” are bad enough, but 
their ideas aren’t necessarily all bad. The 
Engrained Cafe, for one, is something I 
quite like: a cafe driven by locally grown 
and/or organic food sourcing.
    They don’t deserve to win because 
they obviously don’t care about what we, 
as an institution, want. The things they 
propose look like they’ve been picked 
wholesale from a three-ring binder 
labeled “Things Colleges Might Want,” 
and then not modified to suit Beloit in 
any way, and the overall proposal is so 
vague you could fly a jumbo jet through 
it and not hit meaning.
   Beloit College Dining Service: From 
the get-go, Chef  Peter’s proposal is 
refreshing. It has much more detail than 
Sodexo, Bon Appetit, and Aramark. 
    Most of  his ideas are good; he wants 
to make every plan a block plan, hire 
more cooking staff  (which is a definite 
must) and open the kitchen up so 
people can see what’s going on inside. 
He wants to provide student internship 
options in Commons, in nutrition, 
business management and food safety.  
  He wants to turn Java Joint 

into an entirely student-run 
organization, something students 
have been clamoring for for years now. 
    There are some pretty radical changes 
being proposed as well. He wants to open 
Commons from 7a.m. to midnight every 
day of  the week, which would be amazing. 
But they aren’t all that good: “DK’s will 
also be converted to a true retail operation 
which will eliminate transfer meals.” 
    The plan, as I understand it, runs as 
follows: when you buy a meal plan, you 
have a choice of  silver, gold or platinum. 
The difference between those meal plans 
and what we have now is that what you’re 
paying for isn’t Commons, because every 
single one allows you unlimited access to 
all the Commons you could ever want, 
any time between 7a.m. and midnight, 
any day of  the week. What you’re paying 
for, in fact, is access to DK’s and the Java 
Joint. Silver gets you $50 in “Dining 
Dollars,” and Gold and Platinum get you 
$100 and $200 respectively, which sounds 
like it’s not much. I believe the thinking 
is that, because students have unlimited 
access to Commons any time of  the day 
at all, they might not need so much from 
DK’s/Java Joint. The thing is, that’s not 
true. DK’s/Java Joint aren’t just a choice 
of  preference. More often than not, they 
are a choice of  necessity. Because $200 
will only get you 50 lunches (that’s 
seven weeks of  daily lunch, only half  
the semester), many students are going 
to lose out in a big way with these plans. 
And that, probably, will be the deal-
breaker. Social responsibility be damned, 
if  you take away our food, we will riot. 
    If  Chef  Peter can fix this problem, 
and possibly steal some ideas from 
his competitors (Student Board of  
Directors, anyone?), then I think 
we’ll be in good business again.  
    If  we pay BCDS to run BCDS, all of  
that money is going, you guessed it, into 
BCDS. If  we pay Sodexo, or Aramark 
or Bon Appetit to run BCDS, that’s an 
instant deduction right off  the top into 
the pockets of  Sodexo, Aramark or Bon 
Appetit. It’s like paying rent for our food, 
and I don’t know about you, but 
I’d rather just buy it outright.

    ...responsibility and helps transition 
men coming out of  prison into fatherhood. 
The state also helps pay for breast cancer 
treatment and HIV/AIDS medication.         
Without FDR, I’m sure we could have 
gotten to these positive things eventually, 
but not fast enough. I don’t want to live 
in a country where all of  these programs 
are cut. I want to know that if  I lose 
my job temporarily I can depend on the 
state to help me until I can get back on 
my feet. Our country may have been 
founded on individualism but with the 
help of  leaders like FDR, who weren’t 
afraid to use executive power, we have 
progressed to something even better.  
I’m not saying FDR was perfect, but he was 
progressive at a time when this country 
truly needed a progressive president. He 
didn’t stick to the beliefs of  his upper-class 
peers or (for the most part) the pressures 
of  the Southern Democrats in Congress. 
He also put the Japanese in internment 
camps and tried to kick old people off  
the Supreme Court—like I said, he wasn’t 
perfect. But he was better than any and all 
of  the Republican presidential candidates 
I watch trying to out-conservative each 
other once a week on national television. 
(Side note: why are these debates still on 
national television? Seriously.) These men 
should stop quoting Ronald Reagan out 
of  context and try reading some Fireside 
Chats instead. People like Ron Paul want 
to go back to the kind of  government we 
had before FDR was president—but what’s 
positive about moving backwards? Why 
does Romney try and pretend he didn’t 
implement health care in Massachusetts? 
Why does Gingrich try and hide the fact 
that he worked with Nancy Pelosi on a 
global warming bill? I can only hope that 
on his one hundred and thirtieth birthday, 
the three Republican frontrunners can 
learn something from what made FDR 
great.

