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Letter from Bahrain

Zainab al-Khawaja

Dear Beloit students and faculty, 

 

   On a warm sunny day more than 5 years ago, some 

of us Beloit students gathered to show support 

for Bahraini political prisoners and we wrote and 

signed a petition against the human rights abuses 

in Bahrain. I was very proud to see fellow students 

care about my country and people, but what I didn’t 

realize was the huge effect it had here in Bahrain, 
that people would speak proudly of the American 

students who cared about us. 

   Today, I am proud once more, to hear that Beloit 

students have gathered in protest against what 

is happening to my family and Bahrainis. Your 

empathy moves me to tears. I feel that my strength 

lies in people like you. The Bahraini people are 

facing tanks and live bullets with flowers. The 
Bahraini people are facing a regime backed by the 

Gulf monarchies and American administration. What 

we are experiencing now feels like a nightmare. 

   Now more than ever our faith is in people who 

hear of our suffering and are moved to action. 
Specifically, by putting pressure to stop the 
American government from backing the Alkhalifa 

regime. 

   You might not have been to Bahrain, maybe never 

even met a Bahraini. But now you have the chance 

to save peoples’ lives in Bahrain. The risk we take 

here by speaking out are very great. Some have lost 

their lives, some have been injured. Not too long ago 

my father and I stood in front of troops with flowers, 
expecting to be shot at any minute. Now my father, 

my husband, my uncle and brother-in-law are all in 
prison being tortured by the Alkhalifa regime. 

   On the other hand I’ve seen hope in the eyes of 

my people, hope for freedom, and a determination 

I have never seen before. I believe the students of 

Beloit can be part of the reason that someday the 

Bahraini dream will be realized. 

 

I thank you all, 

Love from Bahrain

By Megan O’Doherty

DESIGN EDITOR

   At two a.m. on April 11, 

Bahraini human rights 

activist Abdulhadi 

al-Khawaja was 
brutally beaten 

and dragged 

from his home. 

Currently he is 

imprisoned along 

with two of his 

daughters’ husbands. 

To protest the illegal 

detainment of her 

father, as well as 

that of her husband 

and brother-in-
law, Zainab al-
Khawaja, Beloit 
alum, class of ‘07, 

went on a hunger 

strike for ten days. 

al-Khawaja was willing 
to see her hunger strike 

out until the end, vowing 

that her next meal would be 

with her father, or 

else she would die 

trying to save her 

family and protesting the current 

condition of her country.

   The imprisonment of al-Khawaja’s 
father is one of many such injustices 

that has occurred recently due to a 

nationwide crackdown by Sunni king 

Sheikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifah 
on the Shiite uprising. Khawaja used 
her Twitter account “angryarabiya” 

to keep followers updated on her 

status, and to comment on the 

current situation in Bahrain. On 

April 13, al-Khawaja tweeted to 
her 10,000 followers “I don’t want 

to be a hero, I just want my family 

back.” On April 12, she wrote, “I’d 

rather die free than live as a slave 

under the Khalifah regime.” And 
on April 18, Khawaja and her family 
went into hiding due to the media 

coverage on her peaceful protest, 

and the subsequent animosity from 

the government. 

    Until recently, 

Bahrain had been 

considered one of 

the most stable 

Middle Eastern 

c o u n t r i e s , 

despite the 

leadership of a 

Sunni king in a 

nation with a Shiite 

majority. Bahrain is a 

long chain of islands 

located off the east 
coast of Saudi Arabia. 

The country has been 

ruled by the Khalifah 
family since 1783, causing 

many struggles for power 

between the ruling Sunni 

minority and the rest of 

the population. In 2002 

Bahrain made a step towards 

democracy and created a 

40-member parliament, a 
dozen of which were Shiite 

Muslim. In the decade since 

the parliament was created, the 

inequality between 

the Muslim sects has 

lessened greatly. Recently, 

a reform was proposed which would 

eliminate two of the Shiite political 

parties, and establish more power 

for the party majority  in parliament 

(i.e. Sunni political parties). This 
exacerbated the conflict between 
the groups and in February 2011, 

inspired by the uprisings in Tunisia 

and Egypt, the Shiite began to 

openly protest the inequality of the 

government. Although there have 

been several violent protests in the 

last three months, the government 

has exerted an unnecessary amount 

of force against protestors. King 
Khalifah has made it clear that 
he intends to stomp out all Shiite 

resistance immediately and by any 

means necessary. Approximately 30 

Shiite protestors have died in the 

scuffle while hundreds have been 
detained. As of April 14 four people 

have “died under custody” since the 

protests began. The conditions for 

detainees are horrific; many are being 
subjected to torture, dehydration, 

harassment and, in some cases, 

sexual abuse. The situation is 

directly defying the United Nations’ 

(UN’s) human rights regulations 
and warnings, although little action 

has been taken by the UN to change 

conditions. al-Khawaja and her 
sister Maryam have suggested that 

the UN is purposefully ignoring 

these conditions at the request of 

the United States, who have had 

a close political alliance with the 

Bahraini monarchy for decades. 

   On April 20, al-Khawaja finished 
her hunger strike after she learned 

that her family was safe, and trial 

proceedings began on April 20th. But 

her struggle isn’t over; al-Khawaja 
and her sister still remain vocal and 

unrelenting advocates of human 

rights in Bahrain and thus, they are 

in constant danger of punishment 

by the government. Manama, 

the capital of Bahrain, is a dreary 

comparison to what it was only 

several months prior; nearly 1,000 
troops constantly patrol the streets, 

police checkpoints are stationed all 

over the city, and a midnight curfew 

is strictly enforced. Despite this, al-
Khawaja and other Shiite activists 
seem more determined than ever 

to combat the political and social 

inequality in Bahrain today, al-
Khawaja’s twitter is constantly 
brimming with short messages of 

perseverance and concern for her 

family. On April 21, al-Khawaja 
tweeted about her motivation 

during this struggle for inequality: 

“My baby is asleep unaware what her 

father, grandfather and others have 

to sacrifice so she and all children of 
Bahrain can live free.” 

**Friday, April 22 there will be a 24-
hour fast in solidarity with Zainab. Also 
be sure to follow her on Facebook and 
twitter; angryarabiya.

Beloit Alum Protests Through Hunger Strike

Not too long ago my father and 
I stood in front of troops with 

flowers, expecting to be shot at 
any minute. Now my father, my 

husband, my uncle and brother-in-
law are all in prison being tortured 

by the Alkhalifa regime. 

“

“
IMAGE  BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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By Kathleen Hansen

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

   This week’s Beloit Student Congress 
meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
According to the poll given to determine 
attendance, the body’s favorite color 
is “no.” Mary Ghitelman’13 made her 
usual reminder about bringing cups to 
Milkshake Monday, especially because 
it is Earth Week. Jennie Hartzheim 
reminded students that the deadline to 
turn in receipts for reimbursement is 
April 28. 
    Before the student forum, the manager 
of Turtle Creek Bookstore, Peter Fronk, 
addressed the body. A textbook renting 
program will be launched next fall. 
Around 20-25% of the textbooks will be 
available for rental. 
   Economics professor and director of 

CELEB Jerry Gustafson 
addressed the body for 

student forum. As an opening remark, 
he commented that he sat in the body’s 
position 40 years ago and “it [has] changed 
less than you might have guessed.” 
    Gustafson noted that CELEB is an 
abbreviation of the word “celebrity.” 
However, at Beloit it is an acronym which 
means the Center for Entrepreneurship 
in Liberal Education at Beloit. He 
said that CELEB provides distinctive 
opportunities not available to students 
at other colleges. 
    CELEB is located in downtown 
Beloit in between Suds O’Hanahan’s 
and Denali’s. CELEB includes the 
student-run Gallery ABBA, Maple 
Tree Recording Studio, Beloit Access 
Television, and the Coleman Foundation 
Business Incubator. 
    Gustafson spoke about the different 
ways to get involved with CELEB. 
Students interested in showing their 
work at Gallery ABBA should contact 

Neal Conway’12. For the rest of the 
semester, there is Music@CELEB on 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. Students who want 
to perform should contact Ari Weil’11 
or Nate Whitley’11. The first step to 
starting a business with CELEB is 
writing a proposal. Once the proposal 
gets approved, the student has access to 
office space at CELEB. 
    Gustafson explained that employers are 
impressed by students running a business 
more than a high GPA (“Everyone gets 
an A in econ,” he said). 
    After the break, the meeting re-convened 
at 8:02 p.m. During body wrap, Assistant 
Treasurer Alicia Halvensleben’11 talked 
about the new Internet bandwidth. 
During evening hours, some of the 
bandwidth will be for the academic side 
in order to accommodate night classes 
and the library. Halvensleben reassured 
the body that the bandwidth for the 
residential side will increase from what it 

is currently. Beloit has done everything it 
can do for the new internet bandwidth; 
it is just a matter of the company 
flipping the switch. 
    Changes to the Club Oversight 
Organization bylaws were approved. 
If a club gains full status after the 
budget process has begun, the club 
will propose a budget to COO. The 
budget will be taken from the New 
Club Fund. 
    James McQuaid’11 presented 
impeachment bylaws. They will be 
voted on next week. 
    Vice President Rich Steffensmeier’13 
presented a letter arguing against the 
Assembly Bill. The body voted to sign 
the letter. 
    Lastly, there was an election for 
Executive Board Representative. 
Alice Mitchell’13 ran unopposed and 
received an unanimous placard vote of 
affirmation. 

