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Students slumbering for solidarity bunk down in the Science Center atrium.
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By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER
    
    At precisely 7:01 p.m. on a frosty Monday 
night, Beloit Student Congress was called to 
order. Right off the bat, committee reports 
offered a gosh-danged goldmine of information, 
and Club Oversight Committee stood out as this 
evening’s shining star. For example, COO is in 
the process of yearly club oversight and review. 
“You may have a COO member sitting in on your 
club meeting,” warned Abigail Bohstedt’13, chair 
of COO. In other COO news, the committee 
just granted Education Club full club status.
    Gender-Neutral Housing was the topic of this 
week’s forum. Residential Life Committee Chair 
Ben Schechter’11, back from a two-week hiatus 
with a spanking new coiffure to 
show for it, led discussion.
    Gender-Neutral Housing 
is a pilot project established 
last year that provides safe 
and comfortable housing 
for individuals with non-
conforming gender identities. 
Gender Neutral Housing 
is currently offered in the 
second floor suites of 815, the 
third floor of Wood Towers B 
and C, and the third floor 
of Bushnell.
At the beginning of 
the year, there were 
five open rooms on 
gender-neutral floors. 
Considering the 
current housing 
crunch that has 
forced first-year 
students into 
five or six-person living spaces, this underutilized 
space is a problem, and Residential Life is 
considering scaling back the program. Schechter 
asked students for their input and perspectives.
    Several students pointed out that Gender-
Neutral Housing is poorly advertised on campus, 
and that more publicity may help fill up those 
rooms. Schechter said that specific information 
about Gender-Neutral Housing will be available 
to all students in the room lottery booklet this 
semester.
    Students suggested opening Gender-Neutral 
Housing to first semester first-years, who are 
currently ineligible for the program. Residential 
Life will consider changing this policy as well 
as making other changes when they review the 
program next fall. Although first-years are not 
eligible applicants, those on overflow housing 
lists are considered for surplus Gender-Neutral 
Housing rooms.
    Students inquired about abuses of the Gender-
Neutral Housing system, such as boyfriends and 
girlfriends living together under the sex-blind 
policy. Schechter reported that he knew of one 

or two rooms being used in this way, but that the 
majority of the rooms are being used according 
to the rules.
    The general sentiment was that Gender-Neutral 
Housing needs more time before undergoing 
major changes--it is still only a pilot project after 
all. Schechter urged students to get in touch with 
him by email (schechter@beloit.edu) for further 
questions or discussion. “It’s my job to listen to 
what you have to say,” he said.  “And I also think 
you’re pretty fantastic.”
    After the forum, we waived the break, which is 
always a good feeling.
The first order of business was the long-awaited 
election by-law changes, presented by James 
McQuaid’11 of Elections Committee. Three 

changes were proposed: 1) applications for 
student government candidates will now 
primarily be filled out and collected online, 
rather than at the Student Activities Office; 
2) Elections Committee will have the option 
of making applications available earlier 
than the Monday before semester break; 3) 
Candidate platforms are now limited to 200 

words.
The changes were 

h e a r t i l y 
approved 
and we 
moved on 
the next 

and final order of business: Re-election 
of the Communications Coordinator. 

The Communications Coordinator is the 
link between the Executive Board and the 

student body. As such, he or she attends 
both Executive Board and BSC meetings, 
and makes the weekly BSC sign that’s always 
getting blown down outside Pearsons. (The 
other day I spent like five minutes trying to 

prop it back up and get the paper set straight 
in the frame. I finally succeeded, and headed 
into Pearsons for a victory lunch at DK’s. As 
I walked inside, I heard the sandwich board 
clatter to the concrete--foiled again.)  Overall, 
the Communications Coordinator “can make it 
so people out there respect people in here,” said 
Rich Steffensmeier, Vice President and Executive 
Board Chair.
    The position was explained and Executive 
Board called for nominations. After several 
minutes of awkward silence in which no one 
made eye contact with anyone else, David 
Feldman was nominated. As the only nominee, 
the power was in Feldman’s hands. He explained 
he was busy this semester, but would be willing to 
do it if the time commitment was not too heavy. 
Executive Board assured him it was a maximum 
commitment of two to three hours per week--and 
he would get a key to the BSC office. That was 
all Feldman needed to hear; he accepted the key 
and the position and was promptly placard-voted 
into office. Good luck with that sign, David.

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

Dr. DeGruy: Post-traumatic slave syndrome
By Kidiocus Carroll
CONTRIBUTOR

    On February 25, Beloit College hosted Dr. Joy DeGruy of Portland 
State University, who spoke on her book “Post Traumatic Slave 
Syndrome - America’s Legacy of Enduring Injury and Healing.”  The 
event was the last in a series sponsored by Beloit’s Black Student 
Union (BSU) in honor of black history month and was open to 
students and the Beloit community.  
    Dr. DeGruy condensed a ten-week course at Portland State 
University on the Atlantic slave trade, the obstacles that African-
Americans faced as a result of the slave trade, and the adaptive 
behaviors that African-Americans needed to survive in a repressive 
society into an interactive two-hour lecture. 
    Dr. DeGruy was a powerful speaker who drew in audience members 
with her descriptive language, personal anecdotes and powerful 
images.  Her encouragement of audience participation motivated 
members to become engaged; sounds and nods of agreements could 
be heard and seen around the room. Dr. DeGruy’s message was 
simple: African-Americans still bear the scars of the horrific two-
century holocaust that they endured, and of the horrors that ensued 
afterwards in the form of lynching and systematic abuse.  That abuse 
became institutionalized and still exists in the form of the education 
gap and health care, housing and job disparities.  
    Dr. DeGruy iterated that we do not live in a post-racial society, as 
some are predisposed to believe, and that African Americans suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder, thereby answering the question 
of why race relations remain an issue to this day.  
    Dr. DeGruy ended with a simple message of hope: the healing 
process has begun and will continue. BSU plans to hold one or more 
showings of her talk during the week following spring break.

