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The Round Table meets every Monday at 9:30 
p.m. in the Pearsons third-floor clubhouse 

(unless noted otherwise).

CONTACT

MISSION STATEMENT

The Round Table provides a 
balanced, accurate news source for 
the Beloit College community. It is 
an outlet for creative minds that take 
the news seriously. We will sink our 
teeth into the meat of journalistic 
excellence with a lupine ferocity.

STAFF

VOLUME 200    ISSUE 11  APRIL 15, 2011

Do You Want to Go to Law School? 
Are You (in any way) 

Traditionally Underrepresented in Academia?

If so, the Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO) is here to help you get to law school!

CLEO might be right for you.  CLEO is a nonprofit entity of the American Bar Association. Their 

mission is to diversify the legal profession. Since their inception in 1968, CLEO has been at the 
forefront of helping tradionally underrepresented students gain access to law school, pass the bar 

exam and successfully matriculate.

To ensure the success of students, CLEO offers programs that provide placement and financial 

assistance, academic support and counseling, bar examination-preparation, online tutoring 
programs and weekend seminars and workshops.

 
CLEO runs programs for everyone throughout their college career, some available are:

Freshmen: The Road to Law School Pre-Law Seminars
Sophmores: Sophmore Summer Institute

Juniors:Juniors Jumpstart the LSAT Pre-Law Seminars
Seniors:  CLEO Scholars Six Week Summer Institute and the Achieving Success in the Application 

Program
 

Please contact Yunuen Rodriguez at rodrigyu@beloit.edu for more information! 
 

Beloit Pre-Law Group
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By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER

    We had a very special 
guest at this week’s 
meeting: President 
Scott Bierman, who 
would be presenting 
in the forum. But 
first, committee 
reports: Residential 
Life Committee 
proclaimed that 
only official 
residents can 
utilize storage in 
special interest 
and Greek 
residences. 
Programming Board 
finalized plans for next year’s 
Folk & Blues. Student Policy 
Committee has met and 
will continue to meet with 
Concerned Students for Policy 
Change to discuss adding a 
section to the policy to account 
for hate speech and cultural 
insensitivity.
    In the forum, Bierman 
updated students on campus 
initiatives and college news 
and generally filled us in 
regarding “what’s on my 
mind.” He announced the 
new track renovations and the 
construction of a turf field, 
which will allow us to start 
a lacrosse program at Beloit. 
This makes us the first liberal 
arts school in our region with 
a lacrosse team. Renovations 
began this Tuesday. This 
initiative is also the first step in 
a $30 million project for a new 
recreation center in the years 
ahead.
    The Parents’ Fund is working 
towards campus beautification 

and historical preservation, 
Bierman said, with paint 
jobs and refinishing work for 
academic buildings currently 

underway. In other 
news, the campus 
is about two weeks 
away from our 
bandwidth upgrade 
on campus.

    

Bierman displayed 
some statistics from 

the National Study of Student 
Engagement, an annual survey 
that records college’s rankings 
in a number of areas. Compared 
to the national average, Beloit 
scored very high in student 
engagement in classes, faculty 
dedication to students, and 
faculty-student interaction. 
Bierman also reported that we 
recently received the Senator 
Paul Simon Award, which 
annually honors five colleges 
with exceptional international 
education.
    With warm and fuzzy feelings 
firmly in place and everyone 
in the room bursting with 
Beloit pride, Bierman touched 
on larger issues of behavioral 
change on campus, suggesting 
that socially-driven change will 
be more effective and lasting 
than change at the policy level. 
He encouraged students (that 
means you) to stop by his 
office to discuss ideas of how 
to positively change campus 

culture.
    Following the break, we 
discussed the proposed 
increase in Student Activities 
fees. The increase of $25 
would boost each student’s 
yearly contribution to $285. 
Jeremy Kaplan ’11 suggested 
a $15 increase instead, with 
plans to review the Student 
Activities budget next year. 

This amendment failed, 
as most students wanted 
a larger increase in order 
to significantly improve 
campus programming. 
The fee increase 
resolution was passed 

and will be presented to the 
trustees.
    Last week was election day 
for treasurer and assistant 
treasurer positions, but we 
missed quorum by 12 votes, 
announced Election Committee 
Chair James McQuaid ‘11. He 
asked for BSC to validate the 
election anyway, since both 
candidates ran unopposed. 
Because we are not bad, bad 
people, we validated the 
election and moved on with our 
lives.
    Finally, the Club Oversight 
Organization presented some 
bylaw changes. According to 
these changes, clubs granted 
full status after the start of the 
budget process can propose 
a budget from the New Club 
Fund for the remainder of 
the year, and then start from 
the beginning of the budget 
process the following year. The 
bylaw changes were minimally 
tweaked for clarity and fancy-
shmancy vocabulary and tabled 
for next week’s meeting.

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

BSC Report: Scotty! Statistics! Student Fees!

Treasurer:
Kelsey Frisbie: 219 
No Preference 
(Abstention): 42 
None of the Above (New 
Election): 11 
Chewbacca: 2 
Micho Gravis: 1 
Stephen King: 1 
The Emperor: 1 
The Poon Serpent: 1 
John Maynard Keynes: 1 
the Count: 1 
Poon Serpent: 1 
Joe Caldwell: 1 
Weezy: 1 
Mark Spreitzer: 1 
Alyssa Gratkowski: 1 
DerpMan: 1 
Scott Walker: 1 
Darth Vader: 1 
Kristo Deahl: 1 
Osama Bin-Laden: 1 
Charlie Sheen: 1 
love: 1 
George W. Bush: 1 
John Keynes: 1 
Calvin: 1

Beloit Student Congress 
Election Results

Assistant Treasurer
Alyssa Gratkowski: 227 
No Preference 
(Abstention): 38 
None of the Above (New 
Election): 7 
Charlie Sheen: 3 
Chewbacca: 3 
Jesus: 1 
F.A. Hayek: 1 
Iuchiban: 1 
JoAnne Kloppenburg: 1 
Joe Caldwell: 1 
Lando: 1 
HerpMan: 1 
Scrooge McDuck: 1 
Sarah P. Palin: 1 
peace: 1 
Captain America: 1 
Kristo Deahl: 1 
Joe Caldwel: 1 
Voldemort: 1 
Scott Walker: 1 
Adam Smith: 1 
Hobbes: 1

Quorum was 307. 295 students voted, and BSC 
validated the election on Monday.

Compiled by James McQuaid

Image
 courtesy of 

galacticbinder.com
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During the weekend of Feb. 25, 11 
Beloit College students drove to Ann 
Arbor, Mich. to attend the Midwest 

Bisexual Lesbian Gay Trans Ally 
College Conference (MBLGATCC), 

where college students and faculty 
from around the Midwest came to 
talk about queer issues. Workshops 

offered by presenters covered a 
variety of subjects, such as putting on 
drag shows, being better leaders and 

resources to our campuses, and health 
concerns related to queerness. There is 
a lot of information to bring back to 

the campus about what we learned at 
MBLGTACC, and this article allows 

some insight to the new knowledge 
that five of us have learned.

Mara Haupert ’11, 

Conference Coordinator

    My time at MBGLTACC 

convinced me that Beloit is 

actually ahead of many Midwest 

schools in terms of LGBT 

equality on campus. I found 

myself speaking frequently 

about the progress we’ve made 

toward gender-neutral housing, 

gender-neutral bathrooms, and 

general on-campus tolerance, 

and I was forced to acknowledge 

that we have things pretty good 

here. Our administration is 

sympathetic to the needs of the 

LGBT community, the faculty 

offer classes which explore queer 

theory and history, and the 

student body is quite tolerant of 

LGBT individuals. In contrast, 

some of the other MBLGTACC 

attendees came from schools 

where LGBT organizations are 

banned and daily harassment 

is typical for anyone brave 

enough to be out. While there is 

certainly room to improve Beloit, 

we should also take the time to 

acknowledge the truly positive, 

LGBT-affirming parts of our 

campus.

Alice Mitchell ’13

    This year’s MBLGTACC 

was an eye-opening experience 

for me. It was refreshing being 

in a space where 

assumptions about sexual 

orientations and gender identities 

rarely occurred. This conference 

was an accepting place of non-

conforming identities in a world 

where human experiences are 

vastly different and acceptance 

is not always readily available. 

People attending this conference 

made sure to be as inclusive as 

possible, which does not occur 

in many other places. Even in 

a place like Beloit where we 

claim to have open minds about 

everything, there are assumptions 

that pervade our discourse and 

are often detrimental to our 

experiences in and outside of 

classes.

