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CORRECTIONS

In last week’s issue we mispelled 
Sasha Debevec McKenney’s last name 
(i.e. “McKenny” vs. the appropriate 
“McKenney”). For this we are eternally 
apologetic. Especially since she is our 
opinions section editor. 

CONTACT

bcroundtable@gmail.com

Box 109

The Round Table meets every 
Monday at 9:30 p.m. in the 
Pearsons third-floor clubhouse 

(unless noted otherwise).

MISSION STATEMENT

The Round Table provides a 
balanced, accurate news source for 
the Beloit College community. It is 
an outlet for creative minds that take 
the news seriously. We will sink our 
teeth into the meat of journalistic 
excellence with a lupine ferocity.

Roy Chapman Andrews distinguished explorer award recipient signs one of the many books he has 
published. IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS
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By Nick Stephens
PHOTO EDITOR

    On February 4, Stephen H. Lekson, an archeologist whose studies have 
illuminated histories of Native American societies in the southwest United 
States and northern Mexico, was honored as the 9 recipient of the Roy Chapman 
Andrews Distinguished Explorer Award, This award is reserved for individuals 
whose scientific achievements have garnered new insight into domains previously 

misunderstood or unknown in the field of social science. 

    Charles Westerberg, Associate Dean and former professor of sociology, gave 
the welcoming address, commending both the Roy Chapman Andrews Society 
for continuing to have such close ties to Beloit College, Andrews’ alma mater, 
and Lekson for being “…an inspiration to anyone who yearns to learn more 
about the unwritten past and discover the cultural riches beneath our feet.”  He 
briefly outlined Lekson’s achievements and contributions to social science and 

history.  Lekson, the first archeologist to receive the award, is a professor and 

curator of anthropology and director of museum studies at the University of 
Colorado.  He spent two years as an undergraduate at Beloit, leaving prematurely 
due to, as Westerberg put it, “Having a little too much fun,” to finish his 

undergraduate studies at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.  In 
the early 1970’s he became involved in archeological fieldwork and eventually 

earned his Master’s from Eastern New Mexico University.  He then settled in 
the southwest, obtaining his Ph.D. from the University of New Mexico with a 
dissertation based on the ancient civilizations that occupied the Chaco Canyon 
area of New Mexico from 850-1125 A.D.

    Westerberg described the queries fueling Lekson’s research.  His work asks and 
attempts to answer questions of how we come to understand the big picture of 
ancient life in north America, considering how the sociopolitical lives of regions 
and communities were organized, how their histories involved power struggles, 
alliances, and mass migrations, and how the histories of the American southwest 
and Mexico were connected a thousand years ago.
    Lekson’s acceptance lecture, “The Rhythm of Regional Interaction in the 
Southwest,” sought to inform the audience of the complexities and immensity 
of the civilizations inhabiting the southwest around the turn of the 10th and 
11th centuries.  Lekson showed images of modest pottery extracted from dig 
sites in this region, and compared that to a painting depicting pueblo life of 
this time. The question, Lekson asked, is how these people transitioned from 
simple pit dwellings with modest possessions, to these massive and opulent 
cosmopolitan pueblo cities, the remains of which are still elusive to probing 
archeologists. The extant physical evidence is minuscule but widely dispersed 
enough to lead Lekson to conclude that these societies were indeed much larger 
than previously estimated.  How, then, do we account for so much absent physical 
evidence if these places were really as prodigious as Lekson propounds them to 
be?  Lekson suggests that when 19th century Americans, motivated by the idea of 
Manifest Destiny, usurped these lands, they eradicated the physical traces of the 
great Native American civilizations, in effect, altering history to make it seem like 

a less egregious action than it really was.  It’s more comfortable to believe, said 
Lekson, that we, as Americans, expropriated that land on which were built simple 
pit dwellings rather than massive cities. Lekson’s lecture and work urges us to 
reconsider the fidelity of certain historical accounts and to question our world, 

both past and present.

By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER

    Last fall, the student art murals in Java Joint were painted over. The old wall art 
featured whimsical fish-like mechanical creatures, stencils of the human form and 

cartoon robots, among other things. The removal of the murals was met with scattered 
negative reviews last semester; the change came as a surprise, and many students miss 
the funky illustrations. 
    The new paint job was recommended by a small group of students last year, said John 
Winkelmann, Associate Dean of Students and Director of Residential Life.
     The students were part of an ad hoc committee formed by President Bierman. 
Former Beloit Student Congress president Jeb Bleckley was among the students on 
the task force. Committee details such as member names and the number of students 
involved are not known as this time.
     The disappearing Java Joint murals is part of a larger initiative to move new art into 
Pearsons, said Winkelmann. The carpet paintings in the Annex of Pearsons were also 
removed, as were similar wall hangings on the second floor.

     “A lot of the art had been drawn on [and] had stuff written on it,” said Winkelmann 

of the Java Joint murals. “It was on its way down.”
     The decision to paint over the murals was viewed as any other “operation of the 
building,” said Winkelmann. For this reason the change was not subject to review or 
input from the student body, apart from the ad hoc task force.
     Future changes in Pearsons will be more open to student voices, said Winkelmann. 
The Pearsons Advisory Committee, still in the formative stages, will contribute input 
and ideas for changes and improvements in Pearsons. The committee will be composed 
mostly of students along with one or two faculty and staff.

     Committee recommendations will be considered in future development of Pearsons, 
but all changes will still ultimately be decided by the administration.
     With the old art gone, new art is on the way. Winkelmann and Director of Student 
Activities Jennie Hartzeim are currently reviewing a proposal for a mural near the TV 
nook in Java Joint.
     If you are interested in submitting an art proposal, or if you would like to apply 
for the Pearsons Advisory Committee, contact Winkelmann at winkelj@beloit.edu or 
Hartzeim at hartzhei@beloit.edu.