BSC Report: Gender-neutral housing! Bylaws! Coordination!

By Nick Stephens
PHOTO EDITOR
    
    Since Monday evening Beloit College students have occupied 
the atrium of the Science Center in recognition and support of the 
Madison protesters, who oppose the budget repair bill introduced 
by Republican Gov. Scott Walker.  Students have established their 
presence in an effort to circulate information on campus and create a 
nexus from which to organize plans of action.  Current efforts include 
24-hour occupation of the Science Center, daily rideshares to and from 
Madison, open discussion forums, communal dinners, guest speakers, 
and a running newsfeed. 
    The movement has faced mixed support amongst students, several of 
whom have voiced their uncertainty of the appropriateness of occupying 
the Science Center atrium in opposition to Walker’s budget repair 
bill. Darrah Chavey, associate professor of mathematics and computer 
science, stayed with the student protesters during the second and third 
nights. “I think it’s really great to see students coming together for a 
positive cause,” he said. John Winkelmann, associate dean of students 
and director of residential life, echoed similar sentiments.
    Security is generally required to oust students from academic buildings 
after 2 A.M.  The first night of the occupation, students complied with 
a security guard’s request to vacate; however, they’ve been permitted to 
stay if they are accompanied by a professor. 
    Clara Baker ’13 remarked, “What’s going on now is beyond just a 
political statement about the bill, it’s now about a place where students 
and faculty members can have a community and an open forum to 
discuss any sort of issue, political or otherwise, that Beloit students 
face.”  Steven Jackson ‘12 said that he was in support of the physical 
presence on campus, but worried that the focus on the use of the 
Science Center was becoming a distraction.
     Spring Break begins this weekend, during which it’s likely that 
the student coalition won’t maintain as active of a presence in the 
building.

Slumber party for solidarity
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By Max Olin & Clay Schmidt

CONTRIBUTORS

On February 11, 2011, Wisconsin State Governor 
Scott Walker introduced his “Budget Repair Bill.” 
An immediate press release from the governor’s 
office states that, “An emergency measure is needed 
to balance the state budget and give government the 
tools to manage during economic crisis. The state 
of Wisconsin is facing an immediate deficit of $137 
million for the current fiscal year which ends July 1.” 
    Since February 11, downtown Madison has peacefully 
erupted into a protest epicenter, 14 Democratic 
senators from all over Wisconsin 
may or may not be anywhere in 
the United States, and Governor 
Walker has not only been 
prank called but also asked to 
leave a restaurant in downtown 
Madison. 
    Glenn Beck is convinced 
communists are manipulating 
protestors in Madison while 
Jon Stewart has deemed the 
protestors the antithesis of the 
Tea Party. However, both of 
these commentators and the 
sensational news reports coming 
out of Madison are focusing on 
the protestors rather than the fundamental proposals 
of the bill as a whole. Understanding the bill is essential 
to understanding the protest. 
    A lot of the rhetoric surrounding the protests 
focuses on the pay and benefit cuts effecting public 
workers under the proposed bill. Walker himself has 
framed the bill as a purely financial manner. “Bringing 
government employee benefits closer to the private 
sector… [will] result in savings of approximately $30 
million in the remaining few months of the current 
fiscal year.” However, the unions have tried to make it 
explicitly clear that they are willing to compromise by 
taking the proposed cuts but are unwilling to accept 
the aspects of the bill that deconstruct collective 
bargaining.
    As a whole, the bill contains 36 distinct items, but 
only 14 directly affect the state’s general fund, leaving 
22 potentially questionable items. Upon examining 
the bill, there are five separate issues that it addresses: 
health services, public employee benefits, management 
of state employees, collective bargaining, and no-bid 
sales of power plants and University of Wisconsin 
property. 

    In regards to health services and 

Governor “Walk”-ing All Over Union Members
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Hana Skoblow
STAFF WRITER

   “This American Life” broadcaster Ira Glass announced 
that he and his producers have cracked one of America’s 
biggest mysteries: they have discovered the original Coca-
Cola recipe. Rumors surrounding the secrecy claim that 
only two people at a time are entrusted with half of the 
recipe each. The NPR workers stumbled upon the recipe 
in a 1979 edition of the Atlanta-Journal Constitution and 
confirmed its legitimacy by matching it with a recipe found 
in the journal of Coca-Cola inventor John Pemberton, held 
in the company’s own archives. Because the recipe has 
changed over the years, amounts of various oils (orange, 
lemon, nutmeg) must be reduced and sugar replaced by 
high fructose corn syrup to yield nearly the same flavor as 
current Coca-Cola. 
       Brigham Young University dismissed their star basketball 
player, center Brandon Davies, on Mar. 2. for violating the 
school’s honor code by engaging in premarital sex with his 
girlfriend. The university is owned by The Church of Jesus 
Christ and Latter-day Saints, the code mandates that its 
students “be honest, live a chaste and virtuous life, obey 
all law and campus policies, use clean language, respect 
others, abstain from alcoholic beverages, tobacco, tea, 
coffee and substance abuse, participate regularly in church 
services...” and more.     
   Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, his sons, and senior 
aides will be under investigation for crimes against 
humanity. Luis Moreno-Ocampo, chief prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court, announced that, “No one 
had the right to massacre civilians,” after Gaddafi launched 
an air raid on the town of Brega. His other injustices 
include allegedly killing 257 people in Benghazi within five 
days, and killing 26 people in three neighboring towns, as 
well as 14 protestors in Misrata. 
    Fox News’ “The O’Reilly Factor” featured a discussion 
on the Madison protests on Feb. 28. While a reporter 
from the station, Mike Tobin, was being filmed outside 
the capitol building, the channel aired footage of violent, 
out-of-control crowds screaming for pro-union rights. 
The protesters, however, are wearing short-sleeved shirts 
on a street lined with palm trees, despite the fact that 
Wisconsin’s weather has been below freezing for most 
of the winter. The station claims that because they never 
explicitly stated the segment was shot in Madison, they 
had no intentions of deceiving their viewers.