(FDR’s Ghost haunts the Republican 
primary continued from cover)

(Reflections in Food Service 
continued from cover)
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5 SPORTS

TOM MELTON, Contributor

Tom Melton ‘12 runs a college football scouting 
blog and attended the Senior Bowl, an NCAA 
football all-star game held Saturday, Jan. 28. The 
game gives scouts one last chance to determine the 
talent levels of  draft prospects in a game setting. 
Tom shared his view of  the game.

   Former Cincinnati running back Isaiah 
Pead helped lead the North’s roster to a 23-
13 victory over the South, the North’s second 
victory in the last three years in the Senior 
Bowl. Pead had 8 carries for 31 yards and 
added one reception for 4 yards on offense, but 
his true impact was felt on special teams. He 
returned two punts in succession for a total 
of  98 yards, including a 60 yarder that nearly 
went for a touchdown, which broke the Senior 
Bowl record of  73 punt return yards that had 
stood since 1971.
   Bobby Wagner was also an important contributor to the North’s victory. He had seven 
total tackles, one tackle for loss, one pass break-up and one interception in the game. 
He was a force on special teams and on defense, so he was a logical choice for the Most 
Outstanding Player on the North after Pead won MVP.

   The South was not without playmakers though. Joe Adams, a wide receiver 
from Arkansas, was the Most Outstanding Player for the South as he totaled a 

game leading eight receptions and 133 yards 
receiving. Adams surprisingly didnít get a 
chance to return any punts in this game, which 
is where he made his name this past season 
when he averaged an impressive 16.89 yards 
per punt return and scored four touchdowns 
on punt returns over the course of  his senior 
season.
   The North took control in the second 
quarter when Russell Wilson, formerly of  
Wisconsin and North Carolina State, threw 
an eight yard touchdown pass to former 
California receiver Marvin Jones to break the 
3-3 tie. That touchdown was set up by one of  
Isaiah Peadís electric punt returns. The South 
answered with a field goal later in the quarter, 
but the North took a 13-6 lead into the half. 
Early in the second half  the North extended 
the lead further when former Michigan State 
quarterback Kirk Cousins stepped up in the 

pocket and found former Arizona State wide receiver Gerell Robinson over the middle 
for a 41 yard catch and run for a touchdown, giving the North a 20-6 lead.
   The South offense remained dormant until the fourth quarter when former Arizona 
Wildcat teammates Nick Foles and Juron Criner connected for a 20 yard touchdown 
pass to bring the South within one touchdown. The South couldn’t muster much more 
than that though, and the North finished the scoring with a field goal late in the fourth 
quarter to seal the 23-13 win over the South.

CAROLYN STRANSKY, Staff Writer

This marks the triumphant return of  “Who the Buc are you?”, 
a weekly interview with a Beloit College athlete. This week’s 
Buc: Ike Watson ‘12.

Sport(s)?

   Swimming (Captain) 
Major(s)/Minor(s)?

   International relations/Russian 
What do you like best about Beloit?

   The freedom to do a lot of  things and be involved with so 
much. There’s not a whole lot of  stipulations preventing 
you from doing what you want to do. There’s also a lot 
of... interesting people. 
What is your spirit animal and why?

    I took a Facebook quiz once that said I was a wolf. It 
said stuff  like “leadership” and “lone”... 
What is your favorite Commons meal?

    Pancakes at the Fresco Grill, but they haven’t done that 
in a while. 
Why did you decide to do your sport(s) in college? 

