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By Hana Skoblow

STAFF WRITER

–Herman Cain announced that 
he was suspending his campaign 
on Dec. 3 but will continue 
to be “a voice for the people.” 
Surprisingly, the four women who 
were allegedly victims of Cain’s 
sexual harassment and assault 
did not determine the end of 
his campaign.  Instead, a 13-year 
sexual affair with a woman named 
Ginger White ended it.
–Think we’re not alone in the 
universe? With the discovery 
by NASA astronomers of the 
first planet declared to have the 
potential to sustain life, we may 
get closer to an answer to this 
question. The planet was named 
Kepler 22-B but has already been 
nicknamed “Earth 2.0.” As long 
as it doesn’t host Daleks, I’m 
cool with it.
–On Dec. 1, the Senate voted to 
allow the indefinite detention of 
U.S. citizens if they are affiliated 
with a terrorist organization. 
As Sen. Lindsey Graham put 
it, “When they say, ‘I want my 
lawyer,’ you tell them: ‘Shut up. 
You don’t get a lawyer. You are 
an enemy combatant, and we are 
going to talk to you about why 
you joined Al Queda.”
–The brothers of Hanson are 
planning to release their own 
brand of beer, aptly titled 
Mmmhop after their only hit in 
the late nineties, “Mmmbop.” 
The line will launch sometime 
next year.
Sources: Nerve.com, BBC 

By Steven Jackson

Editor-in-Chief

   Beloit College is going through changes. Strong Stadium has 
new turf, paint and track, and the lacrosse program is revving its 
engines. Buildings on campus are being repaired and renovated. 
Grounds management was recently turned over to a private 
contractor. The revamping and possible outsourcing of food 
services is hot on everyone’s lips. There is talk of annexing an 
industrial building on the Rock River to use as an athletics and 
student activities center. 
   With such momentous times as a backdrop, the college 
budget may not seem like an exciting topic. But a knowledge of 
the budget can help us understand the programmatic changes 
that are occurring, and put our lives on campus in perspective. 
 
What is the budget?
   The operating budget of Beloit is the 
total funding necessary to keep the 
college running. Expenses include things 
like utilities, maintenance, employee 
compensation and financial aid. The bulk 
of our college’s expenses come from faculty 
and staff salaries at 33 percent, and financial 
aid at 33.1 percent. 
   Tuition, room and board and other 
student fees add up to 90 percent of Beloit’s 
operating budget. The budget for the 2010-
11 academic year was about $56.5 million.
   A college’s endowment is often used as a 
way to gauge financial health and security. 
Endowments are comprised mostly of 
specified gifts and donations from alumni and friends of the 
college. An endowment is essentially a savings account, but 
rather than sitting in a bank, it is held in a variety of stocks, 
bonds and other investments. Most endowment growth is the 
result of savvy investments on the part of financial managers 
appointed by the trustees. Most of the endowment is restricted; 
the bulk of it is not accessible for spending. Beloit’s endowment 
currently stands at about $108 million. Each year, the college can 
use about 4.5 percent of the endowment for operating expenses.  

A perfect storm
   Before the housing bubble popped and stocks worldwide took 
a dive, Beloit’s endowment was in good shape. We reached a 
historical high of approximately $134.5 million by year’s end in 
2007. Sitting on such a healthy nest-egg, the college made the 
decision to move forward with phase one of the Master Plan. 
The Master Plan is a long-term project established in 2003 to 
revitalize the campus culture, mostly through environmental 
and facility improvements.
   The costliest piece of phase one was the Center for the 

Sciences, a building with a $36.5 million price tag. Other projects 
included a new boiler system and more pedestrian space. After 
completing phase one, Beloit’s debt went from about $20 million 
to $60 million, which was significant, but seemed manageable 
with a healthy endowment. 
   And then the unthinkable happened. In the 2008-2009 
academic year, Beloit’s endowment fell dramatically, from about 
$130 million to around $80 million at its lowest point. The 
crash can be attributed to bad luck and hard economic times 
in general. “We had a reasonably conservative portfolio,” said 
President Scott Bierman.
   Then, in the fall of 2008, Beloit took another hit: the student 
body was smaller than expected by about 28 students. With 90 
percent of our operating budget coming from student tuition 
and fees, this dip in the student body made our financial burden 
considerably heavier.

   “The budget had been planned 
on an opening enrollment of 
1325,” said Nancy Benedict, 
vice president of enrollment. 
“When you’re budgeting right 
up to an exact number like that, 
it has some implications. And 
unfortunately, that’s also when 
Wall Street collapsed.” That 
October, the Dow fell by more 
than 1500 points.

Moving ahead
   Beloit’s endowment has since 
recovered to $108 million, but 

our debt from phase one of the Master Plan continues to be a 
challenge. Our annual mortgage payment on the debt has jumped 
from $1.5 million to about $4.5 million. 
   On top of that, Beloit College has serious catching up to do 
in terms of faculty and staff compensation. On average, we 
compensate full-time faculty at a rate about 20 percent below the 
standard for colleges of our size and quality. “Relative to almost 
any other [college], we have not been good at keeping up with 
industry trends in the last ten to fifteen years,” said Bierman. 
   Another budget issue is the upkeep of our campus. With a 
physical plant value of $140 million, we need to budget 2 percent, 
or $2.8 million, per year towards our facilities and surroundings. 
Currently, we only have about $700,000 for this purpose. 
   These problems amount to what Bierman calls the “deferred 
maintenance of people and place.” 
   Stay tuned for later installments that more directly address 
Beloit’s budget challenges, and what we as an institution can do 
about them. For more information on the operational budget, 
endowment and other institutional statistics, visit Beloit’s 
Institutional Research, Assessment & Planning page at www.
beloit.edu/irap/.

Beloit’s Budget: problems and new paths

“Relative to almost any 
other [college], we have 
not been good at keeping 
up with industry trends 
in the last ten to fifteen 
years,” said Bierman.
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By Carolyn Stransky
STAFF WRITER 

   Students and faculty gathered to reveal and honor 
the winners of the 2011 FYI Digital Storytelling contest 
at Wilson Theatre on Tuesday, Dec. 6. The screenings 
were hosted during the usual FYI time slots.  
   Based on a concept introduced during New Student 
Days, the Digital Storytelling contest required interested 
first years to create a two to five minute digital movie 
that “illuminates how social identities shape the ways 
in which we understand the world and our place within 
it,” according to the Beloit College website. A panel 
of judges, including Scott Bierman, president of the 
college, Christina Klawitter, dean of students, and Ann 
Davies, dean of the college, critiqued and ultimately 
decided the winners.
   Instead of the anticipated four winners, this year’s 

contest had seven.  Prizes were awarded in the form 
of gift cards to Turtle Creek Bookstore. Winning the 
top title and $500 with her story of adjustment was 
Stephanie Mayo’15. 
   Second place awards, and $250 each, went to 
Geyuan Tian’15 for her story about privilege, and an 
anonymous student who discussed the struggles of 
living undocumented in the United States. 
   Taking third, and $125 each, was Lydia Stensberg’15 
for her story of persistence, and Sin Chan’15 for her 
discussion of “mangoes,” “bananas” and “ABC.” 
   Honorable mentions, $50 each, went out to Ousia 
Whitaker-DeVault’15, whose story detailed her 
experience at the Madison protests and Wisconsin 
pride, and Tamanisha John’15, whose story was about a 
teacher who motivated her to get her life together. 
   A $300 prize was planned for the top transfer or 
exchange student story.  None were submitted.

FYI Digital Storytelling:Winners Revealed

By Kelsey Rettke
STAFF WRITER

   On Tuesday, Dec. 6 in the Center for the Sciences, 
Jessica Sims, a researcher in the University of Chicago 
department of psychology, gave a lecture titled 
“Understanding Police and Expert Performance: The 
Effect of Training on Stereotypic Basis in the Decision 
to Shoot.” 
   The lecture discussed four main issues: the problem 
of prejudice, the role of stereotypes and “the police 
officer’s predicament,” typical findings from the 
paradigm, increasing stereotype accessibility, and 

boundary conditions of training.