    The workshops that I attended 

gave me many ideas that I 

could bring to my interactions 

on campus. They ranged from 

looking at privilege in the ‘It 

Gets Better’ campaign (privilege 

of ability, socio-economic 

status, race/ethnicity, etc.) to 

Audre Lorde’s concepts of the 

difference between anger and 

hatred. The other workshops 

I attended  looked at queer 

representations in libraries 

and digital libraries, coalitions 

between queer organizations on 

the same campus, stereotypes 

of queerness and the difficulties 

in media representations, and a 

condensed version of GLSEN’s 

Safe Space program and a 

discussion on how to implement 

it at our respective schools.

    These workshops also showed 

me ways that we, the students 

of Beloit College, can improve 

this campus. Stereotypes and 

assumptions, while difficult to 

accept, emerge constantly in our 

day-to-day lives, and there are 

some that are never challenged, 

which causes more problems 

than it solves. This campus, 

while professing to be open-

minded, is still close-minded in 

very ignorant and oftentimes 

inappropriate ways, for instance 

using the phrase ‘no homo’ 

and other homophobic slurs. 

MBLGTACC has convinced 

me that I can no longer stay 

silent about the things I hear 

and see on this campus. It has 

given me strategies to combat 

these issues in ways that are 

distinctly productive and lead 

to a community that is more 

accepting, or at the very least 

more educated, about the 

lifestyles of students with non-

conforming gender identities and 

sexual practices and orientations.

Rachel Smith, ’13

    I attended a workshop entitled 

‘Able to Advocate: Disability 

and Queerness.’ We discussed 

how issues concerning queerness 

and ableism show up in the 

social world, such as staring at 

people with disabilities, and 

the awkwardness that comes 

with “having to” come out. We 

also brought up the point that 

with the advent of handicapped 

bathrooms, people started to 

think about having gender-

neutral bathrooms. We talked 

about ability issues such as: if 

you have a disability, you will not 

achieve in life, and there being a 

concept of a “cure” to a disability.

    The second workshop I 

attended was ‘Empowering 

Faggots: The Power of 

Storytelling and Reclaiming 

Language.’ We discussed 

reclaiming terms such as faggot 

and dyke; specifically, how a word 

does not have meaning unless 

you give it one. We agreed that 

context is everything when it 

comes to language. The word we 

most discussed was ‘queer’ and 

how it is used as an umbrella 

term. It can be offensive and 

empowering

at the same time. Some people 

may not want to be under the 

queer umbrella or even a part 

of the queer community. We 

asked the question: “Do people 

throw out their identity that they 

fought for when they use the 

term ‘queer’?”

    The attendees of the ‘Gay and 

Greek’ caucus discussed how 

fraternities and sororities could 

recruit more queer members to 

join Greek life. We brought up 

the issue of being recognized 

by IFPC and other councils on 

college campuses. People talked 

about how there is no national 

recognition for trans members.

Emily Kittell-Queller, ’13 

    On Saturday morning I 

attended a workshop titled ‘Let’s 

Break the (Binary) Rules.’  I 

walked into a room full of about 

three hundred people and a 

discussion about sex, gender, and 

sexuality binaries. Then someone 

brought up the point that even 

by using the terms ‘us’ and ‘them’ 

to describe people inside and 

outside the queer community, 

we were setting up a binary.  We 

were off, talking about queer vs. 

non-queer, intersex conditions, 

and problems with the Kinsey 

scale.  We discussed the binaries 

of not only sex and gender, 

but also success, happiness, 

attractiveness, race, class, and 

dominance.  Every person in that 

room walked out of there with 

another barrier broken down, 

another set of categories to 

question.

    This proceeded to overshadow 

all other official events that day 

until my evening workshop: ‘The 

Bible and Homosexuality.’ The 

woman leading it, a member of 

the Metropolitan Community 

Churches, proceeded to spend 

the entire hour striding up 

and down the room discussing 

the scholarly arguments over 

everything from the rules in 

Leviticus to the sin of Sodom to 

the one supposed condemnation 

of lesbians in the entire Bible, 

found in Romans.  In doing so 

she reminded me of something 

I’d always known: there is room 

for all of us, no matter how we 

identify, in terms of religion as 

well as sexuality and gender.

Patricia Weber ‘14

    I felt lucky to go to the 

conference as a freshman.  I felt 

I was able to learn ideas that 

I could use for the next three 

years of my college life.  I loved 

meeting new people who shared 

the same ideas as me.

    Some of the workshops I 

attended allowed me to see how 

much better off Beloit College 

is compared to other colleges.  

Some Alliances did not have 

a structured leadership, and 

some did not have the means 

to fundraise for their club.  

Other workshops allowed me to 

view society in a different way.  

The ‘Bi/Pan/Fluid’ workshop 

showed me how people only see 

your sexual orientation as the 

person(s) you walk down the 

street with.  If you are bisexual 

and do not date both sexes at 

the same time than you are not a 

real bisexual.  This is false, and in 

the workshop the speaker taught 

us how to educate people more 

about the bi/pan/fluid sexualities.

    This conference is important 

to Midwest colleges to help 

students spread diversity around 

their campuses. The students 

are able to learn how to start 

movements on campus from 

other students who were in the 

same place just a few years ago.  

For instance, Beloit College’s 

Trans Rights Representation 

Committee (TRRC) is working 

on gender-neutral housing/

bathrooms, and we were able 

to let other students know the 

process we had to go through in 

order to get these privileges.

    It was important that Beloit 

College’s Alliance went to the 

conference this year because we 

were able to take out a few ideas 

to apply to the club and campus 

as a whole. The most important 

idea we took from the conference 

was the sense of pride of being at 

a college who accepts people for 

who they are.

MBLGTACC: Making Great Leaders for the Beloit College Community
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HANA 
SKOBLOW
STAFF 
WRITER

— A radical 
Salafist 
group in 
the Gaza 

Strip has begun taking victims. The body of an Italian 
activist known for supporting Palestine was found 
dead on April 13, just hours after being kidnapped. He 
was abducted to spur the release of the radical group’s 
leader, who has been in prison for almost a month. 
One arrest has been confirmed and other suspects are 

Compiled by:
Mary Keister, STUDENT 
ADVISER
Kate Flynn, NEWS EDITOR
Bert Connelly, ARTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
 
James Jobb ’11: Villians, Knaves 
and Scurvy Sea Dogs: The 
Demonization of Pirates in the 
Early Modern Era
    James Jobb’s arrrrrr-esting 
symposium about the demonization 
of pirates in Britain in the early 
18th century set sail with an opening 
clip from the movie “Pirates of the 
Caribbean.” He discussed how the 
British government depicted pirates 
as “cold-blooded murderous villians” 
and launched propaganda campaigns 
showing executions as being an 
inevitable consequence of being a 
pirate. According to Jobb, the threat 
form pirates from 1700-1750 came 
when Britain was not a stable and 
secure state due to overextension 
of resources because of imperialism 
and wars. Jobb said pirates’ actions 
were more subversive to the state 
than other criminal deeds because 
they did not subscribe to traditional 
social structures and they mimicked 
state practices. The public became 
fascinated with pirates partly due 
to public records of their trials and 
executions, Jobb said. Ed. note: Thus, 
the phenomena behind the making of a 
fifth Pirates of the Caribbean movie?

Sarah Stanciu ‘11, “On Juvenile 
Delinquency: We Know What 
Works, We Just Have To Do It” 
    Before a packed audience in 
Richardson Auditorium, Sarah 
Stanciu ‘11 discussed her recent 
summer internship with the Cook 
County Juvenile Court in Chicago. 
Stanciu was a probation officer intern 
and spent four months partnered 
with different probation officers 
to mentor delinquent youth and 
provide educational programs for 
them. She was placed in the Grand 
Boulevard Unit, based on the south 
side of Chicago. Stanciu used Latane’s 
Theory of Social Impact in her 
symposium to discuss how positive 
role models and negative influences 
can push a child into or prevent them 
from a path of delinquency. Through 
her discussion of the three main styles 
of probation officers — social service 
based, law enforcement based, and 
a combination of the two — Stanciu 
argued that a mentoring relationship 
with delinquent youth and removal 
from a damaging social environment 
can help these youth reenter society 
successfully.
Joe Emery ’11: “The Sahara’s 
Lost Cause: What Can the 
Polisario Achieve in Western 
Sahara?”
    Joe Emery, a senior international 
relations student, presented a 
symposium about the conflict 
between Morocco and the Polisario 

