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These names were spelled incorrectly in last 

week’s issue (Volume 200 Issue 4): 

Joe Emery, Matt Tedesco,

Bert Connelly, Jennie Hartzheim & Jack 

Katze

Daniel Dennett has lunch with Beloit students in the President’s Dining Lounge. 
PHOTO BY NICK STEPHENS
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From left to right, Beloit students Amelia 

Tarpey’14, Daniel O’Brien’10, Catherine 

Jensen’13, Maggie Thulson’13, and Elizabeth 

Makarewicz’11 support Wisconsin workers at 

the the capitol. 

IMAGE BY OF BRIAN SHOBE ‘12.

By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER

    Moore Lounge in Pearsons Hall was packed to 

its broad-beamed rafters Wednesday night with a 
mix of students, faculty, and off-campus visitors. 
The standing-room only crowd was there for Daniel 
C. Dennett, one of the most important figures in 
philosophy and cognitive science today, and Beloit 
College’s 2011 Selzer Visiting Philosopher.  
    Beloit cognitive science professor Robin 
Zebrowski introduced Dennett, listing his honors 
and accomplishments--and there are many to 
choose from. He has published 13 books and over 
300 scholarly articles dealing with many mind, 
brain, consciousness, free will and other topics. He 
originated the “intentional stance,” now a well-known 
concept in philosophy. He has a Fulbright Fellowship, 
two Guggenheim Fellowships and a Fellowship at the 
Center for Advanced Studies in Behavioral Science to 
his name, among other awards. Dennett is currently 
a co-director of the Center for Cognitive Studies at 
Tufts University. 
    Zebrowski cited Dennett as her “intellectual hero,” 
explaining that “it was one of Dennett’s papers that 
launched my own cognitive science journey.” Without 

Daniel C. Dennett: 

Selzer lecture probes minds
any further ado, she introduced the man--and the 
mind--we’d all been waiting for.  
    Dennet’s lecture was titled “A Human Mind as an 
Upside-Down Brain,” and it addressed the relationship 
between the physical brain and the conscious mind. 
Dennett began the lecture with the straightforward 
question, “How is the human mind possible?”     He 
would spend the next two hours answering this 
question. 
    Appropriately, Dennett started his discussion 
with Descartes, the 17th century philosopher who 
suggested the brain was distinct and separate from the 
“immaterial soul.” Dennett proposes not a dualism 
of brain and mind, but a dualism of “hardware” and 
“software,” hardware being our neurological structures 
and software our conscious minds. 
    As for the hardware, we get that the same way 
the rest of the world does: through the process of 
evolution.  
    “Natural selection is a stupid, mindless, absolutely 
reasonless process,” said Dennett. Yet it is this 
mindless process that has led to behaviors and 
phenomena in nature that seem as utilitarian and 
reasonable as the most calculated, purposeful man-
made artifacts or human behaviors. As examples 
Dennett offered the intricate architecture of a termite 

colony and the complex structure of a caddis fly food 
sieve.  
    Dennett then presented a clip of neurons spreading 
their dendritic branches throughout the brain. Our 
brain cells, Dennett pointed out, are just as unaware 
and reasonless as the termites and caddis flies. “That’s 
what you’ve got in there,” he said, tapping the side of 
his head. “Billions of little robots.”  
    And what about the “software” side of Dennett’s 
dualism? To answer this question, Dennett drew our 
attention to a major transition in the evolution of life 
on Earth: the “human culture revolution,” in which 
early humans were infused with culture and language.  
    The combination of human cognitive powers with 
culture and language led to the snowballing process of 
cultural evolution, with each new generation building 
off of the last one. Words were key in this process, 
allowing us to express concepts and ideas and build off 
of past innovations. 
    This elaboration of culture took on a life of its own, 
said Dennett, and led to consciousness and life as we 
know it today. In the end, it was language and culture-
-which were brought about by the mindless process 
of natural selection, mind you--that made our minds 
possible in the first place.

Elizabeth Makarewicz’11 attended the 

recent Madison protests and got this close 

to the Rev. Jesse Jackson.

IMAGE COURTESY OF ELIZABETH  
MAKAREWICZ. 
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By Steven Jackson

STAFF WRITER

    Beloit Student Congress was gaveled to order shortly 
after 7 p.m. this Monday. For the announcements 
portion of the evening’s events, student entrepreneur 
Ben Robinson’12 advertised for his grassroots snack 
business. Robinson sells his candy and soft drinks 
outside of BSC meetings and he also offers room service. 

Following the theme of sweet things you put in your 
mouth, a Milkshake Monday representative suggested 
that patrons of the weekly event bring their own cups 
to cut back on waste.
    Club Oversight Organization approved Ballroom 
Dance Team for trial status. Residential Life Committee 
discussed future campus renovation ideas and gender-

neutral housing. Student Policy Committee spent the 
bulk of their meeting last week discussing the alcohol 
policy.  “Overdrinking is to the extent that we have 
to reconsider our alcohol policy and philosophy,” said 
committee chair Evan Staff. Staff encouraged students 

to get involved in the discussion by attending Student 
Policy Committee meetings on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
in Mathers.
    Student forum featured Amani Edwards’12 and 
Dominique Clayton’12, who presented on the 
McNair Scholars Program. The McNair Program, 
founded in memory of African American physicist 
and astronaut Ronald Edwin McNair, helps students 
from underrepresented segments of society obtain 

By Hana Skoblow

STAFF WRITER

    As violence in Libya grows, citizens of its capitol city, 
Tripoli, no longer leave their homes or even peek out 
of their windows for fear of injury or kidnapping. Like 
other recent demonstrations in the Middle East, online 
networking sites -- Facebook and Twitter -- aided in 

the organization of the Libyan protests. Unlike the 
others, however, the protests in Libya quickly spiraled 
out of control and Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, who 

seized power in 1969, is using more extreme 
measures to squash protesters, such as tear 

BSC Report: McNair! SSS! Jump Ropes!

graduate degrees. Beloit College is one of the few 
liberal arts schools to offer the program. Edwards and 

Clayton, focusing on modern languages and psychology, 
respectively, will spend next summer conducting 
research as part of the program.
    Nate Edwards’02, a Beloit alumnus and former 
McNair Scholar, then presented on Student Support 
Services (SSS), a Beloit College program that often 

goes unnoticed on campus. SSS is one of Beloit’s three 
federally funded TRiO programs. SSS serves first-

generation college students, those from a modest income 
background, and students with disabilities. About 125 
Beloit College students use the program. SSS aims for 

an 80% graduation rate for participating students, and 

it has been more than successful. “We’ve been in the 
mid-to-high 90s for 30 years,” said Edwards.

