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MISSION STATEMENT

The Round Table provides a 
balanced, accurate news source for 
the Beloit College community. It is 
an outlet for creative minds that take 
the news seriously. We will sink our 
teeth into the meat of journalistic 
excellence with a lupine ferocity.

VOLUME 200    ISSUE 7   March 18, 2011

Our opinions editor would like to apologize 
to Malcolm Yates and Will Harris for their 

beautiful prose being unjustly cut off in our last 
issue. These two great writers deserve better. To 

read their full article, check out bcroundtable.
wordpress.com.

A trip to the mid 

and far east. 

Chicken lentil or 
gingered yogurt 
soup, falafel or 
curry, walnut 

and honey bread 
pudding, $8. Yum.

328 State Street

(608) 363-3911

Make way for the 
ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN!

IM Frisbee season is here at last

IM FRISBEE REGISTRATION ENDS 

MARCH 18 (TODAY!)

GAMES BEGIN MARCH 26

E-mail team rosters to Ari Jacobs 

(jacobsa@beloit.edu)

BTYB: Jon VanTreeck, Tyler Isham, 

Ari Jacobs
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By Steven 
Jackson
STAFF WRITER
    

As usual, Beloit 

Student Congress 

was called to order 

this Monday at 7 

p.m. To kick things 

off, James Mcquaid’11 
announced that BSC 

is currently accepting applications for treasurer or 

assistant treasurers. He beseeched anyone, anyone at 

all, to run for either of the positions. A representative 

from Japan Club announced that the club will be 
raising money to support relief efforts in Japan in the 
weeks ahead. Mary Ghitelman’13 of SPIEL made her 
weekly appeal for students to bring their own cups to 

Milkshake Monday. I made a mental note to finally 
go to said event and take advantage of delicious free 

milkshakes on campus.

    Committee reports were rather dull this week, since 

practically everyone was away from campus for spring 

break.

    For student forum this week, the Budget Committee 

presented the proposed BSC budget for the 2011-2012 
academic year. The budget consists of approximately 

1190 students’ activity fees at $115 per semester. Next 
year’s budget totals $273,700, and goes toward campus 
clubs, Student Activities funds, BelFAST, Programming 
Board, and other miscellaneous management funds.

    Most clubs either kept the same funding or had their 

funding decreased. French Club and Model United 

Nations experienced the biggest cuts, with $800 and 
$850 decreases, respectively. The only clubs to get 
budget increases were Academic Team and WBCR. 

Academic Team climbed from $100 to $400, and 

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

By Hana Skoblow
STAFF WRITER

  Five hundred days before the scheduled date, 

tickets for the 2012 Olympics in London have 
gone on sale. The tickets are expected to produce 

half a billion pounds in profit, but many events 
are surprisingly affordable. Some events can be 
attended for under £20 (about $32), others start 
between £30 ($40) and £50 ($80), and the marathon 
race is free.

   On March 20, cable channels will air the latest 
induction ceremony for the Rock and Roll Hall 

of Fame. Its newest members are a diverse group 
comprosed of Neil Diamond, Alice Cooper, Tom 
Waits, Darlene Love, Dr. John, and Leon Russell.
    The Maryland Senate passed the Dream Act on 
March 13. The decision was greeted by a crowd of 
about 60 supporters cheering and chanting, “¡Sí 
se puede! Yes we can!” The Dream Act will allow 
qualifying undocumented youths who have spent 
most of their lives in the U.S. to undertake a six-
year journey to citizenship, requiring a college 
degree or at least two years of military service. An 

estimated 65,000 immigrants would benefit if the 
legislation were to pass nationwide.

     The demonstrators in Madison are taking a break 

from protesting in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day. 
Bagpipes, kilts, and good cheer will reign. 

    Mike Tyson is taking his career in a new direction: 

pigeon racing. Most famous for biting the ear of 

opponent Evander Holyfield in the 1996 fight that 
lost him the heavyweight championship, Tyson can 

now be seen on the new Animal Planet show, Taking 
on Tyson. The show promises to expose viewers to 

the surprisingly stimulating world of pigeon racing 

as well as Tyson’s sensitive side.
    Matthew Wade Douglas Jr., a 28-year old Florida 
resident, called 911 to ask for help because he had 
swallowed too many Viagra, and then obscenely 

described how his wife was trying to minimize the 

pain by performing oral sex on him. When police 

checked their database, it became apparent that 

Douglas was already in jail on charges of disorderly 
conduct and an open-container violation. He now 
faces additional jail time for misuse of a 911 call and 
making an obscene, harassing phone call.