    During my freshman year I was working as a lifeguard 
and Kevin (the swim coach) asked me if  I wanted to swim, 
and I said sure. It was that easy.     
What are the highs and lows of  your sport(s)?

   The satisfaction of  being able to finish an event is a 
high. Either that, or how close the team is. We’re such a 
close group and we have a lot of  fun together. The only 
low I can think of  is being sore constantly. 
What are a few of  your favorite things?

   

Playing with dogs, being free and rustic in the outdoors, 
shooting stuff, hanging out. 
What’s the number one thing on your bucket list?

   I want to go skydiving that ends with scuba diving. As 
in, jumping out of  a plane and then landing in the water 
with scuba gear on. 
What do you do on the weekends?

   I spend a lot of  time in the swimming townhouse, 
ice skating, driving to Whitewater or Madison, or 

swimming. 
If  you could invite any three people to a dinner party, 

who would you invite?

   John Belushi, Chris Farley, and Dan Ackroyd. 
Did you dream last night?

   I dreamed that I was in a plane and it was going in for 
a crash landing, but all of  a sudden the plane turned into 
an umbrella, but I continued to fall. I landed in the jungle 
and soon after I pretty much turned into Tarzan. 
What are on the walls of  your room?

   Tons of  posters. I’ve been told none of  my posters make 
any sense because they’re all different. Some examples 
are Ninja Turtles, polar bears, Jessica Alba, pictures from 
home, a monkey with headphones, and Transformers. 
What songs do you sing in the shower?

   Basically anything. Before swim meets though I’ve been 
known to sing “Roses” by Outkast and “Pink Triangle” 
by Weezer. 
Did you study abroad?

   I went to Moscow, Russia. It was a lot of  fun, I made a 
lot of  friends that I continue to keep in contact with, and 
I’m hoping to go back in the near future. I was also able to 
do some short trips to St. Petersburg and Volgrad. 
What inspires you?

   One of  the things that inspires me is trying to make 
my life the best it can be, because you never know what’s 
going to happen. I live each day, day by day. 
Plans after college?

    As of  now, I have two different ideas. One is working 
for the government and going into defense and diplomacy. 
Another route I’m looking at is getting myself  involved 
with a search and rescue program.

Bucs on 
campus 

this 
week

Tuesday, Jan. 31st

5:30 pm - Women’s 
Basketball vs. 

Carroll

7:30 pm - Men’s 
Basketball vs. 

Carroll

Friday, Feb. 3rd

5:00 pm - Women’s 
Basketball vs. 

Illinois College

7:00 pm - Men’s 
Basketball vs. 

Illinois College

Saturday, Feb. 4th

1:00 pm - 
Swimming & 

Diving vs. Knox/
Carroll

2:00 pm - Women’s 
Basketball vs. 
Monmouth

4:00 pm - Men’s 
Basketball vs. 
Monmouth

6:15 pm - Athletic 
Hall of  Honor 

Induction

Who the Buc is Ike Watson?

Watson waves!

Photo courtesty of Ike Watson.

Reporting live from the Senior Bowl

Tom Melton live at the Senior Bowl.

Photo courtesy of Tom Melton.

MARK 

COOGAN, 

Sports Editor

Once a week I will 
empty my inbox 
and respond to 
reader e-mails 
in a column I 
invented totally 
by myself. This 
is not a rip off  of  
another famous 
sports writer’s 
weekly column. 
Send any sports related e-mails to cooganm@beloit.
edu.

With this year’s Super Bowl being a rematch of  Super Bowl XLII, 

when the Giants famously upset the previously unbeaten Patriots, 

what do you think the odds are that Tom Brady and Bill Belichick 

are still holding a grudge and plan to turn this year’s game into a 

blowout? (Also why do they use Roman numerals to number Super 

Bowls?)