   Sims explained how historical perceptions can 
sometimes enforce prejudice or discrimination, and 
how modern forms of bias are less subtle, or even in 
some cases can be unconscious, or not recognized as a 
prejudice. 
   Sims then discussed “the police officer’s predicament.” 
There are a series of factors that enforced the idea that 
the pattern of racial bias may reflect the accessibility of 
stereotypes that link a certain racial group to violence. 
These factors include ambiguous situations, time 
pressure and secondary cues such as race, gender and 
neighborhood settings.
   Sims then described an experiment she did which 
consisted of a series of first-person-shooter-like 
scenarios where a white or African-American figure was 
shown holding either a gun or a harmless object. The 
participant was then given a set of two buttons “Shoot” 

or “Don’t Shoot” and graded on 3 factors:  their reaction 
time, choice and accuracy.
   This experiment was performed with a number of 
groups: Denver Police Officers, a compilation of police 
officers on a national level and presumably un-trained 
community members. The results showed a level of 
consistency in the police officer tests where their ability 
to shoot faster showed no evidence of racial bias, but 
rather their formal training with a weapon.  Community 
members showed a faster reaction time and a slight 
racial bias for armed figures.
   There are many “real-life implications” to this scenario 
that cannot be taken into account with the experiment, 
such as special-crimes unit police officers, who work in 
hostile situations daily, regular patrol officers and gang 
units who perhaps deal with a certain group frequently.

Understanding police

By Beth Hanson
NEWS EDITOR

   A Thursday afternoon shooting resulted in the 
death of two at Virginia Tech, less than five years 
after Seung-Hui Cho killed 32 people and himself.
   At around noon on Thursday, a campus police 
officer made a routine traffic stop in a school parking 
lot.  He was shot at close-range by the gunman.
   The university’s alert system, much the style 
of Beloit’s with text and call alerts, announced a 
lockdown.  Hundreds of police officers responded to 
the call.
   A second man was found dead from a gunshot wound 
in a parking lot a quarter mile away from where the 
police officer was shot.  Speculation suggests that the 
second man may have been the shooter.  
   Virginia Tech lifted the campus lockdown late 
Thursday afternoon, after nearly four hours.  
Authorities found a gun near the second victim, but 
would not say whether or not the wound was self-
inflicted.
   Investigators are looking into the possibility that the 
shooting is connected with an armed robbery earlier 
in the day in nearby Radford, Va.  The identities of 
the campus police officer and suspected gunman 
have not yet been released.
Sources:  The New York Times, Reuters

Virginia Tech 
shooting

PHOTO BY CAROLYN STRANSKY
The judges and FYI Digital Storytelling 

winners discuss the winning stories.
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By Beth Hanson

NEWS EDITOR

 
   Entomologist and alumnus Mark Moffett’79 
recently discovered what may be the world’s large 
insect, a female giant weta bug, on Little Barrier 
Island in New Zealand.
  Moffett found the insect in a tree after a two-night 
search.  Called a giant wetapunga, the insect has a 
wingspan of seven inches and can eat carrots.  She 
weighs the equivalent of three mice.
   Moffett won the 2008 Roy Chapman Andrews 
Distinguished Explorer Award, an annual award given 
in honor of one of Beloit’s most famous graduates, 
Roy Chapman Andrews (1906).  His most recent 
book, “Adventures Among Ants” was also released in 
2008.  
   Moffett has appeared several times on both “The 
Colbert Report” and “Late Night with Conan 
O’Brien.”  Details of his work can be found on www.
doctorbugs.com.
Sources:  The Terrarium, The Telegraph

Alumnus discovers possibly the world’s largest insect

By Carolyn Stransky

STAFF WRITER

   Food critics united to 
hear updates at the Beloit 
Student Congress meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 5. The 
meeting opened with a 
student forum featuring 
Christina Klawitter, the 
dean of students, to discuss 
the latest updates from the 

Food Service Task Force.
   The main points were the results of student input over the past few months.  
Six primary issues that have been expressed: the food we eat, access to that food, 
using food as a vehicle for learning, the spaces in which we eat, our catering needs 
and the current staff at the college. Several of the points mentioned included 
remodeling DK’s, increasing innovation in food options, a more flexible meal plan 
and the possibility of hiring a food management company that will fit into the 
Beloit system already in place. 
   The Food Service Task Force is looking to submit proposals in early January, and 
host meetings and presentations the last week of January.  February 15, 2012, is the 

expected closing date of this process. 
   Following the student forum was a business section full of fresh guests and 
new ideas. Jim Zielinski, director of admissions, opened with talk of new ways 
to host prospective students for the class of 2016. With the elimination of 
Presidential Scholars weekends came the installment of three official accepted 
students weekends. During these weekends, the Center for the Sciences will be 
the host of the academic session, as well as a clubs/activities fair on the upper 
three floors.  Zielinski encourages all groups to begin thinking of how they wish to 
be represented at this event. 
   The Buncha-K process continued for the final stretch of the meeting. After first 
reviewing the amendments from last week, three new proposals were voted on 
this week. 
   Beloit College Democrats asked for $5,000 to purchase new student IDs that 
comply with the new Wisconsin Voter ID law through Residential Life for the 
sophomore through senior classes. 
   Music House and Art House asked for $250 for a new basketball hoop for their 
courtyard. The new hoop would be durable and open to all students. 
   Bike Club and OEC asked for $1,753 to provide bicycles to interested students, 
as well as other tools for maintaining the bicycles. 
   These amendments will be reviewed at the final BSC meeting of the semester 
on Monday, Dec. 12. 

BSC Report: food & Buncha-K
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Battle of the Baseball 
Sexes
By Sasha Debevec-McKenney
OPINIONS EDITOR

It’s wintertime and I miss baseball a lot. But if the 
true test of fandom is whether or not I miss it enough 
to watch “Baseball Wives,” then I am a true fan. Or 
maybe just desperate. Either way, I watched the pilot 
of the (faux) reality show and decided to compare the 
usefulness of each wife/ex-wife/girlfriend/ex-girlfriend 
to the show, to the usefulness of each baseball husband/
ex-husband/boyfriend/ex-boyfriend to the sport of 
baseball. Here are the results:
Anna Benson vs. Kris Benson 

HE: pitched for the Mets for a season and won a bronze 
medal in the Olympics in 1996.
SHE: can’t comb her hair and/or has really bad 
extensions. However, this is her only negative. She is 
clearly the star of the show. She loves fur and carries a 
firearm in her purse—this is reality television gold.
WINNER: Her.
DECIDING FACTOR: She calls herself (rightly): “the 
most exciting thing to happen to the Mets since’86.”
Tanya Grace vs. Mark Grace

HE: is a three-time All-Star, four-time Gold Glove 
winner, World Series Champion and was dropped off 
Hall of Fame ballot after his first year of eligibility.
SHE: manages to hook up with a dude (clearly at least 
10 years her junior) using the pick up line: “I wanna 
taste your gum!” Impressive. 
WINNER: Him. 
DECIDING FACTOR: Mark Grace played on the 

Diamondbacks with Craig Counsell, who has my 
all-time favorite batting stance.

Chantel Kendall vs. Jason Kendall

HE: has a weird-shaped face, was never as good of a 
catcher as Ivan Rodriquez, and has been beaned 254 
times.

SHE: is clearly on-edge, and has dealt with 20 years of 
drug and alcohol abuse, but doesn’t believe in the word 
sober. She has cool tattoos and (although this claim may 
deserve more in-depth research) the biggest boobs of 
all the wives. 
WINNER: Him. 
DECIDING FACTOR: This one was close. Chantel 
is good reality TV, but Jason Kendall was one of my 
favorite people to play with on Backyard Baseball 

because, whenever he came up to bat, they’d cat-call 
him with “Hey Ken-doll, where’s Barbie?” I still think 
that’s funny. 
Brooke Villone vs. Ron Villone

HE: has played for twelve different teams and is an 
okay-reliever.
SHE: is a model, and has the least-slutty fashion sense 
on this show. She has yet to raise her voice, which is not 
a good sign for reality television viewers. 
WINNER: Him.
DECIDING FACTOR: I hate the Yankees and Ron 
Villone’s inability to pitch surely caused the Yankees to 
lose a few times. So, thanks Ron Villone.
Erika Williams vs. Matt Williams

HE: used steroids (allegedly…) but is somehow still a 
partial owner of the Diamondbacks.
SHE: is the only wife with a real job (she works as a 
news anchor) and is the older, wiser wife of the group. 
WINNER: Her.
DECIDING FACTOR: Being older and wiser means 
being easily offended, and I’m excited for all the drama 
that results from her being constantly surrounded by 
offensive women.
Jordana Lenz vs. Nyjer Morgan

HE: goes by the nickname “Tony Plush” and is really 
entertaining in interviews. He’s good at baseball, too.
SHE: is what they call a “cleat-chaser.” She also dated 
him for a year before he got famous—so I’m not really 
sure why she’s on this show at all or showing up at his 
hotel unexpectedly.
WINNER: Him. 
DECIDING FACTOR: She is crazy, he is Nyjer 
Morgan. Crazy is good for television, but Morgan was a 
big factor in the Brewers winning the NL Central. My 
only hope is that as he gets better and more famous, he 
develops better taste in women.