Rediscovering the Southwest: 
The Roy Chapman Andrews Award  

Java Joint Suffers from Blank Wall Syndrome

IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS
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By Hana Skoblow
STAFF WRITER

    After protests inspired by the political revolutions in 

Egypt, the small island nation of Bahrain has succeeded 

in convincing the largest party of their lower chamber 

of parliament to step down. The major party, Al Wefaq, 

announced its withdrawal from parliament on Feb. 17 

after security forces attacked peaceful demonstrators in 

the middle of the night, leaving three dead and at least 

225 injured. In a population of only 1 million, even small 

numbers of casualties are immense.

    A recent study shows that when older people think 

about delinquent youth, their moods improve. When 

test subjects ranging in age from 50 to 65 were asked to 

read articles about young people getting into trouble, 

the studies showed that they had higher levels of self-
esteem. The researchers explained this as a textbook 

case of schadenfreude -- troubles of a group make 
people outside of that group feel good.

    The opening ceremony for the 10th Cricket World 

Cup on Feb. 17 marked the beginning of the tournament 

consisting of 14 teams with matches in Bangladesh, 

India, and Sri Lanka (Pakistan had to withdraw due to 
safety concerns). 49 matches will be played from Feb. 19 
to April 2 and can be caught on ESPN and BBC.
    According to scientists excavating in Somerset, 

England, ancient Britons may have been cannibalistic. 

Evidence points to British ancestors carefully cutting 

up their dead, using skulls as cups shaped with tools for 

serviceability and comfort, and extracting and eating 

bone marrow. 

    Wisconsin schools in 15 districts closed due to a 

teachers’ protest of Governor Scott Walker’s budget 

proposal, which would wipe out collective bargaining 

rights from labor unions. This would eliminate unions’ 

power to negotiate vacation, sick pay, and benefits. On 
Feb. 16, Madison schools were forced to close because 

too many teachers called in sick to be replaced by 

substitute teachers.

Sources: Scientific American, CNN, BBC
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By Steven Jackson
STAFF WRITER
 
    Beloit Student Congress hit the ground running 

Monday night with a rousing round of announcements. 

Anthony Bostler’13 informed the body that 

Presidential Scholars’ Weekend is coming up, and 
about 180 prospective students (known on the street 
as “prospies”) will be on campus this coming Friday 
and Saturday. “Please don’t give them alcohol, drugs, 
and don’t perform sexual intercourse with them,” he 

said. “Seriously, they’re minors.”

     The next 

a n n o u n c e m e n t 

blew Bostler’s plea 

for purity out of 

the water. “Ben 

Schechter cut off all 
his hair!” someone 

proclaimed. The 

entire room exploded 

in a breathy poof of 

surprise. Homework 

was halted mid-
page, and every DK’s 

diner stopped dead 

in mid-chew. We all 
craned our necks to 

see the freshly shorn 

Schechter, but he was suspiciously absent.

     Obviously, this was a tough act to follow for 
committee reports. In the past week, the Club 

Oversight Organization approved Museum Club, 
Programming Board discussed electing a new member, 
and Food Committee talked to Chef Peter about fair 
trade coffee in Java Joint and Commons.
     With the first two segments of the evening done with, 
we rolled forward to student forum. C-Haus manager 
Sean Keith’10 informed students about programming 

at C-Haus. Country rock group Horseshoes and Hand 
Grenades will play on Friday, and Saturday will feature 

the ever-popular Zoo Animal with DJ B-Lo spinning 
after their set. The C-Haus still has about three open 
weekend slots this semester. Anyone interested in 

scheduling a show can reach Keith or Jack Katz’11 via 
campus email. In other news, Keith hopes to start a 

pool tournament soon.

    Next, Beth Ames’12 gave a short presentation on the 

Beloit International Film Festival. This year’s festival 

features over 100 films from 38 countries. As in years 
past, the college is highly involved with the festival: 

Chinese filmmaker Xiao-Yen Wang will present on 
campus, and films by the students of professor Debra 
Majeed will be featured over the weekend. Films are 

showing from Thursday 17th through Sunday 20th at 

venues off and on campus.  
     Jamie Norton’12 then presented her documentary 
“Teen Pregnancy: Brenda Macais,” which tells the 
story of local teen mom Brenda Macais and discusses 

teen pregnancy rates in Beloit. The film explores 
the teen pregnancy 

“epidemic,” drawing 

from interviews 

with local high 

school teachers and 

students, community 

members, and Beloit 

College students. 

The documentary is 

featured in BIFF this 

year.

     Thus concluded 

the student forum. 

Seeing as there was 

no business on the 

agenda, Vice President 
Rich Steffensmeier’13 

moved to waive the break. The motion was heartily 

seconded and we plowed ahead into Body Power and 
Body Wrap.

     In Body Power, Shane Donnelly’12 of Music Club 
moved to amend the club’s previously approved drum 

set proposal, shaving $100 off of the pricetag. The 
amendment was painlessly approved and Body Wrap 

commenced. (Please note: Body Wrap differs from 
“announcements,” I am told, in that students can say 

anything at all in this portion of the meeting. Whereas 

“announcements” is reserved for announcement-grade 
declarations, Body Wrap is the time for babbling and 

chatter.) We got off to a quiet start, but soon enough 
someone piped up, “How do we get better IDs?”

     John Winkelmann, sitting in his usual southwest 
corner of the room, was apparently feeling sassy this 

evening and responded, “Pay more money.”
     On that note, the meeting came to close, and 
everyone left Pearsons better for the experience.

BSC Report: Film! Music! Haircuts!

