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A sweaty sea of arms sways towards  
Kings Go Forth during Vortex 2011

Corrections from Vol. 200 Issue 2:

 - In the Kappa Delta advertisement 
“Konnichiwa” was spelled incorrectly by 

Round Table editors when reproducing the 
advertisement.  

- The Igloo Turtle image on the contents 
page was not taken by Nick Stephens. 

The photograph was taken by Nathaniel 
Kochakian ‘11.  

CONTACT

bcroundtable@gmail.com

Box 109

The Round Table meets every 
Monday at 9:30 p.m. in the 

Pearsons third-floor clubhouse 
(unless noted otherwise).

MISSION STATEMENT

The Round Table provides a 
balanced, accurate news source for 
the Beloit College community. It is 

an outlet for creative minds that take 
the news seriously. We will sink our 

teeth into the meat of journalistic 
excellence with a lupine ferocity.

FRIDAY:
-DISCUSSION ON MEXICO SOLI-
DARITY NETWORK: HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN CUIDAD JUAREZ
M.I. (RICHARDSON) 6PM
-WISCONSIN BAROQUE ENSEMBLE
EATON CHAPEL 7:30PM
-THIS MUST BE THE BAND (TALK-
ING HEADS COVER BAND)
C-HAUS 10:30PM
-CARNIVAL
SPANISH HOUSE 11PM

SATURDAY:
-CRISTELA ALONZO (STAND UP 
COMEDY) JAVA JOINT 7PM
-VALENTINE'S DAY DANCE (TANGO)
DK'S ANNEX LESSONS 8-10PM, OPEN 
DANCING, 10-12, REQUESTS, 12-?
-POISON CONTROL CENTER/10,000 
BLADES/SO SO RADIO
C-HAUS 10:30PM
-THETA PI GAMMA BROKEN 
HEARTS PARTY, THETA HOUSE 11PM
-OEC MUSIC THAT'S FUN TO 
DANCE TO THAT YOU DON'T 
NORMALLY HEAR ON CAMPUS 
PARTY, OEC HOUSE 11PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
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By Steven Jackson

STAFF WRITER

    Beloit Student Congress was called to order promptly 

at 7:02 p.m. this Monday. Those neat little clickers--
perhaps my favorite part of BSC--were malfunctioning, 
so we kicked it old school with placard voting.

     Committee reports provided a torrent of information: 

Club Oversight Organization granted full club status 

to Academic Team; Programming Board planned film 
screenings and upcoming Java Joint events; and Student 

Policy Committee proposed small changes to the 

academic honesty policy, to be voted on next week at 
Academic Senate.

     The student forum featured three guest speakers. 

First, Beloit College football coaches Michael Wilson 
and Sam Perryman presented on their “Spring Projects” 

series, consisting of four parts. The first component is 
a study skills series held on Wednesday nights in the 
Center for the Sciences. The coaches will also host a 

health and wellness workshop to educate non-athletes 
on safe, healthy, and effective workout methods (held 
in the Sports Center, time TBA). The third part of the 
series is a workshop on translating athletic skills to your 

resume. The fourth and final facet is a “stress relief” 
series of weekend social events in February and March. 

Wilson and Perryman are open to student suggestions.
     Presenting next was Marc Perry, fund developer for 
Community Action. Community Action is a regional 

non-profit addressing a number of social issues in Rock 
County and beyond. A Beloiter born and raised, Perry 
characterized Beloit as a “small community with larger 

problems.” Those problems include drug trafficking and 
youth homelessness, among other things.
     Perry called for Beloit students to break out of their 

campus routine and engage with the community. “If 

you want to see what the wider world looks like day to 

day, it’s in your best interest [to volunteer],” he said. To 
get involved with Community Action or another local 

organization, contact the Liberal Arts in Practice Center 
at lapc@beloit.edu, or the Campus and Community 
Outreach Center at ccoc@beloit.edu.

     Following the forum, Body Wrap and Body Power 
took place with little consequence, save for a plea that 
people stop doing homework at BSC, for the love of 
God.

     With that over and done with, the first and only 
order of business on the agenda was the election of a 

new Executive Board Representative. Hannah Tepsa’14 
and Kyle Schwab’13 both ran for the position. Louis 
Demarco’13 was also nominated and considered it for 
a moment, but ultimately thought better of it. After 
some brief questions and discussion, Tepsa emerged 
victorious. Most voters seemed to favor Tepsa for her 

fresh perspective on student government.

By Eric Frenkil 

STAFF WRITER

     Since the beginning of the Egyptian revolution 

several weeks ago, the country hasn’t been following 
the Gregorian calendar or the Islamic one. Instead, 
today is Day 18 of the revolution.
     That could come 

to a head tonight. 

Rumors are circulating 
that President Hosni 
Mubarak is going to 

hand over power to 

his vice president, 
Omar Suleiman. If 

this happens, the 
constitution calls for a 

new election within sixty days.
    Meanwhile, Mubarak’s son resigned from the 
ruling National Democratic Party (NDP) along 
with other top leaders. Reformist Hossam Badrawy 
is the NDP’s new Secretary General. The NDP 
controls 81% of the People’s Assembly.
     Protesters have made Liberation Square into a 
standing encampment, complete with makeshift 
barricades, clinics, prisons, clean streets, recycling 
bins, and posters commemorating those killed. 
There was even a wedding last Sunday.