By Hana Skoblow

STAFF WRITER

    On Monday morning, students on their 
way to class were greeted in the quad by 
giant mounds of garbage surrounding 
two small tents next to a sign declaring 
“Home Sweet Home.” The Face Your 
Waste campaign, organized by the OEC, 
had collected all of the trash produced by 
the residential side of campus and piled it 
together to make a statement: This is what 
you consumed in less than three days.
    The U.S. is known for its consumerist 
lifestyle, and we are good at ignoring the 
impact our trash has on the environment. 
There are 3,091 active landfills in the 
country and over 10,000 old municipal 
landfills, according to the Environmental 
Protection Agency. These landfills not 
only take up a great deal of land space with 
products that often are not biodegradable, 
but can also leak toxins into the ground 
water, harming citizens who depend  on 
water sources near landfills.
    Reducing consumption has financial 
benefits as well. Sierra Anseeuw’12, Co-
president of the OEC with Jon Stone’12, 
said, “In the last year the school has 
produced over 400 cubic feet of just 
trash (not including recycling, yard waste, 
etc.) which is well over $22,000 in just 
collection fees, which doesn’t include the 
fuel surcharge or equipment rental. Just 
think of what we could be doing with the 
money we could save if we cut our waste at 

the college.”
    Watching what products you buy is one 
of the easiest ways to make a difference in 
the environmental world. Instead of buying 
the latest trends at the mall, share clothes 
with friends, shop second-hand (Salvation 
Army, for example), or invest in well-made, 
timeless pieces that will last a long time 
before they go out of style or the fabric 
wears down. When grocery shopping, buy 
in bulk to cut down on packaging. “Every 
year, there are more and more individually 
packaged snacks, and it just seems so silly 
to me. Like, do you really need your baby 
carrots to come in single-serving packages, 
which are then all packaged together? 
Does it really save you that much time and 
effort? I just don’t get it,” Anseeuw says. 
Also, never underestimate the value of 
reusing old materials to create something 
new. “Rethink what you consider to be 
‘disposable.’ On this campus, a lot of 
what we throw away is actually recyclable, 
compostable, or just reusable,” said Steven 
Jackson’12, another participant in the 
campaign. Use jars for pencil holders on 
your desk, make old bracelets look new by 
wrapping strips of leftover fabric around 
them and securing them with glue, or 
turn that old sweater you’ve grown out of 
but cannot bear to part with into a pillow 
case.

Face Your Waste helped to remind 
students that their trash does not disappear 
when they throw it in a trashcan; in fact, 
sometimes it ends up on the quad.

By Hana Skoblow

STAFF WRITER

Weird Al • 
Y a n k o v i c 
released his 
latest parody on 
his YouTube account 
on Wed., Apr. 20. His 
latest single, sung to 
the tune of Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way,” is entitled “Perform 
This Way” and makes fun of her insistence on “originality” and 
outrageous dramatics. Lyrics include: “I’m so completely original 
/ My new look is all the rage / I’ll wrap my small intestines ‘round 
my neck / And set fire to myself on stage.” The single will be on 
Yankovic’s next album and all proceeds from the song and music 
video will be sent to the Human Rights Campaign.
Wildfires continue to sweep through Texas, injuring hundreds and • 
claiming the lives of two firefighters. Although typically Texas’s dry 
season typically ends in March, this year the amount of rainfall has 
been far below average and even the hope of rain brings fears of 
storms with lightening that could start more fires. This year alone, 
the Texas Forest Service has fought 800 fires in 252 of the state’s 
254 counties.
Even though she was born on Apr. 22, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth • 
celebrated her 85th birthday on the 21st (perhaps to avoid being 
overshadowed by the royal wedding.) She commemorated the 
occasion by handing out bags of money to 190 retirees, 85 men and 
85 women, to represent her years.
Real Madrid beat Barcelona 1-0 and won the Copa del Rey, an • 
annual soccer tournament for Spanish teams. Cristiano Ronaldo 
scored the single goal against FC Barcelona, who has won the 
Copa del Rey 25 times, more than any other team. After the match, 
the team rode on the top level of a double-decker bus through 
thousands of cheering fans to celebrate their victory. Defender 
Sergio Ramos dropped the trophy under the front tire of the bus 
before the driver could stop, resulting in a mangled cup. Reports 
say that Real Madrid has already been given a new trophy.

Sources: Nerve.com, CNN, Times, BBC
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By Ben Siebert
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR

 
Eastern Conference 
Preview 
(1) Chicago Bulls vs. (8) Indiana 
Pacers (Bulls lead 2-0)
 
The Chicago Bulls entered the playoffs 
owning the NBA’s best record, making 
coach Tom Thibodeau and Derrick 
Rose candidates for Coach of the Year 
and MVP. Don’t get me wrong, the 
Bulls are good, and D-Rose deserves the 
MVP (although the case could be made 
for Dwight Howard), but the way they 
let Indiana hang around in the first two 
games isn’t a good sign for a team with 
little playoff experience outside the first 
round. Ex-Tar Heel Tyler Hansbrough 
had to make Bulls fans ask themselves 
why they pay ex-Blue Devil Carlos 
Boozer $11.5 million a season in Game 
1. In the end, Rose and the Bulls are 
bigger, better, and more experienced 
than the Pacers, and this one should be 
over in four games. Prediction: Bulls 
in 4
 
(4) Orlando Magic vs. (5) Atlanta 
Hawks (Series tied 1-1)
 
The Orlando Magic made some puzzling moves mid-
season when they traded away Vince Carter, Rashard 
Lewis, Marcin Gortat, and Mickael Pietrus. But the 
new-looking Magic are still led by their core: point 
guard Jameer Nelson and defensive player of the year, 
Dwight Howard. Howard’s 46 points and 19 rebounds 
weren’t enough for Orlando to take Game 1 at home, 
but the Magic took Game 2 behind another monster 
game from Howard. The old saying goes, live by the 
three, die by the three and the Magic, who led the 
NBA in 3-point field goals this season, are not looking 
nearly as good with 11-45 from downtown thus far. 
Nonetheless, I think the Magic will grind out this 
series against a mediocre Hawks squad who haven’t 
really improved since last season. Prediction: Magic 
in 6
 

(3) Boston Celtics vs. 
(6) New York Knicks 
(Celtics lead 2-0)
 
While it hasn’t been pretty 
for Boston, the Celtics 
have done what they do 
best: win at all costs, no 
matter how ugly, lucky, or 
dirty they have to be. Ray 
Allen saved the Celtics 
from a Game 1 upset at 
home when he knocked 
down the go-ahead 3 with 
under a minute to go. 
Carmelo Anthony couldn’t 
have had all the stank-
face in the world to lead 
the injury-ridden Knicks 
past Boston in Game 2. 
Carmelo will need more 
40+ performances if the 
Knicks want to have a 
chance against Boston. 
Doc and Danny know how 
to win come playoff time, 
and I’m trusting they get 
it done. Prediction: 
Celtics in 5
 
(2) Miami Heat vs. (7) 
Philadelphia 76ers 

(Heat lead 2-0)
 
The 76ers had an early lead in Game 1 and that is as 
close as they’re going to get to winning a game in this 
series. The Heat are in playoff mode, and although I’m 
not convinced their offense is run well enough, or that 
their bench is good enough to make it to the finals, 
this should be a walk-through for the Big Three and 
their aging counterparts. Prediction: Heat in 4
 
Western Conference Preview
 
(1) San Antonio Spurs vs. (8) Memphis Grizzlies 
(Series tied 1-1)
 
As my life coach Charles Barkley predicted, this series 
won’t be a cakewalk for the geriatrics of San Antonio. 
Zach Randolph is a double-double machine, and 

Tony Allen is a great source of energy for the young 
Grizzlies, helping to pull off the upset in Game 1. 
O.J. Mayo and Shane Battier were a combined 2-18 in 
a Game 2 loss and will have to play much better if 
Memphis has any chance of winning this series. San 
Antonio’s experience will lead them through a tough 
series with Memphis. Prediction: Spurs in 6
 
(4) Oklahoma City Thunder vs. (5) Denver 
Nuggets (Thunder lead 2-0)
 
Game 1 of this series was the most exciting and 
controversial game so far in the playoffs. The NBA 
said after Game 1 that Kendrick Perkins’ late tip-in 
in the 4th quarter should have been called offensive 
goal-tending. That story overshadowed the great 
game between two well-coached, up-tempo teams. 
Kevin Durant and Russel Westbrook combined for 
72 of the Thunder’s 107 points to overcome a well-
balanced Nugget attack. The Thunder are my sleepers 
to make it to the finals from the West. Prediction: 
Thunder in 5
 