Sources: “This American Life,” USA Today, Chicago Sun-Times, BBC

benefit packages, Governor Walker is proposing to 
institute three agencies to oversee studies on how to 
potentially consolidate group packages and increase 
contributions towards these and retirement benefits. 
A recent study by the Economic Policy Institute found 
that even taking health plans and retirement benefits 
into consideration, private employees make more on 
average than public employees. An overlooked item 
pertaining to medical assistance studies the opportunity 
they create for secretary of the Department of Health, 
an appointee of the Governor, to cut medical benefits 
to poor people. The current Secretary of the Dept. of 
Health is a former employee of a very conservative 

think tank.
    In regards to Governor-appointed 
positions, there is a provision in 
the bill that allows the governor to 
replace classified positions as he sees 
fit, something that would drastically 
undermine the civil service system. 
Also in regards to the management 
of public employees, the Governor 
would have the ability to terminate 
persons who fail to do a number of 
things, one of them being absent 
from work three days in a row. This 
would solidify unions’ or other 
public employees’ inability to strike 
after the bill is passed.

    The issue causing the most controversy is the 
elimination of the collective bargaining rights of 
public employees. This removes a union’s ability 
to collectively negotiate with the state for income, 
benefits, and work conditions, effectively rendering 
the unions superfluous and removing the incentives 
for people to join unions in the first place. With the 
sheer size of the unions’ constituencies, it would 
render voiceless entire demographics of predominantly 
working-class citizens. The main objective of collective 
bargaining is to consolidate and package the concerns 
of a group of persons so that they may be more easily 
represented on larger, governmental scales. There are 
no other lobbying groups in the United States that are 
comprised of the same stratified demographics. 
    Another critical provision of the bill allows for 
no-bid sales of state-owned power plants. This has 
concerned some because two large supporters of 
Walker’s campaign were the libertarian Koch brothers, 
who already own a number of power plants in WI. 
The Department of Administration controls who 
can buy the power plants and the amount for which 
they sell; they only need the approval of the building 
commission.

IMAGE BY MACKENZIE KURTZ
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opinions...

By William Harris & Malcolm Yates
CONTRIBUTORS

    It would be dialectical to say I am both for 

and against the recent vandalism of Aldrich. The 

attack of Feb. 22 carried with it a noble spirit, a 

quiet intention that has the latent potential to 

shake the institution’s foundations. Already we 

have a response, and it’s typically reactionary; 

Reslife is, I’d like to think, sh*tting its pants. 

    But it’s not sh*tting its pants for the right 

reasons, for those haven’t been provided yet. 

Aldrich (That obscene hall of decadence! That 
hotel with bellhops, wake-up calls, cocktail 
hours!) was hardly touched by the attack; as 
far as I’m aware, the building still stands. The 

strike bordered on the apolitical in its softness, 

in its comedy and silliness. The attack was 

conducted as if it were a thing of play, a mere 

romp among boys, flushing toilets and giggling, 
splashing merrily in the toilet water. No, this 

was not the right attack, but that’s not to say 

By Claire Hof
CONTRIBUTOR

    I don’t understand what is entertaining or funny about 

vandalism.  I often ask myself that question after reading 

security reports about vandalism on campus.  C-Haus’ door 
is spray-painted.  A jar of pickles poured across a couch.  
Overstuffed furniture slashed.  Writing on walls and stalls 
in permanent marker.  Tires on a car slashed.  Pee in the 

elevator.  Door decorations ripped down.  Advertisements on 

the walls of a hallway burned.  Fire extinguishers tampered 

with.  Toilets intentionally clogged and overflowed.
    Why is that fun?  How is that entertaining?  I don’t 
understand.  College is a time to take ownership of one’s 

surroundings.  Why, on a campus where a variety of issues 
are passionately and respectfully pursued, do I see such 

disrespect toward our immediate surroundings?  I witness 
students rallying against the repair bill, raising funds for 

the Heifer Project, taking a stand against sexual assault, 
coordinating a pen-pal system with those incarcerated, and 
raising awareness about AIDS in Africa.  But then I witness 

lounges disrespected, posters written on or ripped down, 

buildings adorned with graffiti, and community areas used 
as restrooms.

     This campus cares deeply about raising awareness on 

social justice issues, raising a voice for those who don’t have 

William Russell Yates Battles William Russell Yates on Aldrich Vandalism

Aldrich vandalism harms the whole campus

Dear Reslife:

    What’s your deal? Have you ever heard of artistic expression? 
I live in Aldrich. I get the e-mails. I see the: “Lounge furniture 

being turned over, placed on the elevator, moved elsewhere; food 

sprinkled on the carpet and/or floor; wooden chairs displaced; 
bathroom toilets intentionally clogged with wrappers, etc., and then 

flushed to the point of flooding the bathrooms; housekeeping materials 
(plungers, buckets) thrown around the bathrooms…” 
    And I’m like right on, man. Way to manipulate banal 
household items into a profoundly beautiful, interactive work 

of art, addressing the tyranny of quiet uniformity poisoning 

our nations’ core identity.

