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By Patricia Weber 
CONTRIBUTOR

  At midnight on Tuesday Sept. 
20, the military’s ‘Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell’ (DADT) policy was officially 
repealed. There has been much 
debate about what would happen 
if the United States removed this 
ban on homosexuals serving in the 
military.  
Applications of past military 
members who were discharged 
because of DADT are currently 
being reviewed.  
   One couple got married in 
Vermont at midnight the night 
of the repeal. Navy Lt. Gary Ross 
and Dan Swezy exchanged vows 
after having been partners for 11 
years. 
   Ross said, “[DADT] requires 
you to lie several times a day. 
Being in the military is extremely 
invasive. It becomes a web of 
excuses you make when you try to 
be as honest as possible but you 
can’t be honest.” 
   The repeal of DADT has 
brought up concerns as to 
whether or not the partners of 
LGBT military members will 
receive the same benefits as a 
traditional military spouse. 
   DADT is one policy in a long 
history of military policies on 
homosexuality. 
 
 Timeline of military 
policy on homosexuality:

   1950: President Truman signs the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
setting up discharge rules for 
homosexual military members.   
   1982: President Reagan creates 
a defensive directive saying that 
“homosexuality is incompatible 
with military service” and people 
who engage in homosexual acts or 
stated they are gay or bisexual are 
discharged. 

 
   1992: President Clinton promises 
to lift Reagan’s ban.
   1993: DADT made as a 
compromise under Clinton.
   1994: Under federal court ruling, 
Colonel Grethe Cammermeyer 
is allowed to serve openly in 
the National Guard until her 
retirement in 1997.
   2003: Former President Clinton 
calls for an end to DADT.
   2006: The Supreme Court rules 
that the federal government 
can withhold funding from 
universities that accept military 
recruiters in violation of their 
nondiscrimination policies. 
This law upholds DADT and 
was upheld in federal courts five 
times.
   2008: President Obama 
campaigns on a full repeal of 
DADT.
   2010: The House and a 
Senate committee approve an 
amendment to the annual defense 
spending bill. The amendment 
would end the ban but no 
changes could take place until 
the Pentagon could reveal how 
the repeal would affect armed 
forces. On Nov. 30, a report is 
released saying gays are a low risk 
in relation to the armed forces’ 
abilities and effectiveness.
   2010: Senate Republicans 
filibuster a December 9 vote on 
the repeal of DADT.
   2010: December 15, House 
lawmakers approve a bill to repeal 
DADT, again. 
   2010: December 18, Senate votes 
65-31 to repeal DADT which leads 
to sending Obama a bill to end 
the 17 year ban.
 
(Source:  Google News)

DADT Officially Repealed

PHOTO BY XIMENA MORA 
The renovations to the cupola of Middle College are part of campus-wide renovations.

Down and Dirty at BSC:  

Corkboard Dreams

By Paul Glennan and Jeremy 
Cornelius
CONTRIBUTOR and FEATURES 

EDITOR

   “Jennie gets pinned” will be the words on 
everyone’s lips.  Beloit Student Congress 
held a brief meeting on Monday, Sept. 
19 focusing on the new BeloitLink page, 
which features animated flyers on the 
corkboard front page decorated with 
bright, digital pushpins.

   Director of Student Activities Jennie 
Hartzheim led a forum discussion on 

BeloitLink, the project she’s been working on for the past few months.  Clubs 
will be able to post their announcements on the animated corkcboard and fill 
out forms to request money from BelFAST and BSC. 
   The forum concluded with a Q & A for Hartzheim on BeloitLink.  To see the 
new site, visit http://blink.beloit.edu.
   There was no business and little to report from the committees, concluding 
BSC’s session.

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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By Henry Greenfield 
CONTRIBUTOR 

  The United Nations’ Security Council is 
expected to decide whether or not to recognize 
Palestine as an independent state on Friday, Sept. 
23.  Despite considerable support for Palestine 
in the General Assembly, the United States has 
publicly stated that it will veto the proposal. 
   If the U.S. or any of the Security Council’s four other 
permanent members do not veto, a nine to six majority 
is required to pass Palestine’s bid onto the General 
Assembly. If two out of the 35 General Assembly 
members vote in favor of Palestine, Palestine would 
receive full status as a member of the UN  About 
120 of the 193 states represented in the General 
Assembly have already publicly recognized Palestine. 
   Because of support in the General Assembly, 

Mahmoud Abbas, the president of the Palestinian 
National Authority, stated that Palestine would 
pursue “observer status” as a non-member state 

if the U.S. vetoes. Observer status only requires a 
two out of 35 majority in the General Assembly, 
thereby forgoing the Security Council, but it does 
not entail the same privileges as a full member. 
   Abbas’ proposal returns Israel to its pre-1967 borders. 

The West Bank and the Gaza Strip would comprise 
an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. Hamas, a rival of Abbas’ Fattah party 
and the current controlling party in the Gaza Strip, 
has dismissed Abbas’ appeal to the UN as futile.  
   With U.S. backing, the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has also criticized Abbas’ 
appeal to the UN, calling instead for direct 
negotiations between the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel.  The Palestinian National 

Authority, however, ended talks with Israel last year 
when Netanyahu refused to put a moratorium on 
Israeli settlements in the West Bank.  If Palestine 
were recognized as a full member of the General 
Assembly, those settlements would breach Palestine’s 
national sovereignty, arguably a more serious 
offense to international law than just violating the 

Geneva Convention, as Israeli settlements do now. 
  In the last couple of weeks the U.S. has emphasized 
that it will not allow Palestine’s bid to pass the 
Security Council, but earlier this year, along with 
Netanyahu, the U.S. hypothetically endorsed an 
independent Palestinian state as part of a two state 
solution. But, because of congressional pressure, it is 
unlikely that the U.S. will consent to an independent 
Palestinian state in the upcoming Security Council 
vote.