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON

IMAGE BY ERIK MAGNUSON
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Beloit College          Fraternity & Sorority Report 
Fall 2010

Chapter Rank by Semester GPA

Chapter 

Semester 

GPA

Number 

of Total

Members in 

chapter

Change 

from 

Previous 

Semester

Number 

of 

Service 

Hours 

Performed

Total Money 

Raised

for Charity

Academic 

Incentives  

Provided to 

Members

Chapter 

has a 

Faculty/

Staff 
Advisor

1 Kappa Delta 3.418 47 +.061 647.5 $0 yes Y/Y

All College Female Semester GPA = 3.335

All College Undergraduate GPA = 3.278

2 Theta Pi Gamma 3.256 38 -.022 248 $200 yes Y/Y

3 Phi Kappa Psi 3.249 56 +.14 500 $0 yes Y/Y

4 Alpha Sigma Tau 3.239 18 -.24 417.5 $1,275 yes Y/Y

All College Male Semester GPA = 3.204

5 Tau Kappa Epsilon 3.164 53 +.406 120 $0 yes Y/Y

6 Sigma Chi 2.848 28 +.062 372 $1,012 yes Y/N

Total Fraternity & Sorority Membership = 240                             Full-time Undergraduates = 1307 

% Undergraduates who are members = 18.362%               Average size for fraternities (137/3) = 45.6                Average size 
for sororities (103/3) = 34.3                                                     Total New Members = 47

Community Service Hours Performed =2305                             Dollars Raised for Charity = $2487

* Indicates the group violated either College or Inter-Fraternal Panhellenic Council policy

Data based on information supplied to Greek Life - Blanks indicate the group did not submit the data

www.beloit.edu/ifpc

By Zoe Matthews

STAFF WRITER

Who the Buc Are You is a weekly segment dedicated to helping the student body learn 

a little more about the athletes among us. This week the Round Table sat down with 

Terence Steward, ‘12, a Health and Society and Education major from Tampa and 

member of the track and football teams.

Round Table: How long have you been involved with track 
and football?

Terence Steward: I’ve been doing track since I was six 
and football since I was seven. I come from a very athletic 
family, so sports were always a given. I also played baseball 
and did gymnastics for a few years.
RT: What are the best and worst parts of track and 
football?

TS: The worst part of track is practice. I hate practice. Hate’s 
too strong a word; I really dislike practice. I love competing 
in the meets but I dislike practice. As for football, I hate 
running. I guess that’s pretty ironic for a running back but it’s 

true. Honestly, I wish Beloit had a gymnastics team. I would 
drop both sports in a heartbeat for gymnastics. It’s the peak 

of athletic skill. I love showing off, not in a conceited way - I 
just loving being the center of attention and gymnastics is 

good for that.

RT: Are you involved in anything else on campus?

TS: I just started doing Help Yourself and I’m really enjoying 

it. I love kids, which is why I’m majoring in education, so it’s 
a great opportunity to work with them. I also try to go to 
as many club meetings as possible but it’s difficult because 
track and football keep me busy year-round. I’m in BSU 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletes; FCA is interesting, 
though, since most people don’t know about it and there’s 
such a resistance to religion at this school.

RT: What’s your favorite food you can get on campus?

TS: Java Joint blueberry muffins. They’re always good and 
moist. I wonder where they get them! They must not bake 
them here. Every time I buy one I’m done eating it in the 

time it takes to leave Java Joint.

RT: If you could have any superpower, what would it be?
TS: Orbing. In the show “Charmed,” orbing is when angels 
disappear and then reappear somewhere else to help people 
in need. I would love to be able to do that; I don’t like waiting, 
so being able to spontaneously want to go somewhere and 
then immediately be there would be awesome.
RT: Do you have a favorite kind of pet?

TS: It’s pretty traditional, but my roommate and I really 
want to get a dog. I would always love to have a dog; a small 
one, probably, but if it was a big one then I’d want an Akita 
or a Siberian Husky for sure.

RT: Are there any parting thoughts you would like to share 
with the readers of the roundtable?
TS: Yes. I want everyone to know that I love my brothers 
Brian Maughn and Bryan Fayer very, very, very much.

Terence Steward (#28) breaking ankles.
Image Courtesy of Beloit Athletics

Who the Buc Are You?
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By Elizabeth Crea

CONTRIBUTOR

    As the snow begins to melt and the weather becomes 
more pleasant, it seems as though the despair of 
winter will soon come to an end. But for students 
with depression, the changing seasons are not a quick 
fix for the blues.
    College depression has become a more visible 
issue in the past decade. A recent study reported by 
The Los Angeles Times states “[From 1998 to 2010] 
the percentage of students with moderate to severe 
depression rose from 34 percent to 41 percent while 
the number of students on psychiatric medications 
increased from 11 percent to 24 percent.”  
    Beloit College is not an exception to these statistics. 
Jan Floto, Director of the Student Health Center, 
says that the Health and Counseling Center are 
constantly working with students who have mental 
health issues. “We’re usually booked for the week 
by Tuesdays,” Floto comments. “The health center 
is very well used; most of the students seek help in 
dealing with depression and
anxiety problems.”