Sources: BBC, CNN, Nerve

BSC Report: Budget! Impeachment! Elections!
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WBCR went from $8,500 to $12,000.
    The BelFAST budget got a $2,100 increase for off-
campus event funding, bringing BelFAST’s total to 
$60,000. Of that funding, $26,000 is for on-campus 
events and $33,000 is for off-campus events. In other 
news, C-Haus is getting an $830 boost in operating 
funds, and the Folk & Blues budget got a $2000 
increase. Fiscal policies will remain the same for the 

next academic year.

    In the interest of time, the break was waived 
and we steamed ahead to Body Wrap. Body Wrap 

featured a rousing round of compliments. First up 

was Jennie Hartzheim, lauded for “being awesome.” 
Hartzheim replied by praising the Budget Committee 

and highlighting the hours of hard work spent on 

preparing next year’s budget. Next up was brand new 
Communications Coordinator David Feldman’12, who 
was congratulated for his work on the BSC sign outside 

of Pearsons. It was informative, eye-catching, and free-
standing in the face of bitter spring winds.

    In Body Power, McQuaid presented changes to the 
impeachment bylaws, rules that govern the investigation 

and removal of BSC officers. Impeachment can now be 
initiated by a formal declaration to BSC rather than a 

petition. Language was also cleaned up for clarity, with 
“referendum” being replaced with “campus-wide vote.”
    The next order of business was the election of a new 

Executive Board Representative, who attends both 
Executive Board meetings and BSC general meetings 
and facilitates communication between the board and 

the student body. The new representative will work 

alongside current representative Lucile Tepsa’14. For 
several minutes after the call for nominations, silence 

dominated the room. Ari Jacobs’12 was nominated, 
thought about it briefly, and respectfully declined. In 
a stunning turn of events, Kyle Schwab’13 received a 
nomination, accepted it, and ran unopposed all the way 

to sweet victory. Remember a few weeks ago, when Tepsa 

beat Schwab for this very same position? Now it seems 
the two of them will be working together. It’s like the 
premise for a buddy cop movie: two rivals on the force-
-polar opposites, wacky personalities, and stubborn to 
the core--paired up by the salty yet fatherly police chief 
(played by Gentry Tran’12 in this scenario) to investigate 
a crime ring or a slew of murders in the city. Keep an eye 

out for this dynamic duo. Hilarity will ensue.

    The meeting was adjourned at about 7:45 p.m. In other 
news, later that evening I made good on my promise 
to attend Milkshake Monday. I received my first ever 
SPIEL chocolate shake, and enjoyed it thoroughly. Next 
time (and there certainly will be a next time, just so 
long as BSC meetings continue being short and sweet) I 
promise I will bring my own cup.

Return to B*tch 
Mountain! 
Women’s Center! 
March 18! 
11 p.m. to 2 
a.m.! 
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Come learn about saving for retirement Wednesday March 23rd in Richardson 
at 8PM with Eli Blee-Goldman and Billy Hawkinson in association with Career 
Services. You may be saying to yourself “Why should I care about saving for 
retirement now? I am still a student and don’t even have a job yet!” Starting 
to save when you are young is vital to your long-term well-being. No need to be an 
Economics major to attend this quick talk! Saving is for everyone, no matter your 
career goals. We will outline savings concepts in easy-to-understand terms in only 

45 minutes. Come on by Wednesday to learn about the road to getting 
rich slowly!