-Stuboard

  This is going to be a really fun game to watch but it’s a hard game to 
pick a winner for. My gut tells me that Brady is going to have a huge day 
throwing to his two giant tight ends and that Belichick won’t hesitate to 
run up the score. The Patriots don’t have a good defense, but with Brady 
at quarterback, I don’t think they need one. At first glance, this looks 
like an easy Patriots win.
   But on the other hand, the Giants are a perfect example of  that team 
you see from time to time in the NFL that catches fire at the right 
time and makes a great run through the playoffs. We saw this with the 
Packers team that won the Super Bowl last year. Like those Packers, the 
Giants needed to win their last two games of  the season just to get into 
the playoffs and since they’ve gotten there, they’ve looked unstoppable. 
Eli Manning has been doing a great impression of  his older brother and 
has made the Giants passing game a force to be reckoned with. 
   My pick: Giants XXIV, Patriots XXX

Yesterday’s matchup between the Miami Heat and Chicago Bulls 

was a preview of  this year’s Eastern Conference Finals, right? 

-Brian Maughn ‘12

   Yes and no.  I certainly think that these are the two teams that will 
be in the Eastern Conference Finals in May. But neither of  these teams 
were completely healthy yesterday and it showed. Dwayne Wade is still 
getting over an ankle sprain and still didn’t look completely comfortable 
on the floor, shooting just 1-9 in the first half. The Bulls on the other 
hand were missing Luol Deng and C.J. Watson, their best defender and 
only legitimate back up point guard respectively. No one in the NBA 
can guard LeBron James alone, but Deng has shown in the past that he 
can slow James down a little bit. I have to believe that if  Deng is on the 
floor, James doesn’t get as many easy dunks.
   I also think that the officiating debacle that took place at the fourth 
quarter of  that game can’t be repeated. The questionable fouls called 
in the final minutes were bad, but the inadvertent whistle with fifteen 
seconds left that led to a jump ball at half  court was just bizarre. 
   Barring some major upsets, these two teams will meet up again in the 
Eastern Conference this year and probably for several years to come. 
But assuming both teams are completely healthy when we get to the 
playoffs, we’re in store for much better games than the one we watched 
yesterday. Both teams play such good defense that games between 
the two will always be close and come down to the wire. I think most 
basketball fans just want to fast forward the season so we can see a seven 
game series between these two. 

I firmly believe that all-star games are consistently the biggest 

let downs in all of  sports. I always get excited to watch the best 

players in any given sport all compete in the same game, but every 

single time I get disappointed by the lackadaisical play. Is there any 

way to fix this?

-Stuboard

   The NFL and NHL both had their all-star games yesterday. Don’t feel 
bad if  you didn’t watch. You didn’t miss much. Neither game featured 
any defense, hitting, or really effort for that matter. Canadian national 
hero Drake performed during the second intermission of  the NHL All-
Star Game in Ottawa, but that was the most entertaining part of  either 
game. 
   The Olympics and the World Cup are awesome because we get the 
best players all in the same place and they are playing for something 
they care about. The MLB tried to get people to take their all-star game 
seriously by making it determine home-field advantage for the World 
Series, but that is also totally ridiculous. 
   I think the NHL’s plan of  choosing captains and having them pick 
the all-star teams is really cool and should be implemented in other 
sports. Imagine the rivalries that could be created and intensified if  
some players refused to pick players from their rival teams. Don’t you 
think Kobe Bryant would take it personally if  one of  the captains didn’t 
take him with their first pick? Players like Bryant who have that insane 
competitive nature couldn’t help but play their you-know-whats off  just 
out of  pure spite. That would be entertaining and would make for great 
storylines throughout the season.