    But you don’t see that, do you? No. You don’t. All you have 

to say is “stop destroying school property, stop disseminating 

bodily fluids, stop making foul, unnecessary work for an 
already maltreated and underpaid housekeeping staff.”
    Blah, blah blah. You squares need to chill out. I mean, 
what’s next? Are you gonna insist that I wipe down the library 
printers after I make photocopies of my penis? F(*&ing 
fascists.

   William Russell Yates is an amalgamation 

of the thoughts and ideas of a William and a a Yates.
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one, and raising the amount of respect shown toward 

individual decisions.  I fear, though, that we have also 

raised the level of tolerance toward incivilities on our 

own campus.  Every time someone commits an act of 

vandalism, a community is affected.  This can be the 
residents who have lounges abused, professors who 

have their buildings spray painted, or clubs who have 

posters torn down.  Then there is the community that 

performs the clean-up after the fact.  Housekeeping and 
Physical Plant work hard every day to help maintain 

a positive living and learning community on campus.  

When individuals commit acts of vandalism, they are 
not considering who has to clean up the mess.  Our 

housekeepers and Physical Plant workers should be 

a group of people to whom we raise our glasses, not a 

group for which we raise the amount of work they have 

to complete.

    With the exception of Aldrich residents, Aldrich Hall 
is not accessible to the campus community right now.  

Some students expect the benefits of adulthood but do 
not consider repercussions of actions.  Unfortunately, 

those few students’ actions are affecting the entire 
campus community.

Claire Hof is a Beloit College Hall Director who works in Res 

Life and lives in Aldrich Hall
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opinions...

By Sasha Debevec-
McKenney
OPINION EDITOR

    Here at Beloit College I am always 
surrounded by white people. In my 
classes, I am consistently the only 
black person. When I eat lunch with 
friends or show up for meetings, I 
don’t see many people who look 
like me. But for some reason, last 
Friday when Dr. Joy DeGruy gave 
her lecture on Post Traumatic Slave 
Syndrome, there were hardly any 
white people to be found.  It was 
the first time in two years on this 
campus that I’ve been somewhere 
where African Americans were the 
majority, and it felt good. But then 
I had this sinking feeling. Why 
did only a few of my white friends 
come to Dr. DeGruy’s talk? Where 
were the rest of them? Did they just 
need alone time after a hard week 
of insignificant problems? It was 
on a Friday night, after all—maybe 
they were already drinking and 
having fun. Maybe they just didn’t 
want to deal with the guilt. Maybe 
they didn’t go because they didn’t 
think that slavery had anything to 
do with them.
    Dr. DeGruy’s lecture, “Post 
Traumatic Slave Syndrome: 
America’s Legacy of Enduring 
Injury and Healing” is about how 
institutions like science, religion, 
education, politics and the media 
have perpetrated stereotypes about 
blacks that have held steadfast, 
even after the end of slavery. Dr. 
DeGruy, a professor at Portland State 
University, showed us how over the centuries, whites 
have attempted to remove their cognitive dissonance 
and prove to themselves that it’s okay to treat the black 
community poorly. For instance, it was a lot easier to 
rape a slave woman if you believed that, because of 
the size of her butt and her lips, she was inherently 
promiscuous and therefore could not be raped. In the 
same vein, the belief that blacks required less sleep than 
whites made it easier for slave owners to overwork their 

slaves. Her talk also showed us the results 
of that sort of thought in our present-

White People Mysteriously Absent from Black History Month Event

day community. Over the course of her lecture, Dr. 
DeGruy would often show us something particularly 
heartbreaking, like photos of a lynching and then 
sarcastically say, “But how come you people can’t just 
pull yourself up by your bootstraps?” It stung, and kept 
reminding me that this college is filled with people who 
don’t believe that racism is a problem because they’ve 
never had to deal with it.
    The audience, myself included, was moved to tears 
on multiple occasions. A lot of the connections she 
made were mind blowing for me even though I am 

half-African American. They would 
have been even more mind-blowing 
for, perhaps, an upper-middle-class 
white kid from the Chicago suburbs 
who only saw the black people that 
got bussed in from the inner city—
but alas, most of them were too busy 
to make it. Dr. Degruy’s talk made 
me realize that I have been ignorant 
of how engrained racism is in our 
country—even though every day I 
walk into a classroom and don’t look 
like everybody else. Ignorant, even 
though on the weekends drunk girls 
come up to me and tell me they’ve 
never seen hair like mine and touch 
it without asking.  
    Black History Month just passed 
and for some reason, none of my 
professors mentioned it, nobody 
wrote anything about it for the 
Round Table, and the only well-
publicized event I noticed was Dr. 
DeGruy’s lecture. I can’t say why 
there weren’t that many white 
people at her talk, but I can tell 
you why I went. I went because I 
feel that it is my duty to understand 
my history and my heritage. Maybe 
some of the white students didn’t 
come because they aren’t black 
and didn’t care. But that attitude is 
unacceptable, and they should care. 
    Dr. DeGruy’s talk made me realize 
how important Black History 
Month is on this campus, and that 
it should be more widely celebrated. 
If it were, then maybe white people 
here would feel as though they 
had a reason to learn about black 

history. Yes, some of black history is 
ugly, and brutal, but so much of it is beautiful. So much 
of it is inspiring, and that’s the idea Dr. DeGruy ends 
with—that “black people are a miracle” because we’ve 
gotten as far as we have without any help. That isn’t 
to say that some help wouldn’t be nice, because racism 
isn’t a problem to be scoffed at. But in order for whites 
to understand what the problems are and change the 
ways they act, they need to be willing to go to talks like 
Dr. DeGruy’s and learn. Apparently, at Beloit College, 
most of them just aren’t willing to do that.