A Quick Tour of the Sports World
By Mark Coogan
SPORTS EDITOR

NBA

   This was supposed to be a short preview of all the free agent and trade craziness 
that will be going on around the NBA over the weekend. But after two drafts needed 
to be restarted because of the announced signing of Tyson Chandler by the New 
York Knicks and the trade of Chris Paul to the Lakers, I will just advise basketball 
fans to check their favorite sports news website about once an hour for the next 
week or so. (As of press time, the Chris Paul trade has been put on hiatus. I give up.) 
This sentence will probably be incorrect soon, but there are big name free agents 
like Jamal Crawford, Aaron Afflalo, Nene, Nick Young and others still on the table. 
Dwight Howard trade rumors are also still being widely circulated, so basketball fans 
should pay attention to Twitter and sports news websites.
MLB

   The Hot Stove is as hot as ever in Major League Baseball. The new Miami Marlins 
made a huge splash in the free agency market earlier this week, signing Jose Reyes 
and Mark Buehrle to long term deals, (players that will be traded minutes after the 
Marlins win their next championship). The Marlins were in the running for Albert 

Pujols, but the LA Angels had their own splash, scooping up Pujols and Pitcher CJ 
Wilson. (Quick side note: Albert Pujols is the best hitter in the game today and in 
the conversation for the best hitter of all time. But he is already 32 years old and has 
showed some signs over the last few years that his body is failing him. A 10-year, $254 
million investment is far too much. The Angels will be paying 42-year-old Albert 
$25 million to be their designated hitter.) The Marlins will likely stay in the running 
for slugger Prince Fielder, who will likely sign soon now that Pujols has signed. The 
baseball landscape isn’t likely to change as fast as the NBA’s over the next week but 
still is worth paying attention to.
NHL

   The hockey season is in full swing and boy is it a good one. Sidney Crosby made his 
long-awaited return to the Pittsburgh Penguins on Nov. 21 and has been everything 
Pens fans could ask for. With 12 points in eight games so far, Crosby is on pace 
for an outstanding season, even by his standards. The NHL also made huge news 
this week with its announcement of conference realignment. Gone are the often 
confusing “Eastern” and “Western” conferences, (anyone with a map could tell 
you that Columbus never belonged in the western conference). The NHL owners 
agreed to switch to four new conferences, split geographically for the most part, that 
preserve many of the classic rivalries that have existed in hockey for nearly a century. 
These rivalries are only going to intensify since the same three or four teams from 
each conference will be playing each other in the playoffs EVERY year; as if the 
Blackhawks and Redwings didn’t hate each other enough.

Baseball Wives 
shows both 

baseball and 
women at their 

classiest.
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The BCS sucks
By Mark Coogan
SPORTS EDITOR

   It’s time once again for sports writers to start filling 
out their “The Bowl Championship Series is No Good” 
article template. “The (year) season has once again 
proved why the BCS needs to go. Undefeated (SEC 
Team) is slated to play (undeserving one-loss team) in 
the National Championship Game, while (underrated 
one-loss team) and Boise State have to look on from a 
distance. Don’t even get me started on how undeserving 
(Big East Champion) and (At-large Big Ten team) are 
of their BCS games. The whole system is flawed. It’s 
time for a playoff !”
   I realize that very few people like the BCS and that 
everyone who doesn’t have a financial interest in the 

outcome of college football games wants it to go. But 
I used to be a person who could see some merits to 
the old system. For the same reason, I can appreciate 
the NFL overtime rules, I can appreciate that the 
BCS forces its champion to be perfect at all times. 
Any given play can end an NFL overtime game and, 
as Boise State has had to learn the hard way two years 
in a row, any given play can end your hopes at a BCS 
Championship. I can respect the fact that the BCS 
doesn’t give teams second chances. That makes every 
second of the season exciting. But all of that tension 
is spoiled when you give a team, namely Alabama, a 
second chance.
   Don’t get me wrong; Alabama and Louisiana State 
University are very likely the two best teams in the 
nation. And so in that sense, the BCS got it right this 
year. But in terms of being logical, the BCS blew it. 
Alabama had a chance AT HOME to beat LSU and 
couldn’t do it. Why do they deserve another chance? 
And let’s say Alabama does beat LSU in the National 

Championship game. Alabama is now crowned 
champions? Doesn’t that make the record between 
the two 1-1? Isn’t a road win in Tuscaloosa a more 
impressive victory than a neutral-site win after both 
teams have had six weeks off?
  I am very much looking forward to the Rose and Fiesta 
Bowls. Both feature great matchups, have a lot of star 
power and should be incredibly entertaining games. 
The final two BCS games however, the Sugar Bowl and 
Orange Bowl, are garbage. West Virginia vs. Clemson? 
Barf. West Virginia didn’t beat ANY teams currently 
ranked. Michigan vs. Virginia Tech? Double barf. Can 
you give me one reason those two teams deserve a BCS 
game while Boise State and Kansas State don’t? Don’t 
worry, I’ll wait...
  I understand that I am the billionth sports writer to 
print this same article over the last ten years. What I 
can’t understand is why we still have to suffer through 
terrible football games and unfair outcomes. 
What will it take for a playoff?

By Kelsey Rettke
STAFF WRITER

   There’s a video of my siblings and I when we were little kids being interviewed by 
the local news about our favorite Cardinals player. We were all decked out in our 
Cardinal Kid’s Crew gear — shirts, a baseball hat that was too big for our heads so 
that our little ears sagged under the bulk of it, red all around — excited just to be at 
the game, in the (old) Busch Stadium, ready to cheer on our beloved Cardinals. We 
shyly responded with the same answer, “Willie McGee.” 
   That was back around 1996, before the mighty Albert Pujols signed on with the 
Cardinals in 2001. Since that moment, Pujols has 
become a St. Louis icon — a player that could be 
counted on for turning the game around.
   That all changed on Thursday, Dec. 8, when Pujols 
decided that money mattered more than team loyalty. 
In a free agency deal that had been talked about for 
a year prior to 2011, Pujols left the Cardinals, signing 
with the Los Angeles Angels, a $254 million 10-year 
deal. After an entire decade with the Cardinals, his 
first — and what was assumed/hoped, to be his last 
— team, three World Series attendances, two World 
Series wins and rings, he left us.
   I can imagine that many little kids, like myself 
more than 10 years ago, excitedly talking about my 
favorite Cardinals player, counted themselves among 
Pujols’ finest fans, his loyal followers, his backup; and 
to them, perhaps he was their hero.
   What ever happened to team loyalty? There is 
nothing more important in the realm of sports in St. 
Louis than baseball. And to say that the Cardinals 
community has been shocked by this occurrence is 
no doubt an understatement. Mostly though, I feel 
like Pujols has betrayed us.
   Is money really that much more important than 
the game itself? No person should get paid $254 
million to play a game, nor should anyone feel like 
they have the right to ask for so much.  Like my sister 
Caitlyn said, “That amount of money should be illegal unless it is going to better the 
world. And it is not.” Playing a game shouldn’t call for that much money. Just because 
you’re good, Mr. Pujols, doesn’t mean you should feel like you’re obligated to such an 
outrageous sum. 
   When Stan “The Man” Musial, was a first baseman for the Cardinals in the 1960s, 
he graciously, famously and without complaint accepted a pay cut of his salary from 

$100,000 to $80,000. He did it because he understood the true purpose of baseball 
and how lucky he was to be a part of such a great team. There is a true magic to the 
game, something that apparently Pujols doesn’t understand.
   Baseball is about the sport and the joy of playing the game. When Musial was in the 
Navy in 1945 (he had to leave the Cardinals for a brief period to enlist during the war), 
he still played baseball every afternoon in the naval-bases’ league. He did it simply 
because he loved the game so much. And he didn’t care if he got paid for it. 
  Bernie Miklasz, a Sports columnist for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, paints a sad 
picture. “Heck, even the good-natured Musial is making a pitch. His grandson Brian 

