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The Round Table meets every 
Monday at 9:00 p.m. in the 
Maurer Link. Come hang out, 
share ideas, and give us some 

sugar.

CONTACT

MISSION STATEMENT

The Round Table provides a balanced, 

accurate news source for the Beloit College 

community. It is an outlet for creative 

minds that take the news seriously. We will 

sink our teeth into the meat of journalistic 

excellence with a lupine ferocity.
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Corrections

Okay, here’s what happened: last week we spelled Michele Bachmann’s name wrong. Sasha Debevec-
McKenney mispelled her own email address. We got our own meeting time wrong; it’s actually 9 p.m. 
Lil’Wayne never wore a Yankee’s chain, yo. 

Beloit Ladies of Yore work on their marksmanship. IMAGE COURTESY OF BELOIT COLLEGE ARCHIVES



news...

2VOLUME 201    ISSUE 2  SEPTEMBER 16, 2011

By Mary Ghitelman
CONTRIBUTOR

  Beloit Student Congress 

met for its second 

session of the semester 

to educate members on 

BSC and hold elections.

   In announcements 

at the beginning of the 

meeting, congratulations 

were awarded to Kyle 

Schwab’13 and Director 

of Student Activities 

Jennie Hartzheim for their work 

in organizing the Folk ‘n’ Blues 

weekend.  

   The first half of the BSC meeting 
focused on educating new and 

returning BSC representatives on 

how BSC works.  The $115 activity 
fee charged to students goes into 

the BSC fund.  BSC is in charge of 

this money, clubs and events on 

campus.

   The second half of BSC focused 

on elections.  New members were 

elected to committees, including 

the student policy board and the 

election committee, among others.

   BSC will meet again next 

Monday. 

By Beth Hanson
NEWS EDITOR

   There’s a new co-op on campus this semester, 
catering to vegans.  
   Rachel McCarty’14 started organizing the 
vegan co-op last spring through talks with Clara 
Baker’13, a member of the slow food co-op.  “I 
was really interested in that co-op,” McCarty 
said.  Baker suggested that McCarty start a co-
op catering to vegans since the slow food co-op 
serves vegetarian food.
   The slow food co-op provided assistance to 
McCarty and the vegan co-op researching how 
to start it up, but now the vegan co-op stands on 
its own feet.
   Cooking vegan has proved cost-efficient for the 

co-op.  The eight members have each chipped in 
$75 so far.  The co-op made a deal with Scotch 
Hill Farm in Broadhead, Wis. in which they 
work on the farm and, in return, receive free 
vegetables.  Co-op members take turns visiting 
the farm, which is roughly a half hour drive from 
Beloit.  
   “It’s really nice to have a home-cooked meal.  
Commons does a good job at accommodating 
vegans, but it’s not the same as cooking for 
yourself,” McCarty said.
   Though the co-op cooks strictly vegan food, not 
all members are vegan.  Non-vegan members 
have interests in eating vegan more often as well 
as learning how to cook.
   The vegan co-op eats dinner together Monday 
through Friday, alternating in shifts of two 

cooks.  The Interfaith House is the primary host 
of the vegan co-op, providing storage and venue 
for the Monday through Thursday meals.  Due 
to a Hillel meeting in the Interfaith House on 
Fridays, the vegan co-op uses the Japan House.
   “Ideally, we might need to find a bigger space,” 
McCarty said.  The co-op currently dines outside, 
but McCarty expressed concern about what the 
co-op will do when winter arrives.  McCarty 
would also like to expand the co-op, but a bigger 
space would need to be found in order for that 
to happen.
   Those interested in vegan dining can check out 
the co-op’s blog on http://beloitvegandining.
wordpress.com, where they post about their 
meals as well as information related to the co-op 
and vegan dining in general.

New Co-op 
Caters to Vegans

The vegan co-op enjoys a meal in the Interfaith living room.  Left to right:  Ray Campos’12, Susie 
Smela’12, Marlee Leebrick-Stryker’13, Julia Blatchford’13, Marian Whitaker’14, Patrick Firme’13, 
Lauren Jankowski’12, Rachel McCarty’14.
PHOTO BY BETH HANSON

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

BSC Report:  
A Quick Recap
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By Emily James and Jennifer Johnson
CONTRIBUTORS

   Despite much talk of drastic change, Beloit 
College’s marijuana policy will remain the same 
this school year. 
   “What we’re doing is changing 
our approach to the policy, not 
the policy itself,” Associate Dean 
of Students John Winkelmann 
said. 
   According to Winkelmann, 
proper disciplinary action was 
not taken when students were 
found using marijuana. The 
policy states that, “Involvement 
in the illegal possession, use, 
or sharing of any illicit drug, 
including cannabis (marijuana, 
hashish)…is an offense that is 
subject to disciplinary penalties 
ranging from warning/counseling 
to suspension or expulsion.” 
   In the past, Winkelmann found 
that students were issued multiple warnings rather 
than taking more affirmative and decisive steps.  
   “This time we’re going to follow what’s written 
a little more closely in an effort to make changes,” 
he said. However, the initial course of action 
taken will not be altered in the near future. 

   “Our normal approach is if you get caught the 
first time we’re going to have a conversation,” 
Winkelmann said. 
   However, student reactions to the tightening of 
long-accepted rules have been mixed.