in the western Sahara. The Polisario, 
which stands for Popular Front for 
the liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and 
Rio de Oro, is a liberation movement 
for the Sahrawi, the indigenous 
population. The western Sahara 
territory is the subject of much 
dispute between the Sahrawi and 
the Moroccans. Morocco, which has 
been called the “worst of the worst” 
by Amnesty International when it 
comes to violating human rights, has 
built a 1,500-mile-long wall —fortified 
by 140,000 Moroccan troops — in 
the territory, separating the Sahrawi 
population. Emery argued for 
international support for the Sahrawi 
people and decried French and U.S. 
support for Morocco.
Steven Jackson ‘12 – Cultural 
Values and Cognitive Style: 
Exploring the Realm of Auditory 
Information 
    Steven Brokaw Jackson ’12, 
a Culture & Cognition major, 
opened his presentation by asking 
the audience a rhetorical question 
regarding the progression of a musical 
scale. Jackson’s research, which 
questioned whether assumptions 
about musical progression were 
culturally based, provided for an 
interesting and engaging multi-
media presentation. Steven Jackson 
introduced and explained the 
differences between analytical and 
holistic approaches to cognition and 
problem solving. He then explained 

his survey, which asked participants 
to listen to various progressions in 
tone, pitch and volume and guess 
whether the pieces would continue 
in the same trends or change. His 
study provided insight into the way in 
which different people from all over 
the world relate to and understand 
music on a cognitive level. 
Jeremy Cornelius ’12 – Masking 
and Subverting Morality in Oscar 
Wilde and John Waters’ Art: 
Representing Queer Sexualities 
through Decay and Degeneration 
    Jeremy Corenlius ‘12, a Creative 
Writing and Women’s and Gender 
Studies double major, drew parallels 
between the novel “The Picture of 
Dorian Gray,” by Oscar Wilde, and 
the 70’s-era cinema of John Waters 
in his symposium presentation. 
Both Wilde and Waters represent 
queer sexualities through tropes of 
decay, social rejection, and scandal. 
Cornelius argued that both Wilde 
and Waters made statements 
about the separation of art from 
morality through images of sexual 
degeneration and perversion, which 
set the terms for a more modern 
homosexual identity. Both Wilde 
and Waters created art that shocked 
audiences. Cornelius admirably kept 
his calm during an AV snafu, and 
answered questions about similarities 
between Victorian England and 
70’s-era America with knowledge and 
aplomb.
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being pursued,
— The odd pairing of Larry Flynt, the mind behind 
Hustler, and Dr. David Eisenbach of the history 
department at Columbia University teamed up 
to write a book, newly available on Amazon.com, 
entitled “One Nation Under Sex.” The book details 
the sex lives of U.S. presidents (and wives) from 
James Buchanan’s suspected gay love affair to the 
many conquests of Dolly Madison and, of course, the 
obvious subjects of Bill Clinton and John F. Kennedy.
— Some men are proud of their penises, and some 
men are really proud. The late Pall Arason has just 
donated his pecker to the Icelandic Phallological 
Museum, becoming the first human to successfully 
donate to the cause. The museum houses penises 

of more than 200 different specimens. “Members” 
include a 67-inch sperm whale penis and lampshades 
fashioned from bull testicles.
— The drinking culture of Washington State may 
be significantly different by September 2012. A bill 
written by Costco and sponsored by the state’s senator 
Tim Sheldon would award liquor licenses only to 
retailers in spaces larger than 9,000 feet, removing 
the privilege from most gas stations and convenience 
stores. The bill was created to decrease the occurrence 
of underage and on-the-road drinking.

Source: BBC, Nerve, Google News, Slog

Symposium Round Up
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Ari Jacobs
SPORTS EDITOR

Selected Games--4/9/11
Rock River River 69’ers vs. WTF: 13-4

Tony Barrati ’11, local Titan and sworn enemy 
of Zeus and the rest of the Greek pantheon, at one 
point threw a hammer successfully to a Rock River 
teammate. Barrati celebrated his athletic victory by 
summoning a lightning bolt from the sky into his 
hand, thrusting it fanatically into the air, lifting his 
middle fingers in grandeur to the clouds above, and 

screaming, “Suck it!”  He then ran up and down the 
field waving his arms around in circles.

 Team WTF had an equally violent time 
kicking each other in martial arts practice just minutes 
after the game, supposedly for fun, but probably out of 
sheer rage.

Team Phenom vs. Hot Snatch: 9-11
 The Cavanagh family of Phenom displayed 
great team chemistry on the field this past weekend. 

David Cavanagh ’13 spent the entire game throwing 
bombs downwind to Brad Cavanagh ’11, who enjoyed 
catching passes in the end zone without the perpetual 
threat of other super humans breaking his bones into 
subatomic particles. Barb Cavanagh, mother and 
part-time overseer of the College, expedited her sons’ 

efforts by offering up dinner as a reward.

 Hot Snatch, believing the game was not as 
close as it seemed, made the game seemingly closer 
they ever thought believable, but not possibly as 
close as others might make it seem, unless seemingly 
otherwise.

Old School vs. Sticks and Stones: 9-5
 In one, kind-of swift, but pretty much 

immobile, feat of strength, the geriatric ward of Old 
School dropped their canes to the ground and gave 
the environmentalists of Sticks and Stones a classic 
spanking, much like the spankings the Sticks and 
Stones’ great-great-great-great-great grandmothers 

gave to the Sticks and Stones’ great-great grandkids.

 The Sticks of Sticks and Stones represented 
their entire team with only six people. The Stones 

were evidently on a geology field trip observing the 

mating season for Midwestern rocks in all its full glory.

Avatar vs. Manifest Destiny: 8-1
 Brt Connelly ‘13 handled for Avatar on 

Saturday and moved much faster without 

the “e” in his first name that normally weighs him 

down. Sources indicate the Brt has potential to rival 
many Track athletes in speed by losing the second “e” 
in his last name. In other news, Jackson Wlkns ’13 is 
now probably the fastest man in the city of Beloit.
 The Phi Psi members of Manifest Destiny 
spent the rest of their day dressed in suits, smoking 
cigars, and drinking Patron from the bottle while 
playing a live version of “Risk” using the indian 
mounds as nation-states.

Purple Reign vs. Reggie Kush: 10-5 (?)
 The upperclassmen athletes of Purple Reign 
introduced the freshmen athletes of Reggie Kush to 
the real world of intramural frisbee this past weekend. 
“Welcome to Beloit!” said David Bremner ’12 as 
he spiked a frisbee on the head of a nearby Kush 
member in the end zone, money-shot style. The good 

sportsmanship would continue throughout the game. 
Kenny Andejeski ’12, for example, bowed in the second 

half as he defecated on the face of a Reggie Kush 
member who had just laid out for a frisbee. “I bet you 
weren’t expecting to catch that!” said Andejeski to the 

freshman.

Prison B*tches vs. A Salt and Battery: 3-7
 Perhaps it was the serendipitous alignment of 
Pluto with Jupiter’s second moon that just happened 
to transverse a nearby asteroid which almost collided 
with Earth nearly three millennia ago. Or perhaps 
it was the fact that Prison B*tches came to the 
game having just finished a thirty mile barefoot run 

the along shallow channel of Rock River, wearing 
backpacks filled with boulders or arbitrary metal 

objects that their coach decided would make their 
lives a veritable living hell. In any case, A Salt and 
Battery won their first game this season, if not ever. 

 Most members of A Salt and Battery 
celebrated their win by sitting wide-eyed in complete 

stillness under the sun for several minutes. Some 
ecstatic A Salt and Battery members shared several 
droplets of drool with the grass. Other members 
simply passed out.

Seven Wonders vs. Raptor Point: Rescheduled
 Members of Raptor Point began the game at 
home. They sat around staring at the walls of Wood 
Tower, pondering what it would it be like to throw a 
frisbee at that exact moment. They then wondered 

if moments were real units of time. Can you define 

seconds as moments? How many moments make up a 
second? How many moments are there until brunch? 
Raptor Point’s own inquiries left them stumped for 
some time. After several minutes of thinking, members 
of Raptor Point concluded that, indeed, the letters 
“mom” in “moments” is one heck of a coincidence. 
They also ended the game at home.

Tribe vs. Rock River 69’ers: 4-7
 Valdemaras Ralzys ’11 of Rock River 69’ers 
dressed appropriately for the warm weekend, wearing 
engineered yellow short-shorts designed specifically 

to maximize air flow through upper leg extremities 

and allow all onlookers a lateral vision of his pink 
undergarments. 
 Aaron Joiner ’12 made everyone believe he is a 
Track runner as he caught a few hucks just within the 
bounds of the frisbee field and physics itself. He then 

tried to force everyone to believe he was a really cool 
guy. “I’m a really cool guy!” pleaded Joiner after the 
game. “We know,” said everyone else. 

Old School vs. Team Phenom: 7-6
 This game went down to the wire. The wire 
was very thin, made of nickel, and paramagnetic. In 
fact, one could orient this wire easily with a magnetic 
field if one was interested. In fact, a magnetic field 

would orient the wire similarly to the way the wind 
oriented Team Phenom at the last point of the game, 
which was very strictly in the opposite direction they 
had intended on moving. On a good side note, Team 
Phenom members will never have to study physics 
again as they all now understand the fundamentals of 
magnetism. Shit attracts other shit, duh.