     On Tuesday, workers went on strike in Suez, 
Mahalla, Quesna, Port Said, Ismailia, and Aswan. 
They are calling for better wages, healthcare, and 
working conditions. Cairo’s public transportation 

workers joined the following day, effectively shutting 
down all public buses.

     Google executive and blogger Wael Ghonim 
was released after ten days of detention, emerging 
as a hero amongst the crowds. He later admitted 
to creating the Facebook group that helped spark 

what he calls “Revolution 2.0.” Ghonim appears to 
be replacing Mohamed 

ElBaradei in the press 

as the leader figure, 
although he has no 

apparent political 

ambitions.

     Three opposition 

leaders appear poised 

for a presidential run: 

Nobel laureate Mohamed ElBaradei, Arab League 
Secretary-General Amr Moussa, and El-Ghad Party 
Chairman Ayman Nour (imprisoned for political 
reasons before he could run in 2005.)
     The United States continues to call for Mubarak 

to step down, and for the end of his emergency 
law. Frank Wisner, the diplomat sent by Obama to 
Egypt, stated publicly that Mubarak should remain 
in power until the September elections. It is now 

clear that he was not speaking on behalf of the 

administration. Wisner has lobbying ties to the 
regime. 

     Guest writer Eric Frenkil ’11 took a semester off in Fall 
2009 to work for an Egyptian NGO. He will return to 
Cairo this October after the September elections.

BSC REPORT
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Egypt: Mubarak could 

fall tonight

Rumors are circulating that President 
Hosni Mubarak is going to hand over 

power to his vice president, Omar 
Suleiman. If this happens, the constitution 
calls for a new election within sixty days

“ “
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By Nick Stephens
PHOTO EDITOR

    “A wheel without all of its spokes can never make 
a full revolution,” said Katie Blanchard, referring 
to the holistic way in which she and her colleague, 
Katelyn Hale, presented 
their idealized diagram of 
the food system.  “What is a 
food system?” Hale asked the 
question of the approximately 
30 Beloit College students in 
attendance at their workshop 
in the Science Center’s main 
lecture hall this past Saturday 
afternoon. Brian Shobe ‘12 
offered a concise answer: “It’s 

the production, processing, 
distribution and consumption 
of our food.” 
      The two recent college 
graduates and representatives 
of the Real Food Challenge 
(RFC) unveiled a large canvas 

on which was painted a 
circular diagram outlining the 
necessary components of their 
ideal food system. “What is 
Real Food?” the headline of 
the diagram asked.  “Food 
that truly nourishes...” was 
at the hub of the circle, 
around which appeared the 
four elements of the system: 

producers of food, consumers 
of food, communities, and 
the earth.
      Beloit was stop seven on 
Blanchard and Hale’s Real 
Food Road Trip, an extension 
of the nation-wide real food 

campaign aimed at bringing 
about social change and spreading awareness of what 
real food is. “It is food which truly nourishes producers, 

consumers, communities and the earth…it is a food 
system--from seed to plate--that fundamentally 

respects human dignity and health, animal welfare, 
social justice and environmental sustainability,” reads 
the movement’s Web site. 
    The workshop was a fully interactive educational 
experience consisting of a discussion-based lecture and 

small and large group brainstorming projects. The two 
RFC representatives separated everyone into groups 
of 3-4 and passed out different vignettes of movements 

in history during which a faction sought to bring 
about social change: student sit-ins during the Civil 

Rights movement, land-rights for farmers in Brazil, 

etc. The groups’ tasks were to read through these 
descriptions, discuss them, and then report back to 
the room, answering the specific questions of, “What 

were the protagonists up against?” Common answers 
here included imperialistic ideals, large corporations, 
and government repression. And question 2, “To get 

what they (the protagonists) wanted/needed, they…” 

Common answers here included forming coalitions, 
protests, and community meals.
       Following this exercise, Blanchard and Hale 
continued on with the lecture side of the workshop, 
showing facts and statistics detailing the large 

amounts of money 
that the three main 
food distribution 
companies, Compass 
Group, Sodexo, 
and Aramark, make 
each year.  Annual 
earnings of these 
three companies 
combined is over 
$18 billion, and 

that’s just within the 
U.S.A. at colleges and 
universities – their 

services also extend 
to other institutions 
such as hotels and 
hospitals. $5 billion 

of their earnings 
are allocated to 
food purchasing, 
which, as the RFC 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
pointed out, suggests 
that it’s within their 
financial capacity 

to implement the 
changes the RFC 
promotes.
    The latter half of the 
workshop focused 
on developing 
leadership and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
strategies in order 
to better equip 

students with the tools necessary to manifest the 
changes supporters of the RFC want to see at 
Beloit.  They passed around the Real Food Campaign 
Strategy Chart that pragmatically outlines the facets 
of the movement: goals, which are divided into long-

term, intermediate, and short term; organizational 
considerations, consisting of assets and limitations; 
constituents, allies and opponents; targets, referring 
to who is in control of the system to be changed; 
and tactics, i.e. what is done with their constituency 
to their target to achieve their goals and build their 
organization. 
     Beloit College’s Slow Food Club meets every 
Tuesday at 10pm in the OEC. Current ambitions of 
the club include: restoring fair trade coffee and tea into 

the regular stock of Dk’s, Java Joint and Commons; 
expanding student gardening/farming projects; the 

food co-op; as well as the long-term goal of ‘real food’ 

implementations in every aspect of student culinary 
life.