    Following student forum, we had a short break, at 
which point I ate a delicious black bean burger and 
some Garden Salsa Sun Chips. After eating most of 
my burger, break was over and Body Wrap/Power 
commenced. Nothing happened. I finished my black 

bean burger.
    The first item of business was a Buncha-K proposal 

amendment from the Beloit Student-Athlete Advisory 

Committee. The proposal, which has already been 
approved, is for about $8,000 of athletic equipment 

in the Sports Center. In light of pricing changes, this 
amendment decreases the original proposal by one 
dollar and adds extra equipment--including jump ropes 

and a state-of-the-art jump rope rack for said jump 

ropes. The amendment was approved, and I for one am 
looking forward to getting my swell on, pumping mad 
reps and jumping mad ropes once the new equipment 
arrives.
    The next and final item of business was the proposed 

batch of election bylaw changes. According to the 
changes, candidate platforms will be limited to 200 
words, and applications will be collected solely by 
e-mail. The changes will be voted on next meeting.

    With the sweet, sweet promise of next week’s 
election bylaw changes hanging in the air, the meeting 
was adjourned. I ate the rest of my Sun Chips.
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Beyond the Bubble: Lybia, Georgia, Sir Paul, Apple and Assange
gas, gunfire, blackouts, and rumors of plans to bomb his 

own civilians. The death toll recorded by the Human 
Rights Watch stands at 233, but according to Italian 
foreign minister Franco Frattini, as many as 1,000 
people may have died since the first protest on Feb. 16. 

    Georgia State Rep. Bobby Franklin has proposed a 
bill that requires proof that every miscarriage occurring 
in the state of Georgia can be attributed to natural 
causes. Franklin calls abortion “prenatal murder” and 
declares that a new group called the Uterus Police must 
investigate any miscarriage with an unknown cause 
of death. The Uterus Police will investigate by asking 
family and friends of a woman who has miscarried. The 
bill will also prohibit abortions in cases of maternal 
bleeding, cancer, or ectopic pregnancies that can be 
fatal to both mother and fetus. The bill is not expected 
to pass, especially since as many as 1 in 5 pregnancies 
end in miscarriages, most of which happen without 
explanation.
    Paul McCartney shifted his talents into the classical 
music world and wrote “Ocean’s Kingdom,” a ballet to 

be performed starting Sept. 22 by the New York City 
Ballet. With choreography help from City Ballet’s 
master in chief Peter Martins, the piece will have a cast 
of 40 to 45 dancers and run from 45 to 50 minutes.
    Just over a year after releasing the iPad, Apple is set 
to unveil the newer model, the iPad 2, on March 2. The 
company has kept quiet about what the updated version 
will bring, but tech-savvy bloggers expect a front-facing 

camera for video chatting.
    After a ruling by a British juddge, Wikileaks founder 
Julian Assange will be extradited to Sweden to face 
charges. Arrested on Dec. 7, Assange faces three sexual 
assault allegations and one of rape from last August. 
Assange is afraid that Wikileaks will make him a target 
to an unfair trial or inhumane treatment in Sweden, 
where most trials are conducted in private. Assange 
chose Sweden over extradition to the US, where he 
faces Wikileaks-related charges that are punishable by 

death.

Sources: CNN, NYTimes, RTTNews, Babble, BBC
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Re-Lax: Lacrosse could be coming to play
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By Mary Keister

STUDENT ADVISER

    Two new sports teams could be added to Beloit’s 
roster by the spring of 2013, according to a proposal put 
forth by the college in conjunction with the athletic 
department.
    If funding comes together within the next few 
weeks, the college plans to renovate the track at Strong 
Stadium, install a turf field at the location of the current 
football field, and add two lacrosse teams — one men’s, 
one women’s — to the sports teams already offered.
     The idea for a lacrosse team rose out of discussions 
about renovating the track and putting in a turf field. 
Improving the track has been a conversation the school 
has had for almost a decade, according to Director of 
Athletics and Recreation Peggy Carl. Renovating the 
track would involve driving over the field, so it made 
sense to replace the field with turf since the field would 
have to be fixed anyway.  
     The benefit of having a turf field, President Scott 
Bierman said, is that it can be used year-round and can 
withstand the occasionally harsh Midwest climate. The 
field could be used for football and also for ultimate 

frisbee. A turf field is also convenient for playing lacrosse 
in the Midwest, and thus the lacrosse proposal was 
conjoined with the proposal for the turf field. Without 
the turf field, the teams could not exist.
    Construction on the track and the turf field could 
potentially begin as early as late this spring if funding 
is finalized within the next few weeks. If the funding 
can’t be pulled together in the next few weeks, then 
construction may be pushed to late next spring. The 
work on the track and field must be done over the 
summer because teams cannot use the space while it is 
under construction. 
     If the funding for the project is completed early this 
spring, then the athletic department could hire coaches 
— two head coaches and two assistant coaches — as 
soon as this spring. That would allow the coaches to 
spend the summer and next year recruiting the teams. 
Once players are gathered, NCAA teams could officially 
begin playing lacrosse competitively in the fall of 2012.
    The total project of the track, the turf field and the 
lacrosse program will be about $3.7 million, according 
to Bierman. The lacrosse portion would be about $1 
million, and that funding would cover the coaching 
salaries, equipment, travel costs and other operating 