The Frisbee Report

I’m a 
really 
cool 
guy!

“

“
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After the low throw by Shane Donnelly ’12 
(left), Parker Gassett ’11 (right) attempts to 

give Donnelly a congratulatory hug. Donnelly 
thinks that Gassett smells, however, and drives 
to back off as soon as possible. Gassett feels bad 
and goes in for a smooch. In the end, Donnelly 
just wants to feel his chest with his left hand. 

IMAGE BY ALEX HUNTER

4/16/11
Sodali-toss vs. Sticks and Stones: 

12:00
A Salt and Battery vs. WTF: 12:00
Seven Wonders vs. Rock River 

69’ers: 1:00
Tribe vs. Purple Reign: 1:00

F*ck Tron vs. Raptor Point: 2:00
Reggie Kush vs. Hot Snatch: 2:00
Avatar vs. Team Phenom: 3:00
Old School vs. Prison B*tches: 

3:00
F*ck Tron vs. Manifest Destiny: 

4:00

4/17/11
Old School vs. Reggie Kush: 

12:00
Avatar vs. Prison B*tches: 12:00
Sodali-toss vs. Team Phenom: 

1:00
F*ck Tron vs. Rock River 69’ers: 

1:00
Manifest Destiny vs. Sticks and 

Stones: 2:00
Hot Snatch vs. WTF: 2:00

Tribe vs. A Salt and Battery: 3:00
Seven Wonders vs. Purple Reign: 

3:00
Sodali-toss vs. Raptor 

Point: 4:00

Frisbee Schedule:

Saturday, April 16th
    * 10:00 am - Men’s Golf Buc 

Open Invite

    * 10:00 am - Outdoor Track at 

Benedictine Invite

    * 1:00 pm - Softball at Ripon (2)

    * 1:00 pm - Baseball vs. Ripon (2)

Sunday, April 17th
* 8:30 am - Men’s Golf at Carroll Invite

    * 1:00 pm - Baseball at Ripon (2)

    * 1:00 pm - Softball at University of Chicago (2)

Tuesday, April 19th
* 7:00 pm - Baseball at Rockford

Wednesday, April 20th
* 3:00 pm - Softball at Rockford (2)

Friday, April 22nd
* 1:00 pm - Baseball vs. Carroll (2)

Upcoming non-Frisbee Events:

Jacy Bernath-Plaisted ’11 (mid-air) 
proves to Kyle Dallman ’13 (middle, 
exposed shoulder bone) that philosophy 
majors can fly. IMAGE BY ALEX 

HUNTER
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Service    
     Abroad
By Lauren Nelson

CONTRIBUTOR

    Service learning is becoming 
an increasingly popular aspect 
of the study abroad experience.  
It is a “new and growing 
trend” which “definitely 

hasn’t always been there,” says 
Elizabeth Brewer, director of 
international education.   
    Nearly half of Beloit College 
students will study abroad 
before they graduate, according 
to an annual report from 
the Office of International 

Education. However, this was 
not always the case.  When 
Beloit College began its study 
abroad program in 1960 
only twelve students, 
nicknamed the 
“Brussels Sprouts,” 
traveled overseas 
to Brussels, 
Belgium, explains a 
post on the Beloit 
College Magazine 
website.    
    In the past, 
“destinations tended 
to be more in European countries rather than Asia and 
Africa,” says Natalie Gummer, associate professor of 
philosophy and religious studies. Over half of students 
studying abroad traveled outside of Europe during 
the 2006/2007 school year according to the Office of 

International Education’s annual report.
    Just how many students are doing service work 
abroad?  It is difficult to quantify something like service 

work because the content of programs varies so greatly 
explains Ray Campos, Office of International Education 

intern. Some volunteer a few hours after class and then 
go back to student housing. Others are more fully 
immersed in impoverished conditions.
    Traveling in third world country raises several ethical 

dilemmas.  “You’re viscerally feeling your 

privilege that is just there in your skin,” says Professor 
Gummer of her experience taking students to Kaifung, 

China,  “You feel like a walking dollar sign.  
You’re there in their country, and they could 
never come to yours.”  
    This privileged status is further broadcast 
by the traveler’s race. According to the annual 
report, 82% of Beloit College students 

studying abroad identified themselves as 

“white.”  This status can create barriers 
between locals and travelers who may 
unwittingly behave with condescension.  
In Abroad View magazine, Beloit College 

alum, Chris Ruder ’09, writes about 
the painful barrier of privilege that 

he experienced while living in an 
intentional community in Tamil 

Nadu, India.  The experience 
proved to be a far 

cry from t h e 

community’s Utopian ideals of “peace and progressive 
harmony.”  

    “I could find no way of bridging what I perceived as an 

inherited and irreconcilable divide,” he says, “The last 
picture I wanted to bring home was the classic crowd of 
nameless, exotic and impoverished children pressing in 
towards the photographer.”
    The service component can complicate matters.  “I 
tend to be a bit cautious with students who want to 
study in a developing country because there can be 
misguided intentions to ‘help out the local population’ 
or to ‘learn about issues regarding poverty,’” says Jennifer 
Esperanza, assistant professor of anthropology.
    Brewer discusses her personal experience in the 
Peace Corps.  She says of her fellow workers, “They 
were taking two years of their life to be in another 
place and they wanted to make sure that they actually 
accomplished something… but that’s not necessarily 

what’s useful to the community.  You have to ask, are 
you going to be useful?”
    “Who’s being served?” is another question Brewer 

asks.  Do students serve out of a desire to help others, 
or themselves?  
    Service work benefits the student in many ways.  It 

may, for example, give students a stronger footing in 
the job market.  “Employers want to see that when you 
come to the table, you bring a breath of experience,” 
says Lisa Anderson-Levy, professor of anthropology.  

    The challenges of service learning can lead to 
personal growth.  Anderson-Levy says, “Some of that 

discomfort is good.  It allows students to recognize 
their own privilege... I believe that some of the best 
learning happens when you are uncomfortable because 
you’re paying attention.”  
    Can students serve and do so ethically?  Kritika Seth 
’13, a student from Mumbai, India thinks so. She says, 
“I am really glad to know that people go and visit India 
and also know the condition that people are living in… 
I have personally met people from the United States 
who have settled in India and are working with villages 
and refugees helping them to uplift their life.” 
    John Feine ‘11 feels that the motive for service is 
irrelevant. “We don’t have to be cynical about wanting 
to help,” he says.   
    Often, the benefits of personal growth radiate 

beyond the individual. Professor Gummer says that 
the study abroad experience can make students more 
aware of injustices happening in their own country. 
The experience may also be a catalyst for productive 
service later on in life. “Some students who participate 
in these programs will go on to do important work in 
these countries, and others will only grow up to be 
more compassionate individuals,” says Marion Fass, 
professor of biology. 
    How does one remain sensitive to the needs of locals 
while serving abroad? Anderson-Levy says that students 

“need to do their research,” because, “all NGO’s are 
not created equal.”  Some factors to consider include 

how long the organization has existed and how they 
collaborate with locals.  She says, “Often we people 
in western countries go to various places and bring 
them what we think they need instead of asking them 
what it is they need... a bottom up approach is what I’d 
look for.” Esperanza stresses that it is imperative that 
locals be able to voice their needs and be given the 
“resources, knowledge and motivation to keep things 
up.”  
    Ultimately, service must be carried out with humility.  
Brewer says, “What’s useful to the community is that 
you’re there in the present and begin to understand 
what they need and if you can help them that’s great.  
The most useful kind of work students are doing is 
when they come in knowing some of the context and 
are able to take on the role of the volunteer.”

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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By Chun Yau (“Joseph”)
CONTRIBUTOR

    Statistically, there is at least one person in your 
proximity who has seriously thought of committing 
suicide. It is the second-leading cause of death among 
college students. Approximately 1,100 American 
college students end their lives every year.
   When a college student ends his life, family and 
friends are shocked and stricken by unspeakable grief, 
but what needs to be done is clear. A memorial and 
funeral would be organized where poems are read and 
very nice things are said in his memory; his favorite 
song would be played. The college, on the contrary, 
is placed in a precarious position. Since campus 
suicide is highly contagious, it has to tread the fine 
line between acknowledging the death and not giving 
too much attention. It is a challenging exercise, and 
there is no magic formula to deal with all cases. But 
principles, at least according to mental health experts, 
help. The cardinal rule is to minimize contagion — 
give information not details and to swiftly re-establish 
normal routine while supporting grief. Of course, the 
ideal is to prevent deaths.
    At Cornell University, after a series of well publicized 

suicides, the school has taken a proactive approach to 
the problem. In response to a string of six suicides in 
six months from late 2009 to early 2010, Cornell has 
installed suicide barriers and guards on bridges and 
trained staff and faculty to be sensitive to this issue. 
Ten walk-in counseling offices are strategically located 
throughout the campus, but the result of these 
measures has been tentative. 