    Floto believes that one of the main causes of 
college depression is the transitional phase from 
high school to a college lifestyle and the process of 
becoming an adult. “There are outside pressures of 
wanting to succeed, and it’s very overwhelming for 
some people.” Floto also mentions that a new sense 
of self-discipline and independence can contribute to 
the stress, triggering deeper issues.
    Winter is an especially busy time of year for the 
Health Center and its counselors. Floto attributes the 
winter rush to the absence of the sun, cold weather 
and people’s unwillingness to go outside. “The sun 
makes people feel good. When it’s not around, people 
are more likely to feel depressed.”  
    Seasonal Defective Disorder (SAD) is an episode 
of depression that occurs during late fall or winter 
and usually ceases during warmer seasons. The direct 
cause is unknown, but believed to be caused by lack 
of light, body temperature and hormone regulation. 
The symptoms go hand in hand with depression, such 
as decrease in energy, increase appetite and sleep and 
social withdrawal. 
    Beloit College can help combat SAD with the 

Light Therapy Room, which is very popular and used 
every day by students. The treatment for SAD is to 
sit in a room with overhead full-spectrum lightbulbs 
that mimic the sun while your body absorbs the 
light. Twenty minutes is all you need for a feel-good 
treatment. You can use the room any time during 
Health Center hours, just stop at the front desk and 
ask to use it.
    Aside from using the SAD lights, the Health Center 
offers six free counseling sessions per semester; and 
if more help is needed, off-campus mental health 
facilities are often referred to students. 
    To combat depression and the blues, Floto 
recommends “taking time for things that are not 
related with class or studying. Take a walk purely for 
enjoyment. Being aware of your surroundings really 
helps. And of course, alcohol is a culprit. Learn to 
avoid it.”
    For more information about counseling services, 
stop by the Health Center Monday through Friday 
between 8:30 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
To make an appointment, call the Health Center at 
(608) 363-2331.

By Ari Jacobs

SPORTS EDITOR

    It was midway through Jeopardy this past Monday 
when Alex Trebeck gave his contestants the following 
clue: “The first modern crossword is published and 
Oreo cookies are introduced.” The category was “Name 
the Decade,” and Ken Jennings, the multi-million dollar 
Jeopardy winner revisiting his glory days, incorrectly 
responded “the 1920s.”  Another contestant picked up 
the question and, without hesitation, answered: “the 
1920s.” A faint gasp burst from the frozen crowd. “No,” 
begged Trebeck, “Ken said that!” The contestant did 
not respond — he couldn’t. Well, it can’t, because it’s 
not human. Its name is Watson, and it is a computer.
    This week, for the first time in history, Jeopardy 
hosted the ultimate man versus machine showdown. 
The humans, former Jeopardy champions Ken Jennings 
and Brad Rutter, found themselves squared off against  
Watson, a room-sized I.B.M. supercomputer. And woe 
it was for humankind as Watson upended his opponents. 
By the second day of competition, Watson had $35,734 
compared to Jennings’s and Rutters’s meager $4,800 
and $10,400, respectively.
    So, now what? Has A.I. reached its practical potential? 
Are we on the verge of an I, Robot revolution? What 
exactly is Watson, anyways?
    According to Robin Zebrowski, Assistant Professor 
of Cognitive Science here at Beloit College, Watson is 
a milestone for artificial intelligence. Watson’s sheer 
intellectual prowess will amaze any ordinary onlooker. 
Yet for cognitive scientists, Watson represents even 
more. Watson is the ultimate manifestation of A.I.’s 

top-down approach to building intelligence, the 
“old-fashioned” method as Zebrowski puts it. The 
old-fashioned method is very simple: shove as much 
information as you can into memory storage while 
maximizing computational speed. And with 15 terabytes 
of textual data, Zebrowski says that Watson is like “all 
of Wikipedia and all of the edits… something like 60 
gigabytes of data compressed.”
    Watson certainly seemed to answer Trebeck’s 
translucent questions with an identifiably human 
intelligence. Would Alan Turing be impressed? Since 
the early 1900s, cognitive scientists have compared 
artificial and human intelligence using the eponymous 
Turing Test. Summarily stated, the Turing Test analyzes 
the intelligence of a computer by seeing if the computer 
can make a human believe it is itself human. Ignoring 
the physical limitations of Watson (which is simply 
a box), the input-output facet of Watson is eerily 
familiar. During Jeopardy, a camera display would 
show the top three choices Watson had picked for an 
answer. A “confidence level” would follow each choice, 
indicating the statistical probability that Watson would 
choose a specific answer. Is this how we define human 
intelligence? One could imagine that Watson deduced 
innumerable choices to those three, thereby copying 
what seems to be a humanistic, mathematical way of 
thinking.
    But Watson’s incapacity to communicate with his 
contestants undermines its potential as a double of 
human intelligence. The reaction of the crowd towards 
Watson’s repetition of “the 1920s” clearly illustrates 
this limitation. Zebrowski notes that Watson lacks 
adaptability, a vital component of human intelligence. 

“Because Watson couldn’t hear his competitors, he 
couldn’t adapt.” Watson is a brain in a vacuum. It is a 
master of “natural language processing” as Zebrowski 
says, but it won’t shake your hand, and it certainly 
won’t have a dialogue with you about the beauty of 
Renaissance art. In terms of the Turing Test, Watson 
ultimately fails.
    Now here’s an interesting thought experiment: 
replace Watson’s box with arms, legs and a head. 
Bestow Watson the body, voice and cadences of a 
human and repeat the A.I. experiment on Jeopardy. 
Would the crowd react differently then? Even without 
adaptability, it seems reasonable that dressing Watson 
with human characteristics would promote familiarity 
with the crowd. This begs the ethical question: how 
much would it take for Watson to become human? 
Zebrowski admits, “it’s my big worry with Watson… 
people might start acting as if it’s genuinely intelligent.” 
Anthropomorphizing Watson might “make people 
attribute a mind before there is a mind.” In that case, 
the boundary between artificial and human intelligence 
becomes blurred. That would make the situation much 
more reminiscent of an I, Robot movie plot. 
    Until that time comes, Watson stands as a powerful 
symbol of modern A.I. engineering.  Will Watson be 
the first of many supercomputer or robot contestants 
on game shows such as Jeopardy? Zebrowski herself 
is elated by the progress that artificial intelligence has 
made. “I think people should realize that this is a really 
exciting thing that’s happening right now. After 15 years 
of stagnation, A.I. took a leap forward.”