costs for five to seven years of the program. The money 
would be added to the athletic department’s budget 
instead of redistributing the money the department 
already has. 
     Bierman predicts a lacrosse program would be a 
big draw for prospective student-athletes from the 
Midwest. Currently, according to Bierman, students 
who want to play lacrosse and attend a good liberal 
arts college usually have to look to the East Coast. If 
this athletic proposal comes together, Beloit would be 
the first selective liberal arts college within the triangle 
of Minneapolis, Milwaukee and Chicago to have an 
NCAA lacrosse program.
     The sport of lacrosse is rapidly spreading among top 
high schools in the Midwest. Of the top 30 high schools 
in Illinois, as ranked by the Chicago Sun-Times, 18 have 
a lacrosse program. Lacrosse is also becoming popular 
in high schools in Minnesota, Indiana, and Michigan.
     Though Beloit would be the first liberal arts 
college within the area to have a lacrosse program, 
other collegiate teams are still available to play in the 
Midwest. Beloit’s lacrosse teams would be able to play 
NCAA teams, but they might have to travel a bit to do 
so, Carl said. 

By Sam Offutt

CONTRIBUTOR

This weekend will feature major UFC fights in the 
welterweight and lightweight divisions. Make sure to check 
these out:

BJ Penn vs. Jon Fitch (Welterweight-170 lbs)

    Jon Fitch (27-3) holds the record for the second-longest 
winning streak in UFC history. Since 2003, he has lost 
only to George St. Pierre, the second ranked fighter on 
the planet. Fitch is well rounded and a man to be feared 
in the cage. Unfortunately for him, his opponent this 
Saturday is BJ Penn.
   BJ “The Prodigy” Penn’s record (16-7) may be less 
impressive on paper, but he is not to be taken lightly. 
Penn holds the current record for the fastest black 
belt ever earned in the sport of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and 
was the first non-Brazilian to win the World Jiu-Jitsu 
Championships. At 24-years old, he was fighting for a 
belt in the UFC. Over his career he has fought in 11 title 
fights and held the lightweight title for more than two 

years.  Often accused of relying on talent and natural 
ability rather than hard work, Penn’s career is in need of 
a jump start.  After being dethroned in April 2010 and 
suffering back-to-back losses at the hands of current 
lightweight champ Frankie Edgar, last November Penn 
decided to move up a weight class and fight a long 
time rival and former champion, Matt Hughes. Only 
21 seconds into the first round, Penn floored Hughes 
with a huge right hand and sent him to the canvas 
unconscious. All eyes are on Penn to see if he can keep 
Fitch’s relentless wrestling attack at bay and win this 
“Number One Contender” fight to reclaim his former 
glory.

George Sotiropoulos vs. Dennis Siver 
(Lightweight-155 lbs)

  George Sotiropoulos (G-Sot) was a successful 
investment banker for years before he decided to 
abandon his career and follow his dream of fighting.  In 
the last two years he has become a true force in the 
lightweight division.  G-Sot is one of the few Australians 
to make waves in the sport and is part of the reason 

why, as a gift to Australian fight fans, UFC 127 is being 
held in his home country.
    Currently on a seven-fight winning streak against top 
competition, the only man that stands between him and 

a title shot is Russo-German kick boxer Dennis Siver.  
Siver, who looks like Daniel Craig’s even-more-ripped 
doppelganger, will have a distinct advantage on his feet 
while G-Sot will have a huge advantage on the mat.  
The last time G-Sot fought in front of his hometown, 
he won a $50,000 bonus for having one of the most 
exciting fights of the year.  Expect fireworks on the feet 
and exciting transitioning on the ground.  Anyone who 
wants to watch an investment banker get punched in 
the face and/or punch someone else in the face should 
look forward to this match.

Will BJ Penn get his groove back?

Expect fireworks on the feet 
and exciting transitioning on 

the ground.

“ “
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The 
underside of 
the turtle’s 

shell
By Michael Williams
CONTRIBUTOR

    On a warm August night in 1901, the first six members 
of Beloit College’s first and only secret society were 
initiated. Each member heard the responsibilities about 
to be placed on their shoulders: their charge to the 
student body and the best interests of the college. The 
initiation took place on the symbol of Beloit College, 
the turtle mound, where all further initiations 
would take place. This ritual of initiation would 
give this secret society the name that has been 
mostly forgotten by students and faculty alike: 
the Turtle Mound Society.
    If you ask around the Beloit College campus, 
you might be surprised by how few people know 
anything about Beloit College’s now extinct secret 
society. Even the old Beloit Student Congress 
president, Alex Catalan, had never heard of 
the Turtle Mound Society. When they first arrive on 
campus, first-years are bombarded with information 
about the antiquity of Beloit College and its traditions 
of intensive education since the fall of 1846. It’s sad to 
think that the only remaining evidence of these times 
are the buildings, paintings, a few curious artifacts and 
the faculty. The Turtle Mound Society, one of the oldest 
Beloit College traditions, was abolished in 1975 under 
the jurisdiction of President Martha Peterson.
    The Turtle Mound Society was a secret society of 
six senior students who would serve in the society for 
one year. At the end of their year, these students would 
choose six soon-to-be seniors to replace them. These six 
students were originally all-male because the meetings 
were held past midnight and until the late 1960s, female 
students had to be in the dorms by midnight.
    The Turtle Mound Society’s function changed over 
time. In the beginning, it was tasked with working 
behind the scenes to steer the college in a direction 