Dr. Joy DeGruy speaks out on slavery, PHOTO BY ROLAND MALIVERT
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God Might Hate F@gs, 

But He Sure Loves America

By David Bender

CONTRIBUTOR

    As a clinic volunteer for Planned Parenthood of Illinois, and the co-founder of the Advocates 
for Choice group on the Beloit College campus, I feel I have the right to an opinion on the matter 
of abortion. I’ve seen first-hand the struggle that women go through when choosing to have an 
abortion, and it is no easy choice. But there is no post-abortion trauma syndrome to which the author 
of the commentary refers in terms of “stress, anxiety, and depression.” Any credible psychology or 
psychiatry journal will attest to that simple fact.
    What I do want to make a response to is the fact that this “all-out war on women” is not just about 
women. The millions of men that enter the doors of Planned Parenthood clinics all over the United 

States are going to be affected by 
the federal government’s attempt 
to eliminate Title X family 
planning funding for Planned 
Parenthood. I am not only a 
Planned Parenthood volunteer, 
but a patient too, and the care 
I’ve received there can be found 
elsewhere, but there is so much 

more than just that care. There is the passion that the doctors, employees, and volunteers have that 
make any Planned Parenthood clinic a safe place to discuss human issues that some consider to be 
the most personal. Title X funding, which is the funding that is now at risk of being cut due to a bill 
now in the hands of the Senate, has nothing to do with abortion funding, and I do think people are 
starting to realize that. Title X addresses not just women, but “all persons desiring such services” 
(Public Law 91-572, §2). In fact, nowhere in the legal text is there mention of gender. Men may not 
be able to bear children, 
but they do require 
preventative medicine 
and education about 
human sexuality that 
will allow them to make 
proper choice in regards 
to their own actions, and 
the fertility of both their 
partner and themselves.
    In regards to the so-
called “documented 
evidence” of corruption within Planned Parenthood, I hesitate to even bring attention to it, as the 
evidence is highly edited, and is there simply to create controversy. I do not want to feed into it.
    I’ll end this with a quote from the open letter to Congress signed by millions of Americans 
and me: “Know that we stand together today against this outrageous assault, and together we 
will not lose.” If you stand with Planned Parenthood too, you can sign this letter at: 

i s t a n d w i t h p l a n n e d p a r e n t h o o d . o r g .

We’re Hurting Too:

Why Planned Parenthood is 

necessary for everyone

By Ian Hedges

STAFF WRITER

    On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the 
Westboro Baptist Church could continue protesting 
funerals without civil penalties. If you do not know 
much about the Westboro Baptist Church, they are 
the Baptist-based group who hold up signs across the 
country saying, “Thank God for dead soldiers” and 
“God Hates Fags.” The court’s 8-1 decision in favor of 
the Westboro Baptist Church highlighted that even if 
speech is inflammatory or irreprehensible, our country 
must yield to the First Amendment and allow public 
debate on all issues. Chief Justice John Roberts, author 
of the majority opinion, wrote, “Speech is powerful. It 
can stir people to action, move them to tears of both 
joy and sorrow, and—as it did here—inflict great pain. 
On the facts before us, we cannot react to that pain by 
punishing the speaker.” 
    For the first time since Chief Justice Roberts 
began his tenure on the bench, I agree with him on 
something. Yes, I am a gay man, and some might know 
me as a member of the Church of Cher, but I believe 
that gay rights are based on civil rights such as free 
speech. The language and hate spewed by the Westboro 
Baptist Church is completely inhumane and devoid 
of compassion, but Chief Justice Roberts is right. We 
must not squash public debate on this issue. Why? 
Because without it, no one would realize the vitriolic 
and discriminatory motives behind the Westboro’s 
bigoted remarks. When thinking about the issue, we 
need to flip this into perspective. What if someone was 
trying to silence those who advocate for gay rights? I am 
proud that I live in a country where I am given the right 
to speak up for LGBT rights every day, and that I am 
given the right to call the members of Westboro “turd 
burglars” or “stumblebums.” 
    Some may still advocate for punishing those who use 
words for hatred against an ethnic group, race, gender 
identity, religion, or sexual orientation. But remember 
that our right to free speech has already conquered the 
Westboro Baptist Church in many places. I was amazed 
last year when they came to my town in West Virginia. 
Instead of support or apathy towards Westboro, many 
businesses in my town made signs saying, “West Virginia 
is not a place for hate,” and hundreds of people showed 
up to counter-protest. 
    Either way, rest assured that we might as well give 
them their right to free speech because no one is 
listening to them. If people were, then we would have 
Mike Huckabee as our 44th president.

“

“

...the care I’ve received there 
can be found elsewhere, but 
there is so much more than 

just that care.

“

“

I am not only a Planned 
Parenthood volunteer, but 

a patient too... 
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Interview by Kathleen Hansen

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Round Table: So what is the title of your project?

Lauren Nelson: It’s called the Passion Project. 

RT: What is the project?

LN: I’m just interested in what people are passionate 

about. That could be a topic; it could be a hobby. 

At first, I was going to interview people about the 
hobbies and interests that they have. But I was talking 
to my friends, and I decided that was too trite and 
that’s not really what I’m interested in. I mean, I want 
to know what, when people are doing it, what makes 
time dissolve. What when they’re doing it is the only 
thing that exists. What just makes them want to tell 
the whole world about what they’re doing. And, you 
know, maybe someone is passionate about making 
sandwiches. It doesn’t really matter what it’s about: 

I just want to know what people care very deeply 
about. 

RT: What are your goals for the project? What do you 
u l t imate l y 

see it 

becoming?
LN: Well, 
I want to 

d e f i n i t e l y 

archive the 
interviews in 
the archives 
here. But I’d 
also like to 
possibly put 

something on the Terrarium.  I’d like to possibly write 
something about what I find. If I don’t get a lot of 
people that are passionate, well, I’ll write something 
about that: how no one has passion. That would be 

very sad. I’d like to take photos, too, of the people 
I’m interviewing.
RT: Are you doing this for your personal interest or is 
there academic credit involved?
LN: Yeah. I’m doing it as a special project.
RT: Are you working with Fred [Burwell]?
LN: Fred’s advising it. 
RT: How did this project come about?