Palestine’s UN Membership Proposed

By Hana Skoblow

CONTRIBUTOR

—  The “leaderless resistance movement” 
Occupy Wall Street hit New York’s financial 

district in full swing on Saturday, Sept. 17 as 

hundreds of protestors crowded Manhattan. 
The demonstration, started by the activist 
magazine Adbusters in July, aims to take a 
stand against corporate corruption.

— Republican presidential candidate Rick 
Santorum claims that Google is favoring his 
democratic opponents by not removing the 
first result that arises when searching for his 

last name. Instead of the politician, web-

surfers will find this definition of santorum: 

“1. The frothy mix of lube and fecal matter 
that is sometimes the byproduct of anal 
sex. 2. Senator Rick Santorum.” This 
website resulted after a 2003 speech in 
which the senator compared homosexuality 
to pedophilia and bestiality. Google has 
refused his request.

— After 31 years together, the members of 
R.E.M have decided to retire. There has 
been no mention of resentment between the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Famers. The decision 

seems to be based on a mutual agreement of 
finality with their last album, “Collapse Into 

Now.”

—  The first dinosaur feathers have been 

discovered in Alberta, Canada. Fossilized in 
amber, the feather fragments date to the end 
of the Crustacean period approximately 85 
to 70 million years ago. This finding will lead 

to more specific evolutionary timelines and 

greater clues to avian ancestors.

Sources: CBS News, CNN Money, CNN, Nerve.
com, MTV, Wired Science

By Anna Holmquist

NEWS EDITOR

 
   The annual Off-campus Studies Fair took place on Thursday, 

Sept. 22 in the atrium of the Center for the Sciences.
   The fair is an event where students who are interested in 
studying abroad can learn about the many programs available to 
them. According to Josh Moore, this year’s fair was the largest 
ever.
   The fair isn’t only important for students who wish to study 
abroad. It also benefits students who have recently returned from 

a semester off-campus.  

   “It’s a good way for me to reflect and process my experiences 

better,” said Ariana Anderson’12, the ambassador for Beloit 
College’s study abroad program in Senegal. She added, “I want 
to get people excited about Senegal, because it’s a pretty cool 
place.”
  This is the first year that there are student ambassadors for 

Beloit study abroad programs.

Students Flock 

to Off-Campus 

Studies Fair
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Saturday, 
September 

24

9:30 AM- 
Women’s Tennis 

vs. Judson

1:00 PM- 
Women’s Soccer 

vs. Ripon

3:30 PM- 
Women’s Tennis 

vs. Dubuque

3:30 PM- Men’s 
Soccer vs. 

Ripon

By Carolyn Stransky
CONTRIBUTOR

   With the new field finished and a new coach hired, the 
development of the Beloit lacrosse program is finally 
underway. Official as of last June, Bob Dignazio will be 
Beloit’s first head coach of men’s lacrosse. He is already 
starting to shape his team. 
   “We’re in the process of buying equipment, having 
students on campus to interview, creating a schedule 
and really putting the first season into place,” said 
Dignazio. “We’re still in progress, but we are where I 
want to be.” 
   Dignazio is no stranger to the game. As a player at 
Kenyon College in Ohio, Dignazio started every game 
for three seasons, leading his team to two appearances 
at the NCAA Division III Tournament and earning 
himself the title of a two-time All-North Atlantic 
Conference Defensive man. 
   After graduating in 2008, Dignazio worked at 

Randolph-Macon College as the defensive coordinator, 
but soon made his way back to Kenyon where he 
worked as the defensive and recruiting coordinator for 
the 2010-2011 seasons.  
   “To be honest, when I interviewed [at Beloit], I hadn’t 
really heard much about the school,” said Dignazio. “I 
wasn’t really excited about the position until I got here, 
saw how beautiful the campus is, met the people here 
and discussed the plans that are in place.”
   Dignazio wants to take full advantage of the 
opportunities that a clean slate can provide. “As a new 
program, what the guys do on and off the field will be 
magnified. There’s no good or bad reputation going into 
it, they will have a chance to create that,” said Dignazio. 
“In terms of coaching, I want to put in place a structure 
for guys to succeed and I believe in holding players 
accountable. Off the field, I want to build a strong team 
culture, almost family-like.”
   Many of the lacrosse players on campus are getting 

anxious about the current plans for their season. 
   “I can’t wait to play in that beautiful stadium and have 
my skills critiqued by an experienced lacrosse coach,” 
said Will Kubetin’15. 
   Another lacrosse hopeful, Tom Szamocki’15 agrees: 
“I’m just excited to get back out there and compete at a 
high level with teams from across the country.”
   The addition of lacrosse may have been another 
hook for the college to install a turf field, but Dignazio 
believes that lacrosse will have many benefits to the 
Beloit community. “[Lacrosse] is going to be one of 
the college’s biggest rosters eventually and will attract 
a large number of male athletes,” said Dignazio. “It’s 
also a physical sport and will be exciting for students 
to watch.”
   The first season of men’s lacrosse will commence spring 
of 2013. Until then, the coaches will continue with the 
process of recruitment and general preparation for the 
season.