What is Watson?

SAD Beloit
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Interview by Amelia Buzzell

CONTRIBUTOR

    Perhaps you’ve experienced the improvised Bacchanalia 
that passes as a Voodoo Barbie show and wondered the 
following things: Who are these people? Do they actually 
“practice” improv? What the eff do they want from me when 
they yell, “Give me a non-geographic location?” Why don’t 
they take my suggestions – don’t they know “dildo” is brilliant? 
Amelia Buzzell’10, a Voodoo alum and completely 
biased reporter, brings you at least a couple of answers. 
Bring your prospies to tonight’s Voodoo show at 10 p.m. 
in Moore, and “Like” Voodoo Barbie on Facebook, too! 
Now! Right now!

Why is Voodoo Barbie called Voodoo Barbie? 

Ben Vogt’14: No idea. It probably 
started out as a failed indie band.

What are rehearsals like?

Phoebe Sherman’14: We play the 
same games we do at shows, but 
because there’s no audience, we can 
stop in the middle of a game and talk 
about what worked or didn’t work in 
the scene. We’ve also been playing a 
bunch of new games. Sometimes we 
do other stuff though. Like the time 

Sam microwaved his phone.
Ben: We all sit around for the first 

15 minutes pretending that we’re 
actually going to do something. 
Then we either play a few games or 
call it a night and get food.
Jade Daugherty’11: If you’re 
reading this, please do not use the 
Pearson’s TV lounge from 10-11 on 

Mondays and Tuesdays. Consider 
this my final room reservation.

What is the secret to a good 

improv scene?

Jade: A good scene must have 
conflict, resolution, developed 

characters, power shifts, etc. I think 
any scene that includes a majority 
of these aspects would prove to be 
pretty good. 
Sam Isenstein’11: Don’t be drunk 
and don’t be a butthead.  
Bert Connely’13: It’s all about communication and it 
is important to listen, which is why some of the older 
members kind of start to suck once their hearing goes.
Ben: Not going with the first idea you think of. Go 

with the second.

What are crutch characters? What are yours?

Jade: Crutch characters are what you revert to when 
you’re generally unsure of yourself. They are usually 
funny but prevent any real kind of growth for yourself 
or the group. I was often an abrasive, inner city female 
but have eased out of it. 

Sam: Mine are yelling boy and Jewish yelling boy.
Bert: My impression of Sam Isenstein. I just act 
belligerent, moody, and chauvinistic. Good thing 

Sam can’t read or he would be super mad about this, 
amiright?
Phoebe: I guess I tend to play the bitch/airhead a lot.  
Ben: I like to play the tough guy with the heart of 
gold. 
Mark: [I’m usually a] jock, or sometimes I just won’t 

even give myself a character and act like I actually would 
in the given situation. (These are different, by the way.)

Jade: They come up more often than you would 
imagine. See if you can find them at our next show.

What makes a good or bad audience suggestion? 

Jade: LISTEN UP KIDS, THIS ONE IS FOR YOU. A 
BAD audience suggestion contains any of the following 
words: hooker, slut, prison, bathroom, priest (unless 

preceded by Judas), Lindsay Lohan, Snooki, and any/all 

references to sex, orgies, anal penetration, molestation, 
etc. A GOOD audience suggestion leaves room for 

growth, or surprises, or IMPROVISATION. Suggest 
to me that we’re in a JC Penney’s or at a comic book 
convention, the dentist office, a sombrero factory; 

anything unusual or silly – not filthy or degrading. Be 

creative.

If you had to switch bodies with another member 

of the group, who would you pick?

Sam: Steven because then I would have goofy looking 
hands
Bert: Steven is very handsome, but Phoebe is so short. 
I guess it’s a toss up. So I’ll say
Ben.
Mark: I would switch bodies with Phoebe but switch 
faces with Bert. I think it’s pretty obvious why.

Tell us about 24 Hours of Improv.

Jade: We do our usual show [on Friday night] and from 

there DO NOT leave each others’ sides until after the 
following show the next night. We go to Commons, we 
see Frisbee games, we cry (a lot) and generally hate on 

each other’s presence all day. Sometimes we shave, curl, 
or maime things. This year maybe all three. 

Bert: Have you seen Top Gun? 
The majority of the time feels 
like when Goose is dying in your 

arms.
Mark: 24 hours of improv will 
be held March 18-19 this year. 

We will stay together and eat 
somewhere between three and 
five breakfasts. 

Has Voodoo had an impact 

on any part of your life/

personality outside of 

rehearsals and shows?

Sam: It’s made me think a lot 
about performing and what that 
means to me personally … Also 
grey hair and mommy issues. 
Bert: Voodoo Barbie is 
legitimately my favorite thing 
at Beloit. If it wasn’t for Voodoo 
Barbie I wouldn’t have any 
friends, I would have failed all 
of my classes and I would never 
have beaten my leprosy.
Mark: As an education major, I 
spend a lot of time in middle and 
high school classrooms teaching 
math. Doing improv in front 
of big crowds in Richardson 
has helped to make me feel 
more comfortable in front of 
my students and has helped me 

learn to adapt to unexpected situations that arise in the 
classroom.
Jade: VDB has really allowed me to trust my instincts 
and to not question or second guess myself. I think 
it’s really helped me to be confident in presenting and 

receiving ideas, researching, analytical thinking, and 
group work. 
Ben: It gave me a whole new set of acceptable social 
norms. Whateverthefuckthoseare.