By Samantha Holte

CONTRIBUTOR

    Over spring break, nine students were given the opportunity to travel to New 
York to build for the local Habitat for Humanity chapter.  Funded by BSC and 
Humanity club funds, the students drove 
a Beloit College van to New Rochelle, 
a suburb of New York City.  Even 
after overcoming the adversity of 
a snowstorm in P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
the students made the best of their 
situation. Beloit joined over 100 
students from around the country, 
from schools such as Wake Forest 
University, Boston College, Winona 
State University and Miami University. 
    The group worked on many projects 
in the area over the course of four 
days, including work in the Habitat office and ReStore warehouses. The ReStore 
warehouse holds many of the building materials involved in building a Habitat 
house.  Beloiters, as well as students from Boston College, worked diligently to 
reorganize the warehouse for easier access for customers.  Other projects included 
painting public housing, installing insulation and drywall, building shelves, and 
painting the roof of the Habitat office building. 
    Jim Killoran, the executive director of Habitat for Humanity in Westchester 
County, constantly emphasized the importance of being environmentally friendly 
and applying “green” ideas not only to the houses that Habitat constructs, but also 
to the organization itself. Painting the roof white, he said, reflects heat, which 
would save on cooling costs in the summer. Habitat emphasizes the fact that they 
use recycled and environmentally friendly materials in their building sites.
    Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit organization that operates under the 
conviction that every person should have a decent, safe, and affordable place to 
live.  The organization uses donations of labor, money and materials to construct 
houses for families.  These families pay a down payment and interest-free mortgage 
payments, as well as putting in “sweat equity,” or their own labor, into helping build 
the house.  
    This trip was a great opportunity to create interest among students not previously 
involved in Habitat.  Several students had participated in builds with Community 
Action, a local organization with similar goals of affordable housing, but were never 
involved in the Habitat meetings or fundraisers. Marian Whitaker’14 says that she 
plans to become more involved in Habitat, and has since represented Beloit College 
at a Rock County Habitat board meeting to learn more about the organization.  
President Elise Wolff ’13 said that her experience in New Rochelle during break last 
year made her want to maintain and increase connections with the chapter there, 
and that she was excited that the club was able to repeat the experience this year.
    The Beloit College chapter of Habitat for Humanity, collaborating with the Rock 
County Chapter, is currently raising money to build a house in the community.  
Although builds through the college chapter cannot occur until sufficient funds are 
raised, there have been builds throughout the year through Community Action.  
    Watch out for notifications about Habitat general assembly meetings, as well as other 

information about fundraisers. If you’re interested in becoming involved in a build, watch for 

stuboard announcements. Builds frequently occur on Saturdays.

By Kate Flynn

NEWS EDITOR

       While many Beloiters enjoyed 
warm weather in various parts of 
the country (and world) during 
spring break last week, things were 
heating up just a few miles north 
in Madison. On March 10, 2011, 
Wisconsin lawmakers voted 53-
42 to remove nearly all collective 
bargaining rights from state public 
workers’ unions. The legislation was 
originally part of a budget bill that 
Governor Scott Walker introduced 
on February 11 to ostensibly plug a 
$3.6 million budget hole. 
    Republicans were able to find 
a way to bypass the 14 missing 
Democrats, needed for quorum in 
the state legislature. The Senate 
requires a quorum to take up 
measures that spend money, but on 
Wednesday, March 9, Republicans 
split the proposal to curtail union 
rights, which spends no money, from 
the rest of the bill. It was approved 
a short time later.
    On Saturday, March 12, the 14 
Democratic state senators who had 
previously fled to Illinois returned 
to Madison. A crowd of roughly 
100,000 greeted them in the 
streets, and Senator Timothy Cullen 
was quoted in The New York Times 

as saying that it was his “greatest 
experience as a public official.” 
    Some constituents are now 
focusing on recall efforts against 
eligible Republican senators.

Get Rich Slowly!

Capitol City heats up over spring break Habitat for Humanity 

Building Affordable Housing, Takes New York

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

On March 11, Lisa Horan’12 took these photos in and 
around the capitol building in Madison. This reporter 

was also present, and the vigor and energy of the 
protesters was apparent. The capitol building also kind 

of smelled like feet. 
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arts & entertainment...

By Kidiocus Carroll
CONTRIBUTOR

    Beloit College has the distinction of having 
African human rights activists Mohamed Yahya 
and Michel Chikwanine on campus. Yahya and 
Chikwanine are activists who are tireless in their 
fight to inform audiences of the struggles in the 
pan-African region. 
    Yahya is a refugee from the Darfur region of 
Sudan. Coming of age in Sudan, he bore witness 
to his government commit acts of racism, brutality 
and crimes. As an exiled student, he and his peers 
began to speak out, forming the Representatives 
of the Massaleit Community in Exile, for which he 
served as chairman and spokesperson. 