By Mark Coogan
SPORTS EDITOR

   It seems that the sporting world has entered the “Twilight Zone.” Sports have always been 
dominated by traditions and predictability.  But increasingly, sports have been entering a bizarre 
new realm, leaving fans and followers scratching their collective heads.
   If you haven’t seen the end of the boxing match between Floyd Mayweather and Victor Ortiz 
yet, you need to do some Internet searching, (it may be hard to find due to HBO blocking it on 
copyright claims). While bizarre endings are not anything new to boxing, this one still might be 
a first. After a head butt, a hug and kiss on the cheek, two quick punches to the face blindsided 
Ortiz and left him down for the count. It was an extremely abrupt and polarizing end to a fight 
that kept Mayweather undefeated and left many still searching for answers. 
   In Major League Baseball, Adam Dunn has been a model of consistency. Since 2004, Dunn 
has hit exactly 40 homeruns in every season but two in which he hit 38. He has driven between 
92 and 105 runs in each season and has walked between 101 and 122 times each season. However, 
as the weird sports year of 2011 comes to a close, Dunn has only 11 homeruns, 42 RBI, and just 
69 walks. Things have gotten so bad that his strikeout total, 168 at press time, is well above 
his batting average, just .164 at press time. While the high strikeout total is nothing new, the 
lack of production in every other offensive category has left White Sox fans feeling like they 
watched “Bizarro Adam Dunn” all year.
   Tradition has always reigned supreme in college football. But much of what was held to be 
sacred in college football has been turned on its head by a flurry of conference realignment. 
After a whirlwind year left the Big Ten with twelve teams and the Big Twelve with ten, Syracuse 
and Pitt, founding members of the Big East, have announced they are packing their bags and 
going to the ACC. Programs across the country have decided to put the almighty dollar ahead 
of the traditions of old, as we enter a new world of huge “super conferences,” devoid of the 
legacies and regalia that was once valued above all else.
   Perhaps all these bizarre events and changes will be good for sports like the forward pass and 
the three-point line were. Or perhaps they will fade into obscurity like the XFL and soccer.  
One thing is certain though; this is not the same sports world we were living in a year ago.

New LAX Coach Gears Up For Inaugural Season

Bucs on Campus This Weekend

Camilla Jackson, ‘14 and the 
women’s soccer team take on 
Ripon this Saturday at Strong 
Stadium.
PHOTO BY TERRY OWENS

Paranormal Sports Activity
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By Kelsey Rettke
CONTRIBUTOR

    “Holy apples, Batman!” This is really the only appropriate summation of what has 

come to be known as Apple Day. Being a first year, I was a bit puzzled as to what all 

the hype was about. Surely a day where dinner’s theme was apples, and where desserts 

abounded couldn’t be as great as everyone claimed. Exclamations could be heard from 

the lips of all returning students throughout the week; and when I asked what it was that 

had them so excited, they all replied with a simple, “Commons. Dinner. Wednesday. Go 

early.” 

     So I did. Needless to say, it was a smart decision! I arrived in Chapin at approximately 

4:35 p.m. and already there were people lined up at the gate, hoping for the workers to 

let them in early, and sure enough, as the gates were raised (not as early as everyone had 

hoped) people began jumping up and down and declaring they were “lucky to have gotten 

here so early!”

    Students raced straight to the dessert line, not even bothering to look at the entrees. 

Indeed, it was a sight! There were apple cheesecakes and apple pastries, flaky and full 

of yummy filling, caramel apples and pumpkin pies, apple cider donuts, fresh gigantic 

apple muffins, cream pies, chocolate cakes heavy with four different kinds of chocolate, 

raspberry cheesecakes covered in walnuts and topped with raspberry sauce, chocolate 

cheesecakes laced with 

peanut butter, apple 

pies, caramel 

cheesecakes, more 

desserts than I could 

have ever imagined. 

Directly behind the 

Fresco Grill where 

everything was set up, 

there sat trays and carts 

full of desserts, ready to 

replace a treat when it 

ran out. 

    We were only 

allowed two desserts! 

Complaints and 

grumbles could be heard, but they were immediately replaced with shouts of delight 

when hungry customers found that perfect slice of whatever, piling their plate with thick, 

tall slices of the various choices.

    The entire hall was filled by 5:30 p.m. Students came in and went straight for the 

desserts. Having satisfied their desire for sweets and picked a few apples from the 

numerous, fresh bushels of Gala, Jonathon, Golden Delicious, Granny Smith, and other 

types, people feasted on juicy pork loin topped with sliced, cooked apples, baked beans 

with apple bacon and potato pancakes with applesauce.

    Students showed their excitement for the annual apple event by coming early and 

staying late, wearing an Apples to Apples board game over their shirt, dressing as Eve, 

and — much to my surprise — breaking out into “Happy Apple Day” sung to the tune of 

“Happy Birthday.”

    All in all, the food was good, the people were excited, and the time was well spent. 

My first Apple Day was quite the experience, and, yes, now I truly understand the 

anticipation for such a day!

First comes love, then comes apples?

By Jeremy Cornelius

FEATURES EDITOR

Oxford comma: “Use commas to separate elements in a 

series, but do not put a comma before the conjunction in a 

simple series:”

Mary Keister works for the “Washington Post,” being 
miraculous, star-studded and a little AP-style addicted editor. 

Percent: “One word. It takes a singular verb when standing 

alone or when a singular word follows an of construction:”

Mary Keister said 100 percent of the Round Table copy has 
been edited!

“It takes a plural verb when a plural word follows an of 
construction:”

Mary Keister said 50 percent of the Round Table staff 
ordered pizza!

- Courtesy of AP Style Guide

AP stylin’ and profilin’

Glistening apples! 
PHOTO BY HANNAH WARREN

Sugary treats await hungry students
PHOTO BY KELSEY RETTKE
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By Sierra Anseeuw
CONTRIBUTOR

    Growing up in a small Midwestern town, I am 

intimately familiar with America’s reliance on our cars. 