Steven Jackson’12 is also a member of Voodoo Barbie, but he 
didn’t answer the questionnaire, so he may as well not exist.

They’re not just plastic, they’re people

From left to right, Mark Coogan Steven Jackson, Phoebe Sherman, Jade Daugherty, Bert Connelly, 
Ben Vogt, and Sam Isenstein. 
PHOTO BY NICK STEPHENS
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    With the intention to bust unions and repair the 
deficit, Governor Scott Walker has taken a radical and 

unprecedented move: proposing a bill that would strip 

away the rights of hundreds of thousands of state workers. 

The bill would affect teachers, doctors and nurses, 

librarians, and public safety workers — just to name a 

few. The proposed “repair bill” would deny union rights 

to public school teachers and other state employees, 

thus disallowing legitimate collective bargaining on 

things like salaries, rights in the workplace, and health 

and retirement benefits. Wisconsin has had a 50-year 

history of strong unions that protect the rights of state 

employees. You might think workers and supporters 

will be able to continue protests if and when the bill is 

passed, but Governor Walker has said that any worker 

who protests or walks out on the job will be fired and 

replaced — he has even threatened to do something 

not done since the 1930s: call in the National Guard.  
    If and when this bill is passed, my family and hundreds 

of thousands of families across Wisconsin will be 

affected drastically. My mother has been a public school 

teacher in the Madison school district for more than 35 

years and with her colleagues has fought long and hard 

for union rights. I have seen the ways in which the union 

has helped and affected my mother’s life and work and 

the ways in which it protects education and families. A 

previous art teacher of mine, whose husband is also a 

state employee, has said they would both have to look 

for new jobs if this bill is passed. This bill is not only 

an attack on Wisconsin families and public education 

but on democracy and civil rights in the United States.  
    Few know that Governor Walker created most of the 

deficit within his first six weeks in office. Wisconsin was 

relatively well managed given the difficult economic 

times. According to the Cap Times, Governor Walker 

and his allies spent $140 million dollars in January alone 

in a new spending scheme to support special interests. He 

did not inherit a significant deficit, but even opponents 

of the bill widely believe he did. Former Senator Russ 

Feingold said Walker claiming that theis bill is about 

budget repair is simply “phony.” Either way, taking away 

the civil, if not human, rights of state workers is not 

the way to repair any deficit, no matter what the size.  
    State workers and their supporters have been 

outraged, and protests have been held at the state 

capitol all week, lasting 24 hours a day.  Protesters even 

slept in the capitol overnight Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday and will likely continue to do so through the 

weekend. State workers and UW-Madison students 

have organized and protested together hoping to 

convince many of those legislators who are on the 

fence to vote “no.” This past week, school districts 

across Wisconsin have been closed due to teachers 

calling in “sick” to attend the rallies. Protesters have 

filled the capitol rotunda, occupying it 24 hours a day.  
    I drove up to Madison to take part in the protest 

Wednesday and plan to return to Madison to 

continue protesting this coming weekend. I stood 

in solidarity with many of my previous teachers and 

hundreds of other state employees. Non-modest 

estimates of attendees reached 30,000 Wednesday 

and an estimated 50,000 Thursday in what are being 

called the biggest protests in Wisconsin’s history. 

There were angry faces and high spirits everywhere. 

Chants this week have echoed: “Hey-hey, ho-ho, 

Scott Walker has got to go,” “Kill this bill,” “Show me 

what democracy looks like — this is what democracy 

looks like,” “What’s disgusting? Union busting!” 

There has been cheering, yelling, chanting, dancing 

and singing  —  there has been democracy in action.  
    For the first time in a long time, Democrats have proved 

themselves not to be afraid; they have not kowtowed 

to the Republicans. Around noon on Thursday it was 

announced that 14 Democrats failed to show up at the 

capitol and the vote had to be stalled. Protesters in 

and around the state capitol were elated upon hearing 

the update. The Democrats, all of whom are strongly 

opposed to the bill, left the state in objection. Rumors 

quickly spread that state troopers were sent to find 

them. As of Thursday afternoon they were known to 

be in different secure locations outside of state borders. 

These 14 Democrats have said they refuse to return 

until Governor Walker agrees to sit 

Governor Walker’s So-Called “Repair Bill” 

Protesters fill the Capitol Building.
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Threatens Democracy, Civil Rights in Wisconsin
down with union leaders for negotiations. Republicans hold a 19-14 majority but need at 

least one Democrat to be present in order to proceed with voting. Thursday afternoon, 

protesters began sitting in groups to block doorways in order to physically block Senate 

members from entering the chamber. Nine arrests occurred Thursday afternoon. 
    Having made national news Wednesday, the protests will continue into the 

weekend until the bill is voted on or negotiations begin, which may not occur 

until early next week. What exactly will happen in the next few days is entirely 

unknown, and what the response to the bill passing would be like is also unknown. 
    What Governor Walker is doing is unprecedented in the state of Wisconsin. 