(3) Dallas Mavericks vs. (6) Portland Trail 
Blazers (Mavs lead 2-0)
 
When the seeding situation first became obvious in 
the West, this was the matchup where most people 
saw upset potential. After losing in the first round last 
year, the Mavs proved the pundits wrong and have 
taken a quick 2-0 lead. Jason Kidd and Dirk Nowitzki 
will keep Portland from winning more than two 
games this series. The more physical and aggressive 
Trail Blazers will not beat the well-oiled machine that 
is the Mavericks. Prediction: Mavericks in 6
 
(2) Los Angeles Lakers vs. (7) New Orleans 
Hornets (Series tied 1-1)
 
Chris Paul stole the show in Game 1 dropping 33 
points and dishing out 14 assists in a 109-100 upset 
of the defending champion Lakers. Aaron Gray and 
Jarrett Jack combined for 27 points off the bench for 
the Hornets, but the New Orleans bench combined 
for only 13 points in the Game 2 loss. The Hornets 
are doing a good job of defending Pau Gasol (4-19 
shooting combined), and they’ll have to keep it up if 
they want to steal a few more games from L.A. If Artest 
continues to knock down clutch shots, Kobe and the 
Lakers should take the series. Prediction: 
Lakers in 6

IMAGE  BY ERIK MAGNUSON

Ben Siebert’s Basketball Bracketology



By Kate Finman

STAFF WRITER

    “And you may now kiss your bride.” Even if you’ve 

never actually been to a wedding, you’re probably 

familiar with those words.  The bride and groom 

kiss, and it’s cute and happy, more of a tradition than 

anything special. By this point, most people have 

done a lot more than kiss before they walk down the 

aisle. Last week, I was privileged to go to a wedding 

for dear friends who kissed for the first time after 

being pronounced husband and wife. Isaac and 

Kelsey Roberts met a little over a year ago, growing 

together as their relationship moved forward. They 

hugged and held hands and said I love you, but they 

saved everything else for the wedding night. It was 

obvious they were in love, and they were certainly 

attracted enough to each other to want to kiss 

before the I do’s. So what stopped them?

    Both Kelsey and Isaac are committed followers of Jesus Christ and have put their 

lives completely under His Lordship. They want God to be glorified in every single 

aspect of their relationship. Now, the Bible doesn’t say anything about not kissing 

before marriage, but it is pretty clear about sex: it’s for marriage. But kissing? 

    There have been studies that show that when you kiss, chemicals are released 

that make you want to have sex. If you don’t want to have sex before you get 

married, you shouldn’t put yourself in a situation or 

state that would hinder that value. You need to stay 

as far away from the temptation as possible. And for 

some people, that means not kissing. 

    That’s the science, but there’s more. Think about 

your first kiss. Do you even know that person any 

more? Do you remember that day? Kelsey and 

Isaac will always remember that they kissed for the 

first time on April 14, 2011, because it was a truly 

marvelous and beautiful day. Their closest friends 

and family were able to share in the moment, and 

it was captured on film and in photos for the years 

to come. 

   Living here, in the midst of a casual sex, hookup, 

friends with benefits, have sex with someone 

you’ve known for a month kind of environment, I 

experienced a breath of air from this wedding, but 

also a confirmation. You see, I want the same thing: 

for my husband and I to kiss for the first time on our wedding day. You really think 

I get encouragement for that here at Beloit? Everyone I’ve talked to thus far has 

been so struck with disbelief that people would ever do this. But as I replay the 

day over in my mind, I am so blown away by their submission to each other and 

God, and the Lord’s faithfulness towards them and all of His people. 

    A wedding is an important day for people who choose it. But in sharing that first 

taste of intimacy together, the day became completely inspired. 
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The day was a fairy tale

R a c e  a n d  e t h n i c  s t u d i e s : 
a  p r e s e n c e  a t  B e l o i t  C o l l e g e ?

By Kidiocus Carroll and Nzingha Hall
CONTRIBUTORS

    This past March, students from Voces Latinas and 

two students from Black Students United attended 

the Critical Ethnic Studies and the Future of 

Genocide: Settler Colonialism/ Hetero-patriarchy 

Conference. The conference was a major event that 

was held at the University of California, Riverside 

from March 10-12. 

    We had two reasons for our trip; one was the 

increasing concern that ethnic studies is being 

phased out of academia, a recent example 

being the law in Arizona that was passed 

prohibiting the study of race and ethnicity, because 

it teaches people of color that white people oppress 

them. The second reason for our trip was our desire 

to see an area of study that concentrates on race and 

ethnicity at Beloit College; we wanted to be able to 

bring ideas and strategies back to the campus. 

    At this conference, we attended multiple sessions 

headed by notables such as Angela Davis, Jacqui 

Alexander and Keith Camacho. At the sessions 

professors and scholars presented their research 

on issues concerning race and ethnic studies.  

Some of these sessions focused on issues such 

as afro-pessimism, queer theory and educational 

disparities. 

   We were able to learn many things, chief amongst 

being what ethnic studies actually entails.  Ethnic 

studies is rooted in the past, customs, written works 

and ideologies of American people of color and their 

dispersion. Essentially, race and ethnic studies is a 

way of fighting hegemony.

    The need for the continuation of the study of race 

and ethnicity is becoming increasingly apparent as 

we move forward in today’s world. We believe that 

race and ethnic studies is crucial to living in a diverse 

world, an ideal that Beloit College upholds; therefore, 

we are writing this in the hope of encouraging Beloit 

College and its students to work together to bring 

race and ethnic studies to our campus.
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By Kate Flynn

NEWS EDITOR

    Renowned transsexual performance artist, author and LGBT activist Kate 

Bornstein graced a crowded Richardson Auditorium with her presence on the 

evening of Wednesday, April 20. Clad in tinted sunglasses, knee-high boots and a 
bevy of tattoos, 63-year-old Bornstein spoke on topics related to her book, “Hello 
Cruel World: 101 Alternatives to Suicide for Teens, Freaks & Other Outlaws” in a 

lecture titled “Sex, Bullies and You.”  
    “I thought I had to answer the question, 
why should I stay alive? Why not just kill 

yourself?” Bornstein said of one of her 

motivations for writing the book, which 
offers coping tools to marginalized people 
and anyone considering suicide. “Then 
I said ‘F*ck it — I don’t want to write a 
suicide prevention book.’ This is a book 
of alternatives, stuff to do instead. The 
question that I could answer is: what is it 
that makes life worth living?” 

   Bornstein introduced attendees to a Venn 

diagram that showed the overlap of three 

factors that she considers most important 

in making life worth living: Identity, Desire 

and Power. “These things are tied together 
and seem to be inseparable,” she said. “If 
you f*ck with one area of your life, it brings 
other areas down.” She also brought in a 
number of binaries that are connected to 
these three factors, such as race (white/non-
white), class (rich/poor) and citizenship 
(U.S./other.) “When they get bad is when 
we assign a value to the hierarchy. It’s 
oppressive and not good for us.” 

    With humor and candor, Bornstein walked attendees through how to weaken a 

binary and how this is helpful in making everyone feel more accepted and normal. 
“The only time two halves of a culturally constructed binary are equal is in a 
vacuum. You’re not going to have equality between men and women as long as we 
have the binary.” 
    Bornstein tied all of this into deconstruction, an element of postmodern theory. 

“This raises a really important question: who gives a f*ck?” This was greeted with 
laughter. 

    Bornstein’s lecture essentially boiled down to to an analysis of postmodern 
theory and how it is relevant to those committing suicide. Bornstein spoke of her 

epiphany following 9/11, when she realized that she was “breathing in people” in 
the smoke that reached her Harlem apartment; she wondered what relevance her 

previous work had in the face of this new tragedy. She decided to look at a new 

aspect: how postmodern theory can keep people alive.

    “Postmodern theory is the notion that things can have more than one meaning 
at the same time, and that they can be contradictory meanings,” she said. “Queer 
theory is when we apply postmodern theory to people. We create all sorts of 

different ‘who’s’ for ourselves…We’re constantly shifting according to context and 
environment.” 

    “There’s nothing wrong with being suicidal,” she continued. “I’ve been suicidal 
six times in my life. I found something else to 

do instead…Thoughts of suicide [are] a signal 
that we’re getting rid of some ‘who’ of us that 
needs to die.” 