LN: Well to backtrack a little bit, I took a journalism 
class last semester and it just sort of reinforced my 

understanding that I love to interview people. I love 
hearing peoples’ stories, especially good story 

tellers. So I wanted to do some 

special project. Interviewing 
people in a more freeform, 
creative format. And I met 
this guy over winter break 
who was also wanting to 
do something similar. He 
brought to my attention this 
One in Eight Million New 
York Times project where 
they just wanted a snapshot 

of the community. The 

only criteria for them was 

someone who had never been 
interviewed by the New York 
Times and someone who was 

doing something interesting. 
I wanted mine to be a little 

more focused than that. I just 

loved the work they did. They 
had one women who was a 

blind taste tester for wine. 

One man dug up treasure in 
peoples’ backyards. They had 
a series of slideshow images of 
people doing the things that 
they are interviewed about. 
I thought it could be good to 
do something similar and from 
talking with my friends, I got it narrowed it down to 
what people are passionate about. I’ve also just been 
thinking a lot about passion. I’ve noticed in myself I 
used to be a lot more passionate about things, like as 
a kid. I’d always have projects going on. I remember 
in the 3rd grade I was determined to learn how to fly, 
and I checked out all these books from the library 
and I spent all day constructing models of wings or 
I found a poet I loved and I was going to memorize 

all of his poems. And I just thought, ‘What happens? 
I’ve been in school so long, why don’t I have that 
energy?’ So I’m I guess trying to find that in myself 
and wondering whether other people still have that. 
RT: Has anyone got in contact with you about this 
project yet?

LN:  I interviewed Carl Mendelson about classical 
music. And there’s a group of men called the Buffalo 
Boys who meet at 10:30 p.m. in Pearsons. Some of 
them are interested in helping me out, but I haven’t 

I guess I would say that I think 
everyone has a story that they 

want to tell and something 
they feel very strongly about.

“

“

Pas s iona te  s tuden t  pur sues  p ro jec t

Lauren Nelson seen outside glowing with passion
IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS
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By Dana Wierzbicki
CONTRIBUTOR

    I feel like it’s one of those well-known, weird rumors 
you hear in high school: the mythological Japanese 
dirty-panty stores.  From the moment I was accepted 
into study abroad, I had 
my list of “Questionable 
Things to Do in Japan,” 
and hunting down a place 
that actually sold this 
legendary underwear for 
purchase was on it.  Some 
people feel the need to 
prove the existence of 
Nessie.  This underwear 
was my personal Nessie.
    I decided to plan a solo 
trip to Tokyo, because I 
somehow managed to only 
make friends with girls 
who had already planned 
romantic trips to the 
big city to meet up with 
their boyfriends. How 
sweet.  So I made my own 
plans for visiting a couple 
museums and the Imperial 
Palace, got a ticket to 
see a sweet Japanese 
band and then began the 
important search for a 
location for Panty Raid 
2010.  Surprisingly, or 
maybe not, there were tons of 
guys on the internet wanting 
to know where to find these 
places too, and I found one 
person who had mapped out 
exactly how to get to a place 
that had them, complete with 
visual cues from one of the 
train stations on my route.  It 
was almost like God himself 
wanted me to get there. 
    Fast-forward to late one mid-
December evening; I got off 

at the Shibuya train station, semi-shady directions in 
hand, mentally preparing myself for the long journey 
ahead.  I already set my affairs in order and asked my 
friends to call the police if they hadn’t heard from 
me within the hour, because by then, I would most 
likely be dead in the back of the store or sold into 

sex slavery.  I followed the 
directions, and within five 
minutes, I was standing 
nervously in front of the 
store wondering, “Is this 
really such a good idea?”  A 
few seconds later, I decided 
“Definitely” and went in.
    I’m not going to go into 
much detail describing 
the store, so just use your 
imagination and put in 
more used merchandise 
than you’re used to.  I will 
say, though, that there 
were a lot to choose from, 
but only a picture of the 
original owner was on each 
package. When I picked 
up the package, I realized 
that the rumors were true! 
It wasn’t a sham. Inside 
the package, there rested 
actual dirty panties. I saw a 
stain. I paid and had some 
awkward conversation with 
the cashier, where he asked 
if I wanted to “donate” 

and I said “UH…haha…no.” He 
complimented my Japanese, though, 
so that’s a plus?
    I left the store, Panty Raid 
completed and headed off to the 
comfort of a cat café to pet cats, drink 
tea and do that little “YES!” motion 
along the way.  The most important 
“Questionable Thing” was complete, 
and the panties would probably be 
the best gift I would give anyone 
from my trip. Mission accomplished, 
Nessie caught.