Sports 
Bro’s 
Inbox



6ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT

SPENCER BIBLE, Arts & Entertainment Editor

    As I entered through the backdoor of  Neese Theater, a 
sign in bold typeface told me take off  my shoes. Students 
hurried by, smiling. I walked down a hall and ducked in 
backstage. It was pitch black, but I could see silhouettes 
moving with purpose. I poked my head out and stole 
a look on stage. Lilly Watkins ’12 was sitting on a 
wooden bench, swinging her feet absentmindedly. On 
the floor next to her, Kei Ishi ’12 reclined with gentle 
posture. I turned to survey the crowd. The theater 
seemed empty, until a sudden shock of  laughter filled 
the room. When I looked back, there were five dancers 
onstage, three having appeared in the spotlight too 
fast for me to see. 
   Chelonia, Beloit College’s winter dance showcase, 
opens this week, with showings on Feb 2, 3, and 4 at 8 
p.m., and a matinee on Feb 5 at 2 p.m. Tickets can be 
bought through the Neese box office, and are priced 
at $4 for students, $5 for faculty and $8.50 for non-
college affiliates. The performance is a combination of  
student and instructor work, and will include pieces first 
introduced at the December Dance Workshop. Some of  
the choreography will represent Beloit at the American 
College Dance Festival Association’s spring conference, 
which the department attends annually. 
   I snuck upstairs and took a seat on the opposite side of  
the theater to watch the rehearsal. With only thirty-seven 
people in the room—a mob of  dancers, techs and two 
professors—most of  the seats were empty. The theater 
gave off  an informal feeling. Dancers sitting in the 
audience laughed and joked with the performers as kinks 
were worked out of  lighting and music cues. I noticed 
the clothing; almost everyone wore some combination 
of  sweatpants, ripped t-shirts, spandex and legwarmers. 
There wasn’t a pair of  shoes in sight. Navigating a theater 
surrounded by dancers, I felt supremely uncoordinated, 
clumsily hopping over seats and stepping on armrests.
   The lights lowered and everyone quieted down. Although 
it was only a rehearsal, the dancers picked up and wove 

between one another with subtle and unconscious grace. 
Without costumes or the formality of  a recital it made 
their skill all the more visible. Feet sliding across the 
floor and rhythmic breath occasionally drowned out 

the dim music. Structures were created as individuals 
simultaneously supported and gave weight to a partner, 
paused, and then fell back into movement. For dancers, 
each minute of  performance is matched by one hour of  
rehearsal a week, which explains the steady foot traffic 
flowing to and from the Hendricks Center. The crowd at 
stage left watched dutifully, this being the first chance to 
see their friends’ dances en masse. 
   I was struck by what a community the dance department 
seems to be. Stray articles of  clothing and interspersed 
backpacks and laptop chargers made the aisles look like 
a collegiate refugee camp. On the sides of  the stage, 
dancers warmed up together, chatting about the next 
piece to come. 
   Claire Alrich’s ’13 piece “Blue Moon”—a lingering, 
dazed soiree, inspired by the feeling of  being alone in a 
group—catches the eye and ear with its composition. “I 
wanted to do a something with a lot of  people,” Alrich 

said. She pointed to the stage, “this is a really unique space 
for dance. I was thinking about that as I choreographed. 
There’s a long way to look up.” Alrich will perform in 
Chelonia before leaving to study abroad in Argentina.

 Mira Treatman’s ’12 “Seven Minutes of  Heaven,” 
makes you feel something,” says Toby Walters ‘14. 
Self-conscious laughter could be heard during it’s 
performance at the December Dance Workshop. 
Treatman—a Theater Direction and Dance double 
major—performed the piece in Philadelphia as a duet, 
but expanded it to six for Beloit. “I like playing with 
the stigma of  self-reflexive sexuality,” Treatman says. 
She says the laughter “is desired” and that it facilitates 
“an awakening to seeing something in another context 
and being okay with it.” Watching the piece again in 
rehearsal, it was even better the second time. The cast  
had changed slightly from the last performance. Much 
of  the particulars are left up to the dancers.  Treatman 
calls it “structured improvisation.”

“This week everyone gets pretty tight,” 
said Nora Anderson ‘13, who was helping a friend 
by sitting in to direct her piece. She leaned over to 

Grace Burghoff  ‘13, who held a twenty-some page packet 
of  cues. “I’ve done this for three years. I always bring 
my homework, but I never do any. Everything here’s so 
interesting,” said Anderson.  In the front row a student 
practiced a difficult sequence, hands pushing her head in 
every direction.
 For dance majors, “every project is a group 
project,” says Alrich, “If  two people don’t show up to 
rehearsal, we can’t do anything.” 

“It’s hyper-collaborative,” Walters  chimes in. 
“You have to able to work together.” 

Chelonia is one of  the largest showcases for 
student made art in the academic year. As a campus, 
we should support the creative endeavors of  our peers, 
and attend events that highlight the abilities of  our 
community. 