Schwarze posted a photo Tuesday [Dec. 6] on Twitter. 
It showed a smiling Musial holding this poster-sized 
message: ‘All I want for Christmas is for Pujols to be 
a Cardinal.’ Is Pujols really going to let “The Man” 
down?”
   Well, yes. Unfortunately, that’s exactly what Pujols did. 
Along with an entire city that was hoping for his return. 
After such an intense post-season, barely getting into 
the play-offs with the Wild Card position, winning the 
National League division, and finally the World Series, 
it’s almost like Pujols decided to take his ring and leave. 
   We St. Louisians were so sure he was going to stay, had 
so convinced ourselves of his loyalty and the impracticality 
of his leaving—he, his wife and kids called St. Louis their 
home for 10 years. He had set up a charity organization 
based in St. Louis and his entire baseball career had been 
formed on the grounds of Busch Stadiums in the hands 
of Cardinal Nation’s fans. 
   What is perhaps the most depressing sentiment out 
of this whole ordeal is the notion that, no matter the 
loyal fan base and number of people — little kids or 90-
year old retired Cardinals veteran — shouting Pujols’ 
name at their top of their lungs, imploring him, begging 
him to stay, in the end, money was the only thing that 
mattered.

What an unbelieveable Pujol!

As evidenced by its world famous frown, all of St. Louis feels pretty 
crappy about the departure of Albert Pujols.

Bucs on Campus this Week
 Friday, Dec. 9 – 7 p.m. Women’s Basketball vs. Mount Mary

Tuesday, Dec. 12- 7 p.m. Men’s Basketball vs. MSOE
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By Steven Jackson

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

   This coming spring, five December graduates will 
stick around to complete an honors term project. 
Projects are selected based on how much they 
contribute to Beloit’s academic and co-curricular 
programs, as well as their bearing on students’ 
academic and professional development. Get to know 
the honors term awardees and their projects below. 

   Brian Shobe’s honors term involves interviewing 
alumni, with a focus on the idea of the liberal arts in 
practice. Shobe will publish the alumni profile features 
on the Terrarium and in the Round Table. The purpose 
of the project is to illustrate what it means to practice 
the liberal arts and to demonstrate how alumni have 
taken that practice to heart and continue to do so 
after Beloit. 
   The idea for this honors term grew out of Shobe’s 
work experience in the Admissions Office and at the 
Liberal Arts in Practice Center (LAPC). Success will 
be difficult to measure, but Shobe hopes his honors 
term will “give students a sense of what Beloiters go on 
to do, which is oftentimes not what they majored in. 
It’s the liberal arts in practice that allows them to do 
that.” 
   Shobe isn’t sure what he’ll do after completing the 
honors term, but he is considering staying in the area 
to work on a small farm. 

Ari Jacobs is a chemistry major and physics minor. 
His project focuses on the improvement of teaching 
tools within the chemistry department. He will be 
recording labs for posting on Moodle, designing new 
labs, updating the department’s inventory system and 
hosting workshops for students. (His official title is 
“Head T.A.” but he wouldn’t mind going by “King 
T.A.” or simply “Boss.”) 
   Jacobs is excited for the opportunity to see the 
teachers’ side of the learning process. He has been a 
T.A. for three years and hopes to one day teach at a 
university. In a way, this project is a capstone for his 
experience as a T.A. 
   Jacobs hopes to eventually go to graduate school 
in engineering. In the meantime he has applied for a 
Fulbright in Israel to study nanotechnology. 

   Megan O’Doherty’s honors project will focus on 
revitalizing the Merrill Community Center Music 
Outreach (MCCMO). The MCCMO is a partnership 
between the college, the Merrill Community Center 
and Voigt Music. It provides music lessons to kids 
at the Merrill Community Center. Next semester, 
O’Doherty will focus on expanding the outreach and 
making it sustainable.
   Last summer O’Doherty gained 
experience working for NGO’s, and 
came to campus this year with ideas 
for managing and improving the music 
outreach program.
   O’Doherty’s goals include providing 
student volunteers with academic credit, 
starting a pool of donated instruments 
exclusively for the Merrill kids, signing on 
more student volunteers and having more 
lessons each week. “But, as my faculty 
sponsors keep telling me, it has to be baby 
steps,” she says. 
   O’Doherty has no definite plans for the 
summer, but she was just hired through 
the Ministry of Education to teach 
English in Spain starting next October. 

   Max Rothman is a physics major with 
a minor in music. Next semester he will 
co-teach an ensemble class with Adjunct 
Associate Professor Ian Nie called “Beloit 
College Klezmer Kapelye.” The ensemble 
will split time between studying the 
history of Klezmer and Eastern European 
Jewry, and learning to play Klezmer music.  
   Rothman led a small Klezmer ensemble 
his sophomore year, but it ultimately fell 
apart. He has since struggled to make the 
time to try again. “An honors term is the 
perfect opportunity!” he says. 
   Rothman knows teaching a class will 
be challenging, but he looks forward to 
the experience. “It’s my favorite type of 
music to play, and I love sharing that with 
people.” 
   After the honors term, Rothman’s 
plans are simple: “Get a job.” He is also 
considering graduate school, and will of 

course continue playing Klezmer.

      Xiyu Du was unavailable for comment. The 
physics and math double major was likely preparing 
for a heavy load of finals. Her project is to prepare 
and edit a new review booklet for students taking the 
physics portion of the GRE. Physics and Astronomy 
Chair Paul Stanley is her faculty sponsor. 

Spring ‘12 Honors Term Profiles

Make sure to check My Turtle 

Search over break for great job 

listings!

http://www.beloit.edu/careerservices/
students/myturtlesearch/ 

Don’t forget to plan for summer 

internships over Winter Break!

Check out the LAPC website (beloit.edu/
lapc) for guides and tips. 

Have a Spring Internship?

The registration deadline is: 

Weds. March 21!

Enrolled academic credit internship 
registration form due in Registrar’s office by 
4:30pm.  Registered non-credit registration 
form due to Career Services in the LAPC by 
4:30pm. 
Registration form and information available 
at http://www.beloit.edu/lapc/internships

LAPC Tips:
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John Winkelmann: The (Res)Life of the party
By Bethany Kosmicki
CONTRIBUTOR

    We all know him as the 
associate dean of residential life, 
as the man you see when your 
weekend shenanigans go too far, 
and the person with whom you 
work out your housing issues. 
But do we really know that 
much about him? What was his 
life was like before coming to 
Beloit. What are his hobbies 
and interests? What does he eat 
for breakfast? John Winkelmann 
graciously welcomed an 
interview and I sat down with 
him to find out who the man 
behind the Res. Life mask really 
is. 
    Winkelmann grew up not far from here in Peru, 
Il. He’s the oldest of four siblings, all of whom he 
still lives close to. As a kid, he played a lot of sports, 
and used being tall for his age as an advantage in 
basketball and tennis. In high school, he went to a 
Catholic boarding school (as a local commuter) run by 
Benedictines. He also played trombone in the band 
and spent a lot of time outdoors.
    Winkelmann went to the community college where 
his dad taught, and later switched to Loyola University 

in Chicago. He was an RA (of a 
350 all male dorm with “not the 
best reputation on campus”) 
and biology pre-med major 
originally. He said if he had 
been at Beloit, he would have 
been a “science person living in 
the science center.”
   He later took a year off to 
explore what he wanted to do, 
finally deciding on teaching, 
so he earned his degree and 
taught for a year in a Chicago 
public school. Afterwards, 
he continued on to get his 
masters, first in guidance and 
counseling, then shifted to 
college student personnel. 
When asked about how he got 

his position at the college, he told me associate dean of 
Res Life is “never really on the job list when you look 
at jobs for your life,” but was nevertheless enthusiastic 
to work with students.
    So I got the general background, but I wanted to 
know who John Winkelmann is today.  I asked him 
what we would see if he had been a college student 
here at Beloit today. He told me “there’s an element 
of science geek there, absolutely”, but he also likes to 
go and hang out, meet new people, be involved with 
campus life, and has always asked a lot of questions.         
When I inquired about his own party antics, he told 