We drive everywhere, and it is not always because 

we want to. This country is seriously lacking in good, 

functional public transportation. But the fact of the 

matter is, nothing is going to change unless we (the 
citizens of this country) demand a change. One way 
to start is to get our butts out of our cars, find other 
ways of getting around, and find ways to decrease our 
impact when we do have to drive.

    1. Bike: Don’t let last week’s chilly weather get you 

down. We’re likely to have a long, mild fall ahead of us. 

Take advantage of the beautiful weather and leisurely 

bike to your destination. Don’t have a bike? We have a 

bike share! Contact David Colin, colind@beloit.edu, to 

check about renting a bike this semester. If you want 

to get one for the long term, check out Craigslist.com 

for moderately priced used bikes. And if you’re feeling 

really enthusiastic about your new hobby, Paddle and 

Trail offers 10 percent off to Beloit College students, 
faculty and staff, and they often have some other great 
deals on equipment.

    2. Beloit Transit System: Not much of a cyclist? 

Beloit’s recently revamped public bus system can get 

you pretty much anywhere you need to go, and for 

less than the price of a beer. Schedules and maps can 

be found on the city of Beloit website, www.ci.beloit.

wi.us, and through the all-powerful Google. 
    3. Car pool: Sometimes we just don’t have any other 

option but to hop in a car to get where we need to go. 

But when that happens, fill the car up. It is so common 

to be at the store and run into three of my friends that 

all drove separately. So next time you need to drive 

somewhere, send a text to your friends and see if they 

need to go with you. 

    These are just a few ideas to get the ball rolling. So 

no more driving to the Hendricks Center, okay? Have 

more ideas? Send them to oec@lists.beloit.edu. 

Get around green

By Elizabeth Crea
FEATURES EDITOR

    The Wright Museum of Art is currently featuring a student curated exhibit 

entitled “Utopia, Dystopia and Imagined Worlds.” This exhibit is the result of 

a five day intensive exhibition workshop course in which students experienced 
research, hours of planning and the opportunity to introduce this artistic showcase 

to campus.  

    Working as a team during New Student Days, students Caitlin Besadny ’12, Emily 

Bianchi ’12, Carol Dooley ’13, Caitlin Hanno ’12 and Kei Ishii ’12 received a very real 

world experience as to how museums design and plan their exhibits. “I feel that a 

lot of museum studies classes are essentially job training courses, teaching you how 

to properly handle artifacts and whatnot. But this class was very experiential and 

hands on,” Ishii said.

    Collaborating with Joy Beckman, director of the Wright Museum of Art, 

and Craig Hadley, collections manager, the students were given three pieces 

in the Wright collection and the title of their future exhibit in order to lay the 

groundwork for their plan. The three original pieces that can be viewed in the 

gallery are “Adam and Eve” (Paul Marie Sibra, 1927), “Alternate Heaven” (James V. 
Lamb, 1990) and “Uprooted: Alien Nation” (Mark Kostabi, 1997). As for the art 
pieces in the gallery, Beckman said, “We gave the students potential options from 

our collection to include in the exhibit, but we also gave them the choice to find 
outside pieces. We purchased a few posters, but about 70 percent of art displayed in 
the gallery is from the Wright’s collection.”

    Using these guidelines, the rest was up to the students. Two days were dedicated 

to planning the layout, artwork and collection information, which included a trip to 

visit the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art and the James Watrous Gallery for 

inspiration. Another two full days were spent putting the exhibit together: framing, 

mounting, making labels, editing descriptions and more. “We had to coordinate 

spacing, where to put the wall, the overall flow of the exhibit… all five of us really 

put a lot of effort into this project,” said Ishii. In terms of planning and installation, 
he said, “It’s obviously on a much smaller scale compared to other art museums, but 

the whole experience of creating it was great.” 

     All of their hard work paid off; the student curators deem their exhibit a huge 
success. “The ultimate goal of the course was to see what it’s like to be a museum 

curator,” said Caitlin Hanno. “Usually how it works in museums is the director has 

control, the curators need to work around the pieces while following the director’s 

guidelines. That’s exactly what we did in the course; it was very integrated, very 
interdisciplinary.”

     According to the introductory description in the gallery written by the students, 

“The utopian genre has been a vehicle for conceptualizing new worlds… these 
imaginations are ways for us to realize our cultural fears and desires in preparation 

for worlds to come.” The gallery includes a variety of utopian, futuristic and bizarre 

pieces that will be sure to capture your imagination. Featured artwork includes 

Communist-era posters from the Soviet Union and China, aerial-view maps of 
Jerusalem and Barcelona, as well as imagined utopias from France and other 

cultures. Books suggested by the students that embody these themes include “The 

Giver”, “1984” and “Brave New World.”
    Ishii recommends paying particular attention to the section of the gallery with 

the Communist-era posters. While he says most of the exhibit focuses on the 
abstract, these posters “have a very real connection, it relates to our contemporary 

life.” 

    As for the course itself, Exhibition Workshop is offered to students of all majors 
and minors. This is the second year the course has been offered; last year’s exhibit 
theme was The History of Art History, and the theme for the upcoming Fall 2012 
semester is Representations of Time. The course will be offered every fall during 
New Student Days and is worth .25 credits.

    The “Utopia, Dystopia and Imagined Worlds” exhibit is featured in the South 

Gallery of the Wright Museum of Art and will be open through November 13. 

The museum is open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. every Tuesday through Sunday.