LOUIS BRUNEAU, Contributor

 
    What more can be said about the cultural phenomenon that is the 10,000 Blades? 
Yes, their jaunty guitar melodies and simplistic (not simple) lyrics won them critical 
acclaim and fanfare, but who are the 10,000 Blades? Why start a band? Why not lay 
down the foundation for a root vegetable farm in Vermont? That’s what I want to know.  
    The interestingly-named platter “I Want To Hit You In The Head With A 
Rock” begins with the fist-fighting, rowdy-yet-ruminating “I Disagree With Randy 
Newman,” in which frontman “Sheriff ” Jon Stone proclaims his dislike for the City of  
Angels, Los Angeles. Its passionate vocals (and rollicking backing vocals) situate 
the étude amongst the pantheon of  anti-LA songs, along with Tool’s “Ænema” and 
Tim Dog’s “F*ck Compton.” Although I don’t agree with the sentiment (I find Randy 
Newman charming even on his worst days), I can appreciate longing for the beautiful 
skylines of  Milwaukee, as I once felt the same way. I was on the New Jersey Turnpike.  
    The production is clean and sparkling like a bank’s restroom, and the disc is well packaged 
for a DIY group of  go-getting youngsters. The lyrics are reproduced in an intricately folded 
booklet that you can use as a conversation starter or table frontispiece. In fact, if  any issue 
can be raised about this LP, it’s its brief  length and abundance of  cussing. Now, I am no 
stranger to rude words: the f-word, the b-word, the c-word, the other f-word, the r-word, I 
could go on, but in this heated millennium I think we should ration f-words (the first kind) 
for times when you really need them, the times when you stand up and hit your head on 
the gee-dee mf-ing windowsill for Gee’s sake and would it kill you to replace those ugly 
gutters? In fact it operates much on the same principle as global warming: Cusses leave the 
mouths of  otherwise outstanding young citizens and gather in the stratosphere, creating a 
cuss-cluster that is slowly, ever-so-slowly, burning a hole through our precious ozone layer.  
    In conclusion, 10,000 Blades have a new album out called “I Want To Hit You In The 
Head With A Rock,” and if  you want a copy, contact Jon Stone in care of  this publication. 
Good night, and God Bless.

I want to hit you in the head 
with an album review

Why you should go to Chelonia

OOCPQ
I’m not going to flash you, I’m just going to show you.

– Lisa Haines Wright

A lot of  deep shit is going on in this play, students. 

– Tom McBride

I’m not a farmer but I know people who are. – Jill Bundy

Monroe has a good bar. I encourage you all to go there. 

– Beatrice Mackenzie

No one’s as old as I used to be. – Tom McBride

Sometime’s Stephen Colbert is the only thing that keeps 

me sane. – Carol Wickersham

BAILEY DAVIS, 

Contributor

   Zoo Animal killed all 
the zookeepers and let 
the red pandas free. Last 
Thursday at C-Haus, 
the raw sound that 
combines Kurt Cobain’s 
pain with sweltering 
lyrical poetry from 
front woman Holly 
Newsom kept the audience in a haggard 
swagger. Visually, Zoo kept the cages down 
by owning the stage and collapsing into and 

exploding out of  themselves. 
The drummer (from the band 
Tarlton) pounced his sticks 
upon metal discs placed on 
the tom, making strikes 
tinted with compact zest. 
No need to be intoxicated to 
relate to the modest sound of  
Zoo Animal. Newsom stuck 
around to meet admirers and 
new friends, encouraging 
everyone to pursue their 
creative endeavors. Too bad 

Zoo Animal didn’t have a second set to 
unleash. They inspire everyone to let their 
raw inner selves out. 

Sublimation
“The drummer 

pounced his sticks 
upon metal discs, 

placed on the tom, 
making the strikes 

twinge with compact 
zest.”