Yahya has also worked with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees to sponsor over 
20,000 Sudanese refugees. He sought political 
asylum in the U.S in 2002, where he has continued 
his tireless efforts as an activist fighting for social 
justice reform.
    On March 22 at 6 p.m. in Richardson Auditorium, 
there will be a series of smaller events with Yahya. 
There first will be a discussion on his life as a 
black Muslim in America.  On March 23 at 7 p.m. 
in the Science Center atrium is the main event 
with Chikwanine. Lastly, on March 24 at 6.p.m. in 
Richardson Auditorium is a presentation in which 
he discusses the role that religious devotion plays in 
his social justice work.

    
A former child soldier, Chikwanine, was born in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Chikwanine grew 
up during the Great War of Africa and witnessed 
his own family and others subjected to horrific 
brutalities. Chikwanine was forced to become a 
refugee at the age of 11 after the harrowing brutality 
that he encountered as a child. Chikwanine has 
shared the stage with the likes of Dr. Jane Goodall, 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Mia Farrow, former Prime 
Minister Paul Martin and the founders of Free the 
Children. Chikwanine, also had the distinction of 
being a speaker on Oprah’s O Ambassadors Roots 
of Action speaking tour, during which he reached 
out to students from impoverished schools.

By Thu A. Pham
CONTRIBUTOR

    This week, Beloit College has the honor to 
welcome the Qi Shu Fang Peking Opera Company 
from New York City to perform on Saturday, March 
19, at 7 p.m. in Eaton Chapel. Other events to be 
held by the Peking Opera include a reception on 
Friday, March 18 at 4 p.m. in the courtyard of he 
Wright Museum of Art, followed by a documentary 
screening at 8 p.m. in Room 132 of the Hendricks 
Center.

Qi Shu Fang - “National Treasure of China” 
    Actress Qi Shu Fang was born in 1943 in Shanghai, 
China. She began studying Peking Opera at the age 
of four. When she got older, she enrolled in Shanghai 
Dramatic School. 
    Historically, Peking Opera was considered a 
masculine art form with all of the female roles being 
played by males. During the Cultural Revolution, at 
the age of 18, Qi Shu Fang was picked by Chairman 
Mao’s wife to play the female lead in one of the 
eight national “model operas.” Overnight, Qi Shu 
Fang became a sensation throughout China. The 
master female impersonator Mei Lanfang once 
praised her performance in “Fighting Thrice Against 
Chang Yue Wo.” She is known internationally for 
her complicated and theatrical performing style. 
In 2001, the Chinese National Heritage Fellowship 

awarded her the title “National Treasure of China.”
Few things about Peking Opera for amateurs

    The opera has a 200-year old history. Nowhere 
else in the world can you find a style of theatre with 
heavy, opulent costume, performers artfully singing, 
miming, flipping and brandishing swords. The basic 
form of a play includes singing (chang,唱), dialogue 
(nian，念),acting (zuo，做), and acrobatics (da，打). 
Hence, the actors and actresses in Peking Opera 
have to meet more requirements than those in other 
forms of performing arts. It usually takes a student 
more than 10 years of training, singing and acrobatic 
skills. 
    There are four main roles in the Opera: leading 
male, leading female, heroes (warriors), and 
especially, clowns. Clowns, who are distinguished by 
a white parch on the nose, are not rascals, but rather 
the sign of wit, alertness and humor. The theme is 
always based on the political and military struggle 
of history. However, a thorough understanding of 
Chinese history is not a must. The plot is usually 
very easy to grasp. It is the appreciation of the 
pleasing stylistic and artistic harmony of the dance 
and music, of the strength of the rhythm and designs 
that truly counts. 
    I call the audience of Peking Opera “gifted 
spectators” if first, they have the ability to open up 
to the experience and second, evaluate critically that 
experience. When I speak of a gifted spectator, I am 
thinking of the non-dramatist, of a spectator who 

retains his/her amateur status, the one who would 
hold their breath or raise their eyebrows when the 
staccato clanging and nasal singing of Peking Opera 
hits their eardrums. 
    Pay attention to the footwork, gestures and 
various kinds of body movements when you come to 
the performance.  Peking Opera is highly symbolic, 
and thus is very standardized. For example, the 
performer has to walk flanked on each side by 
a flag with colored tassels to represent riding a 
horse. Four generals and four soldiers represent 
an army of thousands. When an actor flings two 
sleeves in one direction while facing the other, this 
represents making a decision or anger, etc. As a 
“gifted spectator,” your imagination actually holds 
the stage together. 