   Part of the problem is that high risk students do 
not seek help. They brood and keep to themselves. So 
even making help abundant and readily available does 
not guarantee reduced suicide rates. Recent research 

has attempted to address this issue. More studies are 
now focused on the long-term the risk factors, rather 
than the immediate triggers of suicide. The aim 
is to identify college students at risk for suicide on 
the basis of several risk factors measurable at entry. 
Most recently, a study conducted by a team from 
John Hopkins found the most important risk factors 
to be childhood or adolescent exposure to domestic 
violence, low social support and highly depressive 
symptoms in the first year of college. Notably, if these 
results are replicated in another study, it may lead to 
universal screening for all university students upon 
entry. 
    While waiting for these screening tests to be 
implemented, much can be done now. I am an 
advocate for the “buddy system,” which is already 
present in many other large institutions including the 
Army, and it works by matching students at risk with 
screened volunteers. The volunteers may be staff or 
faculty but preferably senior students. Each couple 
meets at least once a week, jogging, lunching together 
or simply sitting down for a hot mug of coffee. But in 
the end, for those who care, stretching out a hand to 
someone who needs a friend is not a matter of system 
and structure, or policy, it is human decency.

By Jesse Lopez-Cepero
CONTRIBUTOR

    Several weeks ago I attended, along with Professor 
Natalie Gummer and Assistant Dean of Students 
Cecil Youngblood, a conference examining the issue of 
secularity at liberal arts institutions.  The conference 
was held at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New 
York and brought together representatives from eight 
other liberal arts colleges that all participated in a 
workshop last fall entitled “Re-conceiving the Secular 
Liberal Arts.”  While each college that attended this 
conference had used the same workshop curriculum at 
their own colleges (Beloit’s “secularism workshop” was 
held on November 19 and attended by over 20 students, 
professors and administrators), each college came to 
the conference with a wide range of experiences and 
backgrounds.  Some schools were in the process of 
renegotiating their religious affiliation; others were 
in the precarious situation of having to regulate the 

aggressive conversion tactics of Christian and Jewish 
student groups.  Most were in a position like Beloit 
College where secularism is firmly established as our 
cultural norm and non-secular students are at the 
social and intellectual margins.
    As representatives of Beloit College, we were hoping 
to learn strategies to move forward with our own 
unique experience of secularity.  The results of our 
own workshop revealed a disturbing trend of religious 
students regularly experiencing intellectual dismissal 
and silencing in the classroom on account of their 
faith commitment.  The flip side of the issue is that 
many students at Beloit coming from a largely secular 
background have been able to remain in a position of 
excessive intellectual comfort.  Their assumptions, 
privileges and modes of being in the world are often left 
unexamined (which leads many to the misconception 
that the secular position isn’t a position at all but how 
everyone just is).  
    One approach for addressing the problem that 

campus secularism poses for schools like Beloit 
College was suggested by Jonathan Kahn, professor 
of religious studies at Vassar College.  He likened the 
issue to that of whiteness and white privilege.  Like 
whiteness, secularity is an invisible normative culture 
that is linked to racism, classism, hetero-normativity, 
gender normativity and the exercise of power that is 
involved in the production of knowledge.  After some 
discussion about recent scholarship on secularity 
and its position in the liberal arts, we moved on to 
practical strategies for how to constructively challenge 
common views among students and faculty of the 
incompatibility of faith and reason and the status of 
secularity as an unexamined experience.  As Cecil, 
Natalie and myself return to campus, we are hoping 
to engage with a diversity of students on this issue in 
the hopes of enlivening the dialogue among students, 
faculty and administrators and bring Beloit into the 
wider conversation colleges are having across 
the country.

Suic ide Stat i s t ics

Confronting Campus Secularity

Since campus suicide is highly 
contagious, it has to tread the fine 
line between acknowledging the 
death and not giving too much 

attention. It is a challenging exercise, 
and there is no magic formula to deal 

with all cases.
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By Sasha Debevec-
McKenney
OPINIONS EDITOR

    I came to Beloit College so I 
could meet, eat with, live with 
and exclusively hang out with 
people who are exactly like me. 
Unfortunately, I have yet to join 
a sorority, so that will probably 
never happen. Why haven’t I 
been asked to join a sorority 
yet? I’m black, so surely I fill 

some sort of quota. Yet I’ve been 
feeling left out lately. I saw “Hell 
Week” on Theta’s windows and 
thought, “I wish I could be going 
through hell this week. Then I’d 
really feel like I fit in.” I heard 

Phi Psi chanting outside my 
window and thought, “If only my 
friends wanted to chant with me, 
then I’d really know that we’ll be 
friends forever.” I heard Kappa 
Delta singing to the girl who lives 
next to me and upon finishing 

that song, someone shouted, 
“Hugs all around!” and I burst 
into tears because I felt so alone. 
Why don’t groups of people sing 
and then hug me? 
    Let’s be honest: Greek life is 
creepy. When I see a group of 
grown men stalking up and down 
College Street like a douche-

army, I get uncomfortable. (Can 

you blame me?) A bunch of 

college-aged women referring 

to each other as “great girls” is 
kind of degrading and downright 
inappropriate. But apparently 
there are people who see that 
and wish they could be a part 
of it. Why do people even join 
fraternities and sororities? They 
should be reserved for the kind 
of people whose social skills are 
so minimal they literally need to 
live in a house and be forced to 
spend time with people in order 
to make friends. Other than 
that, and the free refreshments 
at rush events, I don’t see 
the point. I have friends who 
participate in Greek life and 
they constantly complain about 
meetings they have to go to, the 

parties where they 

have to work security, and the 
people who are in charge. But, 
of course, all of those legitimate 
contradictions fly away in the 

face of groupthink.
    There is a lot happening on 
campus that drove me to write 
this piece. First, the loud noise 
that is mysteriously synonymous 
with Greek life. Stop. I would 
honestly prefer you haze each 
other quietly in a basement than 
come out into the open and 
make it hard for me to fall asleep. 
I also despise the fact that 
fraternity and sorority houses 
populate our campus’ main 
drag. When Phi Psi moved into 
810, housing for upperclassmen 
went down and freshmen were 
forced into 819, far from campus. 
Naturally I was relieved when 
Kappa Delta didn’t get French 
house. We need more special 
interest houses on College Street 
because people here actually 
major in Geology, Anthropology, 

Art, Music, French, Spanish, and 

WGST, whereas I’m not sure 
that fraternity brothers major in 
much—according to the Greek 

report The Round Table published 
in March, Sig Chi’s GPA last 

semester was 2.8 and TKE’s was 
3.1, both of which are under 
the college average. (Side note: 

I’m sick of having to walk past 
games of cornhole as I walk to 
class—shouldn’t you be doing 

homework?) 

    We advertise the college as 
international and progressive, 
yet if you came for a quick visit 
you’d be immediately welcomed 
by an outdated college tradition. 
Our college is too small, and too 
good, for Greek life. If there 
were 40,000 students here then 
I would understand the need to 
associate with such a strongly 
bound group. But there are 1,300, 
and getting to know people 
is as easy as going out on the 
weekends or sitting at a different 

table in Commons. 
    I am a sensible (though 

easily irritated) person. I don’t 

like being hugged. I know 

that I’m stubborn. I know 
that even without fraternities 
and sororities, we would still 
have cliques. People who don’t 
participate in Greek life have 
exclusive social groups. I know 
that fraternities and sororities do 
contribute to the campus, that 
they volunteer and raise money—

but doesn’t everybody? Giving 
a symposium is more beneficial 

to this campus than throwing 
a party, and not just because 
symposiums mean an entire day 
off class, but because they show 

how dedicated the student body 
is to their education. There are 
classes offered every semester for 

which volunteer work is required 
in order to pass. So, no, I’m 
not impressed by the reported 
$2,487 that all the sororities 

and fraternities combined 
raised in Fall 2010, or how 
many hours they volunteered. 
It doesn’t stop them from being 
creepy. Even if somebody paid 
me $2,487 I wouldn’t rush a 

sorority, I wouldn’t refrain from 
speaking for a week, I wouldn’t 
act as if a three-letter acronym 

summed up my beliefs about 
this world: RDR? WTF. Why 
are these actions being rewarded 
with on-site chefs? Beloit isn’t 

about finding a comfort zone 

and staying there, which is 
the mindset that Greek life 
epitomizes. 