that the society felt best represented the 

student-body opinion. They also functioned as channel 
of information to the current college president, allowing 
them a glimpse into the culture of Beloit College 
students and their opinions on issues ranging from 
the institution of an honor code to the segregation of 
student dorms. Toward the end of the society’s reign, 
from 1953 to 1974, the group served largely as a way for 
President Miller Upton to get unfettered advice on the 
student body. 
    Jerry Gustafson, a professor of Economics at Beloit 
College since 1967, served as the president of the 
Turtle Mound Society, along  with five other members 
from 1962 to 1963 under President Upton. Gustafson 
described President Upton as having been very 
interested in maintaining an anonymous channel of 
information from the students to his administration. 
It was important to keep the Society members 
anonymous so that they would have no constituency 
bias and would act purely on what they felt was the 
popular opinion of the student body. “We all felt such a 
sense of responsibility to really try to accurately reflect 
what was going on in ways that would be constructive,” 
Gustafson said, remembering what he enjoyed most 
about the group. Gustafson described the secrecy of 

the group as well maintained. “No one knew who was 
in it from year to year. As a matter of fact, it used to be 
a big deal when the yearbook came out, because there’d 
be a picture of the Turtle Mound Society members.” 
Gustafson said. Once every two weeks Upton would 
hold meetings in his house from midnight until 2:00 
in the morning, allowing Gustafson and the rest of 
the Society members to discuss among themselves the 
student opinion on issues affecting the college at the 
time. “The meetings were organized by the President. I 
always had an agenda. We would sort of discuss matters 
that would be on our little agenda. Then, the president’s 
wife would serve us cocoa and brownies, and we’d break 
into more general discussions,” Gustafson said of the 
majority of their meetings. “Upton rarely asked us direct 
questions.” When asked how much influence the Turtle 
Mound Society had with Upton, Gustafson paused a 
moment. “That’s a very good question, and the answer 
is… we had some. But the President would explain to us 
and did so several times, ‘I want you involved in what’s 

going on. I won’t necessarily do what you tell me. All I 
want is the benefit of your opinions.” 
    The biggest issue that was discussed by Gustafson 
and his fellow Society members at the time was Upton’s 
idea of imposing an honor code on the college. “We 
had considerable discussion about the prospect of an 
honor code. He was very disappointed with us because 
we all thought that it was dishonorable. For some 
reason or another, we didn’t wind up getting an honor 
code,” Gustafson said. The code President Upton was 
suggesting was a system where every student who 
entered the college would pledge to not cheat and to 
maintain academic honesty at all times. Gustafson 
believed that such a thing only encourages students to 
turn on each other for minor infractions that may not 
be infractions at all, but simple misunderstandings. Talk 
of an honor code is still going on today. “There’s been 
talk about raising a code here in just the last few years,” 
Gustafson said.     
     The lead-up to the fall of the Turtle Mound Society 
in the 1970s began with an increase in the number 
of members. Gustafson came back to teach at Beloit 
College in 1967 and ended up attending some of the 
Turtle Mound Society meetings in the early 1970s. At 

that point, female students were allowed 
out of the dorms after midnight, and so the 
group was no longer only men. The group 
had grown to a dozen members, instead of 
the usual six. “When I did go as a faculty 
member a couple of times, the meetings 
were disasters. Whining sessions,” Gustafson 
said. “Nothing happened. Totally different 
experience than the one that I had in ‘62.” 

The increased numbers and openness of the society 
impeded its usefulness and lead to its end in 1975 when 
President Martha Peterson assumed office.  
    With the election of a new president and the entrance 
into a new era for Beloit College, the question of whether 
something like the Turtle Mound Society could benefit 
the school presently is an interesting question.
    The most uncomfortable aspect of the revival of such 
a society, according to newly elected Beloit College 
President Scott Bierman, is the secrecy. A secret society 
composed of members anonymous to the student body 
is contrary to Beloit College’s culture of openness and 
anti-elitism. “I first heard about the Turtle Mound 
Society from a trustee who was a member,” President 
Bierman said, “I’ve talked to a lot of people about it.” 
Bierman explained that he had heard a fair bit about 
the society from various old members as he prepared 
to assume his position as president. “My sense is that it 
had its ups and downs. In its best moments, it provided 
a nice opportunity for a president to hear a student 

The most uncomfortable aspect of the 
revival of such a society, according to 

newly elected Beloit College President Scott 
Bierman, is the secrecy. 

“
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By Jeremy Cornelius
FEATURES EDITOR

    In the midst of our precarious, unpredictable financial 
climate in the United States, businesses are all facing 
fickle times and now, with the popular invention of 
Amazon.com’s Kindle, 
Barnes and Noble’s 
Nook and Border’s 
Ereader, book sales 
are plummeting. Two 
hundred Borders book 
stores closed this year, 
and with corporations 
having to close their 
doors, imagine the 
threat to independent 
bookstores. Powell’s 
Books in Portland, Ore., 
the United States’ most 
famous independent 
bookstore, was forced to 
lay off 31 of its employee 
for the first time in the 
history of the company.
    Now the shops-
around-the-corner all 
over the the country are 
having to glance at their 
finances and consider 
the possibility of having 
to close their books and 
doors. The increasing 
economic problem for 
businesses becomes 
especially apparent when one’s own community has to 
deal with the possibility of seeing businesses all around 
them go under.  
    Just north of Beloit in Madison, Wis., A Room of 
One’s Own, with its decorative hunter green awning, has 
recently been re-evaluating its support and considering 
not renewing their lease for the upcoming year. Of 
course this decision is not set, but store manager Sandi 
assures regular customers that they are not going down 
silently, without a battle. 
     The 36-year-old business has flourished in the 
community, offering a distinct feminist literary presence. 
Sandi, the only one remaining of the five young student 
founders from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
is giving the opportunity for the community to prove 
its support to the store by starting a new awareness-
raising campaign: buy five books over the next 365 days. 
E-mails have been sent out to people on their mailing 
list, complete with a printable placard where one can 
pledge their devotion to this campaign. According to 
Sandi, around 200 have already been collected since she 
starting the campaign only a couple of weeks ago.