    Bornstein also tied this in to a new project 

she is working on, titled “No Votes for Bullies: 
Democracy for the Rest of Us.” She argued that 
America is currently modeling a bully culture, 
which stops people from imagining all of the 

“who’s” they can possibly be. “Be just like us 
or we’ll make you want to kill yourself.” She 
argued that there is no passion in the left wing, 

and that LGBT could bring that passion. 
    “If there is a binary, it’s us against bullies,” 
Bornstein said. “We need to get bullies out of 
office.” 
    Bornstein’s final message was as follows: 
“Do whatever it takes to make your life worth 
living…just don’t be mean. The problem with 
this is God, especially if by doing what makes 
your life more worth living, you can get in 

trouble with God. What do you do? Find 
another God. Nobody knows what happens 
when you die.” To assuage these fears, every 

attendee of the lecture received a “Get Out of Hell 
Free” card. 
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Interested in following in Kate’s steps? Stop by the Outdoor 

Environmental Club  (OEC) this Friday, April 22 from 11-2 for the 

Michael Jackson Party and get freaky yourself 

Make sure to bring your best sprarkling glove 
Bubbles the chimp might even make an appearance 

We promise no Pepsi commerical mishaps will occur at the party

Hair will not be set on fire.

Kate Bornste in gets  f reaky at  Beloi t 



By Ellery Hamann 

CONTRIBUTOR

    Cell phones are now something many people feel they cannot live without. 

People may even have panic attacks if their phone runs out of battery. Many 

of us take our cell phones with us everywhere we go and feel naked without 

them. Because we always have our cell phones on us, we naturally end 

up using them constantly. I think it would be healthy if we stopped 

sometimes and reassessed.  

    Because meaningful interactions with other human beings 

bring real happiness and fulfillment to our lives, it would be 
valuable for us to consider some basic etiquette for ourselves 

and our cell phones. Maybe consider turning off your phone 
when meeting a friend for lunch. Try resisting the urge to interrupt 

a one-on-one interaction to respond to a text. You don’t live forever 
and there is no better place to be than right where you are. Let’s start actually being with one another! 

By Alex Ebner

CONTRIBUTOR

    My name is Alex Ebner and I’m not allowed to pursue 
departmental honors. 

    Last semester I received $1,500 from the OIE to go to Quebec 
to conduct research about national identity and language usage (not 
the most thrilling topic, I admit, but I really like it). I went up there 
over winter break and accomplished my goals. When I came back 

to campus, I thought, “Hey, Beloit clearly supports this project, 

otherwise they wouldn’t have given me the money.” So I ambitiously 
started looking into the protocol to turn this special project into an 

honors thesis. 

    The first place I turned was to Professor Daniel Youd, head of the 
Modern Languages Department. Right off the bat, Professor Youd 
told me was that it was departmental policy to allow students to work 

towards honors upon invitation only. He also said that having talked 

to my professors, they unanimously agreed that I was “an excellent 
student.” Despite this, the department would hereby not extend me 
such an invitation.  

    I was in shock. As a liberal student, I have been offended by this 
predicament since it began. What kind of system discourages people 

from going above and beyond? 

    So I thought maybe I could reason with the department. Since 
my special project work was about French, I approached long-time 
senior faculty member Professor Jack Street. Professor Street came 
off as quite steadfast, saying, “The department has had this policy 
for quite some time. It’s really our tradition to do it this way.” I was 
supposed to understand that it is because of this “tradition” that I 
am not allowed to pursue departmental honors. Thanks. Being the 

educated Beloit student that I am, I understand that “tradition” is 
a strong and logical argument that takes importance over all, even 

fairness and objectivity. 

    Finally, I approached Dean Ann Davies. Dean Davies was very 
warm as she took the time and energetically sat down with me in her 

office. She and I discussed how she, of course, was not able to strong-
arm the department and say “Give Alex honors work!” However, she 
assured me that she would see to it that steps be taken such that 

this situation would not persist in the future. Since our meeting 
the only thing that’s changed has been that the Modern Languages 
department has announced that they will only offer “invitations.” As 
far as I see it, this still reeks of subjective favoritism. My goal here is 

only to expose some of the inner workings of one of the departments 
here at Beloit and make this a commonly known issue, and I hope 

that this will not come across as a personal vendetta against any of 

the faculty of the Modern Language Department. 
    Throughout all of my encounters, I have consistently been 

treated with friendly respect, and in no way do I want to attack any 

individuals. While I appreciate Dean Davies’ feedback and eagerness 
to help, I am nevertheless still in the same situation: no matter how 

good of a student I am, and no matter how eager I am to go above 

and beyond with my academics, I will not be allowed to pursue 

departmental honors.

But I thought Beloit was supposed 
to help its students?
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Reassessing cell phone etiquette

By Jon VanTreeck 

STAFF WRITER

    Language is quite fascinating.  Socially constructed by humans centuries ago, we use it every day; but it is 
not so regular that we reflect on its significance in our daily lives.  As you all are probably aware, we as a culture 
give a certain context, worth, and undoubtedly power to a variety of words in any language.  When you think 
about it, everything matters when exhibiting language: the choice of words you use, the ones you leave behind, 
the frequency of terminology you repeat or emphasize, the eye contact with the subject(s), and even the tone 
of voice when speaking about a topic.  A few of these listed social behaviors will be mentioned and further 

examined within this article.
    Given these implications, I personally have observed consistent language abuse on the Beloit College 

campus.  Allow yourself to take a second and reflect on how often you might hear the words “gay” or “retard” 
on a weekly basis.  Now think about if those words are expressed in positive manners. … probably not so 
much.  Provided that I anticipate those specific words rather than coming across them on a spontaneous basis, 
I hear people saying “that’s so gay,” “this f*cking retard,” or a variation of either one, at least every other day—
sometimes more often than that.  

    Whether I am in the D.K.’s sandwich line, studying in the library, or in some random residence hall, people 
will say them freely without considering the negative implications behind speaking in such a way.  Now I don’t 
know about you, but I am pretty frustrated with this ignorant behavior, especially since Beloit College prides 

itself as being a progressive and open-minded institution.  Moreover, when “gay” and “retard” and sometimes 
even the “N” word (remember those signs across campus a couple weeks ago?) are vocalized so frequently, I am 
disappointed with Beloit’s “liberal” arts community.  
    I’m sure the counterargument might very well be that “well, those are just words,” or “I/we don’t really mean 
it in THAT way,” etc.  Either way, the message being conveyed is that “words simply don’t matter.”  Nonsense!  
That is exactly why bullying, and name-calling specifically, hurts people at such a deep, psychological level, 
especially during our developmental processes; that is also why there is a whole academic discourse dedicated 
to the study of language—linguistic anthropology—and that is why swear words or other offensive statements 
are censored in the media.

    Whatever the point may be, words DO in fact hurt.  And saying “that’s so gay” or “this f*cking retard” is 
problematic, in my opinion.  This is partially because when one speaks this way, you’re making the homosexual 
or mentally disabled identities appear synonymous with something negative, gross, or unappealing.  This, 

I should not remind you, is utterly and completely false.  Additionally, by exploiting this conduct, one is 
suppressing an already marginalized group, which is in and of itself unfair and completely unjust.

    Returning to my original point about language construction, if we developed these connotations into our 
vernacular, there are certainly ways to deconstruct their insensitive undertones.  Some of these approaches 
might include 1) finding alternative words to replace offensive ones, 2) consciously erasing the offensive 
statements during social situations, and ultimately, 3) empowering the gay and mentally disabled communities 
via positive reinforcement, rather than socially ostracizing them.  Overall, some of the main reasons I wrote 
this is to raise awareness of language abuse, re-evaluate our speech tolerance, and to be conscious of our word 
choice on a daily basis.  While this may seem demanding, the underlying objective is to promote universal 

respect—and I see absolutely no wrong in that.

Language Abuse at a “Liberal” Arts School
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By Max Olin

CONTRIBUTOR

 

    On April 4 some seniors and I, under the name “Concerned Students for Policy 
Change,” put up two posters all around campus. One of the posters said “Beloit 
College doesn’t care if you say the word nigger on campus” and the other said 
“nigger.” What was interesting was how two different demographics responded to 
the posters. 
    The “Beloit College doesn’t care…” poster drew the attention of the college’s 
administrators while the student body focused on the n-word poster. A number 

of students had not seen the “Beloit College doesn’t 
care…” poster and judged our entire movement solely by 
the n-word poster. Students proceeded to question the 
productivity of trying to advance our movement by using 
the n-word poster. 
    We were pleased to be making progress with the 
administration, but we were a little disappointed at 
aspects of the students’ initial response. Instead of 
focusing on the content of our actions, some students 
were hung up on the shock value methodology that we 
had decided to use. They were unable to transcend their 
initial feelings of discomfort. The argument that there 
was no context to our signs and that, in general, people 
would agree with us without needing to be inflammatory 
were valid criticisms. So, in recognizing these criticisms, 
we agreed to give students more context by posting a 
“press release” via stuboard on Tuesday, April 5. 
    However, this accommodation to the aforementioned 
criticisms went unnoticed since students continued to 
take down our new signs on April 6. These new signs 
had students’ testimonials written on them describing 
situations in which they had experienced hate speech. 
Our question now is: are we being targeted because of 
the tactics we have employed, or are people actually 
opposed to policies creating closure to incidents of hate 
speech?
    While we are glad that people are talking about hate 
speech, we are fearful that some students are distracting 
others through suggesting tangents to the larger campus 

conversation. If you want to be a true member of our movement, then join our 
efforts and be part of the change. Critiquing from the sidelines will not help build 
a strong coalition for policy change. 
    What we as a campus need to focus on is that we cannot consider ourselves an 
institute of inclusive excellence if acts of exclusive dissonance continue to happen. 
The college needs to take a stand against hate speech. Students need to develop 
the maturity and skills to self-regulate social situations in which hate speech 
arises. The main problem at heart here is that there is no structural support from 
the college and no cultural support from the students to effectively combat racist, 
homophobic, and discriminatory actions. Forget about the methodology; that was 
a tool to get your attention. Now, we want you to rally with us to solve this central 
problem. We have the power to change as long as we stay focused and put aside 
the trivial details.  