Drastic measures like these have rarely been seen in U.S. history. Taking away the 

civil rights of state employees is undemocratic and, in my mind, simply not an 

option when it comes to budget repair — especially when the deficit is a result 

of new spending to support party allies and special interests. The issue is not just 

about teacher salary and changes in benefits; it is about the civil right to collectively 

bargain being taken away. The bill is an attack on democracy in our country.  
    If you would like to take some sort of action, there are several things you can do: you 

can make your way up to Madison for a weekend of protests, you can join in the Beloit 

student-led protests next Monday and you can call the Wisconsin legislators listed below 

who are believed to be on the fence about whether to vote “no”: 

Michael Ellis (19th Dist.) 608-266-0718
Scott Fitzgerald (13th Dist.) 608-266-5660
Randy Hopper (18th Dist.) 608-266-5300
Dan Kapanke (32nd Dist.) 608-266-5490
Luther Olsen (14th Dist.) 608-266-0751
Dale Schultz (17th Dist.) 608-266-0703
Van Wanggaard (21st Dist.) 608-266-1832

I stood in solidarity with 
many of my previous teachers 

and hundreds of other state 
employees. Non-modest 
estimates of attendees 

reached 30,000 Wednesday 
and an estimated 50,000 

Thursday in what are being 
called the biggest protests in 

Wisconsin’s history. 
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By Sasha Debevec-McKenney

OPINIONS EDITOR

    Justin Bieber’s movie “Never Say 
Never” was kind of perfect. It had 
one function to serve: make his 
fans happy, and it accomplished 
that with flying colors. In fact, 
it does more than make his 
fans happy — it makes people 
who are not his fans happy. I 
know this because I saw the 
movie on opening night in a 
theatre filled with pre-teen 
girls who literally could not 
contain themselves.  They 
screamed at every moment 
possible and even jumped 
out of their seats. Although 
we sat down a little bit 
skeptical, by the end of the 
movie, my friends and I were 
dancing in our seats to “Baby,” and 
screaming when Ludacris walked 
onto the stage. It was like being a 
14-year old girl again. And it was 
fun. 
    “Never Say Never” is part 
concert film, part life-story. You 
may question whether a 16-year 
old kid can have a life story, 
but that’s really not the point. 
Through interviews with his 
mother, grandparents, friends, 
and teachers, as well as home 
movies from his childhood, 
Bieber’s 16 years are pieced 
together neatly. He was born, 
his parents split up, he mastered 
the drums, he mastered 
the guitar, and he started 
singing. That’s the biggest 
revelation the movie gives to newcomers 
to Bieber Fever — that the boy is actually 
talented. Home movies of an 8-year old Bieber 
on drums, and later, a 13-year old Bieber 
belting out a more-than-respectable version 
of Alicia Keys’ “Falling” will actually make 
you doubt all the nasty things you said about 
him. The movie attempts to redeem Bieber in 
this way — you see him play instruments, sing 
songs acoustically, act just like you (he eats a 
doughnut out of the trash at one point!) and 

find his way to the top without 
the Disney Machine. 

    There are so many truly 
sweet parts in the movie — 
like when his manager and 
mother walk around and 
give away free front-row 
tickets or when his father 
comes to the tour and cries 
at his son’s performance. 
The movie spends a lot 

of time interviewing fans, 
and it is hard not to hold a 
hand to your heart and say 
“Aww” to their genuine love 
and happiness (or laugh at 
how over-the-top it is). The 
Filmmakers manage to find 
a small amount of drama, 

however forced, when 
Justin’s vocal chords are 

swollen and he isn’t allowed 
to talk. He even gets genuinely 
upset when he’s forced to 
cancel a show. It is during this 
dilemma when you truly realize 
he’s just 16 years old: his mom 
comes into his room and hugs 
him and tells him it is all going 
to be okay. 
    Maybe I’m just a big softie, 
but “Never Say Never” was not 
supposed to be a PG version of 
“Black Swan” or something. It is 
supposed to be a semi-behind-
the-scenes look at a person who 
is so obviously polished and 
presented to the public most of 
the time. Justin Bieber makes 

silly pop music, but didn’t we 
all like silly pop music at one 
point in our lives? Maybe the 

movie is a bit too long, and maybe he takes 
his shirt off one too many times, but all in 
all, I don’t have that many complaints. It 
accomplishes what it set out to accomplish: 
reaffirm and convert. After seeing a hair flip 
in slow motion 3D, you become a different 
person. The world is a more beautiful place. 
People might even say that you’ve become 
a Belieber, but rest assured, you’re not the 
only one.

By Sasha Debevec-

McKenney

OPINIONS EDITOR

   It’s a shame more 
people do not go 
to poetry readings 
here, because the English Department 
consistently brings in great writers. Peter Filkins, a poet and translator, was 
no exception. There were 22 people at his reading on Wednesday night, but 
every seat should have been filled, because Filkins is a poet who reaches 
across multiple divisions and whose poetry touched on a wide variety of 
topics. As a translator of poetry, he had knowledge to share on the German 
language. As a poet and professor, he had tons of advice to give to English 
majors. He even read a well-informed and beautiful poem about the painter 
Claude Monet. However, what seemed most important to him, and most 
noticeable to the audience, was the historical presence in his writing. 
“Historical poems are personal poems,” he said. “I hope to go into history 
and write towards the present.” He referred mainly to a poem of his about 
the sinking of The Lusitania, which was one of the best he read. The 
reading was noy consistently engrossing — there were, admittedly, some 
poems that went over my head — but the poems that hit, hit hard. 

“Never Say Never” ReviewPeter 
Filkins 
poetry 
reading 
review

“I don’t know who’s smokin’ what!” – Susan Rice
 
“Gilligan’s Bible and Feng Shui. That’s good.” – Rob LaFleur
  
“That Speedo I bought at Christmas time isn’t fitting so well 
anymore.” – Greg Buchanan

“Dying students have never appealed to me.” – Daniel 
G. Barolsky

“Oh poor me. Pour me a drink, will you?” – Greg Buchanan

“It’s hanged.  You can’t say he was hung.  Haha, well you can, 
but it means something different.” – Chuck Lewis

“People are people.  Usually.” – Chuck Lewis
 
“Come on, does anyone know ‘Funny Girl’? [singing] People 
... who need people ... It’s got some hip-hop vibes.  Let’s go 
back to Eminem.” – Chuck Lewis