     The store has maintained support from the Women’s 
and Gender Studies faculty at the university, but 
Sandi makes the distinction that while the store has 
ongoing support from the faculty, the administration 
isn’t as willing to assist the store. The UW-Madison 
administration encourages students to buy books 

online, instead of 
supporting local 
businesses. However, 
the store always keeps 
a section of the store 
for WGST textbooks 
open to students.  
    Since the store’s title 
is named after Virginia 
Woolf ’s famous essay, 
Sandi must have her 
own favorite Woolf 
novel. When asked 
if she is an avid fan 
of Woolf ’s work, 
Sandi replied, “I like 
her and read her in 
college.” Her favorite 
of Woolf ’s novels 
is “Mrs. Dalloway,” 
and just as precise 
as “Mrs. Dalloway” 
is about organizing 
her party, Sandi is 
taking cautious steps 
in planning out the 
future of A Room of 
One’s Own. 
    In closing, she said, 

“I’m sure we’ve been a strong presence in Madison. We 
started as a feminist bookstore to stay. We feel sure that 
Madison wants us to stay, and not just Madison, but 
surrounding places too.” 
    A Room of One’s Own constantly has events throughout 
the year, including Shameless Hussies Book Club, the 
Gay Men’s Book Club, and local author readings. The 
store is a huge supporter of the LGBTQ community, as 
well as featuring a stellar non-sexist children’s section. 
If you care to join their new campaign or stop in and 
browse their fiction, nonfiction, poetry, feminist and 
queer theory or if you’re searching for a clever bumper 
sticker or button, they are located at 307 West Johnson 
St. in Madison and are open Monday through Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. and Sunday 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. If you would 
like to add your name on the pledge board for their new 
campaign, walk in and fill out a placard or feel free to call 
them at (608) 257-7888 and have them put your name on 
their board. Visit their website at roomofonesown.com 
for more information.

was less cluttered by political issues. In its worst 
moments, it was secretive and people were just 
sort of doing things in an underhanded way.” 
When asked about the possibility of bringing 
the Turtle Mound Society back, President 
Bierman was reluctant to give a clear answer. “I 
don’t know. It’s a different world that we’re in 
right now. I don’t know whether it’s a good time 
or not to think about a Turtle Mound Society. 
It’s probably a thing that’s past its time.” 
    The main argument against reviving the Turtle 
Mound Society revolves around the negative 
impact the secrecy might have on the student 
body. Both President Bierman and the current 
Dean of Students, Bill Flanagan, described the 
Turtle Mound Society as outdated and not fit 
for the times we live in. The secrecy of the 
Society seems to be a contradiction to Beloit’s 
reputation as being progressive and forward- 
thinking, but this is not necessarily true. An 
article written in Beloit Magazine by Fred 
Burwell, the Beloit College Library’s archivist, 
reveals the power of the Turtle Mound Society 
to effect progressive change in the college. 
Burwell details in his article how the Turtle 
Mound Society, in conjunction with dissatisfied 
members of the Beloit College Round Table, 
influenced the student body to pressure the 
Archaean Union, which was responsible for 
publishing the Round Table, into changing 
the Round Table from a weekly magazine 
publication to a news sheet. 
      Gustafson’s description of the Turtle Mound 
Society arguing against an honor code which 
they felt would negatively affect students is 
another example of the society working in the 
interest of the student body. The issue of secrecy 
may make students uncomfortable at first, but 
revealing the identities of members at the end 
of the school year keeps the society benign, 
especially since members are only members 
for a year and graduate after their term in the 
society is done. Beloit College has the maturity, 
sense of responsibility and humility to allow 
a group like the Turtle Mound Society to be 
a possible positive balance to other student 
groups and constituencies, without many of the 
negative effects secret societies usually bring. 

Don’t let Woolf’s room turn tomb“The underside of the turtle’s shell” cont’d 
from page 5
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    Last week the United States House of 
Representatives passed a bill that would 
eliminate all federal funding for Planned 
Parenthood’s services. Due to the hot-

button nature of any issue in which Planned 
Parenthood is involved, there is a lot of 
misinformation and controversy surrounding 
this bill. 
    After I graduated high school I took a 
semester off school, during which I interned 

in the Education and 
Diversity department 
of Planned 
Parenthood of 
Saint Louis. During 
that semester, I 
organized a campaign 
to introduce 
comprehensive 
sexuality education 
in a local high school, 
helped develop 
curriculum for the 
teen education 
program, was 
involved with running 
the teen advocacy 
group, and organized 
the advocacy group’s 
presentation on teen 
dating violence. Because of my background 
working for the preventative health efforts of 

Planned Parenthood, I take the implications of 
this bill very seriously.
    First the facts: it is already the case that no 
federal funding goes to the arm of Planned 
Parenthood that provides abortions. Planned 
Parenthood is structured such that the “wing” 
of the organization that administers abortions 
is separate from its main sexual health clinic, as 
well as from its political and educational wings. 
This separation guarantees that, as required 
by the law, no federal money is ever allocated 
to the arm of Planned Parenthood that is 
responsible for providing abortions. 
    The vast majority of the services provided 
by Planned Parenthood, and the only ones that 

currently receive federal funding, 
are educational, women’s health, 

and sexual health services. One of the main 
goals of these programs is to prevent unwanted 
pregnancies in the first place by providing 

education about birth control options and 
access to reproductive health services. 
Without federal funding to support these vital 
preventative services, the number of unwanted 
pregnancies will rise significantly. This bill may 

well have the unintended effect of increasing 

abortions, and that rise will most likely be in 
unsafe abortions.
    Planned Parenthood’s health clinics provide 
many vital health services, including well 