By Ulrich Faircloth

CONTRIBUTOR

    In this past week, there has been a great clamor concerning the subversive 
tactics displayed by a group of students known as the “Concerned Students 
for Policy Change (CSPC).” The intention of the group was to instill some 
verbal shock treatment into the student body so everyone would be cognizant 
of an issue that supposedly haunts our campus. Both disdain and interest are 
circulating, and people are talking. There is also discussion and a desire for a 
mandatory hate speech policy to be implemented. In this article I will make an 
effort to deconstruct the rationale that members of CSPC 
and their allies have with regard to the atmosphere of 
discrimination that they claim exists.
    Designing policy to control behavior and opinions will 
not change anything, especially at a culturally homogenous 
and small liberal arts college. What we need instead is 
some restorative justice in resolving individual issues 
through an informal process. I can understand that the 
proposed hate speech policy’s purpose is “to set standards 
of race and diversity tolerance.” (“Purpose of Hate 
Speech,” The Round Table, April 8) But should students not 
already hold themselves to said standards out of common 
courtesy and being a respectful adult citizen? I find it 
rather pointless to emphasize on tolerance for this very 
fact.  
    If this is an actual social problem on campus, rather 
than a few isolated incidents, then please give some 
numbers. How many people are being discriminated 
against? What types of people (racial, religious, political, 
etc.)? How many incidents? How frequent are they? No 
matter what issue one looks at, context is everything. 
One needs to look at a variety of factors in any 
situation. Regarding the incident that started this whole 
conversation on discrimination (racial conflict at a party, as 
described in “Think The N-Word Isn’t Used On Campus? 
Think Again,” The Round Table, April 8), the social context 
needs to be framed: who said what, where they said it, and 
why they said it. The spatial context is important as well. 
We know that the conflict happened “one month ago,” 
but were there any current events pertaining to this? The emotional context is 
by far the most significant: what was the intensity of the incident; how powerful 
were the conversations? In addition to providing statistics for distribution and 
frequency, the content of the situation helps to determine what actually happened 
and why.  
    I would like to conclude that this is not an institutional problem, as it seems to 
be generally portrayed. Indeed, this is an interpersonal one, albeit among isolated 
incidents. “White people” are not the cause of some peoples’ grief—ignorance 
and stupidity are. Inter-group language and behavior add to this ignorance. 
Initiating a moral panic by exaggerating a relatively non-existent problem simply 
creates and perpetuates the potential for discrimination to actually happen. So 
why should Beloit students care? If we are to care, a legitimate claim needs to be 
made as to why we should. This includes factual and contextual data.

Hate speech: does it really exist? Keeping the Focus on Hate Speech

IMAGE COURTESY OF KELLY ALLEN

The controversial posters before they were taken 

down.
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By Elizabeth McKinley
CONTRIBUTOR

    Being abroad has been an amazing experience, but I find myself 
checking the college’s website several times a week and e-mailing 
professors more than I’m sure they’d care to hear from me. I read all of 
the stuboard announcements (no, really) and if I didn’t feel the need to 
go to class, I’d probably tune into every WBCR broadcast. It was in the 
midst of this pathetic Beloit browsing that I came across the recent 
and, from what I understand, rather controversial, Round Table article 
regarding Greek life.  
    I suppose it should be said that I am a member of a sorority. A rather 
lousy member, I’ll admit; my attendance is often lacking, I’ve yet to 
attend a Sigma Chi party, and I think I’m allergic to glitter. However, 
the article did what I’m sure its author wished—it caused me to react, 
to want to put in my two cents and, for that, I applaud 
her.  There is no doubt the article was well written and 
slightly humorous, but it was also seeping with blatant 
generalizations and a shortage of elucidation, which I 
suspect was the intent. When people write like that, they 
are writing for a response, and so, here is mine: 
    Greek life has acquired a negative reputation 
throughout the country.  Some of it is justified—there 
have been terrible hazings and cruel rumors, and the required 
dues are borderline ridiculous. However, to attack Greek 
life at Beloit seems a bit silly. Beloit’s Greek life is neither 
threatening nor ubiquitous. I would like to believe a place like 
Beloit could have the ability to turn Greek life upside down—
perhaps, dare I say it, make it cool.  
    Sure, sometimes even I find some aspects of Greek life to 
be “creepy.”  Heck, I find a lot of things in the world to be 
creepy—NASCAR, pierced nipples, the Twilight series, pigeons, 
Republicans—but does that mean, for example, that I’d wish for 
Republicans to be expelled from campus? No, because where’s the fun 
in that?  
    As Ms. Debevec-McKenney stated, “Beloit isn’t about finding a 
comfort zone and staying there”—and that includes her comfort zone.  
Clearly, Greek life is outside that zone. I would be concerned if I 
thought Greek life at Beloit caused any harm to others, but I’ve yet to 
see that.  (Except to maybe our ears.  I’m going to have to agree with 
90 percent of campus when I say: Can we cut back on the Taylor Swift 
blasted at deafening decibels?) No one’s tarred and feathered.  You 
don’t lose your free will. It’s Beloit. 
    I’ve been awoken in the wee hours of the morn’ by singing from both 
fraternities and sororities.  But I’ve also been awoken on numerous 
occasions by rowdy Malt Mondays, impromptu bell runs, or the couple 
next door, um, having fun.  Does that mean that I think any less of 
them? Of course not. Sure, at the time, I may grumble and occasionally 
curse in their general direction, but it’s college. People are going to be 
obnoxiously loud, and they are going to be different from me.  
    I love me some scandalous Op-Ed, but this just seems odd. There are 
a lot of things to worry about, but Greek life on Beloit’s campus is not 

one of them. Let’s cut back on the cynicism and work on 
co-existing.

By Abby Burnham 
CONTRIBUTOR

    The Greek system and Greek life at Beloit College reinforce negative stereotypes of 
gender and perpetuate the continued subjugation of women. A few disclaimers: There are 
exceptions to every rule. When I generalize and say that fraternities support the patriarchy, 
I’m sure I’ll hear a lot of “well, my friend [blank] is in the frat [blank] and he isn’t sexist!” 
That’s similar to a white person saying “I have a black friend, so I can’t be racist!” Try again. 
When I talk about sexual assault I use the pronouns “he” for the perpetrator and “she” for 
the victim. I understand that this is not always the case, but the majority of victims are 
female and the majority of perpetrators are male (though let’s remember that most males are 
not perpetrators). 
    Many of you may not agree with some of these statements: I had someone tell me recently, 

when talking about gender roles and societal expectations of women and men within 
the gender binary, that he “didn’t see any problem” with the way society views gender 
and gender roles. If you share his opinion, you will not like this article. 
    As a general institution, the Greek system in the United States condones, if not 
outright supports, some forms of hazing and other prove-you-are-good-enough 
types of initiation rituals. Fraternities and sororities also enable exclusion and the 

potential for isolation from surrounding communities. 
    Except I keep hearing: “Beloit frats and sororities aren’t like the typical fraternities 

and sororities! Beloit is different!” True, maybe Beloit Greeks don’t have explicitly 
dangerous hazing rituals. And maybe they support good causes and contribute 
volunteer hours. I understand the need to try and convince yourself that you 
aren’t a part of something that is racist/sexist/classist/heterosexist/younameit. 
But rationalization doesn’t do much to change the system. 

    At Beloit College, fraternities are the most misogynistic of our campus 
groups. There’s a reason we don’t have a White Students United group — the 

society we live in already supports the white, heterosexual men in power, hence 
the need for groups such as BSU, GOGA, Alliance, etc. Fraternities foster an 

environment that advocates the objectification of women.  
    Let’s talk about how Beloit College fraternities fit right in with the stereotypes of 
misogynistic frats. I’ve had people tell me that men are just going to get together and rag on 
women the same way fraternity brothers do when they’re in male-dominated groups like that 
anyway. That may be true, but that doesn’t make it okay. When you take this sort of ritual 
degrading of women and put it in an institutionally recognized and respected setting, such as 
within a fraternity, it only makes it worse. It then condones other situations where the group 
mentality allows for misogyny and the objectification of women.  
    Regardless of intentions, Greek life, and fraternities in particular, promote a privileged 
environment for men where misogyny and sexism can be ignored. A friend told me recently 
about how he helped a drunk girl back to her room after his frat’s party one night. He 
concluded the story with “I could have taken advantage of her, but I didn’t!” I’ve also heard 
the flip side, where women express relieved surprise when they find out a man hasn’t taken 
advantage of her vulnerable state. This expectation of violation is hurtful not only to women, 
but also to the many men who respect women and do not engage in those sorts of behaviors.  
    But we go to a school where a goal for many collective fraternity members continues 
to be to “bang as many chicks” as they can, and the language those men use when talking 
about women or to women is exceedingly vulgar. Some frat members on this campus pride 
themselves on how they’re not the ones being accused of assaulting women, yet they still talk 
about women like they deserve to be assaulted.  
    Please, Beloit College, prove me wrong.