me, “I liked to have a good time, I occasionally got to 
meet the dean, had my chance in the chair... I liked to 
mess around, we had interesting conversations.”
    I proceeded to ask questions about his general 
interests and preferences. Here’s what I found 
out: John Winkelmann likes jazz, Tom Waits, Mary 
Chapin Carpenter (especially “Do You Feel Lucky” 
during room assignments) and aside from disliking 
“country-country,” has a pretty eclectic music taste. 
Winkelmann prefers Midwestern food, “cooked on a 
grill” and often has a Beloit Bagel for breakfast (which 
apparently “originally came on a muffin”). He likes to 
cook, using recipes as a guide to tinker in the kitchen. 
I asked him about his beer and wine taste. If it’s wine, 
lately he’s enjoyed reds like Pinot Noirs. When it 
comes to beer, it’s “got to be some kind of local, micro-
brew”. Otherwise, a gin and tonic is his go-to cocktail. 
What else you might ask?       
   Winkelmann also likes gardening, home 
improvement projects, being outside, photography, 
and has been reading a lot of mysteries lately like 
David Baldacci.
    I finally asked Winkelmann what he likes about 
Beloit and what are struggles he faces in his position. 
He told me “it’s all about the people.” He loves the 
student life, the way we question everything, and the 
great faculty co-workers he has. He said having enough 
time to get everything done can be difficult, as well 
as staying connected with students because “this job 
sometimes pulls (him) away from students.”

By Seb Peltekian
CONTRIBUTOR

   Brothers Michael and Lex Valadez 
work from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
weekdays.  However, despite the eight 

hour shift, the brothers’ work is anything 
but normal.  The Valadez brothers are 

tattoo artists and body piercers at B City Ink.  
   B City Ink is located on 813 East Grand Ave. in 

Beloit.  It opened over the summer of 2011 and shares 
a building with Pretty Boy Studios.  The inside of the 

building is dark with red walls covered in posters of notable musicians such as Bob 
Marley, The Beatles and Bob Dylan, as well as sports jerseys and other clothing.  
Metal music plays throughout the building.
   Michael Valadez, who also works at Pretty Boy Studios doing sound work for 
events ranging from the Beloit International Film Festival to symphonies, stated 
that B City Ink “started out small, [but] like anything you want to define your 

product and your customers.”  Valadez continued by saying that he is looking to 
“find the best way to target the product at customers...it’s all about the customers 
and the product.”
   While Michael Valadez feels that he is “an underdog,” he and his brother have a 
strong sense of community and responsibility. They say they want to “establish a 
relationship [with the community], be more known, and help with the community.”
   Lex Valadez, who has only been working at B City Ink for two months (prior 
to getting hired there, he was working out of his house near the Beloit College 
campus) said that B City Ink’s mission is to “turn the community around.  It was 
on its last string.  The environment will be flipped to open it to the community 
and get rid of the bad crowd that hangs out here at night.”  He added that he and 
his brother are “trying to revolutionize” the way people look at tattoo parlors.  The 
Valadez brothers hope to establish a ustream, a website for live video streaming, 
out of the basement of the building for local rappers.  Some other ideas that the 
brothers have are digital frames to show off tattoo work and airbrushing in the 
front of the store for people on the street to see.
   The Valadez brothers invite all to come to their tattoo parlor, saying that B City 
Ink is open all the time and that walk-ins are welcome.

What’s behind that door?

John Winkelmann in a bygone era: still looking 

fine.
Image Courtesy of the Round Table Archives.
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By Jeremy Cornelius
FEATURES EDITOR

    The holiday season definitely means (upper-case) Cheer in 
my book. Charles Dickens knew how to inspire joy around 
this time of year and made Ebenezer Scrooge one of the 
most common associations with brightening up around the 
holidays.
    Having seen an immediate surge of holiday commercials 
on the day of Thanksgiving (while trying to relax and enjoy 
“Clueless”) takes a bit of my holiday cheer away. I can safely 
say that another hyper-consumerist holiday is just around 
the not-so-snowy Wisconsin corner. Since #BlackFriday and 
#CyberMonday tweets blew up Twitter two weeks ago, I can 
only imagine all the gifts for the kids and how the massive 
consumption of wrapping paper will rise. When, in fact, all 
one has to do is save the morning newspaper for a few weeks 
and go to town with it as inexpensive resourceful wrapping 
paper. 
    Now what are we gonna do about all the discarded trash 

on Christmas morning, like the plastic cases of the latest 
Transformer action figure came in, or all of the cellophane 
video game wrappers? Well, one solution is cutting down 
on buying all of the newest and greatest. Try shopping used 
online or go back to “Little Women” and make each other 
gifts. In fact, the kids over in the Outdoor Environment 
Club  are holding a house Secret Santa where they all agreed 
to make each other gifts and not spend any money. 
    We also have those pesky plastic bags swarming around the 
house after Christmas and ending up in the garbage. To solve 
that little issue, buy reusable shopping bags and make sure to 
take them with on every holiday shopping spree. 
    We seem to have all the purchasing points covered, now 
what? Those icicle lights around the house and the string 
lights on the tree are nice at night, right? Did you know 
that LED lights use 80-90 percent less energy than old light 
bulbs?
    See? With a few simple alterations of consumption 
practices during the holiday season, we can reduce some 
waste in order to green this time of year a little bit more.   

Adding a little more green to the 

holiday season

By Sophie Maloney
CONTRIBUTOR

    As I grab a bagel, pop it in the toaster, sleepily pour a cup 
of coffee and find some ruby red strawberries to put on my 
plate, I often find myself wondering where all the food in 
Commons comes from. Clara Baker ‘13, Matt Walthius ‘14, 
Michelle Koenig ‘13, Kyle Schwab ‘13 and I decided to find 
out. 
    With all the talk on campus about food (co-ops, quality, 
potential change in companies) we decided to partner with 
a national organization called the Real Food Challenge to 
find out. We used the Real Food Calculator to research and 
evaluate companies to determine if they were providing us 
with “Real Food.” Real food falls under one of the following 
categories: fair (good wages, worker benefits, employee rights 
to organize), local (grown within 250 miles of Beloit, through 
community based companies), ecologically sound (organic, 
biodynamic, good environmental growing practices), or 

humane (free-range, grass-fed, happy animals). 
    After many hours of sifting through invoices, entering 
data, calling companies, and occasionally banging our heads 
in frustration at the lack of transparency in the U.S. food 
system, we finished auditing one month of the food we buy 
at Commons. We found that 16.96 percent of the food in 
commons is Real. However, 15.85 percent is Real Food B, 
meaning that it only met one of the criteria for Real Food 
(this was most often the “fair” category). 1.11 percent of 
the food at commons met two or more categories and was 
considered Real Food A. 
    So it turns out that my usual breakfast was pretty “Real,” 
although I would benefit from getting toast on wheat 
berry bread, instead of going for a high fructose corn syrup 
saturated bagel. Commons has local, organic, cage-free eggs 
available as well, but you have to request them at the grill. 
    If you have any questions regarding our findings, email me at 
maloneys@beloit.edu or check out the real food website http://
realfoodchallenge.org/

How “Real” is Commons food?Real Food at 

Commons:

Real Food B unless otherwise 
indicated.
RF A: Real Food A

Breakfast 
Coffee- Caffeine (not 
decaf) RF A
Eggs RF A*
100% natural Wheat 
Berry Bread RF A
Forever Bagels**
General Mills Cereals
Rice Milk
Soy Milk
Buttery Spread (in the 
fridge)
Plain Low Fat Yogurt 
Simply Van yogurt  
(nonfat)
Strawberries

Lunch
Lettuce Spring Mix 
Squash (Zucchini)
Squash (Yellow) 
Red Pepper 
Cabbage 
Yellow Onions 
Pepper Jack Cheese RF A
Muenster Cheese

Dinner
Tofu, Extra Firm, Organic
Cooked and Peeled 
Shrimp
Steak used for Stir-fry

Dessert
Soy whip-cream (used on 
vegan deserts)
Frozen Yogurt

*All shelled eggs are 
local, but you have to 
specifically ask for the 
organic and cage-free 
eggs!
**These were sold last 
Feb, but are no longer 
provided in commons