Why Peking Opera matters 

    Peking Opera carries the political complexities, 
especially in feminism in Chinese culture. In other 
words, it is the female revolution, the heroic making 
of Chinese women into thousands of Mulans. In 
terms of culture, this kind of artistic form displays 
the characteristics of the nation: warm and sincere, 
optimistic and ambitious. The Peking Opera survival 
is a reminder of what theatre is all about. The Opera 
forms levitated emotions of both the performers 
and the audience. This is true spectacle that comes 
from the breathtaking human skills on an almost-
bare stage. It is truly the Broadway of China. 

Beloit College welcomes Qi Shu Fang Peking Opera Company

Speaking out on African oppression and struggle



By Jeremy Cornelius
FEATURES EDITOR

     Managing to locate all the dazzling, impressive sights 
in Beloit, WI, pre-spring break is a challenging task, 
especially with loads of homework to finish by all of 
the deadlines, but rest assured that with one dose of 
inspiration and a focused magnifying glass, one can 
snoop around and discover 
the gems of Beloit. Spending 
approximately seven weeks 
passing Middle College be-
fore reaching the World Af-
fairs Center (WAC) or taking 
Church Street, instead of Col-
lege Street, to get to Commons 
in order to spice up life, makes 
one feel like they’re eternally 
stuck in Wisconsin, tundra 
damnation. Imagine staying in 
Beloit for all of spring break!
    Over spring break, most stu-
dents took to the road, making 
their way home, or Madison to 
take part in protesting. Some 
managed to journey down south 
to Georgia for the High Tide 
Ultimate Frisbee Tournament. 
While some packed their bags, 
loaded their iPods, and printed 
out the NPR directions to fol-
low the stations the whole way 
to their destination, a small 
group of students remained in 
Beloit, trying to make the best 
of the week.   
     There are unexplored locales 
around Beloit, and if one has ac-
cess by way of vehicle, then they 
are easily reachable. If a car is 
not an option, then the Beloit Transit System helps out 
with any gloomy, boring days of remaining cooped up in 
your dorm or house.  The bus stop is downtown on St. 
Paul Avenue right after State Street and can take you to 
most places around with all of their different lines. One 
bus also goes to Janesville, so anyone can go thrift-store 
prowling at the sensational Salvation Army at 1819 Cen-
ter Avenue and Carousel Consignment Shop downtown 
at 31 South Main Street, or at least stop by one of the 
many Dunkin Donuts for a coffee and French cruller or 
one of their “munchkins.” 
    After a trip to Janesville, popping over to the movie 
theatre in the industrial strip of Beloit resolves a droll 
afternoon, even if it’s to see Red Riding Hood or Drive 

Angry. At least it’s an option --better than lounging on 
the couch with the Underworld trilogy playing on the 
“Sci-fi” channel--but beware of the fried-food smell em-

anating from the nearby Frito Lay factory. 
To boost the commercial excitement of the 

trip, Starbucks, Taco Bell, Culver’s, and Wal-Mart are 
all on the other side of the street, only a few minutes’ 
walk away. 
    If watching Amanda Seyfried in a red hood while 
Fever Ray bellows it out in the soundtrack or seeing 
Nicholas Cage waste his life doesn’t make Beloit tanta-
lizing enough, then there are options only a few blocks 
from the Beloit College campus. If you’re looking for a 

romantic night out or willing to spend a little extra on 
dinner and wine, the 615 Club is the somewhat drab, 
blue building on East Grand Avenue. Despite the exte-
rior, the restaurant will please the finest of sensibilities 
and reminds one of the burned, sadly missed Gun Club. 
Now, if frugality takes precedence over pleasure, then 
Bushel and Peck’s on Broad Street and Cafe Belwah on 
Pleasant Street, attached to the Beloit Inn, provide ex-
cellent dinners and quaint, relaxed atmospheres.  
    Once food is down the hatch, and since it’s the pri-
mary ritual of spring break to hang out, drink and relax 
— usually on a beach, but there’s no shame in settling 
for Turtle Creek — strolling around town is an op-
tion, even with the mostly empty campus. Now, with 
the downtown construction, getting beyond the river 
might require an alternate route, but rest assured, there 
are plenty of entertaining places to make an appear-
ance. Providing that you’re 21, the B.O.P. (Bert’s Only 
Place) makes for an excellent spot, now even complete 

with its own beer pong table. Bert Ciulla, owner of the 
B.O.P., will chat the night away while you settle down 
on a stool and have your drink of choice. A few weeks 
ago, she even graciously opened her doors for custom-
ers to watch the Academy Awards Ceremony this year 
per the request of Amelia Buzzell ’10 and Kelsey Dod-
son ’10.  
    Happy hour at Cafe Belwah is between 4 p.m. and 