Unconventionality rules the Greek
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Beloit College Fraternities and the 
Subjugation of Women
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By Beth Ames
CONTRIBUTOR

    Like many who read last week’s issue of The Round Table, I was generally in 
agreement with Sasha Debevec-McKenney’s opinions of Greek life on campus but 
strongly opposed to the way they were argued — and the fact that they were argued 
in a very public way. It seems as if there has been quite a bit of unrest at Beloit lately 
(spring semester blues kicking in?) and recently I have found myself astonished at the 
polarizing, and occasionally offensive, beliefs of those around me. I considered writing 
a response to the article, but, overcome by the usual workload, it slipped my mind. 
    The idea was reawakened when I was leaving DK’s today and I dropped my fries. 
Luckily, there were only a few people around to witness my embarrassment. To my 
surprise, a member of a fraternity—and a stranger—bent down to help clean them up. 
After I thanked him and turned to leave, he stopped me and told me his friend was in 
line buying food and could get me some fries if I wanted (of course I wanted!). 
    Over lunch, I pondered this completely unwarranted gesture of kindness and began 
dissecting my own stereotypes of Greek organizations. In the past week alone I’ve 
been surprised more than once: the men of this same fraternity, upon finding my 
friend and me in their house collecting their trash for the Face Your Waste campaign, 
helped us haul the bags to Chapin Quad. 
    Now, I don’t intend to argue that the philanthropic efforts of these communities 
are suddenly visibly manifesting themselves on campus, and that they are making up 
for—what is it exactly that we (non-Greeks) fault them for? Singing in public? Walking 
down College Street like a “douche-army”? I’m just saying that maybe we should give 
them a little more credit than we have been. Or, at the very least, leave them alone.
 Because when it comes down to it, the decision to join a Greek organization 
is a personal choice. As long as someone’s proselytizing does not bother me, I take no 
issue with the community he or she chooses to be affiliated with. After all, who am I 
to question someone else’s beliefs, or their desire to belong to something they feel is 
greater than them? We often tout our campus as “progressive” and “forward-thinking.” 
In the end, is it more forward-thinking to eradicate an “outdated college tradition,” 
or to respect our differences?w I would never join a sorority, but I know plenty of 
wonderful women who belong to one. But we all have our own Greek organizations, 
whether we acknowledge it or not. The sad truth is that this campus would still be 
divided even if fraternities and sororities didn’t exist; we just wouldn’t have any secret 
rituals. Or maybe our secret rituals just aren’t as apparent. The bottom line is, we can 
coexist (even peacefully) as a campus, and learn from each other—if we put in the 
effort. Personally, I intend to pay it forward as soon as the opportunity presents itself.

Questioning anti-Greek, 
Questioning stereotypes

By Bryant Conkling 

CONTRIBUTOR

    As a former chair of BelFAST, I would like to set the record 
straight regarding the recent opinion piece “BelFAST, where’d 
the money go?” The author freely admits in the op-ed that he 
is not “completely aware of what was approved or the processes 
by which they were judged.” I can assure the Beloit student 
body that the process by which BelFAST allocates funds is both 
efficient and fair. While it is rare to run out of funds, it does 
happen and is not the result of wasteful spending or apathy on 
the part of club representative. Club representatives are not 
allowed to do homework during the meeting, and yes, we do 
care.  
    Fiscal policies ensure that money is spent wisely and that all 
students have an opportunity to take part in all events funded by 
BelFAST. Thus, the hypothetical Italian Club mentioned in the 
op-ed would not be allowed to use student funds to go out to eat; 
purchasing food off campus with BelFAST funds is prohibited. 
We take seriously the large amount of money that the student 
body entrusts us with and do our best to ensure that it goes to 
worthy proposals that benefit students and the campus.  
    The number of proposals varies every meeting and every year. 
If there are a large number of relatively expensive proposals, it is 
more likely that BelFAST will run out of money before the end 
of the year. This is not an ideal situation, but if there is student 
demand for such proposals, then they ought to be funded. 
Having a large number of worthy proposals shows the creativity 
of students and commitment to their clubs and campus, not 
frivolous spending and apathy as the author alleges.  
    Implementing a system of spending only a set amount each 
week like the author proposes is unworkable and fundamentally 
unfair to students. Proposals are often time sensitive; to deny a 
club funding for a time-sensitive event because BelFAST has met 
its quota of spending for that meeting is both unreasonable and 
inequitable. Placing a cap on funds distributed each week goes 
against BelFAST’s purpose of providing funds for students to 
enhance their college experience. 
    BelFAST provides an important service to Beloit students and 
to the wider campus community. It gives students a voice in how 
their activity fees are spent and provides money for experiences 
not found at other colleges. I would encourage the author of 
the op-ed and any others who have questions or concerns to 
go to the next BelFAST meeting and see the maturity and 
professionalism, albeit in an informal setting, that all members 
display in distributing money to proposals worthy of Beloit’s 
values and mission.

BelFAST: Here’s where the 
money went

PLEASE NOTE:
Due to a large volume of op-eds this week, we were not able to 

publish them all in this print edition of The Round Table. Please see 
our website at bcroundtable.wordpress.com for continued respons-

es to “Greek Tripe” and other wonderful content!
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By Adam Eckert 
CONTRIBUTOR

    First off, I fully understand that 
“Greek Tripe” was an op-ed and that 
it does not represent the opinions 
of The Round Table or by any means 
those of the Beloit community at 
large. However, as a recent Beloit 
graduate and four-year member of 
one of Beloit’s Greek organizations, 
I feel that such a passionate attack 
on Beloit’s fraternities and sororities 
warrants an equally passionate 
defense of said organizations. 
    Despite the fact that “Greek Tripe” 
is an op-ed, many of the assertions 
in the article are patently inaccurate, 
most especially that of pledge hazing. 
Although every Greek organization 
has its own ritual and initiation 
ceremony, they are performed with 
the assumption that a pledge may 
opt out at any time if he or she is in 
any way uncomfortable with what is 
taking place. Whether or not sarcasm 
or irony was intended, the Greek 
organizations on Beloit’s campus take 
accusations of hazing seriously, as it 
is a violation of college policy and of 
most national Greek organizations. 
The Beloit chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 
was nearly kicked off campus in 2005 
on the basis of a mere accusation 
of pledge hazing, later proven to be 
a lie. Though every organization is 
different, we all know that the kind of 
hazing fraternities and sororities have 
become infamous for benefits no one. 
    Although some of Beloit’s 
fraternities and sororities have been 
around since the 1800s, calling us 
“outdated” is both inaccurate and 
disingenuous. Without the huge 
amount of effort put in by Beloit’s 
Greek organizations, the college’s 
social scene would be lukewarm 
at best. You have only to look at 
the weeks of planning put into 
any fraternity or sorority party, 
as well as the numerous Greek-
sponsored Spring Day events, to see 
this function at work. The Greek 
organizations also play a huge part in 
recruiting new students to the college, 

whether it’s through 
prospie hosting, 

events, or just giving prospective 
students a completely informal forum 
in which to talk to current students 
and experience Beloit life as it 
happens, not just as Gold Key depicts 
it. I challenge any Beloit student to 
find an organization on campus that 
brings together different facets of 
Beloit culture as well as the Greek 
organizations have and will continue 
to do.  
    Whatever you may feel about 
Greek organizations, at least 
acknowledge the positive role they 
play on Beloit campus. It may seem 
to think that we exist only to annoy 
people, going out of our way to creep 
out anyone who isn’t part of the 
inner circle, while only volunteering 
and contributing to charity out of 
some ulterior motive. Nothing could 
be further from the truth, and to 
blatantly depict such assertions as 
fact is a disservice to yourself, the 
organizations in question, and the 
college that supports them as a 
whole. I cannot fathom the motive 
behind criticizing the charity work 
done by Beloit’s Greek organizations, 
but if the youth organizations we 
work with aren’t so creeped out 
that they won’t accept our help and 
support, then we must be doing 
something right.  
    You also seem to contradict 
yourself sentence by sentence. 
Immediately after your assertion that 
getting to know people is as easy as 
switching Commons tables, you go on 
to talk about how cliquey the college 
is. You write of the folly of throwing 
parties instead of writing symposia 
without bothering to look up the 
large number of Greek members who 
give symposia and other such talks 
on a range of subjects every semester. 
And most importantly, you write of 
the idea of straying outside one’s 
comfort zone, but you vehemently 
attack groups of people who make 
the slightest intrusion into yours. 
While I fully understand that Greek 
life is not for everyone, I would hope 
that an intelligent Beloit College 
student would open his or her mind 
enough to acknowledge the strong 