By Spencer Bible
CONTRIBUTOR

 
   I was recently informed of a departmental 
prejudice at Beloit College when a biology major, 
who will remain nameless, informed me that 
creative writing majors are a punch line among 
more ‘practical’ departments. When beady eyed, 
cold-blooded scientists think of experiments 
not fit for human trial, they cackle and exclaim, 
“We’ll just use some creative writing majors!”
   Haha, indeed.
   I don’t know if 
this is a slight at 
our impending 
poverty, or if 
they’re jealous 
of our extremely 
attractive hands, 
but it would 
appear that as 
an intellectual 
cast, we, the 
people of the 
creative writing 
department, are 
often not taken 
seriously.
   Shame, 
you future 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
members of 
society. Shame.
   I admit we have one of the lightest workloads, 
(no one’s buying it, religious studies) spend our 
time reading things that are actually entertaining, 
regularly express mundane emotions, and act 
like we’re cooler than we actually are. It’s well 
known that if a student takes a creative writing 
class and tries, they will get an A, no matter how 
bad the story about their high school girlfriend/
first lesbian experience/time they took too many 
drugs is. 
   On all that, you got me. I can’t say that I could 
be a physics major if I wanted to, because I do 
want to. I’ve tried, and I can’t. If the homework 
didn’t kill me … the homework would kill me. 
That goes for most everything taught in that big 
building with all the glass.
   Most of my classes are in the World Affairs 
Center (WAC), which has all the charm of a 
colonial era mausoleum. The couches are worn 
with the asses of Beloit Fiction Journal editorial 

boards, the stairs are disconcertingly narrow, 
and the basement is a Kafkaesque labyrinth of 
offices and leaky pipes. Most of the classrooms 
either feel like somewhere you would take a 
mandatory alcohol education class or watch a 
presentation about growth projections. None 
have the placidity, class and charm that we 
writing folk desperately attempt to embody. 
   I can understand why those of us who choose 
to graduate with degrees in creative writing 
are laughable. It is an unglamorous, quasi-

artesian, largely 
i m p r a c t i c a l 
pursuit.  
   But I don’t 
think most of us 
would change 
that. To put it 
simply, writing 
is liberating.  It 
may not seem 
that way — 
our school has 
us write more 
papers in one 
year then our 
library could 
h o l d — b u t 
being asked to 
write anything 
you want 
makes the only 
limitation one’s 

mind. You find things out about yourself in 
writing. Often, after an hour, I look at the page 
and realize I have the exact opposite opinion of 
what I thought when I began.  
   At its best, writing is a direct expression of the 
mind, yet I’m struck by my inability to express 
things as grandly as I imagine them. This 
humbles me, and the pursuit of shrinking the gap 
between idea and expression is often the ‘carrot 
on the stick’ for creative writing students. That’s 
why writing majors have infinite value. We strive 
to translate new thought into language that can 
be understood by others.  
   If you’re sitting there thinking, “well, any dope 
can do that” then try and write a story that’s 
more than fifteen pages long. Then, let four of 
your closest friends read it. They won’t tell you 
it’s bad, but you’ll know … you’ll know.
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In defense of the creative writing major

Hats off to the orchestra concert — it was 
really good.
Hats off to the VaGinger Monologue.
F*ck off to forgetting to wear a hat. My ears are cold. 
Hats off to pumpkin frosting at Commons—lets not make this 
strictly seasonal. Pumpkin is good year round. 
Hats off to all of the videos Ben Hartzell ’10 has made for this 
college. I’m not the school-spirit type, but I post those videos on my 
Facebook for one reason: to make people jealous.
F*ck off to the inconsistency of wooden porch swings on this 
campus. Every dorm needs a wooden porch swing.
Hats off to the girl who balanced three books on her head while 
walking all the way down College Street. I don’t even have anything 
snarky to say about it—it was amazing and practical. Her hands were 
probably super warm and her books made it back to her dorm safely. 
And she looked like a baller. 
Hats off to everyone who donated to the Pulaski Fire Fund. 
F*ck off to Al Gore for inventing global warming and depriving me 
of snow. 
Hats off to finding out that class is canceled when you’re already 
ten minutes late.
Hats off to thesis presentations; I now understand my thesis.
F*ck off to Taylor Swift for being the only thing that cures my 
hangovers. I wish I were lying. 
Hats off to whomever distributed a Ferris Bueller quote in my 
mailbox.
F*ck off to everybody who is graduating early. See you suckers in 
May when we walk.
Hats off to graduating early. Sayonara, bitches! 
F*ck off to whomever clogged both toilets on my floor. Security 
had to clean up your nasty dumps. 
F*ck off to watered down happy hour drinks. Just because I’m too 
cheap to buy full-price booze doesn’t mean I deserve anything less 
than the best. 

Hats off, F*ck off SPONSORED BY:

Hats off, F*ck off

Early birds and night owls 
enjoy $1 medium coffees 
6:30 ‐ 8:30 am and 8:00 ‐ 

10:00 pm.
Don’t forget to check 

out Tuesday Night Movie 
Night and Wednesday 
Night Scrabble & Board 

Game Night!!



By Louis Bruneau

CONTRIBUTOR

   When the Round Table contacted me and asked if I could 

do a housing application review, I was shocked. Didn’t they 

know I already printed my own paper/periodical/graphic zine 

(“My Preciousest Moments Magazine” - Only $13.85 for one 
year of biweekly subscriptions!) and was factually in process with the same exact idea for next 
week’s issue?

   Granted, this was not the first time a well-known publication had stolen my intellectual 
property. I remember the heady days of 2003 and how “MAD Magazine” stole my joke about the 
next Grand Theft Auto game featuring an “Amish mode” a mere month after I told Greg Bickford, 
in confidence, that it would be cool if GTA had horses & buggies. 
    But I digress, the Round Table will have their day in court. Until then, I present Housing 

Application Review Fall 2011 in the most readily palatable format for today’s mushy modern 
minds: an alphabetized list.

Art House  

Not enough room to answer the question, What role do farts play in your life?, considering that 

the frequency with which I fart is the second-least desirable thing about me (The first being, of 
course, that I voted for John McCain. True story). That they did not work a Jackson Pollock/

POLZ with 
LOLZ: 
NEWT, WHAT A 
BEAUT!
By Ian Hedges

POLITICAL COLUMNIST

   A month ago, I was losing faith 
that President Obama would win 
re-election. The polls had Mitt 
Romney ahead in several key states 
like Michigan and Ohio. Then, 
Herman Cain was pulling away 
votes from both Mitt Romney and 
Obama. I tried preparing myself for 

a Republican White House 
that would come with duck hunting on the South Lawn 

and homophobic, rapture-fearing prayer circles in the 
Rose Garden. But then, the archangel Gabriel came down 
to Earth within the last week and created the Herman Cain 
sexual harassment scandal. 
   In a way, it was incredibly sad because Cain’s polling 
numbers were still high even though four women had come 

forward to say they had been sexually harassed (without 
consent, mind you). However, it did not take the sexual abuse 
against women for Republicans to understand that Cain 
wasn’t fit to be President — it took a consensual extramarital 
affair to boot him out. I was afraid that it was a shoe-in that 
Mitt Romney would be our next President — but as Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-MA) said at his retirement announcement, “ I 
did not think I had lived a good enough life to be rewarded by 

having Newt Gingrich be the Republican nominee.” Sure enough, 
Newt Gingrich is leading in the polls for the early primaries, and 

this political columnist could not be happier. 

   Newt Gingrich is the epitome of what goes wrong for a presidential 

candidate. He has a bad policy rap on the Hill. When he was the 

speaker of the house, he became a joke when he was willing to 
shut down the government in order to reign in Bill Clinton. His 
name become synonymous of when the Republicans were known 
as a bunch of politicos hunting down information for Clinton’s sex 
life when their sex lives were much worse. Not only did he have 
an extramarital affair with a staffer; he did it while his wife was 
recovering from cancer. Just in this decade, he supported health 

care reform before he went against it, and then claimed that his 

support to address climate change was the stupidest thing he had 

done in his career. 

   All I’m saying is, please bring it on, Newt. It will assure that we 
will have President Obama for one more term. 
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It’s the 

holidays y’all, 

and you know 

what that means: 

parting with your beloved lover/hook-up/special 
study buddy to return to a cold bed and a neat 

room that your mom cleaned and organized once 
again.  You have lots of Parcheesi games and 
awkward cousin conversations in your future, 

along with that empty bed and its really clean 

sheets.  

   You’ve had a few dry text exchanges with your 
special Beloit buddy here and there, but there’s 
nothing really to say.  And now you’re sitting in 
your living room with your dog Franko or your 
cat Jezebel, sipping on a glass of your parents 

wine (and it’s fancy sh*t … compared to Crane 
Lake), and there’s only one thing you want 
for Christmas: skype sex.  Skex, as it’s called. 