By Hana Skoblow

STAFF WRITER

  - Earlier this week, House Republicans began 

work on two abortion bills. The first, “No Taxpayer 

Funding for Abortion Act,” would severely restrict 
women’s ability to finance and gain access to 

abortions. It would also change the long-standing 

exemption for federal funding in cases of rape or 
incest, by funding only cases of “forcible rape” 
which, according to the bill, exclude victims of 
statutory or coerced rape, or situations in which 
the mother’s health is at serious risk (unless due 

to pregnancy). The second bill prohibits the 

purchase of abortion coverage by Americans who 
use insurance through state exchanges, even if 
they pay with their own money.
  -  Five weeks after she was released from court-

mandated drug rehabilitation, Lindsay Lohan 
is about to be charged with grand theft, which 
is a felony. The actress allegedly stole a $2,500 

necklace but denies any guilt. She is currently 
still on supervised probation for a drunk driving 
conviction. 
  -  Thanks to the Confession app on the iPhone, 

Catholics can now admit their sins digitally. 
Approved by the Catholic Church, the app guides 
users through the sacrament to understand their 
conscience based on various factors (age, sex, 

marital status, etc.) and by checking boxes next 

to introspective examinations, such as, “Do I not 

seek to love Him with my whole heart?” and “Have 
I been involved with superstitious practices or 

have I been involved with the occult?” Users are 

encouraged to still visit their priests for absolution 
because the app is not meant to completely replace 
traditional confession.
  -  Massive rainfall and subsequent flooding in 

Sri Lanka has left 7 dead and almost 1 million 
displaced, says a report from Feb. 5. Almost 1,000 

homes are no longer inhabitable, but relief efforts 

are beginning to increase.
    Sources: NYTimes, CNN, BBC

Katie Blanchard & 
Katelyn Hale 

IMAGE BY NICK 
STEPHENS

Real Food 101: justice in the food system
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By Zoe Matthews

STAFF WRITER

Who the Buc Are You is a weekly segment dedicated to helping 

the student body learn a little more about the athletes among us. 

This week the Round Table sat down with Andrew Christensen 

‘11, a Health and Society major from Janesville, WI and wide 

receiver/running back on the Football team.  He holds Beloit’s 

all-time record in kickoff return yardage.

Round Table: You’ve had a pretty impressive career 

on Beloit’s football team.  What is your proudest 

accomplishment in your time here?

Andrew Christensen: This last year I was nominated 

for the All-America team and I’m really proud of 
that. Otherwise, I think making it through four years 

without serious injury is a pretty big accomplishment… 

except for the concussion I got last semester. I had to 

miss two games.

RT: What were the best and worst parts about playing 

football at Beloit?

AC: The best part was the getting to play the games. The 

worst part was missing games.  There really were no 

bad things about it; I tried to have a pretty positive 

outlook.

RT: Are you involved in anything else on campus?

AC: I’m in Sigma Chi. It’s a house full of dudes, so it’s 

pretty fun all the time.  I grew up with three brothers so 

I’m used to being in a house full of dudes. But I also have 

a sister.  And a corgi. My friend and I are also having a 

radio show this semester. We haven’t worked the details 

out yet, but it will be on Wednesday nights.

RT: If you had to be a conjoined twin with any person, 

living or dead, who would it be?

AC: Probably someone whose life would be made really 

difficult by having a conjoined twin.  Like Bear Grylls. I 
would just be hanging off his side while he survived in 
the wild.  I could help him out of the tough spots I 

guess. Or maybe David Blaine. Do you have any other 

fun questions?

RT: Okay, what’s your idea of the perfect date?

AC: The moon. That’s all I’ve come up with so far. The 

first part of the date would be inventing a way to breathe 
on the moon and then finding a way to get there. That 
would be the gift to my date: breathing on the moon.  

And my date would be Barb Cavanaugh.

RT: Do you have a favorite place to eat in Beloit?

AC: I really like The Rock. It has a dock and I have a 

boat, so I’d love to row up to it.  That would probably 

be a more realistic perfect date, but I would have to row 

about a mile upriver.

RT: You’re getting ready to graduate in May; do you 

have any big plans yet for life after Beloit?

AC: I’ve applied to grad school in California for 

industrial psychology. I’m interested in positive 

psychology. Making work more enjoyable for people in 

big companies would be rewarding.

RT: Do you have any advice for younger students?

AC: Take advantage of all the stuff. There are a ton of 
opportunities here. Live it up, and do the work.