By Rachel Smith
CONTRIBUTOR

    
I have been a nerd for my entire life. I did not mind spending a majority 
of my Friday and Saturday evenings in high school playing video games. 
I was so far removed from the bubbly, party-hardy, “I-wear-a-bed-sheet” 

sorority girl that movies and TV shows present. Growing up in the same 
town as the University of Colorado certainly didn’t foster in me a positive 
perception of sororities and fraternities. Nearly every fall, Boulder’s daily 

newspaper would publish an article about the wild 
parties, the hospitalizations, and the deaths that 
took place within the organizations. Naturally, I 
came to Beloit as a student who didn’t like Greek 
organizations and disliked the prospect of being in 
one even more.
However, my perceptions of what Greek Life changed 
upon my arrival at Beloit. I learned that Greek Life 
wasn’t as intimidating or reckless as I thought. The 
booze-fueled parties with throngs of bodies gyrating 

to the messianic choruses of T-Pain were non-

existent, and I was shocked that a lot of people whom 
I considered to be fantastic nerds were in a sorority 
or fraternity. After becoming close to several members 

of AST, my friends and I attended a few recruitment 

events. One evening last spring, several of the AST 

sisters arrived at my door, enthusiastic and toting a 
gift bag. They gave me a bid to join their sorority. The 
kindness, intelligence, and quirkiness of the sisters 

and their commitment to academic excellence and philanthropy persuaded 
me to join.

Even though a majority of the students at Beloit College aren’t in 
a fraternity or sorority, Greek students have a large and positive presence 
on this campus. They’re not just throwing parties, they’re organizing 
volunteer projects on and off campus, participating in sports, helping 

students as RAs, OLs, TAs, and tutors, and holding major roles in Beloit 

Student Congress and non-Greek clubs. All of the Greek organizations on 

campus put a high emphasis on philanthropy, whether in the city of Beloit 
or for a national organization. In fact, many of the sorority and fraternity 
members exceed the number of volunteer hours that they are required 
to do each semester. Greek organizations on campus encourage their 
members to get out and be involved. If joining a sorority has taught me 
one thing, it is how to manage my time between the sorority, leading Japan 
Club, volunteering, participating in Alliance and BSFFA, schoolwork, 

socializing, and relaxing. 
I have been a proud sister of AST for nearly three semesters. 

Joining a Greek organization has been a tremendously positive influence 

on my development as a student, leader and human being. The students 
of the fraternities and sororities here are driven in both their academics 
and extra-curricular activities; they are friendly, strong-hearted, and just 

plain awesome. There is no other place on campus where I can get to know 
and appreciate women who come from such diverse backgrounds, hold a 
variety of beliefs and interests, and participate in a wide range of extra-

curricular activities. I have been forever grateful to my sisters for loving 
me unconditionally, even through my rougher patches during my college 
career, and I consider them to be my family-away-from-home.

Give Greeks a ChanceGreek tripe

Theta Redecorates!
PHOTO BY NICK STEPHENS.

EDITED BY ERIK MAGNUSON.

Greek Life:Clash of the Titans
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By Nick Mischler  

CONTRIBUTOR

    While BSC was amending the prospective budget for the 
2011-2012 academic year a few weeks ago, BelFast ran out of 
funds. Now, I’m not completely aware of what was approved 
in this year’s BelFast nor the processes in which they are 
judged; nonetheless, I would like to comment on what I do 
know concerning the outcome of this year’s BelFast and give 
some suggestions in the hope to change rather our perceptions 
of the formal proceedings. Having the funds run out only 
three-fourths through the year seems inefficient— unless a 
suitable amount of programming funded by BelFast is planned 
throughout the remainder of the year.  
 From what I’ve heard, however, some of the funds 
granted during the course of the year have been used 
whimsically at best.  Given this, I find it hard to believe that 
the remainder of the year has been planned well.  I believe 
the issue lies, at least in part, with clubs and organizations 
perceiving the need to send a representative to BelFast as 
another chore in operating a club.  I heard it many times 
during my first few weeks at Beloit as the various clubs I 
visited all sought first-years to fill the representative slots: 
“It’s only an hour long,” and “You can do your homework 
while you’re there; they don’t care.”  This implies to these 
prospective club members that these representative roles do 
not need to be taken seriously and that mentality persists 
when they participate in the meetings.
    This perception needs to be avoided. In the case of BelFast, 
we’re talking about the allocation of a large part of the 
student activity fees.  Apathy and indifference on the part of 
the representative body leads to both excessive and abusive 
spending as these students, not realizing the gravity of their 
role, haphazardly approve most of the proposals brought 
before them.  This holds especially true if clubs alternate 
their representatives each week.  Having an alternate in the 
event that the primary representative is unable to participate 
is perfectly fine; having two or three representatives on an 
alternating schedule gives each representative little chance to 
perceive the long term status of the BelFast funds and results 
in short term, excessive spending.
    When it comes to the proposals themselves, it obvious that 
the progress of the total budget should be considered. If we, 
for the ease of the numbers, had $100 to spend over 10 weeks, 
then we wouldn’t want to spend over $10 on average each 
week in order to ensure we would not run short at the end of 
the 10 weeks.  The same strategy should be applied to BelFast 
meetings.  Simply calculate the ideal average spending amount 
per week during the course of the year and inform the entire 
body of the status of the funds as each week progresses.  

By Emma Ammirati 

CONTRIBUTOR

    I love and embrace democracy as if it were 
a jar full of gin and juice. Voting is a great 
way to take an active role in our democratic 
society. This is a privilege that few have 
around the world. Would more people care if 
voting was illegal and there was a dictator of 
the United States?
Last week I became increasingly disappointed 
when many students did not vote in the 
election. Some said, “We’re only here for four 
years. Why does it matter?”  It 
matters because Beloit has one 
of the highest teen pregnancy 
rates in the nation and 33 
percent of children are living 
below the poverty line.
The college employs 
members of the community 
to work for Physical Plant 
or housekeeping, but we do 
not do enough to show our 
appreciation by investing 
ourselves and giving back to 
the community. 
    Many students say that 
Beloit is not their home; this 
is just where they are going to 
school. Most of the students 
I know who say this have 
never been involved with Beloit outside the 
college. I challenge everyone who feels this 
way to volunteer with an organization in the 
community and see if they still feel this way. 

During the week I work with children 
who are directly affected by Wisconsin state 
government decisions, especially those 
that involve the school board. By voting, I 
supported members of the community who 
are dedicated to improving the education 
these children receive as well as their quality 
of life. 

We cannot stay here for four years 
without contributing to this community. This 
is your chance to use your major and apply 
it to the real world. Our inaction solidifies 
the bubble of liberal, white wealth we have 
created for ourselves.

I have trouble understanding the 
argument that a student should not vote 

because he or she is not interested in 
politics. An uneducated voter is certainly 
an unfortunate voter, but it is up to you to 
take initiative and research issues. Politics 
are not supposed to keep us entertained, 
nor are they supposed to take an approach 
that matches up with our interests. I think 
that there are enough horrible things going 
on in the world that “boring” is not quite 
the word to describe our current state of 
affairs. If you are an uninterested voter, you 
should feel uncomfortable with your lack of 
priorities. It is shameful. I doubt those who 

are uninterested in voting 
spend the time understanding 
what it is, exactly, that they 
find so boring. Many people 
also complain about the 
people shouting at them to 
‘get out and vote’. Voting 
should not have a negative 
connotation, is there really a 
way to canvas without being 
confrontational? Without 
canvassing, fewer people 
would be encouraged to 
vote, content to leave things 
as they are. It is important 
to understand the price of 
apathy.

If you honestly vote 
in every single local and state 

election in your home state, then I respect 
that. But if you have not voted yet this year, or 
since the 2008 elections, and say you are not 
voting because you “don’t know the issues,” 
then please, right now, go read a newspaper. 
Find out what is going on and see how it is 
connected to your vote. 
I was unsure whether I wanted to vote myself 
as a registered voter in California; but after 
researching the issues, and joining thousands 
in the protests at the capital, I realized it was 
my obligation to step up and vote for what I 
believe in. As much as I love my hometown, I 
feel a deeper connection with the community 
I live in now. Political apathy is what got 
Scott Walker elected and created the political 
disaster we are in today; before the next 
election take some time to care about your 
community.

ONLY H8RS DON’T VOTE

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

BelFast, where’d the money go?

Contined on page 11, “Where’d the 
Money Go?”
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By Kathleen Hansen

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

    The college admissions  has 

held a tender spot in my heart 

since I applied to schools as a high 

school senior. Since then, I’ve 

found parallels with my college 

applications and experience at 

Beloit. 

    I remember cringing when my 

sister edited my essays, and not 

really applying her suggestions to 

them. In hindsight, I regret this. 

My essays were trite and vague, 

though I thought they were good 

at the time. At Beloit, I have 

worked on my writing a lot and 

discovered the value of editing and 

having others look at my work. 

I regret that it took until my 

fourth semester for me to become 

comfortable using the Writing 

Center. 