You’ve never actually done 

it but you’re pretty sure your 

roommate does it with his/

her significant other during 
your long day.  It may be really 

weird, but you’re still curious 

by this twenty-first century 
phenomenon.  After all, it 
could be thrilling, right?

   Before you embark on 
this camera-to-camera 

action, there are a few things to 

consider:  Your own genitals reflected back at 
you from your computer screen could be a little 

shocking, so either test it out beforehand or opt 

for the more modest approach by keeping the 

camera above your mid section.  Lock your door 
and make sure no relatives are near.  Might be an 
obvious one, but NOTHING could be worse 
than Grandma Gigi popping in with a plate of 

her freshly baked macaroons only to discover 

the situation at hand.  

   Lastly, be prepared to laugh.  Poor connection 
mixed with frozen screens and triple eyes (and 
nipples) is pretty unavoidable, so bring along a 
sense of humor for the ride.  At least you don’t 
have to worry about queefs! Happy Holidays. 

Love, Joy

Skype  Sex

The 

Joy Of...
By Joy Belamarich

SEX COLUMNIST 

Mind Your 
Manors

(“Mind Your Manors” 
continued on page 12)



splatter paint angle into their questions about zombie 

apocalypse is a sad thing indeed, although I give them 

credit for having their finger on the contemporary 
pulse because zombies are the Banksy of movie 

monsters - terrifying and more than forty years old. 
“Write any last word to shock/surprise/enlighten us — make 
us pick you!”: Sphincter.
Final conclusion: In another life, I would live in Art 

House because I know they have that cool House of 

Leaves thing going on where closets are crammed into 

places they should not be and there is a kitchen on the 

second floor where I would get a popcorn 
maker and point it out the window, letting 

popcorn bombard the passers-by.

BSU 

Pretty straight-forward, so I’ll skip to the 
“Fun ?s.”  
If you could have dinner with any person alive/
deceased who would it be?: If this person is also 

making the dinner, I would say burgeoning 

chef and cranky rock guy Steve Albini, 

taking into consideration our dual passions 

for glasses and yelling.
What’s your favorite childhood memory?: 
Reading “Ender’s Game” in fifth grade 
and feeling proud of myself despite not 

understanding or remembering any of it.

French House/Slow Food Co-op 

In case you were not aware, the Slow Food 

Co-op has moved itself into French House 
and rejuvenated the formerly quiet territory, 

promising plenty for all the folks and hanging their 

colorful banners everywhere, so in this case I am 

reviewing both of their applications in this spot. 
French House’s sheet still retains the questions that 
cater to their countrymen’s fondness for making 
animal noises and drawing said animals with berets and 

cigarettes, while smoking.

The Slow Food Co-op 

Has an exciting new two-page form, laying out the 
tenets of their platform and asking members to 

contribute to labor that strengthens the people and 

the party. I am quite enthusiastic about this group of 
young upstarts and look forward to their glorious new 

reign!

Tell us the best food joke you know: A priest, a rabbi and 

an imam walk into a Denny’s. All are offended by what 
they see.

Geology House 

I did not know that we had a Geology House; I guess 
they have “outrageous wallpaper.”

InterFaith House 
A lot of questions which I can tell result from their 

acceptance of all faiths. Life sure is tricky sometimes! 
What is the relationship between your big toe and your second 
toe?: Blood relatives.
Are you quote-worthy? Please give us a funny quote for our 
quote board: I sleep naked so if I wet the bed, I don’t 
have to take a shower. I wake up and I’m golden!

Japan House 

Your answers will be confidential! Only the officers of Japan 
Club will look at them! After that we will dispose of them 
Yakuza-style. Poor taste, Japan Club. In addition, your 
boldness on #5 (Which Japan Club members would you 
never, ever want to live with in-house?) is an affront to 
traditional Japanese passive-aggression.
“What is your favorite Japanese monster?”: Sagawa Issei (佐
川 一政)

Music House 
I like the typewritten-and-then-photocopied 
questions, very DIY.
Would you rather: A) Every time you climb a set of stairs 
higher than 6 steps you are obligated to loudly quote Family 
Guy. B) Every time you say “I love you,” two flies fly out the 
corner of your mouth.: A, because I could pass off my 
belabored breathing as quoting Peter after winning the 

golden ticket to Pawtucket Pat’s beer factory and then 
tripping and falling in front of his house.
You can telepathically communicate with one super badass 
animal. You can ride it, talk to it, it is your best friend. 

Describe that animal.: A much larger duck with butterfly 
wings & teeth. It is blue.
Good questions and short, easily the best application 
so far.

OEC 

I don’t like that you insist I am willing to go to BSC/
Belfast/ResLife and especially do not care for those 
exclamation points. Very rude. 
Do you hug trees?: Once, when I was 14 and curious...
Are you willing to let it mellow when it’s yellow?: 

Hahahahahahahaha oh this is a real 

question.Yes, yes I am. Perhaps too 
willing.
Can I borrow your shirt?: Not the tiger 

ones.
Tell us a bad joke.: Democracy (Alternate 
answer: Objectivism)
I would definitely consider living in OEC 
because I now remember what their 

acronym stands for.

Peace & Justice 

Well, looka this! It’s a hand-drawn 
questionnaire with things in the shape of 

the question that is about them! An oven, 

a plate, a big fat pencil. Wowee!
Write a story that includes the following 
words: spaghetti, Mr. Potato Head, fist.: All 

I can think of are scenarios where “fist” 
would be a verb and I don’t think I’m 
allowed to do that. Sorry. I wouldn’t be a 
good fit for Peace & Justice anyhow. I’m a 

misanthrope. 

Spanish House 

Too many words/partially in Spanish. I have a hard 
enough time trying to convince myself I remember 

French.

SPIEL 

How would you describe SPIEL?: Like camp, but for 

adults. [Imagine I made a quip here about milkshakes 
that involved Kelis and/or There Will Be Blood. I am 
going to send this piece to SNL.]

Women’s Center 

What quotation would you, if forced, use as a model for the 
rest of your life?: “Hell is also yourself.” - R. Crumb

The lack of Russian House applications supports my 

theory that they are secretly the best special interest 

house, assuming you can appreciate its rustic wildness 

and the ever-present smell of soup. Boy, I really fell off 
towards the end there. Sorry again.
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arts & entertainment...

 Join us for Holidazzle 2011

Friday, December 9th 

Live music, dinner special and drinks (and free 
wine and cheese tasting). 

Cooked Grass Jams Funky Folky-Bluegrass at 5 p.m. 
Matt and Todd Goodwin perform original songs from 

8-10 p.m. Join Bushel & Pecks as they host Walking 
the Dog Theater’s production of “A Christmas Carol” 

on December 9th & 10th at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. or on 
December 11th at 2 p.m. Tickets on sale now! General 
admission--$10 ; Senior citizens, students and children 

under 12--$7. 

bushel & pecks
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By Kelsey Rettke
STAFF WRITER

   On Wednesday, December 7, the Beloit College Orchestra held a concert in Eaton 
Chapel at 7:30. The concert, which featured the entirety of Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
“Symphony No. 1 in C Major,” was a formal event with performers dressed in concert 
black. A multitude of students, college faculty, and Beloit community members were all 
in attendance.
   The performance was conducted by Visiting Assistant Professor and Conductor-in-

Residence, David Anderson.
   The concert began with Giuseppe Verdi’s “Overture” to the Italian Nabucco. The 
piece was performed beautifully and showcased several soloists in the brass and 
woodwind sections.
   Following the piece, Anderson and his concertmaster David Yu ’12 explained the 
sonata form to the audience and the orchestra provided examples of the main themes 
of the symphony. Then the orchestra began the four-part symphony. 

   The final piece, Antonín Dvořák’s “Symphony No. 8 in G Major,” opens with an 

“invigorating force” of trumpeting excellence. The song is fast and it’s slow, it’s yes and 
it’s no, it’s up and it’s down, but it is always excellent. It ends quickly and intensely, as if 
speaking to the brevity and unexpected nature of life.
   The concert itself was an immensely impressive showcase of student skill, with the 
choice of music being beautifully appealing as well. 