positive impact Beloit’s fraternities 
and sororities have had on many lives, 
mine included.  
    For me, pledging Phi Psi was the 
furthest I had ever strayed outside my 
personal comfort zone. I had grown 
up in a college town where fraternity 
and sorority members were seen as 
the boorish, hard-drinking morons 
depicted in movies such as “Animal 
House.” I didn’t fully know what I 
was getting into or where it would 
lead, but I trusted that with the 
friends with whom I was pledging, the 
friends I had already made within the 
organization, and the friends I knew 
I would make in the future, I would 
have a hard time going wrong. The 
fact that my fraternity involvement 
was in some way the driving force 
behind nearly every positive 
experience I had at Beloit and the 
source of more great friendships 
than I can count has vindicated that 
decision in my eyes. 
    To The Round Table, I find myself 
appalled by the standard of journalism 
you are allowing into what was 
once a lauded Beloit publication. 
While I understand that The Round 
Table has always welcomed the full 
spectrum of opinions and material, 
pieces like this have no place in a 
legitimate publication. Articles, even 
op-eds, making unqualified attacks 
that approach libel on respected 
organizations are the kind of thing I 
would expect from Fox News and the 
like; pieces meant not to inform, but 
provoke, aiming not for excellence, 
but for shock value. I urge the editors 
to seriously consider how such pieces 
reflect on the publication as a whole. 
Without such standards, your billing 
as a publication that “provides a 
balanced, accurate news source for 
the Beloit College community ... an 
outlet for creative minds that take 
the news seriously. We will sink our 
teeth into the meat of journalistic 
excellence with a lupine ferocity” 
starts to ring rather hollow. 
    Thank you for considering the 
less-than-humble, but impassioned, 
opinion of a proudly Greek Beloit 
alum.

Greek Life at Beloit Extends beyond graduation

By Greta Keister
CONTRIBUTOR

“Round Table, I’m disgusted by the misinformed crap you 
publish. You do not represent our school.” “dear roundtable, 

wtf. that’s all. just wtf. unimpressed, me.” “I can be slanderous 
too, but i’m not gonna use a public forum to spout random, 

misinformed, spiteful, disrespectful and hateful rants. Good 
job Round Table editorial staff.”

    Yes, Sasha’s article in The Round Table last week 
expressed some pretty strong opinions.  To those 
of you hating on The Round Table: I am going to 
assume that you are literate, since you read this 
article.  That being said, I also assume that you were 
able to read the big “OP/ED” header at the top of 
the page on which this article was published.  This 
section is rightfully meant for members of the Beloit 
College community to convey their opinions.  While 
many Beloiters may not share Sasha’s opinions, 
she still has a right to express them.  If The Round 
Table only published opinion articles that shared 
noncontroversial opinions, what kind of newspaper 
would it be? 
    Personally, I really appreciate the presence of 
Greek life on campus.  I love Spring Day, parties, 
and the contributions Greeks make to all sorts of 
events on campus.  I disagree with Sasha’s point about 
students who come to Beloit to “meet, eat with, live 
with, and exclusively hang out with people who are 
exactly like me” — the fraternities and sororities at 
Beloit are heavily diverse and members participate 
in a gazillion other activities on campus aside from 
Greek life.  However, I am also irritated when a flock 
of shouting women interrupts my studying at the 
library to make an excessive demonstration of giving 
a bid to a recruit or when large groups of chanting 
people come through the dorms way too early in 
the morning.  Every Beloiter is entitled to his or 
her opinion, and every opinion should be respected.  
What really made me upset about this article was not 
necessarily its contents, but the way it was addressed 
by so many people.  Rather than appreciating the 
conversations that this article triggered or trying to 
understand another student’s viewpoint, numerous 
students proceeded to attack The Round Table as a 
newspaper.
    I am disappointed and unimpressed not with The 
Round Table, not with Sasha, but with all of you who 
wrote snippy Facebook statuses and tweets about how 
much The Round Table sucks, how terrible its editorial 
staff is, and how they don’t care about other people’s 
opinions.  The Round Table does represent our school, 
and we should be proud of the fact that we do have 
a public forum where we can publish our opinions.  
When the next op/ed article you disagree with is 
printed, do yourself a favor and submit a counter-
opinion rather than attack the easiest target.

Round Table should be a 
forum, not a target
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By India John
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

    This semester I was lucky 
enough to be in a class that went 
to Aldrich Middle School every 
Thursday as part of a mentoring 
program. The program 
was incredibly 
r e w a r d i n g , 
getting to know 
and to work 
with a 6th grader 
one-on-one, to see 

the improvement and to 
share those bonding moments. 
Potentially the best part of the 
whole experience, however, was 
the walk down the hallway with 
my fellow mentor Dan O’Brien. 
Not because his company was 
particularly rewarding (let’s be 

honest here...) and not because 

I love the nostalgia of walking 
down a middle school hallway 
(that’s a lie, Montessori 

middle school doesn’t believe 
in hallways or lockers), but 

because from the first glance 

we knew that we’d end up 
together, in the auditorium of 
Aldrich Middle, watching their 
production of “Mulan Jr.”
    Since 1998 Disney’s “Mulan” has been a 
childhood classic. Children have idolized 
the film centered around the warrior woman 

for more than a decade, quoting Mushu (“I 

don’t do that tongue thing”), fighting off 

Huns, and of course, singing all the classics 
(“I”ll make a man out of you” is still one of 

the most popular songs I hear at college). 

For Aldrich Middle, however, the worship 
went beyond just quoting lines and belting 
out songs when with friends (or alone). Let 

me tell you, I thought that the original 
“Mulan” was golden, but that was before 
seeing Aldrich Middle School’s rendition of 
“Mulan Jr.” Which was platinum. 
    The first thing that you may be wondering: 

“ ‘Mulan Jr.?’ What the heck is ‘Mulan Jr.?’ 
Did she have a kid or something?” No. She 
didn’t. “Mulan Jr.” is, in fact, just “Mulan” 
with an extra song and some ancestors that 
never fudgin’ leave, I s’pose as true ancestors 
are want to do. Yup, that’s right, all the same 
classic songs, some extra one-liners thrown 

in, the occasional jazz-hands and you’ve 

got “Mulan Jr.” 
Now I know that 
most of you know 
“Mulan” by heart, 
so we don’t need 
to go through 
every god-blessed 

moment, but 
Aldrich Middle put 

a few extra spins on our 
favorite classic. 

    First of all, they did not 
manage to find a small, 

travel-sized dragon to 

play Mushu. Instead, 
they chose Roxy, the 

sassy, class clown who 
was clearly thrilled to 

have such a goofy role 
to play. The highlight of 

her performance? Having 
a pull-down screen with a 

Chinese character on it snap 
up behind her while she was 

singing and not batting an eye. 
Impressive for a 12-year-old. 

    Another major pro to the 
middle school version of “Mulan” 

is puberty, or rather a lack 
thereof. Shang, the hunky 
army captain whom Mulan 
eventually falls for, was 

played by a fairly awkward, tall, gangly boy 
whose high-pitched, tuneless rendition of 

“I’ll make a man out of you” was incredibly 
ironic. It’s a good thing that Dan and I were 
sitting in the back, out of sight and earshot 
of any potential parents.
    Though incredibly unintentionally 
amusing to watch, making me incredibly 
happy that middle school is behind me, I was 
pleasantly surprised by the performance. No 
lines were forgotten (that we could tell), the 

students were enthusiastic about their roles, 
the stage crew was also entirely student 
run, and the girl who played Mulan had 
quite the set of pipes on her. It was exactly 
the entertainment I was looking for in a 
middle school play. I strongly recommend 
that everyone who’s going to be around 
for senior week celebrate by going to the 
Kids Fun and Drama production of “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,” 
at First Presbyterian Church May 13-15. It 

might not be “Mulan,” but you can bet your 
bottom dollar that I’ll be there.

By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER

    Perhaps you’ve seen them at a C-Haus show, pounding away at their instruments 

while the crowd bounces along to the bygone strains of preteendom. 
Maybe you saw them at Spring Day, spitting fire and life into an otherwise 

overcast, tomblike day. Or maybe you don’t know whom I’m talking about. 
    Well, read on and you shall enter the world of Boob Dylan, Beloit’s one 
and only Blink-182 cover band. Boob Dylan is a senior trio consisting of 

Sam Isenstein on guitar and vocals, Mike Dehn on bass and vocals, and 
Ben Erickson on drums. This week I had the chance to sit down for an 
intimate Gmail discussion with Sam and Mike and learn a little something 
about the band (Ben could not be reached via email, and phones frighten 

this reporter).

Round Table: How and when did the band get started?
Mike Dehn: The whole idea to start a Blink-182 cover band was originally 

tossed around when Sam and I were first-years. Being the procrastinators 

that we are, it took about three and a half years for us to get around to 
actually form the group and practice.
Sam Isenstein: I guess we started after winter break.
RT: Why Blink-182?