Utopia, Dystopia and Imagined Worlds
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By Ian Hedges

POLITICAL COLUMNIST

   Every week I write a column that satirizes America’s current political condition. With every column, I know I have written something that I would firmly stand by in 
any argument. Rarely do I write about America’s judicial system because not only is it not funny, but sometimes I think there is no firm interpretation of justice. 
   Like many Americans, I have struggled with supporting or opposing the death penalty. If I started opposing it someone would always ask me, “What if someone killed 
your father? Wouldn’t you want revenge?” I would then say they are right. I would want revenge. It becomes even harder when a crime is so heinous that it seems the only 
suitable punishment for that criminal is death. Then, the debate thickens when the hypothetical pops up: “Are we sure that the person being executed is guilty?” I have 
tried to grasp the ideals on both sides. It was only when the death penalty debate resurfaced earlier this month that I begin taking a firm and irreversible stance. 
   Recent polls show that more than 60 percent of Americans support the death penalty and only 20 percent oppose it.  Simultaneously, politicians who support the death 
penalty have increased and have used it as a way to boost their image.  These politicians hardly ever consider the flaws or irregularities under which some are sentenced to 
such a brutal punishment. 
   One of the biggest concerns about the death penalty is that death penalty sentences are clearly given with racial biases. A 2007 University of Pittsburgh study tested the 
opinions on the death penalty of whites and blacks and how often they would favor the death penalty. White respondents were less likely to identify racial bias in death 
sentences, and were actually more inclined to support the death penalty upon learning that it discriminated against blacks. 
   Furthermore, more than half of the 3,300 death row inmates nationwide are non-white, and 42 percent of them are black. A federal penal system review found that 
80 percent of the cases submitted for consideration of the death penalty involved defendants of color, even though only half of the defendants are non-white. The most 
recent case in which a combination of poor legal judgment and racial bias were present is Troy Davis, who was executed at 11 p.m. this past Wednesday. 
   In 1991, Troy Davis was convicted and sentenced to death in Georgia for shooting an off-duty police officer. Davis’ attorneys appealed the decision because Davis was 
convicted without any physical evidence and 7 out of 9 witnesses had recanted or contradicted their statements to police. After further investigation, Davis’ attorneys 
found out that several of the witnesses had their statements coerced by police. Even though a former FBI director stated there was insurmountable evidence to suggest 
that Davis was innocent, Georgia authorities continued with Davis’ execution on Wednesday. 
   Cases like this are the reason why the death penalty should be put under scrutiny. Many analysts have predicted that the end of the death penalty will come at a time in 
which it is too expensive to sustain the system because death penalty appeals and prosecution cost two times more than other criminal cases. But cost is not the problem; 
the real issue at hand is that the United States is one of the last industrialized countries to still have the death penalty. The death penalty is a punishment mostly used 
against the most marginalized populations in society, and our country is better than that. It is barbaric— and Troy Davis’ case is a mistrial in America’s judicial system.

By Kyle Dallman

CONTRIBUTOR

          I’ve had my ups and downs with the man I so feverishly campaigned and voted for in 2008, Barack Obama.  For much of 2011, Obama shied away from taking 
a strong, executive position. Instead, he played the role of a hostage negotiator to divisive battles in the House and Senate – namely, over the debt ceiling debate, so 
outrageously politicized by House republicans this summer as to throw the nation’s credit rating and prestige down a notch.  
    This Monday, however, Obama finally took a stand, speaking with the firm voice and sensible reasoning that had given me so much hope in the past.  Obama 
announced $1.5 trillion in new taxes, predominantly hitting upper income earners and large corporations, both previously shielded from high tax rates by republican 
lawmakers and Bush-era tax cuts.  
    Obama’s tax increase coincides with a deficit reduction package of $3 trillion, including Medicare, Medicaid and other welfare spending cuts and the withdrawal 
of troops from Afghanistan and Iraq, thus scaling back the defense budget.  The equivalent of dropping the mic and walking away after a rap battle, Obama reversed his 
previously conciliatory and appeasing manner this week, finally laying down the power of the executive office over the hamstrung and deadlocked Congress.  
    Hopefully, this is first of more strong steps taken to reduce our enormous debt and insatiable appetite for more.  “This is not class warfare.  It’s math,” said 
Obama in the Rose Garden speech.  #bossmoves.       

POLZ without LOLZ:

The death penalty: a stain on American justice

Obama Mic-Drops Congress
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By Joy Belamairch
SEX COLUMNIST

Joy: “What about, “Hey! What are your 

plans for today?”

Joy’s Friend: “That’s too specific.”
Joy: “Ok. How about “Watsup.”

Joy’s Friend: “But with a question 
mark.
Joy: “Okay. Watsup?”

Joy’s Friend: “Nah. That’s too vague.”
Joy: “I got it. “Hey you.  How goes it?”

Joys Friend: “Oh! No, I got it. “Hey 

you! How you feelin’?”

Joy: “Or, “Do you feel as good as you 

look?”

Joy’s Friend: “But you don’t know 
how they’re looking.”
Joy: “True. Probably pretty shitty, 
actually…what about, hey poop face.”
Joy’s Friend: “Yeah. That’s light 
hearted, but fun.”
Joy: “Okay I’m gonna send it.”