    The point of having good essays 

is to get into a good school. I 

didn’t get into a lot of schools that 

I applied to. This was likely due 

to many factors, one of which was 

probably my essays. Yet, through 

the process, I grew a lot. I hung 

out on CollegeConfidential. I 

participated in a thread in which 

several women supported each 

other through waiting for a 

decision from Barnard College. 

    While waiting, I developed 

ideas about college admissions. 

A rejection from a college does 

not reflect upon your self-worth 

or your achievements. Simply, a 

decision has to be made from a 

pool of very qualified applicants 

(but, of course, kudos for being 

accepted to Beloit!). I’m a firm 

believer in the idea that things 

happen for a reason and, even 

if they don’t, it is important to 

develop the strength to always get 

back up. I would not have been 

successful at Barnard. I did not 

have the skill set to live in New 

York City. 

    At Beloit I have gained 

a developed perspective on 

rejection. At first, getting rejected 

from positions, programs, and 

social situations bothered me. 

Yet, I have received considerable 

support from faculty and my 

peers. Most people have been 

open to talking with me about 

a variety of issues. Rejection is 

inevitable in life, and I feel that 

Beloit truly prepared me for this 

reality. In the future, I know that I 

will face rejection. I look forward 

to the learning and growth that I 

have yet to experience. 

 So, class of 2015: have 

faith that you will end up where 

you’re supposed to, whether it 

is at Beloit or at another school. 

Wherever you end up, I hope you 

learn and grow. 

Proposals do not need to be instantly tabled simply 

because the previous week was a bit spending heavy, 

but I believe a well informed body would perceive 

persistent overspending as a sign that greater 

consideration should be given the to presented 

proposals.

    Money is not the only concern; relevancy and 

openness to the entire campus should be merits of a 

good proposal.  To give an example, let us assume that 

eight active members of an Italian Club wished to 

take a tour of authentic Italian restaurants and sample 

various Italian foods.  Regardless of the amount of 

funds the group requests, two issues should already 

be apparent.  First, has the group given any chance 

for non-active club members to participate in the 

trip?  The funds granted to BelFast are a collection of 

activity fees collected from every student; therefore, 

proposed events should be reasonably open to any 

student willing to participate.  Second, while the 

connection between the club and the trip is fairly 

obvious, any educational benefit is not.  A proposal 

outlining the intent to use the trip as a learning 

experience as well as presenting the experience to a 

larger student populace would be a more appropriate 

use of funds compared to a social trip taken purely for 

amusement.

    One representative to BSC, seeing how club after 

club seeking budget amendments continued to 

pull funds from the prospective budget’s increase 

to the BelFast Off-Campus budget, feared that 

these reductions would lead once again to the early 

expiration of BelFast funds in the coming year.  While 

the additional funds granted in the proposed budget 

could possibly assist in extending the life of BelFast, 

I do not believe that more funds alone can solve the 

issue—especially when students might perceive the 

increase of funds as a reason to spend more freely.  

    The issue we should be focusing on is the efficiency 

of allocating funds.  Doing so does not require any 

structural change to the processes under which 

BelFast operates; only a change in the mindset of 

all involved.  Some promise was shown part of the 

way through the year when representatives were 

instructed to present information on the proposals 

given at the week’s meeting to their respective clubs 

or organizations and seek their input.  It is my own 

awareness, brought about by a representative taking 

that instruction to heart, that compels me to write 

in the hope that even greater awareness will improve 

a system doing its best to enrich our 

college experience.

Where’d the Money go?
Continued from page 10.

An Open Letter to Senior Open House 
Prospective Students

By Marissa Berrier 

CONTRIBUTOR

    This piece is a response to a series of protests that have been hurtful to students during my time at Beloit 

College: the most recent, of course, being the posters displayed by the Concerned Students for Policy Change.  

I believe that it behooves those of us who advocate for change on campus to be thoughtful, compassionate, 

and understanding in our efforts. While passion for a cause is all well and good, if we are adversely affecting 

our community when the ends do not justify the means.  

    Passion is important but we have to control it. Blind passion can only hurt a cause and give fodder to 

opponents. There is a difference between ranting to friends and putting up materials for the entire campus to 

see. Many seem to treat The Round Table as they would their blogs and rant, react defensively, and submit work 

that lacks coherency. In my experience with the recent protests over hate speech and last year’s sexual assault 

awareness campaign this seems to be true of much, but not all, of the work submitted.  

    While I understand that some do not take The Round Table seriously as a forum for discussion, I feel that 

submitting works that attack is inappropriate for a serious discussion. If anyone is hoping to prove discussion 

about their issue then they should treat all of their materials seriously, do research on the subject and attempt 

to submit a good, logical, well-written argument. I have never submitted any of my work for public viewing or 

made public statements on an issue until a neutral third party has reviewed it. This piece in particular 

Protests gone too far: an argument against 
sensationalist tactics

Continued on page 12, “Far Gone Protests”
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By Anna Holmquist
CONTRIBUTOR

    When I was approached by Sasha Debevec-McKenney ‘12 to write an opinion piece about the practice 
pianos being moved from Eaton Chapel to the Hendricks Center, she told me she’d previously talked to 
other students.  They were complaining about the pianos, but when she asked them to write something 
for The Round Table, they said they didn’t care that much. People complain a lot, but the 
problem is that hardly anybody does anything; if we want change, we 
have to make it.
    So you can choose.  You can sit here for four 
years, complaining about the Hendricks 
Center and the meal plan and what 
have you.  Or you can try and do 
something about it. Our college 
is only as good as we make it. If 
we all rise together to change 
something, we cannot be 
stopped.
    The first thing I want to 
change is the piano situation.  
The Hendricks Center was 
a generous donation.  It’s great 
that we have a new facility to use.  But 
there are some fundamental problems 
that indicate the situation was not well 
thought out:

1. There are no drinking fountains downstairs by the practice rooms.
2. We’ve been warned against walking downtown by ourselves at night.  
3. The Hendricks Center closes at 10 p.m.  After that, students have to use the piano in Pearsons 

or one of the residential-side pianos, of which there are only a few, none of which are well-
maintained.

4. The practice rooms in Eaton are sitting empty and idle.
5. The Hendricks Center is farther away.  I used to be able to stop into Eaton between classes or 

after lunch for 15 minutes of playing.  That’s impossible now.
    When I visited Ann Davies last semester to chat about the movement of the pianos, she assured me 
that in a few years, it wouldn’t matter, since no one would remember when the pianos were in Eaton 
Chapel. She seemed to think it was an issue of laziness. I assure you, I am not concerned about walking 
a bit farther. It is quality of space and safety than concern me, along with the distinct feeling that this 
move was not well thought out.
    I want some pianos put back into Eaton Chapel in addition to the ones in the Hendricks Center. I 
want the practice rooms in Eaton open until eleven. I want the pianos on the residential side, such as 
the one in Aldrich, fixed and maintained. 
    Pianos have to be available for students to use. A piano is not something that can be stuck in a dorm 
room or brought from home. If Beloit doesn’t provide easy access to good pianos, they make it much 
more difficult for students to practice and do their homework. It is essential that we provide easy access 
to quality pianos for all students.

has been reviewed several times by students 
and staff in order to make it as calm, rational, 
logical, coherent, and un-inflammatory as 
possible considering the topic. I have also read 
all of the material available.  
    As activists, we have a responsibility to check 
our facts, cite our sources, and place things 
in context. It is inappropriate to use quotes, 
percentages, facts, and, stories out of context. 
Furthermore, hearsay and rumors should be 
avoided as much as possible. In dealing with 
charged topics such as sexual assault or racism 
we must pay special attention to how victims 
feel about our messages. Above all else there 
must be a calm discussion, not a charged flurry 
of propaganda. We must be responsible in our 
protests and consider how our protest will 
effect the entire campus environment. How 
will professors view our activism? How will the 
cleaning and food service staff, whose members 
come from many minority groups, feel about 
our actions?   
    To those who have protested in the past 
and those who plan to in the future, I ask that 
you conduct yourselves with decorum and 
that you accept responsibility for your actions. 
Do not act with blind passion, but seek to 
provoke thought. Be passionate, stand up for 
your beliefs, but do not trample over others’ 
feelings to do so. It is insensitive at best and 
hypocritical at worst to demand others modify 
their behavior based on your feelings while 
informing them that you do not care about 
theirs.   
    It is unfortunate that these campaigns were 
conducted in the way they were; these issues are 
important and should be discussed productively.  
If the Concerned Students host a forum, I plan 
to attend. I don’t like the methods they used 
to get my attention, but I care about hearing 
what they are trying to say. However, it will be 
very difficult to have a forum about racial issues 
on campus without the aftereffects of these 
protests tainting the discussion. People will 
remember what upset them and the result will 
be illogical and angry, instead of well thought 
out. The sensationalist and inappropriate 
activism is what is being discussed, not the 
issues themselves, and that is the real shame. 