    “I feel that yes, they’re 
being a lot more strict on 
the drug policy this year 
because they’re focusing 
on the image of the 
school. The aspect that I 
don’t think is fair is that 
you go from such a small 
reprimand to such a large 
punishment,” Jennifer 
Gilbertson’12 said.   
   Aleks Pavlovic’15 said, 
“I think that instead of 
there being a marijuana 
policy there should be 
a marijuana philosophy, 
much like the drinking 
policy. I think that instead 

of trying to stop [marijuana 
use] they should be trying to control it, because 
it’s not going to stop.” 
   Administrators found that in recent years the 
number of students caught smoking marijuana 
went up significantly on Beloit College campus.

Marijuana Policy to Stay the Same

By Ariana Anderson
CONTRIBUTOR

   Campus employment not only provides students 
with financial assistance, but can also be a valuable 
aspect of their education. In fact, Vice President 
for Enrollment Nancy Benedict sees it as another 
opportunity to enact Beloit’s “liberal arts in practice” 
philosophy by providing students with valuable 
experiences to prepare them for future employment.  
   To better make this a reality, Beloit has revamped 
its student employment program. The old ‘program’ 
was around, “probably forever,” Benedict said. 
“At least for the last 10 years that I’ve been here.”  
   There was no consistent pay scale in place, and 
there lacked any sort of uniformity, with all of the 

departments operating independently of one another.   
      In July 2009, when federal minimum wage was raised 
to $7.25, departments had to figure out how to manage 
their budgets with the increased costs. This resulted 
in fewer students being hired, yet there were as many 
students as ever in need of jobs. The situation brought 
the flaws of the system to light, and, in response, 
Human Resources put together a committee with 
representatives from various departments to create 
a new, uniform, equitable and transparent system 
across campus that has been implemented this fall. 
   The college’s website will feature an inventory of 
all campus job titles along with their descriptions and 
availability, greatly simplifying the process of seeking 
campus employment. This will hopefully result in 
fewer students struggling to find work, and, according 

to Benedict, there has already been improvement, 
with almost half as many students currently 
searching for jobs as there were at this time last year. 
   All jobs have been placed into one of three 
categories, with each position being paid accordingly, 
so that there are only three pay rates. The categories 
have been determined based on the skills, knowledge 
and responsibilities required of the position.  
   Currently, jobs with no prerequisites are paid $7.25 
per hour.  These are the jobs to which students are 
tentatively assigned when they arrive on campus with 
work as a part of their financial aid package. Positions 
with some required skills and knowledge are paid $7.50 
per hour.  The paraprofessional positions with more 
responsibilities and skills will receive $7.75 per hour.  

Beloit Revamps Student Employment Program’s Pay Scale 
 

By Beth 
Hanson 
and Anna 
Holmquist
NEWS EDITORS

 —  Netflix, Inc. 
has lowered its 
t h i r d - q u a r t e r 
subscriber forecast 
by a 1 million, from 25 
million predicted subscribers to 24 million. They also expect 
to have many more subscribers choosing the streaming 
option than the DVD-only package. Netflix’s shares have 
fallen almost 40 percent since the price hike.

— NASA astronomers have discovered a new planet that 
is orbiting two stars at once, making it the first recognized 
planet with two suns. Its official name is Kepler 16b, but 
it’s being fondly referred to as Tatooine, Anakin Skywalker’s 
double-sunned home planet in Star Wars.

— Australian passports will now allow a third gender option.  
Transgender people and people of ambiguous sex can now 
have their passport list ‘X’ under gender.  Australian senator 
Louise Pratt, whose partner was born female and is now 
identified male, called the reform a “huge step forward.”

— A calico cat named Willow who was lost in Boulder, Colo. 
five years ago has been returned to her owners.  Willow 
was found living in New York City.  The cat was positively 
identified because of a microchip that was implanted in 
Willow as a kitten.  Her owners had long ago given up hope 

of finding her and assumed that coyotes ate her.

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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By Ben Seibert
CONTRIBUTOR

   The Beloit College Buccaneers football team will play their first home 
game of the season this Saturday at 6 p.m. against the Carroll Pioneers. The 

game will be the first played on the recently renovated Karris Field at Strong 
Stadium, which features a turf surface with a Beloit “B” at centerfield. The 
new facilities will be used by the football, track and lacrosse teams here at 

Beloit. A new scoreboard was also installed and will be up and running for 

the game. 

   A tailgate event for the campus community starts at 4 p.m. on one side 
of Strong Stadium. There will also be a tent for those who helped to fund 

the field renovation. President Scott Bierman will be giving a thank you 
speech to the donors who made the addition possible. Special programs 

commemorating the field will also be handed out to those in attendance. 
The construction crew will begin laying the track on Monday, with hopes 

that it will be finished before the Homecoming game against Grinnell 
College on Oct. 1. 

   The Buccaneers are looking to rebound after losing their first two games 
of the season on the road. “We are really grateful for all the work that has 

gone into this wonderful facility,” said wide receiver Kenny Andejeski ‘12. 
“We are really excited to share this night with the Beloit community.”

Ultimate Fantasy Recap
By Mark Coogan
SPORTS EDITOR

    Last week, Bert Connelly and I held a fantasy fantasy draft to assemble two 

teams made up of the best baseball players in movie history. We then asked you 
as the reader to tell us whose team was better. After one week, all nine votes have 
been tallied and I am proud to say that my team, “Sammy Sosa’s Corked Bat,” has 

prevailed. Thanks to all who voted and better luck next time, Bert.