women exams, well 
male exams, birth 
control counseling 
and prescriptions, and 
STI screening and 
treatment. Without the 
funding to continue 
to provide these 
services at affordable 

costs, the availability 
of these services, 
particularly to low-

income communities, 
will plummet. Without 
access to these services, 
many communities will 
experience a rise in STI 
infection rate as well 
as a rise in untreated 
STIs and other sexual 

health issues such as cervical cancer. With 
lack of available testing and treatment, fewer 
people will opt to get tested for STIs and 
many who are infected will remain unaware of 
their status. This will lead to an even greater 
increase in sexually transmitted infection rates 
across the country. 
    The aim of this bill is not to cut off federal 

funding for abortion providers; that has already 
been done. The aim and possible effect of this 

bill is to shut down Planned Parenthood. The 
people behind this bill believe that shutting 
down Planned Parenthood would cut off access 

to abortions. What it would really do is cut off 

access not only to safe abortions, but to low-

cost, high-quality reproductive health care that 

millions of people rely on every year to stay 
safe and healthy. 

By Kate Finman
CONTRIBUTOR

    Beloit, I’m going to be honest with you here. I’m registered 
to vote under the Republican Party.  I’m as pro-life as pro-life 

gets, and yes, they do let people like me come to this college.  
    This past weekend, a bill passed through the United States 
House of Representatives that would liquidate federal funding 
for Planned Parenthood clinics. When I heard that this bill 
passed, I actually squealed in delight. Then it was back to 
reality: I’m at Beloit College, where every opinion is welcome 
until you decide to be conservative.  Then it’s “who are you 
and what are you doing here?” 
    The Huffington Post, a traditionally liberal newspaper, 

reported that the passage of this bill was an “all-out war on 

women.” I’ve heard similar outcries around campus, and do 
you know what I do? I laugh. I laugh because the earliest 
feminists, the very people who worked to give women like 
myself the right to vote, were strongly pro-life. Feminist Susan 

B. Anthony once referred to abortion as a “monstrous crime,” 
and wasn’t afraid to call it what it is: “child murder.” Most 
feminists didn’t even assume a pro-choice position until the 

1970s.  
    There is a very simple reason for this: abortion hurts 
women. Women who have abortions deal with stress, anxiety 
and depression, often for the rest of their lives. They are at a 
higher risk for suicide. Oh, and for all of you still waving the 
“women’s right to choose” flag: about 1.3 million infants were 

aborted this past year, and statistically speaking, about half of 
those were female. Can I ask where their right to choose is? I 
can’t speak for them, but I’m pretty sure they wouldn’t choose 
to die before they ever lived. 
    But in a few hundred words I’m not going to turn you pro-

life, so let’s move past abortion. Let’s talk about how Planned 
Parenthood has repeatedly snuck around federal mandates 
when it comes to reporting crimes. There is documented 
evidence that Planned Parenthood employees bore witness 
to a prostitution ring and did not report it. Isn’t prostitution 
illegal in this country? And aren’t federally funded institutions 
required to comply with federal regulations? What about 
statutory rape? Sexual abuse? Planned Parenthood has 
continuously helped perpetrators of these heinous crimes get 
around rules like parental consent and notification and done 

absolutely nothing to stop the crime.  I don’t know about 
you, but I certainly don’t want my tax dollars serving as a 
catalyst for the perpetuation of sexual abuse. I understand 
that Planned Parenthood provides other services as well, but 
let’s get real. They make a lot of money performing abortions 
and some of these sex traffickers and abusers are their biggest 

customers. The organization is not acting responsibly, or with 
integrity, and is a detrimental harm to society.  It’s not the bill 
that’s an “all-out war on women,” it’s the organization itself.

Cutting Funding from Planned Parenthood: 
A Public Health Disaster

What’s Hurting Women? 

IMAGE BY MACKENZIE KURTZ
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By Nick Stephens

PHOTO EDITOR

    “Mundify the epigastrium” is a phrase the 
average person has never said nor heard.  
However, when Daniel Dennett, the 2011 Beloit 
College Visiting Selzer Philosopher, told everyone 
attending his lecture this past Wednesday night 
to repeat it three or four times, they had the 
faculty to do so despite their unfamiliarity with 
the phrase.  Our ability to process language is one 
of the many amazing capabilities humans possess, 

By Elizabeth Crea 
STAFF WRITER  
    After three years of being 
a student at Beloit, I am still 
employed in the disregarded 
world of food service. As a 
freshman, I was reassured by 
my older peers that my stressful 
10 hour-a-week dishwashing 
stint at Commons would pay 
off. Next year, I’d work in 
an office filing paperwork or 
running errands for professors, 
but certainly not scrubbing 
corn nibblets off a skillet. I 
quickly began to realize that 
these promises were false. Even 
after intense on-campus job 
searches, the opportunities 
for non-food service jobs were 
limited. 
    Ever since my first job at 
McDonald’s, I have worked 
on my feet. My parents are 
working class, and although 
they want me to succeed 
in a promising career after 
graduation, I fear that even 
with a liberal arts diploma I will always remain in this 
working class system.  
    It’s difficult to have respect for a college that doesn’t 
pay attention to its students’ right to seek work that 
is relevant to their skills and majors. Essentially, where 
you’re put freshman year is where you’ll stay—unless 