Far Gone Protests Practice pianos MIAContinued from page 11.

SAD PIANO. BY MACKENZIE KURTZ.
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Comedian in 
Java Joint this Saturday!

This Saturday, April 16, at 9pm, comedian Michael Palascak (PAL-a-sack) will be giving a special stand-up 
performance in Java Joint. Michael, a 20-something comedian from the Midwest, draws from his lifelong 
experiences of living at home with his parents, dorm life, and frequent trips to the local Dunkin’ Donuts.
Michael’s likeable, innocent persona allows audiences to really appreciate the simple humor in their own 
lives...and also to laugh a lot. Michael has performed at clubs and colleges all around the country. He has 
also trained in sketch and improv classes at The Second City in Chicago, iO, and Annoyance Theater, where 
he debuted his one-person sketch show Pursuing Happiness: A bunch of scenes about people that moved out of their 

parents’ house, got a real job, and got married. Performed by a guy who didn’t. His many recent television appearances 
have included Comedy Central’s Live at Gotham, The Tonight Show, and the Late Show with David Letterman. 
Opening the show on Saturday will be Beloit College student comedian Jacob Williams, who recently 
performed in Las Vegas on two different Showtime special tapings this year, with performers including Pauly 
Shore, Nick Cannon, Tom Green and Andy Dick. The show on Saturday is free and open to students, staff 
and friends of Beloit College, and is made possible by Programming Board. 

Round Table 
Staff Playlist

(Ever wondered what the staff listened to whilst they toiled 

devotedly over your beloved paper? it might not be pretty, we 

might not be proud--just kidding, we’re totally proud-- but at 

least we’re owning up to it. Bert probably doesn’t endorse this. 

He’s actually probably a little butt hurt about it.)

0. Sex Syrup-- Slick Mahoney ft. Yung Humma (Track O’ 
the Night, played repeatedly... even Bert likes this one.)

1. Lovestoned--Justin Timberlake
2. Ms. Officer-- Lil Wayne

3. Say My Name--Destiny’s Child
4. La Loba (Da Remix) --Shakira

5. B*tch-- Meredith Brooks
6. I’m Like A Bird-- Nelly Furtado

7. Respect--Aretha Franklin
8. Bye Bye Bye-- N Sync
9. Glamorous-- Fergie

10. Cavities-- Flynt Flossy
11. Blame It-- Jamie Foxx

12. Baby Come on Over--Samantha Mumba
13. Dance With Me--112

14. Peaches n’ Cream--112
15. F*ck the Pain Away--Peaches
16. Sexual Eruption--Snoop Dogg

17. Summer Nights-- Grease
18. Circle of Life-- Lion King/Disney

19. Hero (Eurotrash Remix)--Enrique Iglesias
20. I’ll Make a Man Out of You--Mulan/Disney
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By Bert Connelly
A&E EDITOR

Sleeping Baby Wakes Up and Jams to 
“Waka Flocka”
 My children are going to be 
raised on a steady diet of violent hip-
hop and David Lynch movies. Is it 
possible for child services to take away 
my hypothetical children? Anyways, this 
video depicts how I will wake up my 
children every day for their entire lives: 
aka the musical stylings of Waka Flocka 
Flame. Was I deprived as a child, and 
am I just realizing this now? No, Waka 
Flocka wasn’t making music when I was a 
baby. Kids these days just have it so easy.

SEX SYRUP – Slick Mahony ft. Yung 
Humma
 Does it top “Lemme Smang It?” 
Probably not. But is it a more constructive 
use of your time than whatever you 
are doing right now? Of course it is. 
Everything that Turquoise Jeep Music, 
the studio that also brought you “Fried 
or Fertilized,” produces automatically 
becomes my favorite song. Also, seeing a 
girl dancing on a stack of pancakes while 
syrup is being poured on them is a rare 
treat. Not intrigued yet? Want some 
cleavage cake? Yung Humma does. I love 
the Internet.

Best Movie Ending of All Time
 This is a clip of a movie ending, 
duh. Whether or not the rest of this 
movie exists I cannot say, but I can say 
that I don’t care. One would think that 
a mustachioed man being blown into 
a million pieces by a handheld rocket 

launcher would be climax enough, but 
clearly visuals could not do the rest of the 
story justice, because it is summarized in 
a paragraph onscreen. Poetry in cinematic 
motion. A true masterpiece committed 
to celluloid for the world’s betterment. 

Kid Reviews Fruit Gushers
 Youtube is a place where 
people with no discernable talents or 
skills can become famous for exploiting 
their lack of prowess in various areas. 
This is frequently seen in areas such 
as singing, balancing and not freaking 
out. Occasionally though, we see a true 
visionary working to promote culinary 
decisions. This is not one of those times. 
This is a video of a chubby kid reviews 
fruit gushers. After he stares into the 
camera of his computer, shovels six fruit 
flavored confections into his mouth and 
describes the juice that is exploding into 
his mouth, he tells you to go out and buy 
gushers. Sh*t, invest stock.

Shopping Cart Race Goes As Expected
 As far as titles go, this is a great 
one. Four idiots enter, four idiots leave. 
So really, we all win and Darwin is proven 
wrong, once again. You can do stupid, 
moronic things to yourself and be totally 
fine. I thought I disproved that monkey-
loving hooligan when I was a little kid. 
I used to play a game with my neighbor 
where we would get our tricycles and ride 
them down huge hills while we stood on 
the handlebars. Really it’s a shame no 
one had a video camera because we could 
have been Internet famous by now. That’s 
commendable right? Right? 

Out of Context Professor Quote 

(with context)
Sam Braun ’12 explained to Tom McBride in front of the 
class that Gus Graves ’12 was in Paris visiting his girlfriend to 
which Professor McBride said, “Well, Mr. Graves must know 
that sex is fun.” Upon the completion of this sentence, Tom 
McBride winked.

Viral Video Review

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

Clara Baker ‘ 13 & Steven Jackson ‘12 entertain the masses at 
Music @ Celeb Saturday April 9th. IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS 



All Greek BBQ
This Sunday night IFPC is hosting an all Greek 

BBQ in the 609 quad between 5-7 pm. For $4 you 
can indulge in traditional BBQ items like hot dogs 

and burgers, with veggie options and sweet dessert 
treats available as well . All money raised will go 

towards a local charity.  Plus, if you have a prospie 
interested in Greek life bring them along too. Come 
get deeeellliccious food on Sunday night for cheap.

Btyb: ifpc.

Habitat for Humanity 

Shanty Towns
At this event, students and campus organizations are 

encouraged to participate by spending the night in a 

box provided by Habitat. This is an event whose purpose 

is to raise awareness about homelessness in the Beloit 

Community. 

This event will be held in Chapin Quad from Friday, April 

22 at 10 p.m. to Saturday, April 23 at 8 a.m.

$2 suggested donation per participant. These funds will 

go towards constructing a Habitat house for a family in 

the Beloit Community.

Saturday, April 16
Environmental Hygiene workshop - Because you smell 

bad, the OEC has thoughtfully procured funds to help 
you make your very own Ball jar full of  feel-good, 
smell-good, carcinogenic-free deodorant! In case of  
rain, we’ll hump it on back to the homestead (the 
OEC)! 2-3 p.m. - Chapin Quad Gazebo

Sunday, April 17
Trash Pick-up - Be the ultimate employee for the 
earth, come to OEC and join a proud army of  
environmentalists picking up trash around cam-
pus and the neighborhood - 2 p.m. - OEC

Hootenanny and Potluck - Bring your favorite 
dish and your shiniest singing voice to the po-
etry garden and we’ll party ‘til the cows come 
home...or at least until security politely asks 
us to “keep it down a little.” If  the weather is 
foul retreat to the OEC house - 6:30 p.m. - 
Poetry Garden - Bring prospies!

Monday, April 18
BYO-Cup to Milkshake Monday - No plastic 
cups are going to be provided, so bring your 
own! 8-10 p.m. - Maurer Link

Meditation - 4-5 p.m. - Pearsons Quad

Tuesday, April 19
Nature photography contest - 5-6 p.m. - 
Chapin Quad Gazebo (OEC in case of  rain) 
- Submissions due to Elizabeth Makarewicz 
via email by 9 p.m. on Sunday, April 17.

Camping - Contact Brian Shobe

Wednesday, April 20
Spring Day!

Outdoor Yoga - 4-5 p.m. - Pearsons Quad

OEC meeting with Rob Baller - 8-9 p.m. - OEC

Thursday, April 21
Metal Recycling Plant Tour - TBA

Friday, April 22
Earth Day - All Day - Everywhere!

TGIF - 4-7 p.m. - Chapin Quad
Bike Ride to Nygren and Dairy Haus - 4 p.m. OEC

Michael Jackson Party - 11 p.m.-2 a.m. - OEC

Earth 
Week 

Sched-
ule