NFL PICKS
By Mark Coogan
SPORTS EDITOR

   Last week’s picks didn’t go so well, as I 

only picked eight of fifteen winners. But as 
NFL coaches always say, the most important 
adjustment a team can make is from week one 
to week two. With that in mind, here are your 

week two winners.

Kansas City at Detroit
A bad secondary just got worse with the 
loss of Eric Berry. Matt Stafford and Calvin 
Johnson have another big day and the Lions 
win, 27-13.

Tampa Bay at Minnesota
The NFC North went 3-0 against the NFC 
South last weekend. That changes this week 

as Donovan McNabb once again proves that 
he should no longer be an NFL quarterback. 
Tampa wins 21-13.

Chicago at New Orleans
The Bears fan in me wants to start drinking 

the Kool-Aid after their big win last weekend, 
but Drew Brees scares me. Jay Cutler has 

another big day, but it’s not enough. Saints 

win 31-24. 

Seattle at Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh bounces back after an embarrassing 

loss last week. Look for the Steelers defense 

to play fast and mean and for the offense to 
run up the score. Steelers win 33-6.

Arizona at Washington
Larry Fitzgerald is going to be a happy guy as 
long as Kevin Kolb keeps throwing the ball as 
well as he has been. Plus, Washington kinda 

sucks. Arizona wins 24-10.

Green Bay at Carolina
As a Bears fan, it’s difficult for me to say this, 

but there aren’t many, if any, teams that can 

football the way Green Bay footballs. Packers 
win big, 31-14. 

San Diego at New England
In a match up of two of week one’s best 

passers, I expect Tom Brady to stay hot and 

Phillip Rivers to have an average performance. 
Pats win a close one, 21-17.

Houston at Miami
Miami doesn’t have much time to lick its 
wounds after giving up 517 yards through 
the air last week. It will be more of the same 

in South Beach as Matt Schaub and Andre 

Johnson gash the Dolphins once again. 

Houston wins 31-16.

Cincinnati at Denver
Denver has a three-headed monster of $h!tty 
quarterbacks in Kyle Orton, Brady Quinn and 
Tim Tebow. No matter which guy wins the 

job, the Broncos still lose the game. Bengals 
win 19-13.

Philadelphia at Atlanta
Michael Vick heads back to Atlanta for the 

second time in an Eagles jersey and will 
probably receive a warmer welcome than 
many Falcons players. Matt Ryan struggled 
against the Bears last weekend and is now 

facing an even better secondary. Philly wins 
31-17.

St. Louis at NY Giants
Sam Bradford still needs a signature win 

to prove that he can be one of the elite 
quarterbacks in this league. I think he gets it 
in the Meadowlands on Monday night. Rams 

win 27-17.

Sure Bets
Baltimore 24 at Tennessee 7
Cleveland 24 at Colts 10
Oakland 13 at Buffalo  29
Dallas 24 at San Francisco 16
Jacksonville 13 ar Jets 23

Bucs on Campus this Week:
Saturday @ 6 pm- Football vs. Carroll

Tuesday @ 4:30 pm - Men’s Soccer vs. Illinois Wesleyan
Tuesday @ 7 pm- Volleyball vs. Grinnell

Wednesday @ 4 pm- Women’s Tennis vs. Carroll

Brian Maughn ‘12 and 
the Buccaneers open 
Karris Field at Strong 
Stadium Saturday at 
6 PM.
PHOTO BY 
MARIA KAHL

Buccaneers to debut new 
field Saturday
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By Yunuen Rodriguez
CONTRIBUTOR

 
    For a long time, I had been craving to see, feel 
and partake in significantly shifting our nation’s 
policy agenda. I had been wanting to shed light on 
social inequality in order to bring about policy that 
would bring to disadvantaged groups. This summer, 
I got nothing less.  Thanks to the generosity of the 
Office of International Education, the Liberal Arts in 
Practice Center and the support of Dean Ann Davies 
and professor Georgia Duerst-Lahti, I was fortunate 
enough to engage in producing “real science” alongside 
Maurice P. During, professor of demographic studies 
and professor of sociology and public affairs alongside 
Marta Tienda at Princeton University. I helped her lay 
the ground work for her new research and upcoming 
presentation on “broadening the pipelines” to higher 
education for underrepresented groups. She will 
present this research at the end of the year to graduate 
school deans from around the country as a part of the 
Council of Graduate studies. 
     As someone with a sociological imagination 
and a fervor to make opportunities available for 
disadvantaged communities, I was becoming 
disillusioned to learn that historically, very few 
sociologists have played an influential role in 
shaping federal policy, and the ones who have, have 
caused tremendous damage to Black and Brown 
communities, such as Daniel Moynihan. Interning 
with Professor Tienda was just the uplift I needed to 
see that sociologists can, and do, play an influential 
role in our nation’s policy agenda. They have the 
power to generate research that attempts to diminish 
disparities, and in the case of my summer research, 

educational disparities. With licks from her spirited 
puppy, Malita, I discussed my interests of immigrant 
incorporation and social inequality with Professor 
Tienda  — she had a special project in mind and put 
me to work right away. She had me research seven 
programs, such as the McNair Scholars Program 