Dennett Defies Dogma

Beloit College Keeps the Working Class Working

you make your way up the hierarchy. 
    The overall attitude of the Financial Aid Office 
is: “Need a job? You’re on your own.” It’s not an 
outrageous notion; students are mature enough to 
find jobs themselves. But there are many constraints, 
such as favoritism and departments’ unwillingness to 
train new employees. While networking is important, 

jobs at Beloit are not distributed by 
work ethic or performance, rather 
by whom you happen to know. 
Thus, the job sphere beyond food 
service is often impenetrable. 
    Why am I getting paid minimum 
wage and only allowed nine hours 
of work per week when Resident 
Assistants get paid much more for 
a non-labor position? While they’re 
getting paid for rule enforcement, 
complex, and camaraderie, I’m 
punching a time clock and growing 
more bitter by the day. Just because 
my job is to serve sandwiches it is in 
no way less respectable. I am tired 
of being treated with disrespect by 
my peers just because I happen to 
work at DK’s as a junior.  
    I have very little hope for my 
future work situation because of 
Beloit College’s lack of support and 
advancement opportunities. How 
am I supposed to add to my resume 
when all I’ve been doing is food 
prep and washing dishes for the 
past three years? I know I am hard 

working, but will future employers see it that way?  
    I have some consolation. I know what it is like to 
feel downtrodden after serving the unappreciative 
general public, and this idea definitely fuels my pursuit 
for a better job. But I certainly can not find that 
“better job” on this campus.

A DK’s worker hands food to a fellow student.

PHOTO BY NICK STEPHENS

an ability for which we begin to develop competence 
even before we comprehend it, the underlying theme of 
Dennett’s lecture.
    I had never heard of Dennett until seeing posters 
around campus with the alluring title of “The Human 
Mind as an Upside Down Brain.”  I attended his lecture 
with only slightly attenuated ignorance, having skimmed 
his Wikipedia a few hours before he spoke.  One of 
the four horseman in cahoots with “Darwin’s Bulldog,” 
Richard Dawkins, Dennett is among the leaders of the 
“new atheism,” whose aims are not to merely dissent 

from religion but to aggressively counter it.  As a 
recovering atheist/current religious ignoramus, I 
both admire and am appalled by the bellicosity of 
this movement.  Dennett entertained a group of 
fifteen students for lunch, myself included, and I 
took the opportunity to ask him a question I had 
had on my mind during his lecture:  “How does 
one begin to have a conversation with someone 
whose views are so rooted in dogma to the extent 
that any sort of demur is instantly brandished 
as blasphemous?”  He took a deep breath and 
responded, “With great caution and diplomacy.”  
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Walking Oceans will be performing at the C-Haus next 
Wednesday, March 2 at 10 p.m. The local band Mr. Alec 

Baldwin will open. 

Round Table: How/when did you guys form?
Walking Oceans: We’ve been together for about a 
year and a half now and been playing mostly locally in 

Kansas City and Lawrence for the past year.  Three of 

us were previously playing in another band together 
and were ready to start something fresh after our 
singer moved away.  We spent the first six or so months 
writing and rehearsing before we felt ready to play for 

people.  After playing some shows for a while and getting 

a good response and lots of requests for recordings for 
fans to listen to, we hit the studio to record our first 
album, “Dear Isaac,” with engineer Joshua Browning 
at Hey! Bulldog Soundlabs.  Since then, we’ve been 
playing lots of shows, getting merchandise and such 
designed, and booking this tour.  Now we’re ready to 
hit the road and have been just polishing our show and 
writing some new songs for the next record as well.  It’s 
been a process and a learning experience, but we’re all 
very excited to be a part of this band.

RT: How did you decide to be 
an instrumental band?
WO: Well the easy answer is, none of us are very 
exceptional singers!  But really, we had intended on 
being instrumental from the start and don’t have any 

plans to change that.  We just feel like we can put on 
an equally exciting show without vocals.  There are 
so many local bands out there that have great songs 
with mediocre vocals on top of it all.  If we ever met 
someone that had the voice to fit our songs perfectly, 
who knows where we might end up.  But we really like 
the way things are now.  Writing instrumental songs is 
a fun and different challenge.  We don’t have to write 
our songs while catering to anything but each other’s 
instruments.  

RT: What is some of your favorite music today?
WO: 2011 is going to be a good year for music, although 
I think we find ourselves saying that every year.  The 
new Radiohead that everyone is talking about is great, 
and probably the first really exciting thing to come out 
this year.  We’re very excited for the next Thrice album, 
Portugal. The Man, Russian Circles, Minus the Bear has 
been talking about another album, Coldplay, Elbow, Fleet 
Foxes, “Daybreak” by Saves the Day, “Wasting Light” by 

Foo Fighters, “In and Out of Youth and Lightness” by 
Young Widows, “The Language We Speak” by Former 
Thieves, and probably a bunch of others I’m forgetting 
about right now.  The new Glassjaw stuff is really cool, 
we’ve been diggin’ on that lately as well.  There’s a lot 

of really great music out there. We’re pretty much just 
always excited for the next thing.

RT: What song should first-time listeners hear 
that best sums you up?
WO: We usually recommend “Northwestern Shore” to 

people that haven’t heard us.  It’s a pretty straight to the 
point song and features a little bit of everything that 
we do besides all our ambient segues and such.  “Dear 
Isaac” is a concept album, which is mostly just us being 
nerds and talking through what’s going on during the 
songs as we’re writing them.  It’s a story about an 18th 
century ship captain, Isaac Redwind, and his voyage 
as he tries to make it back to his wife before she is 

hung.  This particular song features one of my favorite 
parts of the album, where Isaac and his crew hit a storm 
as they’re trying to make it home.

RT: Anything else you’d like to tell people about 
your music or your show?
WO: One of the things we wanted to focus on from 
the beginning is putting on a fun and exciting live 
show.  Kevin built most of our lighting and we run it 
all with switches on the floor while we’re playing.  It’s 
nothing revolutionary, but we think it’s definitely an 
exciting show to watch.  We like to view albums as an 
entire piece rather than a collection of songs, so we try 

to approach our live show in a similar way.  I always love 
when a band segues their songs together, and you’ll find 
that our album is like that and our show is similar but 
does have some gaps in it.  So it’s one thing to listen 
to our record, but we hope that you feel like you’re 
watching and hearing something really cool when you’re 
at a show.  We hope that people can see how much we 
care about all the little details, and that they go home 
remembering a great show.