6 p.m. every afternoon, so 
making an appearance over 
break while enjoying any 
of their many cocktails and 
appetizers for half the price 
made what might have 
been a sluggish afternoon 
an entertaining time on the 
town. If bar-hopping was in 
the works, then the Carom 
Room and Suds on East 
Grand Avenue sufficed. 
Also, Suds holds a second 
happy hour at 9:30 p.m. 
which means participants 
got at least two hours of 
happiness each day during 
their spring break bash.
    Once the hangover starts 
the next morning and slug-
gishness begins to take over, 
the biggest motivation to 
move from the couch is 
consumer therapy. If not 
making the big bucks inhib-
its too much spending, like 
being able to afford a trip 
to Madison and enjoying 

the great food at restaurants 
like Kabul’s Afghan feast or 
partaking in the protests 
against the budget repair 

bill, then taking a long walk down Park Street will run 
right into Bent and Dent for an enjoyable afternoon. 
Bent and Dent sells products that have, as the title 
implies, been damaged. Sometimes the products are 
completely unscathed, but are being sold because the 
box they were shipped in was bent, which means the 
business isn’t allowed to sell, but Bent and Dent can do 
it! Their products include everything from inexpensive 
food to swanky nail polish. If the ten-block walk seems 
too daunting, then a stroll to Helpful Hannah’s or Little 
Green Dress, both located on East Grand Avenue, will 
solve your clothes and knick-knack needs. 
     Maybe a spring break spent in Beloit can’t compare 
to lounging on the beach in Florida or Georgia, but it 
certainly gave incentive to explore the surrounding area 
a little more, while still managing to attend a happy 
hour or ten, and at least make believe that Beloit had a 
warm climate by watching The Jungle Book.
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Broke-back spr ing break in  Beloi t ,  WI

From left to right: Jenna Murphy-Judelson, Hana Laurencot, Signe Midelfort-Vognar, Kira Bradford and Sarah 

Dickinson charmingly posing on the terrace of their penthouse on St. Simon’s Island.

IMAGE FROM SARAH DICKINSON
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by Yetunde Olagbaju

CONTRIBUTOR

    I have never considered my race an issue while at Beloit 
College. I have never felt ostracized or unwelcome 
because of my skin color. So, naturally, when applying 
for the Hong Kong study abroad program I did not 
think twice about my skin. I figured liking Chinese 
culture and liking new people would be enough.

    Fast forward to a month before I left; I was nervous. 
“What if they don’t appreciate my charm? What if they 
don’t like me because I’m American? What if I don’t 
make any friends?” I left with a fluttering pulse, a sweaty 
brow, and the naïve idea that Hong Kong would not be 
that different. 
    I do not want to express any sense of contempt, 
dissatisfaction, or despondency with my study abroad 
experience. In fact, I am utterly grateful for it. What I 
do mean to express is my disappointment with myself for 
failing to mentally prepare for being black and abroad. 
It is no secret that living and studying abroad can be a 
personal challenge for anyone. However I believe when 
being a minority of the respective culture you are put in 
a state of personification and, simultaneously, isolation. 