and the Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship, 
which attempt to “pipeline” qualified students from 
underrepresented groups to Ph.D. programs in order 
to come up with a viable program that could be 
replicated to scale. I researched each one and met with 
the directors of a few of these programs to gather data 
on their effectiveness. You’d be surprised at how little 
initiatives get evaluated. A lack of evaluation evinced 
the need for researchers. How do we really know our 
programs do what we want them to do if we don’t 
accurately evaluate them?
    I also engaged in creating a robust literature review 
on the success of research/mentoring programs and 
was surprised to find out that I didn’t know nearly as 
much as I thought about searches or citations! Elana, 
or “my personal librarian,” taught me how to carry 

out in-depth searches, make full use of every database 
on the library’s website as well as others and make 
the APA citing manual 6th edition my best friend. I 
got to play with the statistical software of Stata via 
finding and merging variables to a longitudinal McNair 
database I created in order to compare graduation, 
enrollment and retention rates across programs. 
Merely creating a sound database took about a week 
and a half. Since I interned with Professor Tienda for 
a only a month and learned that research requires a 
lot of initial work, I didn’t get the chance to run cross 
tabs or regressions. Now I can say that I know, can 
meet the high standards of and have the tools to carry 
out research.   
    My experience with Professor Tienda reveals 
that sociologists do have a role to play in federal 
policy. For example, she serves as a member of the 
President’s Advisory Commission on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanics, and she’s been the leading 
figure behind creating and evaluating the Texas ten 
percent rule, a rule that allows any high school student 
in the top ten percent of their class to be admitted 
to any university in Texas. Speaking with her every 
day, seeing her relentless pursuit of excellence and 
drive to make educational opportunities available 
to underrepresented groups, hearing her talk about 
her role in the policy arena at a federal level, and 
helping her come up with a framework, an argument 
and policy recommendations based on data I helped 
create. It revitalized my hopes of becoming a 
sociologist and continues to play an influential role 
in our nation’s policies. As I look to the near future, 
there’s no doubt I want to make policy, sociology, 
Professor Tienda and a puppy of my own, a part of my 
years ahead.

A place for sociologists in policy

By Elizabeth Crea
FEATURES EDITOR

    It’s that time of year! Starting Sunday, Sept. 18, Beloit College Radio (WBCR) will be 
on the air every day of the week between 2 p.m. and 2 a.m. This semester, there are a wide 
variety of genres that will please your ears, such as folk, jazz, classic rock, spoken word and 
news programs. Support your friends, classmates and WBCR by tuning in to 90.3 FM. For 
a complete program schedule, be sure to check out next week’s edition of the Round Table.
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How do we really know 

our programs do what 

we want them to do 

if we don’t accurately 

evaluate them?

WBCR programming begins this Sunday
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By Clara Baker
CONTRIBUTOR

   There is something special about my mom’s 

apple pie. She makes it throughout summer, fall 

and for Thanksgiving. There’s a special topping 

my mom, grandma and great grandma have all 

made out of butter, sugar and love that melts and 

caramelizes to give you a crunchy, perfect bite. 

There are liberties that we take with cinnamon 

that I have never seen others do (hint, pour, 

pour, pour, taste, pour more — no sprinkling 

nonsense), and we always make the pie crust 

from scratch.

    During pie eating, no matter how good the 

filling is, I realize that if you don’t make the pie 

crust from scratch, you’ve lost me. My mom has 

issues with pie crust, though. I’ll come home 

and watch her throw out an entire batch of 

“useless” crust as she blames it on the weather, 

elevation or the temperature of the water for 

the reason why she somehow couldn’t get it to 

roll out properly. A good solution I’ve found if 

you have trouble rolling it out is to let it sit for 

five minutes. I remember hearing once to let the 

gluten strands rest in the flour.

    The following is my great grandma’s, 

grandma’s, my mother’s and my simple recipe 

for apple pie. But to be honest, I purposely don’t 

ever write it down. I love that I have a reason 

to call my mother for the filling recipe and my 

grandmother for the crust recipe every time I 

make pie.

Filling:

- Peel apples, core and slice. You’ll need 6 cups of 

fruit for a large pie.

- 1/4 cup flour.

- Mix with 1 cup white sugar.

- Cinnamon. 

- Stir it up.

Crust:

- 1 3/4 cups flour

- 1/4 cup plus 1 tbsp cold water. 

- 1/2 tsp salt

- 3/4 cup Crisco/ vegetable shortening (vegan) or 

butter. Cold to room temp.

- Mix flour, salt. Cut the shortening into the 

mixture until you have pea-shaped balls of 

shortening/flour mixture. Add cold water. Mix 

with hands until you have one big ball of dough.

- Cut dough ball in two.

- Flour a surface/ the rolling pin and roll out the 

dough. Place in bottom of pan. 

- Pour in filling. Roll out other half of dough. 

Place on top. Pinch edges to combine top and 

bottom doughs together. Cut an x in the center 

of the top of the pie. Take butter and spread 

little amounts on top. Mix together 2 tbsps cool 

butter, brown sugar and a pinch of cinnamon and 

flour until you get a 1/4 cup mixture of crumbly 

sugar buttery-ness to sprinkle on top of the pie. 

- Bake for 10-15 minutes at 425 degrees F (browns 

the top) then for 30-40 minutes at 375 degrees F. 

Test with knife to make sure apples are done. 

Let cool for an hour then enjoy. Apples are in 

season. Get ‘em while they’re available at the 

farmer’s market and Apple Hut! Enjoy!

*If you email me and tell me you’re making apple pie I’ll 
let you borrow my rolling pin!