   Close your eyes for a second and think back to junior high, when you had a crush on 
your chemistry partner.  One day, you brushed elbows, and it sent shivers down your 
spine.  You had to go to the bathroom to collect yourself.  Remember? When you came 
back, they had written their number on the corner of your notebook with a sloppy 
little heart.  You spent the rest of the period with your eyes glued to the teacher, your 
face beet red.  
   Later that day, you practically ran home, and when your mom asked you where 
the hell you were taking the kitchen phone you squeaked “My room!” Your palms 
were sweating as you dialed the number.  A woman answered with a motherly sing-
song voice.  “Helloo?” You tried not to choke on your own awkwardness as you said, 
“Hi, is Sam(antha) there?”  And so began your toxic, heart-wrenching eight-day-long 
relationship.  
   Ten years later, and you’re lying in bed one Sunday afternoon with a dull headache, 
staring at your cell phone.  The night before was great.  You kissed your crush on Clary 
Street under a big tree dripping from rain and rounded home base against a brick wall 
in Bushnell.  But now what.  Chances are, you’re going to run into that person in .5 
seconds when you go to brunch or the library.  After all, this is Beloit.  
   The wait-three-days-rule doesn’t apply here because it can’t.  You’ll go two hours 
and bump into the person in your towel and flip-flops waddling down the hall.  So, 
instead of an awkward first encounter, you decide to text them.  Worst-case scenario, 
they don’t answer, and the next day they ignore you at Java Joint.  But who knows.  
They could have dropped their phone down the toilet while they were playing Snake.  
Bottom line is, what would our twelve-year-old selves think? (Besides being really 
proud that you had sex against a brick wall. Woah.)  I think they’d say, “Dude, like, 
go for it.”  Let your palms sweat a little.  Call them poop face, and see what they do.  
What have you got to lose? 

By Beloit Solidarity 

   Beloit College’s food service is unique in that it is self-operated. This 
system, where students and community members work together, has 
created invaluable relationships. As a school that celebrates diversity, 
independence, and creativity, we should embrace and take pride in this 
difference.   
   We are aware that a Food Task Force has been assigned to begin 
dialogue to reevaluate our food system in order to “[align our] food 
service programs at Beloit College with student, family, and community 
expectations.” In response to this open invitation for dialogue, we would 
like to offer some of our expectations and concerns.  
   Our college mission statement calls for “public contribution in a 
diverse society… the integration of knowledge with experience, and close 
collaboration among peers, professors, and staff.”  These tenets extend 
beyond the classroom and any potential change to our food service should 
reflect them.  
      

While we recognize that there is a desire within the student body 
for more sustainable and ethical food, we firmly believe that our first 
responsibility is to our community. We must hold ourselves accountable to 
the people who prepare the food that we eat every day.  
   Beloit College stresses overcoming the “Beloit Bubble” to create 
connections with local community. Though frequently overlooked, our 
food service staff is among the strongest ties we have with the community.  
The full time staff of Beloit College’s food service has become a support 
system for many students on campus. Jeopardizing the livelihoods of staff 
members and their families is unacceptable. If changes are to occur within 
our food service, we expect that the job security of current workers will 
be Beloit College’s top priority. 
   While we are fully supportive of expanding and improving Beloit’s 
food to be more sustainable and ethical, that progress cannot be done 
at the expense of our workers. If job security is not guaranteed, we will 
continue to actively stand with our staff who have been a vital part of our 
community for so many years.
Signed, 
Beloit Solidarity
Beloit Solidarity is an autonomous organization founded in Spring 2011 in response 

to state and worldwide social movements. We exist to provide students a voice to 

approach issues of social justice and to build community.  For more information, 

please contact beloitsolidarity@gmail.com.

An open letter to President 
Bierman and the Food Task ForceThe Joy of… Textpectations

If changes are to occur within our 
food service, we expect that the job 
security of current workers will be 

Beloit College’s top priority.

“

”

Beloit’s Resident Sex Columnist awaits her next 
text.
PHOTO BY HANNAH WARREN.
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By Henry Greenfield

CONTRIBUTOR   

 
   On Wednesday September 21, 2011, in the atrium of 
the Wright Museum, the English Department hosted 
a faculty reading. Chuck Lewis, professor of English 
and chair of the writing program, Christi Clancy, 
visiting professor of English and writing and Shawn 
Gillen, professor of English and chair of the journalism 
program, shared their creative writing with students 
and fellow faculty. Their pieces were a lot like Beloit: 
simultaneously local and international, quirky but 
levelheaded.           
    Take Chuck Lewis’s piece for example. It opens with 
a girl shopping for Barbies in Wal-Mart. Could he have 
picked a more quintessentially Midwestern scene? But 
the girl is strange. She wants a Taliban Barbie. A Wal-
Mart employee tells her that Islamic fundamentalism 
isn’t a good look for Barbie. Barbie can be anything 
she wants, he says, motioning towards the wall of 
dolls, marveling at the choices provided by American 
consumer culture, but ironically forgetting that an 
eternity spent as a plastic blonde with big boobs and a 
tiny waist isn’t much of a choice.
    Lewis isn’t cynical, though. He appreciates that Wal-
mart and Barbies are our culture, for better or worse. 
Later, when the Wal-Mart employee is watching CNN, 

he notices that the CNN graphic has changed. He 
thinks of his dead wife and wonders what she would 
think of the new graphic. Presumably she liked the old 
one. Whatever your opinion of cable news, it is our 
culture. We were raised on it, along with Barbies and 
Walmart. Nostalgia for the old CNN graphic is real.
   Christi Clancy’s short story also takes inspiration 
from American consumer culture. Set in the suburbs, 
Clancy’s metaphors come from aisle nine instead of 
pristine visions of nature. For Clancy, one doesn’t smell 
like a rose, one smells like Channel No. 5. In her story, 
the divorced father drops his kids off at their mother’s 
house like someone “at the drop off bin at Blockbuster.” 
The father’s girlfriend compares getting a man to buying 
a house.
    But commodities aren’t only used as metaphors. They 
have emotional weight too. When the daughter puts 
her face in her father’s pillow, she is almost brought to 
tears by the smell of Axe because it reminds her of her 
father.
    Although the setting is local – think Anytown, U.S. – 
Clancy shifts perspectives to widen her lens. And at the 
end of the piece, that lens becomes international when 
a teen age boy with a video camera records the stories 
climax, wondering how many views he’ll get in Japan if 
he posts the video on YouTube.