Stand-up Comedy Show 
this Tuesday, March 1st at 

Wilson Theater!
    This Tuesday, March 1, start your spring break 
celebrations early by coming to see comedian Dave 
Waite perform live in Wilson Theater. Waite’s oddball 

stories and rants have made him a favorite at clubs 
around the Midwest. A square peg who found happiness 
when he stopped trying to fit in, Waite’s hilarious tales 
of personal failure have won the love of audiences 
young and old alike. In 2009 he performed on Comedy 
Central’s “Live at Gotham” and won the Silver Nail Award 
as “Best Underground Comic” at the Aspen Rooftop 
Comedy Festival.
    Also performing will be student comedian Jacob 
Williams, who recently opened for Pauly Shore on his 
Showtime special taping at the Palm’s Resort concert 
theater in Las Vegas. This special free show is made 

possible by Res Life and BelFAST asWilliams’ all-
campus RA project. The show begins at 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 1 in Wilson Theater and is free for 
students, faculty, staff and friends of Beloit College.

An Interview with Walking Oceans

“I don’t know if they started a skinny bitch group 
with a bunch of skinny bitches.”- Jesse Norris

“All of you shit, all of you shit and you deny it.”- 
Catherine Orr

“We fed them some food that was pretty good for 
growing puppies.” - Yaffa Grossman

“The semester has started... let’s do drugs!”- 
Daniel Youd

“Punk made mistakes legit.” - James Cogan

“I’m going to be the first person to bring up nice 
and toasty shits.” - Fran Abbate

“Somebody always finds the baby you’re trying to 
kill.” - Lisa Haines Wright

“There may be prostitutes around, but when 
it comes to cheating, it takes two.” - Georgia 

Duerst-Lahti

“I have such a problem saying the word whore.” - 
Fran Abbate

“Does the sky have a boob? And...just one?” - Fran 
Abbate

“Yes, a speckled dick.” - Tom McBride 

“People are people.  Usually.” – Chuck Lewis

“Come on, does anyone know ‘Funny Girl’? 
[singing] People...who need people... It’s got 
some hip-hop vibes.  Let’s go back to Eminem.” – 
Chuck Lewis

“Your pet turtle: there’s some authority.” – Chuck 
Lewis
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Shape of things
“The Shape of Things” opened yesterday, February 24. It runs 

this weekend and next weekend. The play is the story of a 
romance between two students at a small Midwestern Liberal 

Arts College. How Beloit. 
Tickets can be purchased from the college box office at 

608.363.2755 or in person Monday-Friday, 12:30-5 p.m. & 7:15-

8p.m. on show nights. No late seating.
*Tickets are free for Beloit College students Wednesday, 

March 2nd!

Bree Johnston and Molly Wells perform during the production.
IMAGE BY RACHEL MCCARTY

By Sasha Debevec-McKenney
OPINIONS EDITOR

Glee:
    If you’re the kind of person who wished 
that those “Kidz Bop” commercials were 
45 minutes long, then you probably love 
“Glee.” Because that’s what it is: “Kidz Bop” 

with plot. Not a compelling plot, but a plot 
nonetheless. I’ll admit it—I’ve seen some of 

the first season. I’m not proud of it. I never 

really liked it, but I figured because it was 

becoming this huge cultural sensation that I’d 
feel left out if I didn’t watch it. After about 
six episodes, I realized that even feeling like 
a cultural outsider wasn’t worth the pain that 
“Glee” brought me. “Glee” is probably the 
worst television show I have ever seen, and 
the fact that it has millions of loyal followers 
who don’t realize how bad it is makes it even 
worse. The writing is inexcusable and the 
characters are absurd clichés. 
    I have enjoyed one episode of “Glee” ever: 

the Madonna-themed episode. The reason I 

enjoyed it? Because I was on an 18-hour train 

ride home and my train had just run over a 
human being. I kind of needed something 
light and fluffy to brighten the whole death-

and-dying-mood. “Glee’s” silliness has only 

ever seemed acceptable to me at that point 
in my life. I know what it’s like to be bullied 
in high school, and not once did I ever think 
singing would make me feel better. People 
wouldn’t have started being nice to me just 

because I could sing, either. Although fans 
might say that “Glee” is supposed to be a 
satire of high school, satires are supposed to 
be smart, and this show has never been that.  

Parks and Recreation: 
    If you only think of “Parks and Recreation” 
as a rip-off of “The Office” then you’re wrong. 

“The Office” was a rip-off of the British 

“Office,” so shut up. Like the American 

“Office,” “Parks and Recreation” truly gets 

great in its second season. I have come to 
love “Parks and Rec.” in a way I could never 
love “The Office”—and that’s because the 

former actually has likeable characters. 
Leslie Knope, played to absolute perfection 
by the-otherwise-uninteresting-to-me-Amy 

Poehler, is kind of a good role model. She is 
intelligent, funny, has real relationships, and 
is actually good at her job. “Parks and Rec.” is 
truly an ensemble piece—every character has 

his or her moments, and in those moments 
they are always remarkably funny. From the 
mustachioed boss Ron Swanson, lover of dark-

haired women and breakfast food, to moody 
college intern April Ludgate, whose boyfriend 
has a boyfriend, none of the “Parks and Rec.” 
characters are boring. Both seasons are on 
Netflix, but I would skip the first season and 

watch it after you’re already addicted to the 
second. By the second season of “Parks and 
Rec.” the cleverness of the writing has caught 
up to the solid acting. You literally have no 
excuse to not be watching this show.

What’s on the 
  boob tube?



Pizza for pizza snobs!
Sundays only

8 dollars flat for appetizer (soup or 
salad) special entree, which is pizza 

this week, and bite size desert.

February 26th
**a place to give away the things you don’t need 

and to find the perfect thing you do need.