Me-o,  my-o , 
app le  p ie -o

Reuse! Don’t 
abuse

By Steven Jackson
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

    This week, your tree-hugging friends at the OEC 

would like to suggest a decrease in our paper use.  
    The only paper use information we have for 

our campus comes from a student activism 

research project in 2007. At that point, our 

library used about 945,000 sheets of paper per 

school year, roughly the equivalent of 114 full-

grown trees. Keep in mind these numbers don’t 

take into account printers in other computer 

labs across campus, or faculty and staff offices.  

    At the national level, the statistics are more 

current. According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), the US produces 

about 68 million tons of paper and paper board 

annually. Meanwhile, the average office worker 

uses 10,000 sheets of printer paper every year. 

A 2009 EPA report found that paper makes up 

the majority of municipal solid waste in this 

country at 28.2 percent.  

    Although the U.S. uses a lot of paper, we’ve 

been getting better. A recent study by the 

American Forest & Paper Association found 

that we recycled 63.5 percent of the paper 

consumed in 2010.  

    Unfortunately, paper cannot be recycled 

indefinitely. After five to seven cycles, the 

fibers become too short to bond into new 

paper and new fibers must be added. So before 

you chuck that pearly white printer paper into 

the recycling bin, think about reusing it a few 

times. Write your to-do list on the backs of old 

homework assignments, or take class notes on 

the other sides of handouts. 

    The best way to cut back on paper waste 

is to just use less of it. That means printing 

double-sided pages, printing multiple sheets 

to a page or just not printing at all. With 

highlighting and comment features in most 

PDF viewers and word processors, it’s pretty 

easy to keep good notes without a hard copy 

right in front of you.  

   Best of all, if you skip the printing process, 

you can avoid a run-in with the North and 

South OPAC printers, hellish awful satan 

spawns that they are.   

Clara Baker ‘13 presenting her autumnal 
caramel apple treat for the sweet -toothed 

co-op.
PHOTO BY 

MACKENZIE WEEKES



7

opinions...

VOLUME 201    ISSUE 2  SEPTEMBER 16, 2011

By Sasha Debevec-McKenney
OPINIONS EDITOR

    If I’m to believe the recent gossip in Java Joint and the 

Mail Center, then the hot new trend at Beloit College this 

fall is Food Stamps. If you’re reading this and you are on/

are considering going on Food Stamps because you literally 

cannot afford food any other way, then you absolutely have 

that right and you deserve no judgment. I am all about 

the New Deal and the way in which it unconstitutionally 

revolutionized our government.   

   However, I’m worried about how much Food Stamps 

have come up in conversation in the past week alone. 

I’m worried that signing up for Food Stamps will become 

the norm on campus—if you are a college student and on 

work-study, you are technically eligible. While I do not 

want to question anyone’s eligibility, I do question peoples’ 

decisions to take advantage of said eligibility.    

    I just want to remind you of your surroundings—walk 

a little further past Bushel and Peck’s and you’ll notice we 

are living in a place where, according to the Department of 

Workforce Development, the unemployment rate is nearly 

double the Wisconsin average. On top of that, think about 

the government money you are spending—where else 

could it be going? 

    Our country and many of our states are currently 

battling over government spending—with results that 

aren’t necessarily benefiting workers. Last semester our 

campus was traveling in busloads up to Madison to support 

the union workers whose rights were slashed supposedly 

because of Wisconsin’s debt. I urge you simply to think 

about the possibility that there might be someone or some 

government program that is suffering as a result of cuts.

    I know from personal experience that people go through 

tough times and sometimes help is needed. Both of my 

parents, at different times in their lives, have been on Food 

Stamps. I believe that they can be a godsend; for example, 

when, in 1978, my father was 24-years old, married with 

one kid and with another on the way and making $7,000 

a year.

     If you understand that you might be abusing the system 

and think it’s funny and anti-establishment to do so, then 

at least know that you are hurting more than a faceless 

eligibility worker or a stubborn governor. 

   Our country is gearing up for another presidential 

election. I’ve been watching the GOP debates and 

I’m already sick of hearing them complain about how 

government spending is out of control. I’m sick of poor, 

black families being blamed for abusing the system when 

in reality I can walk into my campus coffee shop and hear 

people bragging about it.

By Kelsey Rettke
CONTRIBUTOR

   New Students Days at Beloit can be summed up 

in a number of different ways: “It was fun!” “It was 

exhausting.” “It was new and exciting!” But I can 

think of a perfect one on which, I’m sure, each and 

every freshman can agree: It was awkward. 

   Putting awkward people with other awkward 

people who are all nervously thinking “Am I going 

to make friends?” or “Where do I sit in Commons 

without looking like I’m eating alone?” just creates 

more awkwardness. 

   First came Move-in Day, full of parents, hugging, 

boxes and heavy lifting. People offering to carry stuff 

up to rooms were met with awkward thank-yous or an 

awkward moment of silence when I couldn’t get my 

key to open my door. Not to mention that awkward 

point during the welcome session in Eaton Chapel 

when the president asked all the parents to leave. Or 

that first FYI meeting when I was silently hoping 

that we weren’t going to talk about the summer 

reading yet because I still hadn’t finished.

   The rest of the week was then filled with various 

meetings where awkward ice-breakers did nothing to 

help me make friends. I’ve come to realize that the 

long and tedious process of building relationships 

needs to be spontaneous. In other words, when the 

entirety of the class of ’15 was running around the 

Sports Center trying to find other people who shared 

the same interests in movies, there was no way I was 

going to make any long–lasting relationships. It was 

just too awkward. 