 We are presented with a picture both local and 
international. This is America in 2011. In Clancy’s 
story, the mother routinely goes to a friend’s house for 
margaritas, tacos and reality TV And why shouldn’t 
she. What’s more American then margaritas, tacos and 
reality TV?
   If Lewis and Clancy describe America today, Shawn 
Gillen describes it as it once was. He read from the 
historical novel he is currently working on, about 
the Our Lady of The Angles school fire. Set in 1950s 
Chicago, Gillen describes a very different city then 
the one we know today. Neighborhoods that are now 
predominantly black were Irish and Italian. For the 
Italian heroine, a German might as well be from Mars.
   She embodies the same deep history her city has 
inherited. She wears her grandmother’s clothing, which 
came all the way from Italy. She plays with rosary beads, 
a religious tradition.
    Her love interest seems to represent the naiveté of 
the 1950s. Before going off to war they lie next to one 
anther in bed. His nakedness makes him seem vulnerable 
and fragile to her. When he returns, he doesn’t seem so 
delicate. She wonders if she could still make him cry.
    All three pieces describe who we are as people, as 
Americans and as Beloit students. They describe where 
we are going and where we have been.

By Sam Holte

CONTRIBUTOR

   The documentary film, “Mikhail Gorbachev, Confidential” will make its worldwide debut on the Beloit campus this 
Monday, September 26, in the Wilson Theater.  The event is free and the doors open at 6:30.  The Modern Languages 
and Literature department is sponsoring this event.  
   Donna Oliver, professor of Russian language and literature, and one the organizers of the event, says, “We’re really 
excited not only to host the premiere of this film, but also to have the filmmaker, Gulya Mirzoeva, participate as well. 
Gulya’s documentary is unique in that Gorbachev himself provided interviews for the film, so it promises a personal 
perspective that you don’t always get to see.”  
   The film focuses on the life of Mikhail Gorbachev and his experience holding the reins of power in the USSR during 
the late ‘80s until the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.  Gorbachev received the Nobel Peace prize in 1990 for 
his role in peace talks changing the relationship between Eastern and Western countries, namely the USSR and the 
United States.  Mirzoeva was given exceptional access to Gorbachev and reveals several in-depth interviews in which 
we hear about his beginnings in the Communist Youth League, his entrance into the Communist Party in the early 
‘50s, and his rise in the party, from secretary of a regional committee to president of the USSR in 1989.  
    The director, Gulya Mirzoeva is a native of Tajikstan and began making documentaries in 1989. Her prior work 
includes a range of documentary shorts, full-length documentaries and TV documentaries.
    The film will be a wonderful and interesting experience for those interested in history, international relations, 
filmmaking and journalism, as well as a variety of other disciplines.
   After the screening, Mirzoeva will be available for a question and answer session with the audience.  The film will 
premiere in Russia in November.  

By Nathaniel Fann

COLUMNIST

   In honor of a distinguished alum and close 
friend, this week’s new nummy num is a tribute 
to Sidar Sahin ‘11. Congratulations on the 
engagement.

Sidar’s Turkish Delight:
 — Acquire (2) slices of pita from Slicer’s Deli 

- toast
— Slather both slices with an ample spread of 

cream cheese
— Top with "red" jelly and enjoy!

Addendum to last week’s edition: Miriam 
Guzman ‘15 suggests graham crackers for the 
Open Faced Baby Elvis.

Next week: Bert Connelly’s ‘13 never-before-
tried-but-offered-at-Denny’s-with-a-burger-on-it 

grilled Mac ‘n Cheese sandwich.

Nate’s new nummy-nums Beloit is the center of civilization 
(Бeлойт--центр цивилизации)

Beloit Americana: Faculty Fiction Reading
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bushel 

& peck’sBy Shane P. Donnelly and Joey Long
CONTRIBUTORS

We recently had the wonderful joy of exchanging e-mails with 
ultramark, one-third of Stepdad, the band who is playing at 
C-Haus this Saturday night. They played here last year, and it 
was amazing, and this year will be even better if YOU go.

Round Table: This isn’t the first time you’ve played at Beloit. 
How did last year’s show get set up and what made you want 
to come back this semester?
Ultramark: The first show was the result of an email we 
received from Phi Psi. They asked and they received. The show 
was so absolutely bonkers (amazing, amazing party) that we 
decided the next time anyone said the word “Beloit” we’d hop 
in the car and be on the way immediately.
RT: Your first EP, “Ordinaire,” was released last summer. 
What has the band learned over the course of a year, and has 
it changed how you approach being a band compared to when 
you first started?
UM: I think we’ve become more intuitive. It’s easier to tell 
sooner when we deal with incompetent promoters or get a 
worthless offer. It’s a learning process just like anything else 
you get involved with, you just have to learn from experience. 
I’m sure with each level of our career, we’re going to have to 
repeat it all and get used to another list of processes.  
RT: Is the approach you’re taking to writing your debut 
LP, “Wildlife Pop,” different than how you wrote your EP? 
How has adding a third member changed the dynamics of your 
live performances and songwriting?
UM: The approach to writing was basically the same. Just 
Ryan and I, ultramark, sitting in front of our respective 