The feeling that you somehow represent your race but 
are different enough to offend can be a hurtful and 
confusing state of being. 
    While I expected a fair amount of the awkward “Are 
you from Africa” questions, I never expected to be 
called a “black devil,” to have children run away from 
me in fear, or to be gawked at like I was an ape in a tutu. 
It is hard to constantly be in the spotlight. It is hard to 
represent an entire race. And it is hard to, in the end, 
not be angry. 
    Fast forward again to September of this year. I came 
back to Beloit as a different person with a new major, 
to many faces I did not recognize, and to a place where 
I once felt comfortable. I thank Hong Kong whole 
heartedly for what I believe to be the most self aware 
months I have lived through. I theorize that there is 
always a paramount moment in one’s college education 
where they stop and say, “What am I doing?” These are 
always the moments that we often never elaborate on 
but that everyone can see. Instead of floating on the 
inconsequential aspects of social life, you are driven. 
You have purpose. You know what you want to take out 
of this whole money-sucking sham. 
    Those months of isolation and self-evaluation have 
given me this. And while I do not think I will go back 
to Hong Kong soon, I could not be fonder of it in 
my memory. I look back on the experience and smile 
to myself. Perhaps this new confidence would have 
mysteriously occurred through osmosis but I doubt it. 
I am still not entirely sure what my intentions are for 
writing this piece. It could be to encourage studying 
abroad. It could be to encourage perseverance. But 
mostly I want to encourage self-awareness. I am 
encouraging knowing what makes you feel fulfillment. 
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    Allow yourself to take a step back and remember the 
brochures you got in your mail during your senior year of 
high school.  Do you remember those booklets with the 
one or two-worded stickers: “Impossible Questions,” 
“Inspiration,” “Soul,” etc?  I have no problem with 
the first two, yet the latter is not what I thought it to 
be.  That being said, undergoing my fourth semester 
at Beloit College, I am awestruck at how normative 
apathy plays a role at this school.  While I realize I 
am addressing this issue with little credibility—I do 
not, for instance, hold an editor position for the Round 
Table—I want to mention apathy at our school as a 
concerned, yet consistently optimistic student.
    With around 1,300 students from all over the country, 
it’s understandable that not everyone will share one 
unifying, collective mentality on a plethora of academic 

and social matters.  However, when there is a perpetual 
absence at art gallery shows, or musical performances in 
Eaton Chapel, or infrequent athletic event attendance, 
I can’t say I’m happy with my Beloit experience.  Do 
you ever get the feeling that students simply don’t 
care about your certain area of interest? Do you find 
yourself lost in a sea of monotonous indifference? It 
kind of sucks to come to that realization, but in some 
arenas of the college, it is perfectly normal—and that, 
my friends, is frustrating.
    The reader should be aware that I did not choose to 
write this article to simply vent all my feelings through 
the Round Table as opposed to my daily diary.  Rather, 
I hope to promote awareness of this contagious 
mentality, but more importantly provide valuable 
proposals.  As for personal apathetic behavior, I am not 
at all taking myself out of this category.  In fact I admit 
that participation and any form of compassion are not 
only time-consuming but fairly effortful.  Yet, it feels so 

damn good to be a part of something and, on a deeper 
level, appreciate other people caring.  For example, 
by caring and engaging within the college and town 
community, I envision this campus slowly reshaping 
its current image into something empowering and 
prominent.
    When you think about it, four years goes by in the 
blink of an eye.  And truthfully, Beloit has so much to 
offer—it is only a matter of time until we capitalize on 
our personal self-interests.  The first step, I believe, 
is approaching apathy via proactive action.  Whether 
that means joining a discussion panel, writing an 
Opinions piece for the Round Table, networking to get 
a speaker to lecture here, or endorsing understanding 
through one-on-one connections: it all starts with 
you. Moreover, Beloit College is a supremely quirky, 
intelligent, and distinct community. I think it’s about 
time we start restructuring our school-wide 
attitude from “meh” to motivation.

Beloit’s worst nightmare: apathy…

Ethnically estranged abroad
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It is hard to constantly be in the 
spotlight. It is hard to represent 
an entire race. And it is hard to, 

in the end, not be angry. 
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spring break...
Jack Samels ‘11 and Molly Stiegerwald ‘11 - birds over the surf, spring 
break ‘11 in Cocoa Beach, FL. IMAGE BY GREER ZIMMERMAN

Nick Stephens ‘11 pulled by sled 
dogs - one of the OEC’s many 
excursions during Spring Break.
IMAGE BY MORGAN REHNBERG

Hana Laurencot ‘12 sports a “She BUFF” tattoo drawn by fellow BUFF player Max 
Zapf-Geller ‘14, inspired by the first ever Beloit women’s frisbee team attending their 

first ever tournament. IMAGE BY NARGES HUSSAINI

BUFF (Beloit Ultimate Frisbee Family) men and women’s teams come together to 
celebrate the last day of their spring break tournamnent in Brunswick, GA. IMAGE 
COURTESY OF NARGES HUSSAINI