   The best place to make friends that week was during 

meals. Just sit with someone, eat quietly, wonder if 

you chew too loudly and exchange phone numbers. 

That’s how it worked. Spontaneous, random friend-

finding. Kind of like Facebook, but in real life. 

   Perhaps the worst part of that entire week was the 

job-hunting. Work study sucks, so standing in line 

for three hours hoping to get a job mopping floors 

or doing dishes was just loads of fun, as you can 

imagine.

   But to get serious for a moment—we all know the 

most important thing in college is to learn. We’re 

all here, ultimately, for academics. Right? Sure. But 

I think it’s important to remember that college 

is a time for changes, new relationships and new 

memories. 

   Yes, we all are finally free of the parental nagging 

and the eyebrow-raising and fighting. And yes, we 

love our independence and ability to do whatever 

we want, whenever we want, but it’s no fun if we 

do it alone. Without any kind of familiarity, life can 

become a bit depressing.

   So perhaps the biggest thing that New Students 

Days brought to my budding college career was 

friends. People with whom I can hang around and 

not feel insanely awkward. Ones who, while I still 

may not know them all very well, nor them me, bring 

a sense of familiarity to my life.

   Because that’s what New Student Days was about 

for me: learning to leave the familiar behind for a new 

sense of ease, a new status quo with new old friends 

and new homes and new lives.

Out with the awkward, in with the new

Liberal arts in produce: 
Food Stamps at Beloit

Kelsey Rettke and her parents get awkward during new student days. PHOTO BY KELSEY RETTKE
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By Ian Hedges
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

   Earlier this week, the GOP presidential candidates 
debated yet again, which provided me with multiple 
sound bites that made me roll on the floor laughing— 

a ROFL, if you will. Of course, several moments were 
downright disturbing, like when the audience applauded 
the thought of allowing an uninsured man to die in the 
hospital. Unfortunately, that moment did not begin a 
national debate on health care finance. Instead, what 

did garner national attention was Michele Bachmann’s 
tirade against Rick Perry and the HPV vaccine. 
   Bachmann did have fair grounds to attack Rick Perry 
and his HPV vaccine policy in Texas. Perry, acting as 
governor of Texas, signed an executive order mandating 
HPV vaccines for all girls. This order was later revoked 
because the state legislature overturned the order 

saying that Gov. Perry could not force medical care 
onto Texas residents. It was later discovered that one of 

Gov. Perry’s advisors had previously worked for Merck, 
the maker of the HPV vaccine, which raised several 
ethical questions about his decision to sign the order. 
   However, Bachmann then went on to attack the 
vaccine itself, and claimed to have talked to a mother 
in Tampa Bay, Florida who believes that her daughter 
became autistic after receiving the HPV vaccine. 
    Now, maybe it is just my privilege or being inside 
the Beloit bubble, but none of my friends who have 
received the HPV vaccine have developed autism. 
More importantly, I’m pretty sure the media would 

have noticed if young women on college campuses 
nationwide suddenly developed autism.  
   Dr. Andrew Wakefield, the initial researcher who 

made the claim that there was a correlation between 
vaccination and autism, had his medical license revoked.  

It was proven that his data was fraudulent and that he 

had only made the claims to profit from lawsuits that 

would stem from his study. Maybe Bachmann perhaps 
forgot about the research released this summer, did 
not pay attention to the news, or simply cannot read 
a newspaper. 
    This now-debunked study started a nationwide 

movement protesting vaccines; one of its leaders 
is Jenny McCarthy. Following in her foot steps and 
bringing this non-issue to the country’s attention is 

Bachmann. The reason I digress on this is because this 

is another extremely asinine example of the GOP’s 
attack on science and their reliance on debunked 
science. 
   When did we start relying on McCarthy’s opinions 
on medical science? What’s next? Will Bachmann start 
relying on Snooki’s extensive UV-ray research 

and how it disproves global warming? 

By Nathaniel Fann
CONTRIBUTOR

   Queefs are, excuse the physiological analogy, 
a hiccup in the bedroom. They are hiccups 
that can be interpreted and internalized by 
both people experiencing them in a variety 
of ways. There are those people that find 

discomfort, both physical and emotional, in 
the experience of a queef.
   

Discomfort caused by queefs is misplaced 
because of misunderstanding as to the nature 
of a queef. Men especially are discomforted 
by queefs because they consider themselves 
to be a passive party in the experience. My 
fellow men: we are the queef culprits. We 
must accept the human body as it is, and work 
towards accepting that intimate situations 
are never picture perfect. 
   We, men, women and transgendered 
people alike, should rejoice in the humor and 
lightheartedness that a queef can bring to the 
bedroom. Which is generally considered an 
idealistic realm where our humanity should 
be at its greatest. A queef is an affirmation 

that we are all human. Long live queefs!