By Maximiliano Peralta

CONTRIBUTOR

     For most wrestling fans, the annual Royal 

Rumble pay-per-view event is the epitome of 
excitement. It stands as the only night of the 

year where you could find an hour-long match 
that promotes throwing other wrestlers 

over the top rope. The Rumble isn’t quite 

the Super Bowl of wrestling (that honor 
belongs to WrestleMania). Yet in the 
same week that Aaron Rodgers held up 

the Lombardi trophy, wrestling began its 
own “playoffs” with the second biggest 
show of the year.

    Not familiar with the Rumble? Two men start 
the first match, and a new wrestler enters every 

90 seconds. Wrestlers thrown over the top rope 

get eliminated. Last man standing wins.

     Royal Rumble began last week with a magical 

first match. Wrestler CM Punk and his group of 

devotees dominated the match for over ten min-
utes. The numbers game clearly worked to their 

advantage as they cleared the ring and proceeded 

to toss anybody who had the misfortune of en-
tering the match in a 5 on 1 predicament. Then, 

in a veritable miracle, John Cena hit the ring 

and eliminated them all in the span of 20 sec-
onds. Where every other wrestler - including the 

seven-foot-plus Great Khali - could do nothing, 

“Super Cena” pulled off a royal elimination. 

    WWE gains additional creativity points for a 

scene where John Morrison was tossed from the 

ring. Morrison landed on the guardrail separating 

the fans from the action, a good eight to ten feet 

away from the ring (to be eliminated, both feet 

need to touch the floor). He then walked the nar-
row guardrail and made an incredible leap back 

into the ring. This spectacular stunt will make 

the highlight reels for years to come.

    The shocker of the night came at the end, when 

rookie Alberto Del Río stunned the wrestling 

world by pulling off the victory only six months 

into his career. It was strange seeing such a fresh 

face win a match traditionally reserved for es-
tablished main event attractions. The man is far 

from young—he is already thirty-three 

and a renowned lucha-libre champion. 

He is also one of the most entertaining 

wrestlers in Rumble history. After all, 

how many superstars have their own 

personal ring announcer introducing 

them in their native language? How 

many enter the ring in a Rolls Royce that was 

probably rented before the show? He is flashy, 

gimmicky, and over-the-top with his persona. 

He smashes mariachi guitars across the back of 

good-guy characters and puts lucha-libre masks 

on Chihuahuas to make fun of other wrestlers. 

But ridiculousness like this is what makes wres-
tling so entertaining at times. 

W h o  t h e  B u c  a r e  Yo u ?

A  R oya l  S h ow d ow n

Not familiar with the Rumble? Two men start the 
first match, and a new wrestler enters every 90 
seconds. Wrestlers thrown over the top rope get 

eliminated. Last man standing wins.

“
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By Jeremy Cornelius
FEATURES EDITOR

     The last time you were strolling down Church Street, did you happen to 
notice the teal-colored Victorian house, behind the library and across the 
street from Beloit College’s own physics professor Paul Stanley’s house? 
No? In that case, you might be interested to know what the house is and 
its history in Beloit, right? After all, the house has been in Beloit for nearly 
two-hundred years and has been owned by Beloit College since 1972. Well, if 
by now, you still don’t have any clue about which club runs the house, then 
maybe I should just spell it out for you. 
    Drum roll, and the answer is it’s Women’s Center! A house and club that 
has gone through multiple changes in club participation, politics and events 
throughout the years. When the house was established in the seventies 
at the height of the radical feminist movement, the house used “womyn” 
instead of women as a sign of their collective resistance to men. Their use of 
the club was much more intense and instigative toward making changes to 
favor women and pointing out the patriarchal structures that excluded and 
oppressed women. 
   Ties between other clubs on campus have had their ups and downs 
throughout history (or possibly “herstory”?) as well. The club incited 
discussions and questions on campus through more radical means than the 
current club, other than former Beloit College student Amy Cook ’10. Cook 
was instrumental in the club’s sucess and was interested in uncovering a clear 
history of Women Center’s presence on campus. Maryn Lewallen ’10 also 
wanted to unearth the forgotten history of Women’s Center and transform 
the more exclusive house into a more inclusive environment by focusing 
an entire honor’s project on it, but was denied the opportunity because it 
seemed “too ambitious.”
    There is archival material about Women’s Center all throughout the house, 
but none of it has been sorted out enough to create a picture of an exact 
history of what presence, both good and bad, the house has been on campus 
over the past 38 years at Beloit College. The club and house still exist today, 
but don’t have the same perspectives of the past feminists in the house. 
Today, there are actually three boys living in the house, AJ Haughton ’12, JT 
Aregood ’11 and myself, Jeremy Cornelius ’12, which seems like a major shift 
from a club that originally prided itself on remaining exclusively biologically 
female. What would some of the original members think of this atrocity?  
     The club’s history remains scattered in pieces throughout the house, but 
there are still also female members keeping the club going strong, including 
Dana Wierzbicki ’12, Yetunde Olagbaju ’12, Kelsey Sirois ’13, Marlee Leebrick-
Stryker ’13 and Emma Rogers ’14. Catherine Orr, head of the Women’s 
and Gender Studies program at Beloit, is the faculty advisor and provides 
constant insight on helping the club remain an influential presence on 
campus. 
    If interested in getting involved with the club, meetings are held on 
Wednesday nights at 9:00, and if you eventually want to live in the house, 
look out for applications in the next few months. For upcoming events, the 
club plans on having the annual menstrual feast around the time for the 
Vagina Monologues; the “Hot Lips party,” following the last performance 
of the Vagina Monologues; a topless spaghetti dinner; and a small soiree for 

the Women’s and Gender Studies majors, minors and faculty 
members.