The Iron 
Lady
KELSEY RETTKE, Staff Writer

   “The Iron Lady,” directed by 
Phyllida Lloyd, takes a look at the 
story Margaret Thatcher and her 
journey to the top. We all know her as 
Britain’s first female Prime Minister. 
She was a strict, frank, and successful, 
political figure who brought the UK 
out of  international crisis and into 
a new era. But, Margaret Thatcher 
had another different side. Plagued 
by hallucinations of  her late husband 
and prone to fits of  mental disparity, 
the Iron Lady—as she was so called 
by many—was perhaps not so 
indestructible after all.
   Playing Thatcher is two-time Oscar-
winning actress Meryl Streep. It’s 
justified to say that Lloyd and Streep 
make quite a team, as they both worked 

together previously on Mamma Mia!
   Thatcher’s husband Dennis, played 
by the lovely and refreshing Oscar-
winner Jim Broadbent (Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince, Moulin 
Rouge!) and daughter Carol (played 
by Olivia Colman) fuel a side of  the 
heroine not known by many people. 
Streep delves deep into the emotional 
conflicts that Thatcher perhaps 
unknowingly brought upon herself  as 
a result of  her ambition.
   While the story contends with 
the obvious obstacles Thatcher 
faced—gender stereotypes, class 
differences—the theme of  the film lies 
in the hefty price the Iron Lady paid 
for her success. There is a touching 
moment in the beginning of  the film 
when the young Thatcher played by 
Alexandra Roach)has been asked by 
the young Dennis Thatcher, played 
by Harry Lloyd (Robin Hood, A 
Game of  Thrones) to marry him. She 
tearfully says yes, but warns him that 
“will never” be a wife who just sits at 
home left to clean the cups. She will 
not stand by his side while he does all 
the work, to which he charmingly and 
jokingly replies that he expects her to 
do all the work, that being the reason 
he wants to marry her.

   Streep’s performance is outstanding. 
While the movie is full of  cameos by 
wonderful actors—Anthony Head 
(Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Merlin), 
Richard E. Grant (Dracula, Corpse 
Bride), Roger Allam (The Queen, V for 
Vendetta) Nick Dunning (The Tudors, 
Alexander)—it goes without saying 
that Streep’s performance is the reason 
to watch this movie. Her conversations 
with Broadbent’s character are not 
only tragically touching but sinister 
and eerie. He often drops little lines, 
hinting at her being the blame for 
their family’s discord, saying that she 
was never around and “left us all” in 
the dust while she pursued her career. 
   Colman brings sadness to Streep’s 
role, as she is forced to watch over 
her mentally unstable mother and 
still help her provide the “image of  
authority” that Thatcher seems to 
insist on projecting. The film spans   
two days, with the majority consisting 
of  Thatcher reliving her past in her 
head, as the present finds Carol 
helping her remove Dennis’ things 
from the house, approximately nine 
years after his death.

   The only thing that seemed 
to be out-of-place was the 
music. During a montage where 
Thatcher’s campaign events 
streamed across the screen 
one after another and various 
political meetings took place, 
the music was a bad rock song 
mixed with off  color lyrics and 
pulsating beats. It just seemed 
like it belonged in an action movie 
or something within a more 
modern context, not a historical 
biopic about a twentieth century 
political figure.
   The film is peppered with 
famous quotes and real-life 
images brought to the big screen. 
Her famous quotation of  “The 
Prayer of  Saint Francis” upon 
her arrival at 10 Downing Street 
f, her refusal to stand down to 

opposing leaders in the house of  
Parliament during sessions, her strict 
and utter bluntness to her staff  as 
Prime Minister—the real heart lies 
in Streep’s portrayal of  the older 
Thatcher, the vulnerable Iron Lady.
   There is an unmistakable tragedy 
in the irony of  Thatcher’s life. She 
couldn’t “mother” her children in the 
best way, due to her job. She lost many 
friends along the way to her greatness, 
with the first leader of  her campaign 
assassinated by a bomb before she 
made it to office. She ultimately 
resigned due to by general public 
disproval and distaste. She was loved 
in the beginning, but it did not last.
 The film reflects the darker side of  
Thatcher’s famous life; the struggles 
she overcame as a woman to become 
one of  the most revered political 
figures in the world, the personal 
sacrifices she made, and the place she 
resides in now.
 I would give this movie 4 out of  5 
stars. It’s breathtaking and casts a 
harsh truth on the thin line between 
too much ambition and “wanting 
to do something rather than just to 
be someone.” Just try to ignore the 
music. 

Meryl/Margaret
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