By Joy Belamarich
SEX COLUMNIST

    Okay. Let’s be real. It’s happened to the best of us. You’re 

in bed with someone sexy, the bed sheets are getting warm, 
and you’re finally feeling really good.  And then he gets the 

genius idea to swing your leg over one of his shoulders and-

--PHFFFFT.  Ah, yes.  You didn’t know your vagina could 

make such a convincing post-nachos fart.  I mean, Jesus, why 

didn’t we discover this sound when all the smelly middle 
school boys were making their armpits fart?  
   Anyway, after this setback, you either (1.) Glance at him, 

your face distorted in some pained expression, and burst 
into hysterical explanation about the human body and the 
anatomical construction of the vagina. (2.) Giggle and giggle 

and giggle. While he laughs— kind of. Or, (3.) Book it. Out 

of there. 
   I admit: it’s pretty embarrassing.  But mostly it’s just 

startling.  And why is it that it’s always with that one special 
person? My high school sweetheart, a British Ginger who 
I was sure would one day give me little freckled Japanese 

babies, made me queef like a soggy whoopee cushion.  And 
I was crazy about him.  Sex with him was mind-blowingly 

awesome. He gave me my first orgasm.  As you can imagine, we 
barely noticed the sounds after awhile.  
   So, while queefing might throw you out of your pre-orgasm 

concentration and remind you of your grandpa after Sunday 
brunch, it forces you to acknowledge that your body is a 
part of the equation.  And the bottom line is, your partner is 
over it much sooner than you are, and, while you’re ducking 
under the blankets hiding your face, they’re already planning 
their next big move—making you come. 

    Do you have any questions for Joy on queefing or any other sexy 

uh-oh’s? Did something happen in bed this weekend that you still 

can’t quite figure out? Put them in her box, 1554, or email her at 

joybela@gmail.com with these and any other relationship 

concerns.

The Joy of… Queefing A Dude’s Perspective

Long live queefs!“

“
POLS WITH LOLZ: Don’t Let the “Queen of Rage” out of her cage

Round Table’s resident sex columnist gets spicy with the President’s 
gnomes. PHOTO BY HANNAH WARREN
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“Why do some 
people climb into 
towers and write 
with cats?” – Rob 

LaFleur

“No cocaine? What 
is this?!?” – Pat 

Polley

“Multiple planets 
infected with 

syphilis!” – Matt 
Tedesco

“Oh, let my 
spread my seed 
everywhere.” – 

Alexis Grosofsky

“The British call 
these guys ‘sneaky 
fuckers’; it’s in a 

published journal.” 
– Ken Yasukawa

“I go to a lot of 
raves and I do a 

lot of ecstasy and 
GHB.” - Micho 

Gravis

“Sperm is always 
the answer.” – 
Micho Gravis

“What is going to 
happen with all 

these freezer-pop 
babies.” – Nancy 

Krusko

“It is Alec Baldwin 
before he got fat, if 
you can believe it.” 

John Rapp

By Bert Connelly

ART5 & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

    So sometimes I blog so hard that this sh*t 
cray, but other times I like to take a step 
back and reflect on the vibrant music scene 
that embodies Beloit College. This entry of 
my pseudo-blog features an interview with 
tonight’s musical guest. The Bright Light 
Social Club will be playing at C-Haus tonight 
at 11:30 p.m. The Texas based band formed 
out of Southwestern University around seven 
years ago. In April, the band won six Austin 
Music Awards, which is a part of the South by 
Southwest (SXSW) Music festival. I had the 
opportunity to talk to the band yesterday and 
this happened.
    Round Table: How has the tour been 
going?
    The Bright Light Social Hour: Really 
good! We just started on Friday, so we are still 
on the first leg. But so far it has been really 
awesome. We’ve had the opportunity to see 
some new places. We were just in Kansas City 
and Oklahoma City before that so, it’s been 
great so far.
    RT: How are you liking the Midwest?
    BLSH: We’re loving it! Especially the break 
from the heat because it was well over 100 for 
something like 80 days in a row in Austin and 
it’s nice and cool here.
    RT: Yeah and from what I’ve seen you guys 
like to rage pretty hard during your shows, so I imagine that must 
be taxing.
    BLSH: Oh yeah! We played a few weeks ago in 112-degree heat 
in Austin. It was ridiculous. 
    RT: Sick. I think I saw some footage of that on your website. 
Are all of your shows like that? Or does it depend on the crowd?
    BLSH: You know it depends a lot on the crowd. That was kind 
of just a daytime city, kind of festival.
    RT: Ok so a little change of pace. For someone just checking out 
the band now, what songs would you say are the best introduction 
into Bright Light Social Hour’s catalogue?
    BLSH: Sh*t, that’s hard to say. “Detroit” and “Back and Forth” 

are the ones that people remember the most. 
“Shanty” encompasses all of the different influences 
that we draw from and bring to the table, all in one 
song. 
    RT: That’s my favorite cut off the album.
    BLSH: Right on. 
    RT: Ok so two part question; you just mentioned 
your influences, who do you always cite as influences? 
And, who have you been feeling as of late?
    BLSH: We listen to a lot of classic rock, funk, 
Motown soul…
    RT: Right, well obviously that comes through in 
the music, but I’m more interested in some name-
dropping. Give me some band names.
    BLSH: Led Zeppelin, the Allman Brothers, Sly 
& the Family Stone, James Brown, Daft Punk and 
kind of a lot of dance music. Lately, we’ve been 
listening to a lot of metal and chill-wave stuff. So, 
let’s see, from Mastodon and Black Sabbath to Toro 
y Moi. Some of out newer music has a darker feel 
to it. We’ve been spinning the new Wilco album a 
bunch. It’s super good.
    RT: I got a chance to see Toro y Moi over the 
summer, they put on a great show.
    BLSH: Tight, we are going to be playing with 
them at a festival in Cincinnati next weekend.
    RT: Oh, no way! You mentioned new music, is 
there any kind of timetable for that?
    BLSH: Man, not really. We are kind of focused 
on this album and just trying to tour and spread it 
around. We are going to be on tour for the better 
part of the next six months. We just want to put on 