The Beloit “herstory” archives

FOOD  TIME
“Changing the Way We Eat” is a daylong event orga-

nized by TEDx Manhattan, an independent branch of 

the folks who brought us all “Ideas worth spread-

ing” via online TED talks.  On Saturday, February 12th 

from 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. CST, TEDx Manhattan will be 

hosting a series of web-casted lectures featuring food 

movement leaders from throughout the United States.  

Viewing parties are being organized throughout the 

country in effort to spark conversations about the 

current state of our food system and motivate commu-

nity leaders to take charge.

Interested in getting involved?  It’s Easy!  Slow Food 

Club is hosting a viewing party open to the public:

When?  Saturday, February 12th from 9:30 a.m. - 

5:00 p.m.  Since this is a daylong event, feel free to 

come and go as your schedule allows.

Where?  Mayer Hall, Wood Room (2nd floor)

Snow settles on the French House porch. A chair sits in cold repose.
PHOTO BY MINYU YANG
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By Jonah Isenstein

CONTRIBUTER 

    “140 characters is a format, not a limit” –Anonymous Twitter User. As 
Oprah may or may not have told you, Twitter is a social networking site 
that consists of followers and following. If someone “follows” you on 
Twitter, they can read your “Tweets.” A tweet is a short blurb that can 
range in theme from shameless self promotion (@Kanyewest) to out of 
context social commentary (@OldTeaBag). At first glance, Twitter and 
Facebook seem similar. A tweet is basically a Facebook status, but for 
most twitter users I know, Twitter is a more anonymous outlet in the fact 
that it isn’t necessarily linked to your face and name. Maybe you don’t 
want to tell your mom, your ex-girlfriend and your entire high-school 
class that you “KEEP IT REAL, I DON’T LIE, SMOKE BLUNTS 
‘TIL I DIE,” or that you “Got caught checking Odin out in the library 
in one awkward moment of eye contact.” You don’t mind sharing that 
with your 30 or so followers, but telling every person you know may be a 
little bit too much. Businesses use Twitter to advertise (@NikeBasketball), 
politicians use it to contact their constituents (@Ron4Senate), religious 
leaders use it as a means to diffuse 140 characters worth of inspirational 
material (@TheRevAl), some people use it to make broad generalizations 
about their classmates (@BeloitHipster), and some colleges use it to 
communicate with students and parents. In the immortal words of (@
Ballinouttactrl), “Don’t just talk about it, Tweet about it.”

Compiled by Zoe Gahan
CONTRIBUTOR

    While these stories may be entertaining to a degree, they are ultimately to illustrate the dangers of hard 
alcohol. These are all stories directly from other students here on Beloit campus  — your peers and friends. 
Ask around, and I’m sure you will encounter many more — some entertaining, some humiliating, some 
down-right frightening and dangerous. 
  -  During one of my first weeks at Beloit College, I drank far too much vodka and passed 
out in a lounge amongst other people who were drunk. I had not realized that I had fallen 
asleep near a group of people who had a permanent marker and a bizarre sense of humor. 
When I woke up the next morning, I had a marker mustache, several derogatory and sexual 
phrases scrawled on me, and a written reminder that someone had farted on my face while I 
was passed out. 
  -  In junior year of high school, I had a night of drinking only gin. Amid the debauchery, 
I forgot that I needed to be home early that night and thus went home (not in a car) quite 
inebriated. When I woke up the next morning, my parents were standing by my bed looking 
down at me. My mom asked if I’d been drinking the night before. Out of reaction, I quickly 
responded that I had not. She said that she found that interesting, as I had repeatedly told 
her the night before, “I only had one drink.” Upwards of thirty times. Loudly. While my 
parents were carrying me to bed after finding me passed out on my bathroom floor. Needless 
to say, situations with my parents were tense for quite some time. 
  -  On a summer night a few years ago, I was drinking mixed drinks for a few hours when 
friends and I decided to go for a swim in the host’s pool. After a while of drunken swimming, 
I started jumping and diving off of the diving board. I made a full-speed dive directly 
downward and slammed my head against the concrete bottom of the pool. It shocked me 
for a few moments, and I had to remind myself to go up for air. At the time, there was no 
one left in the pool area, and everyone else was far enough away that, had I seriously injured 
myself diving in, no one would have noticed. 
  -  During this past summer, I attended a party and was drinking whiskey straight from 
the bottle. First off, I must have looked a fool and an idiot; that loud drunk girl annoying 
everyone, clearly getting no satisfaction from drinking straight liquor but continuing anyway. 
Second, I was wasted within an hour. I vaguely remember stumbling outside to smoke and 
almost falling into the hosts’ bonfire. Everything is black from then on, until I came-to, 
making out with a random guy in the bathroom. Drunkenly, we started to have sex. Without 
a condom. While people pounded on the door and yelled at us to get out. The faces we 
met when we finally opened the door were not pleasant. Even in my drunken state I was 
completely and utterly humiliated by my actions, and still am. I don’t even remember the 
guy’s name.
  -  One year during high school on Halloween, I picked up some friends to head over to a 
party. We planned to stay and sleep on the couch, as there were large amounts of liquor being 
consumed. After a point, everything goes black in my memory. I came out of the black-out 
fumbling with the lock of my parents front door at four in the morning after having driven 
the fifteen miles home. I have absolutely NO recollection of driving to my house. It still 
scares me to this day to think of the danger I put myself and others in while operating a 
vehicle in that state. 
    Everyone makes mistakes, but when they concern hard liquor the consequences could be potentially 
humiliating, dangerous or even fatal. Try to learn from your friends and peers when it comes to dangerous 
decisions and actions concerning liquor, just as you might learn from them about any other subject. Be 
open to discussion and don’t be afraid to call someone out if they are putting themselves or you in an 
uncomfortable or dangerous situation. Though it’s not guaranteed that you’ll receive a ‘thank you’ later, 
you may have diverted a potentially humiliating or life-threatening situation, and there’s something to be 
said for that.