actually interviewed them yet. 
RT: So if you had to say something to the Round 
Table readers what would you say to convince them 
to get in contact with you?
LN: Oh that’s a good question. I guess I would 
say that I think everyone has a story that they 
want to tell and something they feel very strongly 
about. Maybe besides close friends they don’t have 
anywhere to put it. Maybe not even in classes 
because it’s very academic. It’s an opportunity to 
tell people what you’re actually passionate about. 
I think everyone loves talking and being heard. 
Maybe it takes a little while to get it out there. I 
think so much of our day-to-day life is spent in 
classrooms being very reasonable and intellectual, 
but I want to know what sort of cracks people open 
beyond that. I think people want to talk about what 
they’re passionate about, but they’re scared.
RT: Do you expect with your project to find weird, 
interesting passions?
LN: I hope so. I mean, I guess I’m trying to not 
have any expectations for what I’ll find. I’m really 
hoping there are people with good stories to tell. 
RT: Do you hope that this is something that is 
done periodically? So then in the archives there 
is a comparison between what the Beloit College 
community is passionate about at different times?
LN: I never thought about that, but that would be 
really awesome. 
RT: Is there is a timeline for this?
LN: I’m going to be gathering interviews over 
the next couple of months. I’d like to have all my 
interviews done by April 1. And I’d like to have 
about 10 interviews, but I’m sure I’ll actually do 
more than that because not all interviews end up 
being great ones. 
RT: Is there anything else you’d like to share about 
your project?
LN: I suppose just that I think that sometimes 
when I say that I’m interested in what people are 
passionate about people think it means what they 
know most about or they might be curious in a very 
intellectual way about something. But I want to 
know something beyond that, much more, I guess, 
emotional. Something that makes people feel very 
deeply. I want people to realize that passion is 
important. 

Interested in being interviewed? Contact Lauren 
Nelson at nelsonle@beloit.edu 

Japan: dirty laundry(article cont’d from page 7)
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I will say, though, 
that there were 
a lot to choose 
from, but only 
a picture of the 
original owner 
was on each 

package.

“

“



By Anthony Cornell
CONTRIBUTOR

   Louis C.K.’s career has hit many peaks. He 
has released numerous successful CDs and 
DVDs, had a show on HBO called Lucky 
Louie, and has been known as “the guy Dane 
Cook steals all of his good jokes from.” 
Despite all of that, C.K. has never shown us 
his creative genius better than he has with 
his current project: FX’s Louie. 
   FX offered C.K. $200,000 to make a pilot. 
He responded to them with an ultimatum. 
He told the network to wire him the money 
in New York and he would give them a show. 
He refused to go through the typical process 
of getting a script approved, demanding full 
c r e a t i v e 
c o n t r o l 
over his 
v i s i o n . 
C.K. is 
c r e d i t e d 
as the 
producer, 
d i r e c t o r, 
w r i t e r , 
and star 
of Louie; 
he even 
edits every 
e p i s o d e 
on his 
personal MacBook. What comes from the 
mind of C.K. is an unconventional look at 
some of life’s most awkward and hilarious 
moments. 
   Louie is also an autobiographical depiction 
of C.K.’s life as a divorcee and a single father. 
It shows a man going through what seems 
to be a continual mid-life crisis trying to 
find a place in this world beyond fathering 
his two girls and being a comedian. The 
show also throws in huge doses of black 
humor, which provides Louie with some 
truly hilarious moments. Situational humor 

drives the plot, from when C.K. brings a dog 
home from the pound only to have it pass 
away as it walks in the door, to when his 
mom comes for a surprise visit to deliver the 
news that she has recently discovered that 
she is a lesbian.
   Conversely, the true genius behind this 
show is revealed when it takes a more serious 
turn. In the second episode, Louis and his 
comedian companions are enjoying what 
appears to be their weekly poker game. The 
topic of the word “faggot” comes up and 
the group turns to openly-gay stand up Rick 
Crom for his opinion on the use of the word in 
the comedy world. He says that he personally 
takes no offense to it and that it provides a 
cheap laugh. However, he lets the group 
know that they should keep in mind that 

every gay man 
in America has 
at some point 
been called that 
word, usually 
during moments 
of extreme 
discrimination, 
including vicious 
assaults, from 
individuals or 
s o m e t i m e s 
m u l t i p l e 
h o m o p h o b e s . 
The group then 
considers this 

harsh truth in a moment of silence, cracks a 
joke, and then continues with their game.
   It is in these moments, where we get to look 
intimately into the lives of the characters of 
Louie, that we are most engaged as viewers. 
This show simultaneously entertains 
and makes us reflect on our struggles to 
understand and identify ourselves in life’s 
small tragic moments. C.K.’s creative 
genius, not only as a comedian, but also 
as a serious writer, shines through in this 
medium stronger than in any of his previous 
endeavors.

arts & entertainment...
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Out of context professor quotes
“I don’t want anyone to go to hell because of me.” - Natalie Gummer
 
“And now it all flows from the Zen-like center of my soul.” - Susan Rice

“Your hair example, is exactly what went wrong with the Soviet 
Union.” – Emily Chamlee-Wright

“Who the F is we?” - Shawn Gillen

“When in doubt, do drugs” - Laura Parmentier

“If you are having trouble ask me about drugs” - Laura Parmentier

“It’s not an ear it’s a vagina!” - Marion Fass

“If I was going to do some drugs I would definitely take this microscope 
with me.” - Jim Rougvie

“I see you’ve got a whole in your rubber... well that’s not good.” 
- George Lisensky

“The milk of kindness flows through my veins.” - Greg Buchanan

“You’ve got to be pretty hard up to have sex with a person who’s 
bleeding from their eyes.” - Marion Fass

“It isn’t about how big you come, it’s about how often you come.” 
- George Lisensky

Hats Off/F*ck Off
Hats off to dropping classes! 

Hats off to dapper committee chairs!

Hats off to DK’s trays, Hospital Hill and best friends!

F*ck off to DK’s for not having trays!

F*ck off to the giant hamster working security at the hipster party. 
You wouldn’t let us inside with our PBR, and you TOTALLY 
misunderstood the theme!

Hats off to the guy dressed as a hamster at the Phi Psi Hipster party! 
You were the most ironic of them all!

F*ck off to whomever is snacking loudly in the library on the second 
floor. Sounds like kettle corn. I’m hungry. Share?

Hats off to the Beloit (College) Solidarity Movement!

Hats off to the washing machine at Art House!

Hats off to gin bucket!

What’s Louie 
got to do with it?