the best show we can every time we go on stage.
    RT: Word. Where have you guys received the best reception?
    BLSH: Like, with our cell phones? Just kidding. We got a lot 
of love in Tampa, Miami, New York and Chicago.
    RT: Can you talk about your facial hair for just a minute?
    BLSH: Yeah, I don’t know. I’ve just been wearing a mustache 
for a while and we heard about these campaigns that bands were 
doing to raise money to help record their albums and we decided 
to put the mustache in charge and it worked out great.
    RT: Can we expect the mustache to be making any more 
appearances in other social media outlets? 
    BLSH: Hell, the site is still up and stilling bringing in money. 

If I only had a blog: 

The Bright Light Social Hour

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

OO

CPQ



10

arts & entertainment...

Welcome Friends & Family

Friday Night Fish Fry

Saturday Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Sunday Brunch & Student Dinner

Thanksgiving Early This Sunday 
5 to 8pm $8 

Bushel & Peck’s Local Market
Food You Love From People You Know

bushel & peck’s
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If someone wants to donate a bunch of 
money I’ll shave it off and give it to him 
or her I guess.
    RT: Haha, ok well thanks for talking 
to me.
    BLSH: No problem, thanks for 
interviewing us. We’re pumped to come 
to Beloit.
    Be sure to check out Bright Light 
Social Hour’s music on Facebook or on 
their own website. I told them that we 
would get a good crowd out for them, 
so make sure I didn’t lie.

Check out The Bright Light Social Hour 

Friday September 16th at C Haus at 11:30 p.m. 

Visit http://www.thebrightlightsocialhour.

com/ and jacksmoustache.com for more 

information or to check out their album. 

Wizard of blog - cont. 
from previous page

   If you’re looking for somewhere to take your family this weekend, why not head 
down State St. to the restaurant often called Beloit’s best kept secret? Nestled into 
the downtown Beloit shopping district, the Little Bistro serves homemade soups, 
salads, sandwiches and pasta in an intimate environment perfect for conversation. 
The menu is one of the cheapest you’ll find in the area for the quality and friendly 
to vegetarians. Most entrees are under $10 and every day has a new $7-8 special 
and a made-from-scratch soup of the day for just $3. The tables, all set for two or 
four, come equipped with a paper tablecloth and box of crayons so you can unleash 
your inner artist. The hallway between the restaurant and the bathrooms has been 
converted into a “Hall of Fame” for the best drawings that customers leave behind.
The Round Table was lucky enough to sit down with Christine Neuman, owner, 
expectant mother, and head chef of the Little Bistro to talk about the inspiration 
for the restaurant now ranked #1 in Beloit on urbanspoon.com.
Round Table: Why did you decide to open a restaurant in Beloit?
Christine Neuman: I had just graduated from culinary school and wanted to be 
my own boss. I already lived in Beloit, so I thought why not here?
RT: Why did you decide on a bistro-style restaurant?
CN: Although I’ve waited tables, I had never worked in a kitchen before and I didn’t 
want to be overwhelmed. Atlanta bread was the only place in town that had paninis, 
so I thought Beloit needed this style of restaurant.
RT: What is your favorite part of working at the Little Bistro?
CN: I get to do what I love.
The Little Bistro is open Tuesday through Saturday 11 am-8pm and Saturday mornings 
for breakfast during the farmer’s market. If you make it down to the market this 
weekend, you will do yourself a disservice if you don’t stop in for the stuffed french 
toast. Have a huge family? The Little Bistro will happily accommodate your not-so-
little group, just make sure to call in advance.

By Nate Fann

CONTRIBUTOR

Dear Commons Consumers,
Can’t decide on what to eat in Commons? Why not take these modest 
suggestions and make your romance with Commons exciting and new 
again?!
For the first installment of Nate’s New Nummy Nums lets start with a 
classic.
The Open Face Baby Elvis:
� However many Ritz Crackers (found next to the soup station) you desire,
� Apply peanut butter (smooth or chunky, personally I prefer smooth) to 
each individual Ritz,
� Acquire a ripe banana, slice into chunks and place on top of Ritz.
A DELICIOUS FILLING SNACK OR DESSERT.
� Recommended: 1 glass of milk (Preferably whole).

Nate’s New Nummy Nums

Lil’ B(istro) in review
By Zoe Matthews

STAFF WRITER
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Affordable, No-Hassle 
Band & Orchestra 
Instruments Rentals

- Rentals start at only $20 per month-includes all repair, 

maintenance and damanges!

- No long term contracts, rent month to month, 

cancel at any time!

- A portion of rent applies towards a new instrument purchase!

- Only brand name, music department approved instruments

Rent online anytime@voigtmusic.com

Janesville - 1401 W Court St. - 877-263-3836
Beloit - 1712 Cranston Rd - 800-258-4904

voigtmusic.com

Psycho Killer 
Party

Saturday 

11-2

 
 

OEC

POCKET LINT
your student run art lit/art magazine

announces its Fall Term

LAUNCH PARTY!

Thursday September 22
4:00 p.m.

WAC South Lounge

Snacks! Sodas!

and a terrific issue of
student fiction, poetry & art

btyb: editors and staff of Pocket Lint