#Twitter @Beloit

Hard Alcohol Narratives
Conflict Kitchen: 

Fundraising Dinner in Solidarity with the 

Egyptian People

This Sunday, February 13th, come to the Peace and Jus-

tice House for traditional Egyptian food, raspberry italian 

ice, and a presentation about the current social and politi-

cal struggles in Egypt against the Mubarak regime. The 

presentation will be followed by a discussion.

905 Church street (the corner of Church and Clary) at 5:30pm 

to 7.  The presentation will start at 6.

$5 suggested donation to benefit 

organizations curently on the ground 

in Egypt standing firm in the face of 

repression demanding that Mubarak 

stands down.
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by Eric Frenkil

STAFF WRITER

    Media repression is rather silly when your 

country is flooded with famous reporters and 
citizen bloggers. Take Anderson Cooper, for 
example, who was struck ten times in the head by 
government-supported mobs: “Many of us have 
been attacked. It happens quickly, spirals out of 
control. All you can do is stay calm and try to 
escape. ... We try to position ourselves in different 
spots. We find balconies that give a view of the 
battle. But if we can see them, they can see us. 
Sometimes you have to stop, close the curtains, 
move somewhere else.”
    Mubarak is done. It’s over. His vice president won’t 

run. His son won’t run. Nearly all his ministers and 
party leaders have been fired or resigned. So what 
is he fighting for? The protesters resemble more 
of civility than the state ever did. The government 
could never take care of the trash and yet these 
“hooligans” have set up separate recycling bins for 
organic and non-organic waste. They feed each 
other. They take care of each other’s wounds. And 
they protect themselves from the government-
supported violence. 

    The constitution says that an election must 
be held within sixty days if Mubarak steps down. 
Having spent a short time living in Cairo, I know 
that the people are ready to put their country on 

the right track. Egyptians would lift themselves 
out of this mess if the government would just let 
them. The NGOs, for example, will be glad to 
operate without fear of being shut down by the 
Orwellian Ministry of Social Solidarity.
    Mubarak, step down already. You had your 

thirty years. Your blaze of glory has cost more 
than three hundred lives. The people have spoken 

not only through these protests, but through six 

assassination attempts during your regime. They 
won’t leave Tahrir Square just like the journalists 
won’t leave Egypt. Everyone is inspired, even our 

friend Anderson:
    “When morning comes you see the makeshift 
metal barricades, the hand-forged weapons, dug-
up rocks, bandaged bodies. They are still standing 

their ground. Fear has been defeated, they’ll tell 
you. There’s no turning back. They bought this 

square with blood, paid for it with pain. Bruised, 
they’re not broken. Battered, they’ve not bowed.…

They’ve stayed in the square and today more 
kept on coming....Fear has been defeated. 
There’s no turning back.”

By Ian Hedges

STAFF WRITER

    During the Super Bowl, the Steelers were getting 

too many penalties on offensive plays. They simply did 
not have the attitude or the strategy to prevail. I, too, 

cannot play the offensive because the Steelers lost the 
Super Bowl, and because I happen to be a Steelers fan 
stuck in Wisconsin. Yes, that’s right—I am gay, I like 
football, and I like the Steelers, so don’t sass me about 
it. 

    In my home state of West Virginia, we have no 
professional sports teams, so we are reduced to 
choosing from teams in Pennsylvania, Ohio, or 
Tennessee. However, my love for the Steelers is much 
deeper than some random choice. The Steelers are a 
team that represents the steel workers (a group that 
includes my grandmother) and the working class that 
dominated the region for many years.  Being a Steelers 
fan means being part of a crowd that does not require 
extravagant body paint; all you need is a terrible 

towel.