What comes from the 
mind of C.K. is an 

unconventional look 
at some of life’s most 

awkward and hilarious 
moments. 

“

“
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WBCR Show of the Week: Chicken 
n Gritz is Better Than This

By Grace Graham &  Maggie Thulson
CONTRIBUTORS

   Chicken n Gritz is Better Than This...show. But only if you’re eating 

grits in the company of chickens, because surely that would be more fun 

than most things! But if you don’t have chickens AND grits at the same 

time, you can supplement by listening to Dill and Crane’s radio show. 

We’ll play songs, read poems and stories, and talk about a new theme 

each week. Sometimes our theme is space. Sometimes it’s bears. One 

time it was Ireland. Next time, who knows?! Tune in every Tuesday at 5! 

We’ll bring the chicken; you bring the gritz!
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By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER

   Did you see the show at C-Haus 
on Wednesday night? Probably not, 

because if you had, you wouldn’t 

be reading this article right now. 

Because you’re face, eyes and all, 

would have been melted off by the 
aforementioned show. Walking 

Oceans, a Kansas City four-piece 
instrumental group, came to C-Haus 
as part of their national tour and 

played a show ranks among the best 

sneak-attack awesome weekday 
concerts at Beloit.

   I strolled into the C-Haus at 
about 10:30, after an evening spent 

procrastinating and pretending 

mid-terms aren’t a thing we do here 
at Beloit. Downstairs, campus band Mr. 

Alec Baldwin was just getting started. The 

music was thick, ethereal, and loud as hell. 

The band consists of Spencer Bible on guitar, 

Jack Katze on drums, and Alen Perlin running 

samples. I stood up front, letting each song 

wash over me--and feeling thoroughly grateful 
for my earplugs. The band creates low, pulsing 

dirges that build and morph, one flowing into 
the next. Katze on drums is particularly fun 

to watch, playing a minimal trap-set with only 
a kick, floor tom, ride cymbal, and snare.
    Next up was Walking Oceans, the main 

attraction of the night. I was already excited 

for this show. After reading their interview 

with Jack Katze in last week’s Round Table, 

I checked out the group online and had been 

steadily dosing myself with their music all 

week.

    The band is hard to classify, but 

“instrumental experimental rock” sums it up 

pretty well. Their sound is similar in some 

ways to Explosions in the Sky, but much less 

sleepy--I prefer Walking Oceans. Their songs 
are progressive, with intricate arrangements 

and rousing dynamics that kept me bobbing 

my head in this really cool way that I consider 

my signature move (I’ll show you how to do it 
sometime).
   A unique feature of Walking Oceans--apart 
from their sound--is their use of stage lights. 
All four members controlled lights with foot 

switches. When one of the guitarists or the 

bass player took a solo or led into a breakdown, 

they stepped forward on a plexiglass box at the 

edge of the stage, which then exploded into 

blue light and illuminated them from below. 

The drummer operated a giant light panel 

behind the band. (One stomp=on/off; stomp 
and hold=flashing madness.) His foot switch 
was right next to the high-hat pedal; it was 
amazing to watch him incorporate the lights 

into his already complex, tumbling beats.

   Walking Oceans’ dynamic sound, combined 

with the theatrical stage lights and a whole lot 

of energy, made for a performance that was 

downright manipulative. With nary a PBR 

tallboy to loosen me up, I was in their grasp 

the whole show, swaying and bouncing like a 

drunk Stevie Wonder.

    My only complaint is that the band didn’t 

play longer. After four or five songs, they 
packed it in for the night. I thought it was 

a bit of a tease, but I guess it was for the 

audience’s own good: we had studying to do.

    Walking Oceans will continue their tour 

through March. Now they head south, with 

gigs almost every night. Later this month 

they’ll play SXSW in Austin, Texas. For 

more information, check out their webpage 

at walkingoceans.com or look them up on 

facebook.

Image is the cover of their new album, “Dear Isaac”

Walking Oceans in Review

Maggie Thulson ‘13 & Grace Graham ‘13 
hosts of this week’s WBCR Show of the Week



328 State Street

(608) 363-3911

Home Cookin’ Sunday: 

Gramma’s Mac & 

Cheese,  Turkey Dinner 

or Chicken & Biscuits, 

Choice of Soup & Bite 

Sized Dessert, $8 5 to 

8pm

Submit to...

POCKET 
LINT

Beloit College’s Literary Magazine
prose, poetry, art, essays

Deadline: Monday, March 21
pocketlint@gmail.com

box # 924

WRITERS!!
Pencil Lint:  What is it??
It is the love child of two esteemed writing groups:  PENCILS writing 
club and Pocket Lint, an annual literary magazine that publishes poetry 
and prose by Beloit College students.

If you’ve ever wondered:
• How to get into Pocket Lint

• What other people think of your writing

• What it’s like to get published

• Why the banana is curved

Come to our writing workshop!
This will give you a chance to receive feedback about your writing from 
other student writers. We will also have a short presentation on how 
to effectively workshop and what Pocket Lint is looking for in submis-
sions.
You should expect to give feedback – a great way to learn to improve 
your own writing.
If you will have your piece ready to workshop by 7 pm Sunday, March 
13, you can sign up ahead of time and we will group writers to allow you 
to read the pieces before the workshop.  This is so you can start getting 
feedback right away!

Name: Pencil Lint Writing Workshop

Who: Writers!

What: Writing Workshop

When: Wed, March 16 at 4:30

Where: Java Joint

Why: To improve your writing before the Pocket Lint dead-

line! Food will be provided.

What to do now:
1. Sign up ahead of time at the mail center or outside Commons
2. Write and edit your awesome short stories and/or poems
3. Come back from Spring Break ready to workshop your own and 
other students’ writing