“Your pet turtle: there’s some authority.” – Chuck Lewis

IMAGE BY MACKENZIE KURTZ

IMAGE BY ELAINA LENERTZ
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  Electronic music albums can be used as good 
background noise, and Falling For A Square’s “GRID 
Recital” is one of them. Calm chiptune beats and soft 
metal tones resound quietly throughout; repetitive but 
not for long enough to make you forget that there’s 
music playing. The album is like a light sleep. The 
songs keep appearing and disappearing on the edge 
of awareness, easy to tune out until some static or the 
familiar 8-bit scratches start playing.
    Falling For A Square, a.k.a. Jason Sposa, produces his 
music from Hoboken, N.J. He has released four albums 
through the music distribution Web site Bandcamp. 
Sposa’s intent is to create “gentle electronic music.” 
The phrase brings to mind wispy atmospheric ambient 
music or a dull drone with a few notes tossed in, but 
instead the sound could be described as old-styled 8-bit 
chiptunes over a synthesized haze.
    The chiptunes add something to his “gentle electronic 
music” that keeps it from becoming boring after the 
one-minute mark. They are the noisy, gritty parts that 
allow you to get a grasp on it again after you have nearly 
tuned it out, or the things that wake you up before you 
can completely fall asleep. They serve as bookends to 
each track, coming in before the synthesized parts and 
ending the song so that the track changes are somewhat 
abrupt and noticeable. The transition from “neutral” to 

“catalog,” for example, goes from steady, soft tones to 
irregular video game beeping. The music still manages 
to sound as gentle as Sposa says, though, because it 
continues on with the same constant rhythm and 
doesn’t change much besides some static or filtering in 
the synthesized background parts of the song.
    The only catch to that unchanging 8-bit melody is 
that none of the tracks in “GRID Recital” stand out. 
The entire album holds together well, but no individual 
track would merit a second listen or repeat, and the 
tunes catch on well enough for them to be notable. 
Though “GRID Recital” has enough variation to keep 
it interesting, such as the jumpy metal xylophone tones 
in “the soft soundex” and the almost glitch sounding 
“loop record,” the music is forgettable. By the end of 
the album, it all will have sounded like one continuous 
chiptune-and-synthesizer hum, the kind of music 
suitable to play when some form of calming background 
noise is needed. Expect your attention to shift back and 
forth between something else and the music.
    Overall, Falling For A Square’s “GRID Recital” is 
a somewhat decent album. It is a mix of unobtrusive 
sound that you expect to tune out in a few minutes, 
and constant chiptune beeps and scratches that you pay 
attention to because they are loud and distinct from the 
undercurrent of synthesized tones. It is not too bland, 
but it does not make for a particularly interesting listen 
either.

Falling for A Square: 
A symphony in 8bits

Joe Emory
Hometown:  Austin, Texas
Major:  International Relations
Why Joe picked International Relations:  I had to.  
Okay, at the end of my sophomore year the school told 
me that I couldn’t come back unless I got a major.  I 
really like it.

Professors at Beloit: Natalie Gummer and Max Tedesco 
are tied for more inspiring professors at the college, 
with Beth Dougherty coming in at an incredibly close 
second.

How his weekends are unique:  The average Joe week-
end?  I like to listen to hip-hop: a little T.I., maybe some 
Lil Wayne.  I generally avoid doing homework on the 
weekends, and I drink very heavily.  Also, you are never 
ever, ever, ever, ever going to beat me in beer pong… or 
Frisbee golf.

What Joe likes most about Beloit:  I dunno, I haven’t 
really thought about it.  Probably Frisbee golf.

Why he is a value to Beloit:  Gus, I am going to sky you 
so many times this season that you are going to wish 
that you hadn’t stepped on the field at all.  I’m not going 
to have sex with you either.  My favorite movie is “The 
Natural,” starring Robert Redford.  Aldrich field is my 
favorite place on campus.  Squirrels on campus are not 
worth advertising.

What would he tell Freshman Joe:  Excellent.  You got 
it, buddy.

Also:  This isn’t long enough.  It needs to be at least one 
entire page.  Just make it the front cover.

Joe’s Beloit
“I generally avoid doing home-
work on the weekends, and I 

drink very heavily.  Also, you are 
never ever, ever, ever, ever going 

to beat me in beer pong… or 
Frisbee golf.”

Learn more about 
his experience at Beloit... 

Bailey Louise Davis

STAFF WRITER

    Words cannot express the excitement reverberating in The Rave when the highly anticipated band, 
The Wailers, treaded the stage. The Wailers brought hot rhythms from Jamaica to chilly Milwaukee on 
Feb. 11. The band lifted the crowd to new heights of love and unity. The Rastafarian culture medicated 
the crowd as the spirit and philosophy of Bob Marley came alive. The crowd varied in ethnicity, age and 
race, but the feeling of acceptance embraced the crowd. People can easily relate to reggae because the 
truthful lyrics resonate with struggle and the pursuit of a beautiful life. The Wailers do not disappoint. 
“The Uprising Tour” represents yellow, red and green. The live experience of The Wailers gave me a 
greater appreciation for the ambition of Bob Marley’s rebel music. 

This one time at a Wailers concert...



De-stress & Relax Workshop
Saturday, February 19--2:00 p.m.

The Intercultural Center at Beloit 
College

Learn tips and technique for 
self-care and relaxation through:

Basica Massage
Common Herbs

Juice Therapy
Healthful Snacks

Aromatherapy
Homemade Massage Oil

Bring a bath towel or yoga mat and wear comfortable clothes. 
Please arrive a few minutes early and plan to stay for the full 

session

Please contact prevics@beloit.edu to reserve a space! We look forward to sharing the 
afternoon with you.

BTYB: Interfaith Center, Spiritual Life, Ashley Lanham & Stephanie Previc

!