    But last Sunday, I felt a little lonely. As far as I could 
see, I was the only Beloit student donning a Pittsburgh 
Steelers shirt. If anyone wanted the Steelers to win, it 
was only because they hated the Packers. If I walked 
into a room, I caught repeated moments of torment 

and hatred. It was the kind of torment and hatred that 
honestly deserves an “It Gets Better” video. A girl in 
one of my classes actually compared the treatment 
of Steelers fans by Packers fans to that of genocidal 
perpetrators. 

    Even though I have love for my team and might 
even want to use Troy Polamalu’s hair as a drag queen 
wig, the Steelers deserved to lose this time around. 
It is more than just the “they won too many Super 
Bowls” argument. The Steelers have some serious 
negatives going against them this year. Mainly, just Ben 
Roethlisberger. There’s just a part of me that does not 
want to reward another athlete who has been accused 

of sexual assault. I was afraid that, if the Steelers 
had won, attention would be shifted away from this 
problem and focused on the Steelers winning another 
Super Bowl.

    They ended up playing, and losing to, a team whose 
name shows support to labor and recognizes their 
contribution to Wisconsin history. The Packers are also 
the only publicly-owned team in the country— not a 
group of rich businessmen who own a team, but the 
progressive Wisconsinites who I have grown to love. 

Packers fans, here’s a congratulations from a Steelers 
fan. Now, in order to settle our future disputes, we 
shall duel with pistols in front of Middle College.
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P l ay i n g  t h e 
D e f e n s ive  f o r 
t h e  S t e e l e r s

Egypt: You Can’t 
Win by Beating up 
Anderson Cooper

I am gay, I like football, 
and I like the Steelers, so 
don’t sass me about it. 

“ “



By Jonathan Hamre 

CONTRIBUTOR

    After listening repeatedly to all twenty-one songs from 

Lady Gaga’s “The Fame Monster” for about two solid 

months, I have been ready for some new Gaga for a long 

time. I decided to look at the dates for her concert and see 

if she was going to be anywhere near me any time soon. I 

bought the tickets for the concert with 
some friends and started counting 

down the days until I could see my 

Mama Monster live. (Just in case 

you didn’t know, Lady Gaga calls 

herself Mama Monster and calls 

all of her fans her Little Monsters.) 

I had to live for about four months 

without any new Gaga, so I turned to 

the online scene for information. It’s 

because I started following Lady Gaga on 

Twitter that I have known for months when her new single, “Born 

This Way,” is planned to be released: this Friday at 9am. Expect 

me to be playing it in my iPod all day long. 
    Gaga has taken over Twitter and has eight million followers, 

more than anybody else who uses the social networking site. 

For the last six months she has been giving her fans little bits of 

information about her new album. She has created this sense of 

feeling within Twitter that she is truly connected to her fans. This is 

the message that she is trying to send to everyone who listens to her 

music: You are always welcome in her fan base no matter who you 

are. That is the idea that she wants to spread with her new album 

“Born This Way.” 
    Through Twitter, Gaga released the lyrics to her single “Born This 

Way” to her fans. The song 

has lines like: “It doesn’t 

matter if you love him, 

or capital H-I-M/Just put 

your paws up/’cause you 

were/born this way.” There 

are affirmations like: “I’m 

beautiful in my way/‘cause 

God makes no mistakes/ I’m 

on the right track baby,” and 

“Rejoice and love yourself 

today.” These lyrics are 

meant to free people from 

the feeling that they are ugly 

or not good enough for some 

reason. Gaga wants her fans to 

know that they can be who they 

want to be without any judgment. 

It’s why her gay fans can relate to her 

because they may sometimes feel like they 

aren’t loved for who they are in some places. It’s 

why “Born This Way” means so much to me. 
    Coming from a family that throws bibles at gay people, 

I never felt comfortable being gay and talking about it. 

When I came to Beloit and started to meet people who 

didn’t care about my sexuality, that’s when I really became 

comfortable with being gay. At the same time, I found Lady 

Gaga. I found that her Monster Ball Tour was created to be 

a place where people can be whomever they wanted to be. I 

started living my life by the phrase “I am a free b*tch baby” 

(a lyric from her song “Bad Romance”). To me, it means I 

can be who I want to be and not care what others think of 

me. That’s why you’ll often catch me singing “Bad Romance” 

down College Street and on my way to class.  
    I now know for sure that I have Gaga and her fan base as 

a family. Lots of people call, text, or Facebook me when they 

hear a Gaga song to say it reminds them of me. All of her 

fans are talking to me, which means I get to feel love from 

so many different types of people every time a Gaga song is 

on the radio—which is often. Because of Gaga I have been 

able to make more friends because I am not worrying about 

what others think and because we have a common interest: 

our Mama Monster. I can truly say that I am really excited 

to hear this new song, because we are going to have more 

to talk about, with the single, the music video, and her live 

performance at the Grammys. Now I can proudly say that 

“I am a free b*tch,” that “I was born this way” and know 

that I have friends who will back me up.
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Born This Way: Why John is GAGA for Gaga

IMAGE BY MACKENZIE KURTZ

When I came to Beloit 
and started to meet people 
who didn’t care about my 

sexuality, that’s when I 
really became comfortable 
with being gay. At the same 

time, I found Lady Gaga.