SI: We feel that it best sums up our maturity and conduct.  The music 
speaks to us on a proto-human level.  Also, I peaked in 5th grade and can’t 

seem to let that one go.
MD: That was Sam’s idea, and the idea of covering one of your favorite 
bands from adolescence promises a lot of fun.
RT: Which Blink-182 member do you most identify with/would like to be 

stuck a desert island with/would procreate with?

SI: Mark Hoppus.  I want him to record an audiobook of ‘The Road’ and 
read me excerpts of his choosing.  Actually, I’d probably stab any of ‘em, to 
be honest.
RT: Why does Sam always bleed at your concerts?
SI: Because I have the soul of a warrior but the shell of a delicate flower. 

Hibiscus specifically.  I also bruise easily, but well.

MD: Good question, but there’s enough blood on the front of the Fender 
Strat he uses to clone him most likely.
RT: What has been your best show?
SI: The house basement show was awesome, but our best slash most 
polished show was the first one at the C-Haus. We opened for Black Led 

and then they came on and killed it. Been downhill since then in terms of 
song retention.
RT: Your worst?
SI: We’ve only played three. Four? I don’t know if ‘worst’ is the right word, 
but yesterday (Spring Day) was definitely interesting.

RT: How often do you practice?
MD: We don’t practice all that much, about twice a week maybe, each for 
less than an hour. I guess we’re more concerned with just having fun with 
what we do rather then being perfectionists.
SI: Seldom, but we make up for it with panache.
RT: Any more shows before graduation?
SI: Nope! Senior week for sure though.

Boob 

Dylan 

Q&A

Middle School Huns: 

Mulan Jr. pillages Aldrich Middle School

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON



VOLUME 200    ISSUE 12  APRIL 22, 2011

arts & entertainment...

13

By Sasha Debevec-McKenney
OPINIONS EDITOR

    Because I follow @BBCAmerica, I ended 

up at an advance screening of the first two 
episodes of the new season of Doctor 

Who. I will never doubt the usefulness of 

Twitter again. For those of you who don’t 

watch it, Doctor Who is a long-running 
British sci-fi show that chronicles the 
adventures of The Doctor, a Time-Lord 
(that’s his species—he’s an alien), and his 
companion (currently Amy Pond) as they 
travel through space and time saving the 

universe’s citizens from danger. The show 

has been on intermittently since 1963, 

with the actors rotating every so often. 

Even though I’ve only been watching 

it since 2006, I am completely in love 

with The Doctor. Sometimes I wish his 

spaceship, The TARDIS, would show 

up in my front yard.

    Naturally, when @BBCAmerica 

tweeted they would be showing 

the season premiere two-parter 
in Chicago to the first two 

hundred people who emailed 

in, I immediately RSVP’d. Fast-
forward to Wednesday, April 20, my 

boyfriend and I sitting on the floor 
in a movie theatre lobby at 6 p.m., 

three hours before the scheduled 

screening. (I thought it was worth 
it; he did not.) Doctor Who fans 
are serious creatures and can often 

cite and quote from episodes that 

aired long before I was born. Don’t 

believe me? The first people in line, 
who were full-grown adults, had arrived 
at the theatre at 2 p.m. Although their 

dedication was more hardcore than mine, 

I now consider myself a genuine Whovian; 

that lobby floor was not comfortable.
    To the Beloit Doctor Who fans who 

spent time chalking “Bad Wolf” and 

“The Angels have the phonebox” all over 

campus, know that all of that work will 

be rewarded come Saturday at 8 p.m. 

when the first episode, “The Impossible 
Astronaut,” airs. I’m sorry that you have 

to wait a full week for the second episode, 

“Day of the Moon,” to resolve some big 

questions, but know that I feel (some 

of) your pain. Even after seeing both 
episodes, I still can’t tell you the fate of 

some of the two-parter’s main characters. 
The episodes set up a storyline that I’m 

sure we’ll all have to wait until the finale to 
understand. Despite that cliffhanger feel, 
I am completely satisfied about what 

I saw on 

Wednesday night. Steven Moffat, who 
wrote the episodes, did not disappoint—
he’s the renaissance man of British 

television. The man writes relationships, 

flirting, and love better than anything I’ve 
ever seen. But somehow, he also manages 

to terrify the audience and be clever at the 

same time. 

    At this point I should say that I am 

a Steven Moffat completist and have 
seen pretty much everything he’s ever 

written, all of which you should watch. 

I think Doctor Who has thankfully 

gotten darker, less maudlin, funnier, and 

all around exponentially better since he 

took over as head writer and executive 

producer. I think Matt Smith is perfect 

as The Doctor, funky face and bowtie 

included. And even though her Scottish 

screams of “Doctor!” are a little wearing, 

I am grateful for how brilliantly Amy 

Pond’s story has been woven into the plot. 
She’s not just along for the ride—she’s 

there for a real reason, a fact that 

will become even more evident 

in the sixth season. Even River 

Song and Rory get substantial 

screen time that shows they are 

more than just side-sidekicks. 
They are three-dimensional 
characters that have heart and 

lives outside of their time in the 

TARDIS. You will feel even more 

connected to them after you watch 

these episodes, I promise.

    The season openers have plenty 

of classic Doctor Who moments, 

one-liners, and a villain that isn’t 
CGI and doesn’t look like a puppet. 

In fact, The Silence (read into that 
what you will, Who fans—I’m not 
going to spoil it) look like Dementors 
who took off their hoods and wear 
suits. Classic suits, too—did I mention 
that both episodes take place in 1969 

and, even better, in America? I know 

that might sound gimmicky, especially if 

you remember the Tennant-era episodes 
that took place during the Depression 

and were awful. But it really works this 

time! The Doctor wears a cowboy hat. 

What more could you want? But back 

to the 1969 thing, which relates to my 

favorite thing about “The Impossible 

Astronaut” and “Day of the Moon,” which 

is that Richard Nixon is one of the main 

characters. If you know me, you know I 

have a soft spot for U.S. Presidents, and 
seeing Nixon step out of the TARDIS 

nearly stopped my heart. Yeah, I’m that 

much of a nerd—and for The Doctor, I’m 
willing to admit it. Doctor Who rewards 

its fans (of which I am living proof), and if 
the new season keeps the same pace I saw 

at the screening, then you’ll probably see 

me chalking “Bad Wolf” on College Street 

more than once.

Dr. Who, Now!

OOCPQ :
“I guess if all your family does is 

watch TV you’re shit out of luck.” 

– Shawn Gillen

“That’s interesting because in “The 

Last Tango in Paris” he actually 
does get f*cked in the *ss, well, 

finger fucked anyway.” 
– Cynthia McCown

“Even though we freed slaves, 

we haven’t freed monkeys or 

dolphins.” 

– Tom McBride

“Kill all the gingers, pass it on.” 

– Tom McBride

“Many of us, Mr. Bible, don’t want 

you to pass your genes on.” 

– Tom McBride

What’s up 
your Beloit?
(Upcoming events on campus)

FRIDAY: OEC presents the 

Michael Jackson Party
FRI&SAT: Voodoo Barbie 

presents 24 hours of improv

FRIDAY: Phi Psi presents 
Sensory Overload

SATURDAY: TKE presents 

Johnny Tsunami on Saturday

FRI&SAT&SUN: Ari Jacob’s 

Part Deux – Mike Jacobs comes 
to campus

ALWAYS: “[Birthday] should be 
your escape.” – Missy Eliot
FRI&SAT: Senior Dance 

Shows @ 7

THE TARDIS. IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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What to be part of this mouthy crew?

Apply to be an editor!
Go to our website (bcroundtable.wordpress.com) 

and fill out an editor application.

  (**and writing for us wouldn’t hurt either...)

Ari Jacobs,
Sports

Mary Keister,
Student Adviser

Nick Stephens,
Photo

Erik Magnuson,
Graphics

Kathleen 
Hansen, So-
cial Media

Ximena Mora, 
Photography

Bert Connelly,
A&E

Kate Flynn,
News

Jeremy Cournelius,
Features

Lizzi Belmont,
Design

Sasha
 Debevec-

McKenney,
Op-Ed

India John,
Editor-in-Chief 

Megan 
O’Doherty,

Design

Gus Graves,
Advertising

Get intimate with the 
Editorial Board:

“My first kiss was...

...daring, in truth”

...the darn sweetest thing.” ...too terrible.”

...very toothy.”

...in the rain.”

...with my gay ex-boyfriend.”

...confusing.”

...I would like to 
thank my mom.”

...with Lizzi.”

...was on August 19th.”

...on a boat.”

...took some negotiating.”

...behind the wall-ball wall.”

...delayed by monster-truck death.”
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Dear Beloit,

Thank you for bringing 
103 cups to Milkshake 
Monday for Earth Week. 
Keep up the good work!
Peace, love & milkshakes,
SPIEL
(sub‐free programming and innovative entertainment league)