Beloit orchestrated

By Lizzi Belmont
CO-DESIGN EDITOR

   Water and fractals and toys, oh my! The 
December Dance Workshop Performance 
debuts this weekend. The show features work 
from student chorographers Joey Hernandez 
‘11, Molly Bliese ‘12, Liz Freeman ’12, Marissa 
Hutton ’12, Matthew Alan Porter, ’12, Kate 
Sedlacek ’12, Mira Treatman ’12, Mia Alcorn 
’13, Claire Alrich ‘13, Alissa Anderson ’13, Alison 
Weber ’13, Lizzi Belmont ’14, Alissa Chen 
’14, Liana Segan’14, Nora Sullivan ’14, Amelia 
Tarpey ’14, Toby Walters ’14, Marilu Wiesner 
’14 and Ariel Yang ’14. The annual event takes 
place at the Neese Theater, with showings 
tonight (Friday, Nov. 9) and tomorrow 

(Saturday, Nov. 10) at 8 p.m. 

   The process began with auditions in September. Students are required to take a 
choreography course before submitting their dances to the show, but auditions are 
open to dancers and non-dancers alike. 

   This show comes after three months of rehearsal and development. “I love 
getting to perform after months of hard work,” said Alcorn. Several pieces from 
this performance will be selected by visiting guest responder Adriana Durant to be 
performed in the formal February dance show “Chelonia.”

   The performance showcases a wide variety 
of dance styles, from modern to contemporary 
ballet to hip-hoppy jazz. Each dancer and 

chorographer’s passion shines through the pieces. 
“I love watching what everybody is putting 
together — seeing their ideas being put into life. 

Especially when you see your friends out there 
doing something they’re so passionate about,” 
said Ignacio.
   As an audience member I was drawn into and 
intrigued by each and every piece. Treatman’s 
“Seven Minutes in Heaven” offers a subtle 

tugging at your psyche to accompany the 
exquisite movement. The relationship between a 
mother and her autistic son, explored in Bliese’s 
“Through Joey’s Eyes,” presents a beautiful look 
into a world that not many of us have experience 

with. “This is a Preview,” choreographed by Alrich, provides stunning imagery 
worthy of professional cinema. Nora Sullivan’s “Purple Swirls” engulfs the audience 
with its fiery energy and power.

   These pieces are only a few of the many masterpieces presented in the December 
Dance Workshop Performance. The hard work and enthusiasm of each dancer is 
apparent, and the variety of dances is enough to keep you on the edge of your seat. 
I may be biased in insisting you intend (my piece is the second after intermission), 

but this is an event that no Beloiter should miss!

Mira Treatman ‘12,   Alissa Anderson ‘13, Alissa Chen ‘14, Melina Mon-
tesino ‘15, Marilu Wiesner ‘14, Kelsey Bartolozzi ‘13, Liana Segan ‘12, 
preform Segan’s “Walking Waters.”

Photo by Hannah Warren.

Did I mention I like to dance?



arts & entertainment...
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Emily Neigel & Megan O’Doherty

CONTRIBUTOR & CO-DESIGN EDITOR

   Katniss Everdeen is exhausted, hungry and numb. She is sixteen years old. Today is the 

fourth worst day of her life, and the odds are even less in her favor. 

It is the day of the Reaping.

   In a post-revolutionary North America, Katniss battles day to day life in 
District 12, one of twelve districts that are forced to serve the whims of the 
Capitol. After the death of her father in a tragic mining accident, Katniss took to 
hunting illegally in the woods to provide for her mother and younger sister, Prim. 
If constant hunger and life in “The Seam” weren’t enough of a punishment, the 
Capitol requires each district to offer two tributes to participate in “The Hunger 
Games.” The games serve as a reminder that the Capitol has absolute power over 
the districts and insolence will not be tolerated. Each year, the names of children 
between the names of 12 and 18 are entered into a lottery. In the poorer districts, 
children have the option to enter their names multiple times, in order to receive 
supplementary grain and oil for their families. Katniss has entered her name 
twenty times and her only hope is that anyone but Prim is offered as tribute.  
   Katniss’ heart drops when she hears the name “Primrose Everdeen” called across the square.

Before she feels her feet move beneath her, Katniss has called out and volunteered herself to 

replace the person she holds most dear. Katniss Everdeen is going to the Hunger Games and she 

is certain that she’s not coming back. 

   In the best-selling trilogy, “The Hunger Games,” Suzanne Collins creates a 

disturbing world ruled by consumerism, greed and power. The district-capitol 
relationship represents how authoritarian power exploits those who are beneath 
their sphere of influence. The leader of “Panem,” Collins’ dystopic society, uses 
fear as a means of control and domination. Despite its “Young Adult” genre label, 
this trilogy is particularly intriguing to college-aged students. The strong political 
undertones parallel historical and current events.
   Similar to the “Twilight” series, the trilogy falls back on a teenage love triangle 
filled with angst and longing. However, Katniss is no Bella. Although Bella 
and Katniss share a tendency to put others before themselves, Bella’s greatest 
strength was a willingness to kill herself for a boy. Katniss’ greatest strength is her 
willingness to do whatever it takes to save her family and to kill anyone that stands 
in her way. While murder is not the status quo for a young adult’s protagonist, in a 
world where the stakes are so much higher Katniss is a role model that shows the 
importance of strength, wit, courage and survival. 
   Although the book is rather violent and filled with disturbing imagery, in a world 
where it is okay to write about a vampire baby eating its way out of its mother’s 
vagina, nothing is really off limits. At least “The Hunger Games” conveys a greater 
social-political message and boasts a strong female lead. The series will reel you in 
and make you hunger for more, so wait to read until finals are over. 
    This is what she knows, her name is Katniss Everdeen, she has never left District 12. She is 

sitting next to Peeta Mellark, the other tribute from District 12, and she knows she has to kill 

him.

Rating: Five Stars

Out of Context Professor Quotes

“Kids learn better when 
they are higher.” 
- Mark Klassen

“Oops, I failed to 
recognize that you’re a 
person.” - Matt Tedesco

“Just invite the chimps 
over. They can help you 
with the dishes.” 
- Kristin Bonnie

“I’ll get your ass, 
basically.” - Gene Miller

“After you see 200 people 
get disemboweled, you 
say, ‘Oh, so sweet!’”
- Dennis Hanlon

 “Yes, he’s killing the 
chicken to have sex with 
it.”  - Larry White

“So what else about 
Hadley’s story and not my 
sad life?” 
 - Rebecca Stafford
 

“Someone can say a lot of 
“thus’s” and “therefores” 
and wear tweed and a bow 
tie and still be an idiot.”  - 
Shawn Gillen

“Why don’t we milk
pigs?” - Chris Fink

“Any of these pages will 
probably do you.” 
- Rebecca Stafford

“Wait till I have to urinate 
and I’ll get back to you.” 
- Larry White 

“If I had a cattle prod, I 
could have you dancing on 
the desk.”  - Bill New

“You’re not masturbating, 
it’s Jimmy Stewart!” 
- Dennis Hanlon

“Maybe he had a very 
impressive buttocks?”  
- Shawn Gillen

By Nathanial Fann

STAFF WRITER

    Everyone knows we have buttery flakey croissants at Slicer’s 
Deli. 
•   Grab one and take a stroll over to the ever-enticing fro-yo (or 
is it ice cream?) station.
•   Load croissant with delicious ice cream toppings, preferably 
chocolate ones that are subject to melting. 
•   Head back to the Slicer's Deli panini grills, place your 
delectably dessert-stuffed croissant on the panini grill until ice 
cream toppings have become oh-so-gooey. 
•   Remove WITH CAUTION!
•   You can stop there. 
•   OR grab a bowl. 
•   Place croissant in bowl. 
•   MOOO-ve back to the fro-yo/Ice Cream station and artfully 
cover your croissant with your favorite soft serve fro-yo/ice 
cream.

Inspired by Max Friedland

Nate’s Nummy 
Nums gets 
desserted

“The Hunger Games” fan fiction



TURTLE CREEK

Please 

return my 

purple wallet.
My wallet was stolen from Commons on 
Sunday. I know that my money is gone 

but I would really appreciate having my 
wallet returned as it has sentimental 

value.. My wallet is purple with a 
butterfly clasp. Please contact me at 
bohstedta@beloit.edu or return it to 

my box 433. No questions asked. 
Thank you,

Abigail Bohstedt

Open every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
& Thursday

8-11 pm in Slow Food/French 
House

COLLEGE

COFFEE ON