computers for hours and hours and hours at a time every day. 
The live performance definitely has a lot more energy since 
we’ve added a third member, but the songwriting process is 
about the same. 
RT: Which records, old or new, are you guys spinning the 
most right now? What new bands are you really digging in 
Chicago?
UM: Right now I’m listening to a lot of “My <3” by Chrome 
Sparks, “You Are All I See” by Active Child, “The Age of Plastic” 
by The Buggles, and a lot of Tera Melos, tUnE-yArDs, Reptar, 
Alexis, They Might Be Giants, and De La Montaña. Haven’t 
been paying much attention to the Chicago scene, to be honest. 
Detroit is killing it right now, though. Phantasmagoria, Power, 
and Nightlife are the only bands you need to know about right 
now.
RT: If Stepdad could put on a concert anywhere in the world, 
where would it be? Who else would you play with?
UM: Stepdad, Alexis, and Nightlife live at Budokan.
RT: What’s the weirdest thing that has happened to each of 
you on tour? 
UM: Getting arrested in Merrill, MI. Fitz and the Tantrums 
coming over to our house for a party once. Being given pens 
made out of bullet casings by an older gentleman in Nashville.  
RT: What are the top 3 things on Stepdad’s Bucket List as a 
band?
UM: Ryan and I are very interested in film scoring. I still 
have dreams of a performance on a televised award show for 
some reason. It doesn’t mean what it used to, but since seeing 
Beck perform on the Grammys in the ‘90s the idea just sort of 
planted itself inside of my head. Doing mushrooms with Justin 
Bieber. 

This ain’t yer daddy’s Stepdad: 

An Interview

“Smoke Shop guy was acting from duty.”

-Matt Tedesco

“Christian Laettner is a dick.” – Carey Pieratt-Seeley

“It sort of assumes that everyone is talented and, I don’t 

know, I saw “Twins” and there was a Danny DeVito 

character.”

-Matt Tedesco

“Whose dick did she have to suck to get in the 

department?”  - Carey Pieratt-Seeley

“Your reign of terror is over you cookie baking b*tch!” 

– Tamara Ketabgian

“It’s better to be the f*cker than the f*cked, that’ the 

important thing.” – Tamara Ketabgian

“The emphasis is on the *ss.” – Tamara Ketabgian

“They spend half their class period blowing…” 

– Mark Klassen

“Is Governor Perry genuinely interested in 11-year old 

girls?” – Micho Gravis

“I don’t feel like the character does enough wrong. I know he 

has sex with his friend’s girlfriend, but you know . . .”  

— Chris Fink 

“Let’s take a look at the transforming cock.” 

– Rebecca Stafford

“I am a terrible influence. Later we’re going to discuss 
how to do heroin.” – Rebecca Stafford

“Well that’s great but its methodologically screwing you 

up.” – Larry White

“Those drunk art students are the worst.” – Larry White

“His eyes are shining like they do when you do cocaine.” 

– Cynthia McCown

“King Fred is probably pooping on the floor right now.” 
- Greg Buchanan

“In twelve months I’m going to be a citizen. Then I’m 

going to quit my job and go on welfare.” - Greg Buchanan

“There is always an opportunity to beat a child.” 

- Greg Buchanan

Sunday 5 to 8pm, 

Students take 20% 

off all menu items 

and 10% off all 

store purchases.

Black Angus Beef 

or Veggie Chili Mac 

for 6 bucks.

Friday 5 to 7PM Fall 

Happy Hour for the 

over 21 crowd, half 

price Beer & Wine 

in house.

(under 21 always 

welcome, but 

no beer or wine 

please)

Bushel & Peck’s Local 
Market

Food You Love From 
People You Know

O
O
C
P
Q



Monday, October 3

7:30‐9:30 p.m.

Richardson Auditorium
btyb: RA Anna Osornio

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

9am-
12am

2pm

3pm

4pm

5pm

6pm

7pm

8pm

9pm

10pm

11pm

12am

Nathan Reveley

Dana Wierzbicki

Marlee Leebrick-
Stryker

Allison Winter

Brooke Kahl

Janice Geis

Elizabeth Crea

Tom Szacmocki & 
Nathan Brault

Maura Porter

Francesco Alfano

Phillip Thomas

Karin Carlson

Sarah Bouton

Bethany Kosmicki

Jory-Carlin & Lily 
Philpott

Bailey Davis

Lena Barkin

Lena Barkin

Shane Donnelly

Martin Campbell

Rachel Bond

Anna Director

Sydney Vize

Harley (Mengde 
Liu)

Sam Becker

Sam Becker

Steven Bernini

Adam Nicholas

Adam Nicholas

Lexi Hernandez

Bebe Santa-Wood

Collin McShane

Lily Philpott

Hugo Alvarez & 
Keaton Guthrie-
Goss
Seb Peltekian & Xenofon Kontouris

Jeremy Cornelius 
& Steven Jackson
John Jorgenson

Joseph Gruber

Melissa Apland & 
Rachel Bond  

Emily Wells

Tim Lawrence

Tanner Wolding

Anthony Bostler, 
Quinn Crawford, 
& Patrick Firme
Megan O’Doherty 
& Emma Ammirati
Gus Voorhees

Adam Nicholas, Allen 
Perlin & Hugh Smith

Louie Bruneau & Leo 
Brochu

Jeremy Cornelius

Miro Frankzerda & 
Joe Caldwell

David Nims

David Nims

Louie Bruneau &  
Jack Dragu

Louie Bruneau

Patrick Cook

Sister Brenda

Oliver Wyckoff

Tess Childress

Rachel McCarty & 
Tess Childress

Hugh Berglind

David Feldman

Emma Olson

Brittany Leonard & 
Griselle Quinones

Nick Mischler

WBCR FALL 2011 
PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
for more show details, visit www.beloit.edu/wbcr

Peace & Justice House 

Saturday, Sept. 24, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

A community gathering to give and receive usable items, skills, 
food, ideas, sounds, talents, stories, etc. Come give and take, 

attend a workshop, or check out a performance. 