“

“
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By Bailey Davis
STAFF WRITER

Behold a playlist for the love cynics, broken-

hearted or the desolate. Fall into the depths of 

the riffs and the reality of the lyrics. 

Pure medication without prescription:  The 

Ultimate Lonely Hearts Playlist.  

Track01

“F**k You” Cee Lo Green   

  

Track02

“Don’t Want You Back” Backstreet Boys 

Track03

“What’s My Age Again?” Blink-182

 Track04

“Sick of You” Cake

Track05

“A Favor House Atlantic” Coheed & 

Cambria

Track06

“Heart –Shaped Box” Nirvana

Track07

“Dosed” Red Hot Chili Peppers

Track08

“Burritos” Sublime

Track09

“Self Esteem” The Offspring

Track10

“Gives you Hell” The All-American 

Rejects

This Valentine’s Day, be prepared and brace 

yourself. 

There is the dream of someone else, until then, 

press repeat. 

By Lizzi Belmont
DESIGN EDITOR

    The lights go down, and the crowd goes still — 

that is until the deep reverberations of a bow gliding 

across a cello string echos through the auditorium, 

and straight into the core of the audience. So begins 

Chelonia, Beloit’s annual student and professor 

coreographed dance performance. The first dance, a 

moving, environmental-conservation-based piece by 

associate dance professor Chris Johnson, included 

video sculpture by Joan Truckenbrod, with lighting by 

associate professor of theatre arts Chuck Drury. 

    Featuring choreography by Johnson, Mira Treatman 

’12, Vivian Chen 12’, Jade Daugherty ’11, Liz K. Freeman 

’12, Keara Grohens ’10, Molly Steigerwald ’12, Joey 

Hernandez ’11, Nora Anderson ’13, visiting instructor of 

dance Sara Wolf, guest artist Arturo German Hernandez 

de la Mesa, and visiting assistant professor of dance 

Gina T’ai, the show offered a variety of dance, music 

and delight. 

    Drury’s light direction greatly enhanced the dances, 

and the show went off seamlessly with technical 

direction by Assistant Technical Director Alicia Bailey 

and stage manger Grace Burghoff ’13. Maureen Hanzel 

’13, Jon Chamberlin ’14, Sarah Eck ’11, Al Kemp ‘13, Beth 

Carner ‘13 and Carrie Ellis ’13 rounded off the production 

staff, with countless scene, costume and box office staff 

also contributing to the show.

    Throughout the show I was wowed by the shear 

power of each dance. Treatman’s “Dial tones” presented 

something that was indefinable, interesting and I 

couldn’t take my eyes off. Stiegerwald’s highly engrossing 

“carrycarrycarrycarry” offered expertly selected 

tunes by indie band Teengirl Fantasy, a decisively 

large cast, distinctive movements and magnetic facial 

expressions. 

    Daugherty’s “continuity-equation” also provided an 

inimitable view into the exceptional melding of music 

and movement. The dancers each brought forth a 

distinctive style, which left me feeling as though I knew 

each “character” a bit more. In Hernandez de la Mesa’s 

“Gorilla Insects into Random Samba” treated the 

audience to many styles of dance, including capoeira 

and samba.

    Hernandez’s “Closure” provided emotional depth 

to accompany his beautiful dancing. The incredible 

breadth of movement was only enhanced by Hernandez’s 

technical magnitude. “Fork my Life” choreographed 

and performed by Chen, offered an appealing use of 

props and expression to the mix. Anderson’s “I/Co-the 

composer,” with its decisive investigation of power and 

matchless choreography, presented beautiful tension 

and movement. 

    Lighter moments, like Freeman’s hilarious “ ‘I never 

saw a wild thing sorry for itself—DH Lawerence’ ” or 

Grohens’ beautiful solo “just this,” kept me smiling. 

Wolf ’s bird-based “Landscapes” brought the ballet 

to the Chelonia, with a beautiful floor-based section 

and an incredible show of stamina and grace from the 

dancers as they performed for over 12 minutes. 

    The final piece, T’ai’s “There is only one Tina,” 

finished the performance off with a bang — the medley 

of Tina Turner songs mixed with interview quotes, lip-

syncing, modern and turner-like dancing and, of course, 

cross-dressing provided the perfect finale to an already 

exuberant show. The audience was prompted to cat-

call, and boy did they yell as each dancer seductively 

took Turner’s music and T’ai’s choreography to their 

pinnacle of greatness. 

    Every dance offered an entirely unique and beautiful 

look into the mind of its creators, while never failing 

to entertain its viewers. As a dancer I may be a bit 

biased, but I don’t think that anyone would disagree 

— Chelonia was wonderful to watch and enchanting to 

experience. 

Lonely Hearts

 playl ist

Chelonia: a dance in review

IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS




