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    As I sit here in The Round Table office watching the first issue of volume 200 magically 
piece itself together (by magically I mean with the dedication of a baker's dozen editorial 
board) I can hear the sounds of our AP-loving student adviser helping another editor copy-
edit. "People always say 'towards' and backwards' but there's no 's,' " she explains, clearly 
frustrated. "It's just 'toward' and backward'! AGH!" Our design editors toss InDesign jargon 
back and forth, asking for layout help, while section editors quietly rock out to bad rap, double 
checking that they have all their stories and images sent in.  The photo editors are magically 
transforming photos into black and white (this actually is magic  -- ok, technology), while our 
cartoonist doodles Round Table designs waiting for us to take our editorial mug shots. I have 
an 8 a.m. class in the morning, homework to finish for tomorrow, and lack of sufficient sleep 
might push me over the edge of being sick, but I wouldn't trade it for anything.
   I've been a part of The Round Table  since my first semester, when I contributed various and 
sundry articles and helped copy-edit most Thursday nights. Beginning my fourth semester as 
a member of the editorial board and looking back on the past three years I am amazed at how 
many leaps and bounds the lupine ferocity of the past editors-in-chief have taken toward the 
improvement of our beloved paper. I will strive to follow in the paw-prints of my predecessors 
and sink my teeth into the meat of journalistic excellence and progress.

                        -India John

Editor’s Note:

CONTACT

bcroundtable@gmail.com

Box 109

The Round Table meets every Monday at 
9:30 p.m. in the Pearsons third-floor club-
house (unless noted otherwise).
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By Mary Keister, STUDENT ADVISER

   Richard J. Goldstone, a former South African 

Supreme Court justice known internationally for 

his work for human rights and his efforts to end 
apartheid in South Africa, will be the honorary 

speaker this May at Beloit College’s 161st com-
mencement ceremony.

   The selection came after a year-long vetting 
process involving the senior class officers and 
President Scott Bierman.

   “Justice Goldstone is an exciting pick for 

speaker,” said senior class officer Peter Nencka ‘11. 
“His long record of leadership and demonstrated 

values reflect the concerns and aspirations of our 
graduating class.”

   The decision was announced in an e-mail Friday 
by the senior class officers.
   “Beloit students pride themselves in their pur-
suit of issues they believe in and Justice Gold-
stone’s tenacity as a judge, teacher, and investiga-
tor is an exemplary model of passion channeled 

into meaningful action,” wrote the officers.
   From 1991 to 1994, Goldstone chaired South 
Africa’s Commission of Inquiry regarding Public 

Violence and Intimidation, which became known 

as the Goldstone Commission. Through the 

commission, Goldstone played an essential part 

of South Africa’s transition from apartheid to a 

multiracial democracy. 

   In addition to his time on South Africa’s Su-
preme Court, Justice Goldstone also served as a 
justice on the Constitutional Court of South Af-
rica from July 1994 to Oct. 2003. He was the first 
chief prosecutor of the United Nations Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugo-
slavia and Rwanda from Aug. 1994 to Sept. 1996. 
He also chaired the International Independent 

Inquiry on Kosovo from Aug. 199 to Dec. 2001. 
Goldstone recently served as the head of the UN 
Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict. 
   Goldstone previously visited Beloit College as 
the 2006-2007 Weissberg Chair in International 
Studies, addressing the theme of transitional 

justice. 

   This year’s commencement ceremony will be 

held at 11 a.m. on Sunday, May 15 in front of 

Middle College. The event is free and open to the 
public. No tickets are required. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the ceremony will be held in the 

Sports Center’s Flood Arena. 
*Editorial disclosure: The reporter is a senior class 

officer and therefore was part of the selection 
process of the commencement speaker. 

By Jeremy Cornelius, Features Editor

    MOSCOW — On Monday, Jan. 24 at 4:32 pm a suicide 
bomber attacked the arrival section of Moscow’s busiest airport, 
Domodedovo, injuring around 180 people and killing 35. 31 people 
died at the site of the explosion, one in an ambulance and three in 

hospitals.

     With about 20 million people passing through the airport daily, 
the “terrorist attack,” as Medvedev referred to it in a televised 
response, prompted the airport to renovate their security forces. 
According to the Russian newspaper Rianovosti, President Dmitry 
Medvedev is taking steps to ensure that passengers and their 
luggage undergo a complete screening upon entering airports. 

Medvedev also ordered that Federal Security Service (FSS) officials 
be held accountable for not effectively screening passengers to 
protect from terrorist attacks.

     According to “Morning Edition” on National Public Radio 
(NPR), David Greene reports that the metal detectors at the 
entrance to the airport “are only used on occasion.” So even 
though the attack was caused by alleged terrorists, the airport 

security shares a part in the blame by not utilizing security to 
the fullest extent. The attack could have possibly been avoided 
had security taken the precaution to screen for lethal weapons or 

bombs.

     The attack was obviously intense. “ [It was] shocking at the 
time, but the fervor has pretty much died down,” says Polly Barks 
‘10. Barks lives in Korolev, a city 20 km north of Moscow and 
about 2 hours south of Domodedovo. According to what Barks 
knows, the bomber shouted, “I’m going to kill you all!” and then 

detonated the bomb in the arrival section of the airport. 
     Barks impression of the airport’s security appears to parallel 

that of what Greene reports: after waiting at the same airport for 

four hours a few weeks before the bombing, she says, “I’m not at 

all surprised. I waited for a friend coming from America in the 

same spot as the bombing and saw people walking freely in and 

out of the customs/arrival area. I think people were not surprised 
simply because everyone knows security is so lax.”
    Obama stated that the incident is “an outrageous act of 
terrorism,” and offered any needed assistance from America. 
Despite the heartfelt response from Obama, NPR reports that 
American airport security will not change, but Americans have 
been complaining about the “intrusive TSA tactics, such as 
screening machines and full-body pat-downs,” which may dissipate 
with the awareness of a possible attack illustrated by Russia’s 

event.
     The level of sadness and shock in Russia has decreased since 
the bombing only four days ago, but, according to Barks, “this has 

reignited some of the tension between the pro-Russians and the 
ethnic minorities from the Caucasus.” Just over a week ago, Russia 
faced escalating race-hate incidents with the murder of Yegor 
Sviridov. According to Rianovosti, “Sviridov was shot dead in a 
brawl with migrants from Russia’s mainly Muslim North Caucasus 
region.” 

Courtesy of NPR, The New York Times, and Rianovosti

Russian Social and 
Political Turmoil at the 

Arrival Gate

Goldstone to return to Beloit as 
commencement speaker
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By Steven Jackson & Hana Skoblow, 
CONTRIBUTORS

1-A former soccer coach at Beloit Memorial 
High School was sentenced to two years in 
prison this Wednesday for sexual interactions 
with a 16-year-old female student. The victim 
told officials she had sex with the coach five 
times during the ’08-’09 school year, and--a 
la Brett Favre--he sent her pictures of his 
genitals on his cell phone.
 
2-It’s good news and bad news for Beloit 
this year. The jobless rate in the city is at 
the lowest level in two years, but we still 
have one of the highest rates in the state. 
According to the Wisconsin Department 
of Workforce Development, Beloit’s 
unemployment rate is currently at 13 percent, 
down dramatically from last year’s 16.5 
percent. To give a bit of perspective on our 
current standing, Rock County’s average 
jobless rate is 9.2.
 
3-A massive wind farm is scheduled for 
construction this spring in Columbia County, 
Wis. The 17,350-acre property will have 90 
turbines, with the potential to generate 207 
megawatts of electricity--enough to power 
about 45,000 homes. The project is moving 
ahead in spite of a proposal put forth by 
Gov. Walker that would, if passed, change 
the distance allowed between turbines and 
neighboring land.
 
4-President Obama visited Manitowoc, Wis. 
this week as part of a national tour to garner 
support for the ideas laid forth in his State 
of the Union address. He spoke at factories 
for Orion, Tower Tech Systems, and Skana 
Aluminum, where he reiterated his call for a 
new energy policy.

5-Inspired by uprisings in Tunisia, (which 
successfully removed the country’s long-
time leader, President Ben Ali,) as well 
as demonstrations in Egypt and Algeria, 
thousands of people in Yemen have taken 
to their streets, calling for the removal of 
their president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, who 

has reigned for over 30 years. The greatest 
Yemeni concerns are political corruption 
and restrictions, an increase in poverty (40% 
of Yemenis live on less than $2 each day), a 
growing population of unemployed youth 
(seen as a target for Al-Qaeda), and critical 
water shortages.

6-President Obama delivered his second 
State of the Union Address on Jan. 25, 
detailing his plan to “win the future” 
and surpass other nations. He plans to 
focus on creating jobs, shifting taxpayers’ 
spending from oil to clean-energy resources, 
education, and innovation. Mr. Obama is 
also freezing domestic spending for the 
next five years, which should decrease the 
nation’s debt by over $400 billion, and holds 
strong in his conviction to stop expelling 
undocumented workers.

7-The National Hockey League’s Anaheim 
Ducks received a lawsuit on Jan. 24 from 
Jason Bailey, a 23-year-old Jewish hockey 
player who claims the coaches have harassed 
him with anti-Semitic hostility. Bailey claims 
that even though he was drafted in 2005, 
he has not played and is rarely allowed time 
on the ice because of his religion. The suit 
alleges that Assistant Head Coach Mark 
Pederson once said, “Well, I don’t know if we 
can trust him with the money; he’s Jewish,” 
regarding Bailey. 

8-On Jan. 16, Harps Food Stores, an Arkansas 
supermarket chain, removed a paper shield 
it had placed on the cover of the current 
issue of Us Weekly, featuring a photo of 
Elton John and his partner David Furnish 
with their new baby. Large print on the 
shield reads “Family shield to protect young 
Harps shoppers;” these shields usually hide 
magazines with sexually provocative covers. 
Although the incident occurred in only 
one of the chain’s grocery stores, the chain 
received a barrage of complaints and is now 
selling the magazine in all locations, sans 
shield.

Sources: BBC, NYTimes, CNN

By Mary Keister, STUDENT ADVISER
 
     The Illinois Supreme Court ruled in a unanimous decision late Thurs-
day afternoon that Rahm Emanuel, the current frontrunner in Chicago’s 
mayoral campaign, is eligible to be listed on the ballot as a candidate for 
mayor.  
  The decision overturned Monday’s ruling by an appeals court that stated 
Emanuel was not able to sufficiently prove residency in Chicago for at 
least one year prior to the election and that he was ineligible to run for 
mayor. 
   Emanuel’s residency has been questioned both formally and informally 
since the start of his campaign. On Dec. 23, following many hours of tes-
timony concerning boxes Emanuel left in his Chicago home’s basement 
while he lived in Washington, D.C. last year, the Chicago Board of Elec-
tion Commissioners determined that Emanuel was eligible to be listed on 
the ballot as a mayoral candidate. 
   Emanuel resigned from his post as President Barack Obama’s chief of 
staff in early October last year to run for mayor.
   Early voting for the Feb. 22 general election begins Monday. Election of-
ficials had been ordered to not print any ballots without Emanuel’s name 
on them until the Illinois Supreme Court decided if Emanuel is eligible 
to run. According to the Washington Post, after 300,000 ballots without 
Emanuel’s name were printed immediately following the appellate court’s 
decision Monday, the printers were called and ordered to stop the presses. 
   The other mayoral candidates include Gery Chico, Miguel del Valle, 
Carol Moseley Braun, Patricia Van Pelt Watkins, and William “Dock” 
Walls III. 
   According to a Chicago Tribune/WGN poll released last weekend, 
Emanuel had the support of 44 percent of those surveyed. Braun was the 
second favorite, with 21 percent support. 
   If no candidate is able to win at least 50 percent of the vote in the Feb. 
22 general election, a run-off election will be held April 5. 

Beyond the Bubble

Rahm can run
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By: Elizabeth Crea, CONTRIBUTOR

 Some rivalries never die. It was certainly no 
surprise to see blue, orange, green, and yellow apparel 
virtually everywhere last weekend. And on this Mid-
western campus, it was easy to spot football fans and 
people supporting their hometowns in their t-shirts, 

sweatshirts, and jerseys. The legendary Bears vs. Pack-
ers feud came into play last Sunday, with the Packers 
winning their spot for the Super Bowl with a 21 to 14 
victory. At 5:13 PM, the argument of who would be 
going to the Super Bowl was over. Yet that hasn’t sup-
pressed the bitter feelings between Packers and Bears 
fans on campus, bitterness still palpable a week later.
 It was the Bears fans who had to swallow their 
pride after the loss at Chicago’s Soldier Field. Shareese 
Townsend, a senior from Beloit, Wisconsin, was very 
disappointed by the final score. “I actually thought 

they had a chance. If the [Chicago] Blackhawks could 

do it... come on.”
 Townsend has been a Bears fan since 2006, 
the last time Chicago was a Super Bowl contender. 
Although a Wisconsin native, she claims to have never 
been (and never will be) a Packers fan. “Green is not 

my color. And the whole cheese head movement? It 
looks stupid to wear a cheese wedge on your head.” 
Come Super Bowl Sunday, Townsend will root for 

the Steelers just to “see all the Packers fans cry when 

Green Bay loses.” 

 Mitch Dubin, a junior from Skokie, Illinois 
and an avid Packers fan, was very excited by the out-
come of Sunday’s game. “It was an unbelievable feel-

ing, considering the other time they went to the Super 
Bowl was when I was seven years old. So this one is 
really special.” 
 Dubin’s plan for the Super Bowl is to watch 
the game at his fraternity house, Sigma Chi. “It’s a 

tradition we do every year where we watch the game in 
our front room on the big screen T.V.” 
 Although Dubin admires many current Green 

Bay players, Clay Matthews is one of his favorites. 
“He’s one of the most exciting players in the NFL. He 

plays with such passion and intensity. And Rodgers has 
just been unbelievable taking over for Brett Favre. He 

is always staying calm and keeping his composure and 
is an amazing talent. The guy does just about every-
thing.”
 Despite his positive team spirit, he has no 
encouraging words for downtrodden and occasion-
ally “obnoxious” Bears fans. “I’m just glad we took the 

season series and, more importantly, are heading to 
the Super Bowl instead of them. To quote many [Bears 

fans], and some who are Cubs fans as well, ‘There’s 

always next year.’”

The bears got packed away
 in the NFC championship
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By: Nina Salazar, CONTRIBUTOR

RT: So who are you? Can you tell me a little about 
yourself?
MF: Matt Floyd, I’m a sophomore. Undecided major 
as of right now, maybe history and education. I’m 
from Wisconsin, over by Platteville. I still have to 
figure out what I want to do with the rest of my life, 

a lot of people have told me that I would make a 
great teacher, so I’m looking into it. I’ve been taking 
random classes to see what I like, but I love history.
RT: Do you have a favorite professor or class?
MF: My favorite professor so far is Paul Stanley. He’s 

a really funny guy and he’ll keep you awake in an 8am 
class, so that’s pretty good by itself. He’s a really good 

teacher.  Actually I haven’t found any bad teachers, 
and that’s one of the main reasons why I chose Beloit.
RT: Can you expand on that a little, why you chose 
Beloit?
MF: I applied to places like Ripon, Lawrence, 

Marquette and Beloit. The football coaches were 
recruiting me at three different schools, so I came on 

a visit and that’s what got me. The visit was a great 
time, I met a lot of great guys and I thought I would 
fit in here really well. I sat in on a Roman History 

class, and I had a lot of fun, so this is where I decided 
to come.
RT: Are you involved with any clubs or organizations?
MF: Sigma Chi…football and track. I see all these 
volunteering opportunities for reading to the 
elementary schools, but the problem is they are 
usually during football or class times. It’s hard to find 

the time to do the extra stuff I want to do.

RT: What position are you in football and what do you 
do in track?
MF: I am strong safety on defense in football and then 
I pole vault in track…pole vaulting is a weird sport 
in that you are always upside down looking at your 
balls. That’s how Coach Bliese puts it, but it’s a really 
dangerous sport. You just have a fiberglass pole, run as 

fast as you can and go up as high as you can.
RT: So is there anything that you would want Beloiters 
to know about you?
MF: Even though I am in sports and I am in Sigma 
Chi, there are things I did in high school that people 
would have no idea. I was in Pep band and I was in 
choir for four years, and I was a tenor.
RT: Is there anything about Beloit that you want 
people to know?
MF: Maybe just all the opportunities, you don’t 
really know about all of them until you get here, I 
am still realizing some of them. Another big part is 
the professors; you don’t know how good they are 
until your here. You can go to ratemyprofessor.com 
and check them out, but it’s not comparable in my 
opinion. They’re all just awesome.

Who the 
Buc are you?
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By Nick Stephens
PHOTO EDITOR

    Rescheduled four days past its original date due 
to a snow emergency, Beloit College’s 2011 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Convocation ceremony was held 
in Eaton Chapel this past Friday, Jan. 21. President 
Scott Bierman opened the ceremony by humorously 
commending the crowd for having trudged their way 
through snow and cold to witness the address by 
associate professor, chair of philosophy and religious 
studies, and the first African-American female to be 
tenured at Beloit, Dr. Debra Majeed. Bierman 
takes his welcoming address to a more serious 
and profound level by including a slide show of 
mug shots of ordinary men and women who, in 
the throes of the civil rights movement in the 
mid-1950s, stood up for what they believed in by 
sitting down in the ‘white-only’ seats of public 
buses in Montgomery, Alabama. Bierman’s tone 
quickly transitions from jocular to solemn as he 
speaks of the revolutionaries projected on the 
adjacent screen. He implores us to search for 
even a modicum of shame in the countenance of 
these laudable individuals “Look at the clothing 
they’re wearing,” he demands. “They’ve put on 
their Sunday best; they want to be remembered 
for this moment,” and, through Bierman’s brief 
but profound slideshow, they are remembered. 
From his words exudes a necessary passion luring 
us into the appropriate state of mind with which 
to attentively listen to the following speakers.
    Michael Ramsdail, class of ’06 and current president 
of the Beloit Board of Education, is next to the stage, 
leading us in a prayer with a message accessible to all: 
“Keep the spirit in the bonds of peace.” I sit next to 
Ramsdail for the rest of the convocation and can’t 
help but smile when I hear him agree with Majeed, 
hanging on her every syllable, “Mmhmm,” and “That’s 
right,” he responds. James E. Van De Bogart, former 
president and member of the Beloit City Council, 
follows Ramsdail and, as an official proclamation by 
the city of Beloit, declares this day, Jan. 21, Dr. Debra 
Majeed Recognition Day. Roaring applause follows, 
and Majeed and Van De Bogart shake hands. Finally, 
preluding Majeed is Maxwell Olin, ‘11. Olin speaks 
of his own experiences as a student and advisee of 
Majeed’s, of her accomplishments, her fearlessness, 
and her efforts pushing for the still much needed 
ethnic studies major.
    Following Olin’s brief introduction, Majeed finally 
steps up to the podium and is greeted with applause, 

humbly waving it away as if to say, ‘there isn’t anything 
special to clap for here.’ Her first words are fraught 
with emotion, sharing with us the Islamic phrase 
of Peace, “A salam alaikum,” (peace be upon you). 
The gravity in her voice is replaced by gaiety as she 
talks about how good of a time we would have been 
having if the MLK youth choir, who performed at 
last year’s convocation, were here to sing for us. She 
does this throughout her address, expertly balancing 
lightness and heaviness in her words. A phenomenal 
speaker, she’s best described in Bierman’s welcoming 
statement, “Debra Majeed, her oratory skills reflecting 

her wisdom and humanity, combined with her obvious 
energy and charisma, create a presence far greater than 
any I can muster.” Her style of speaking is such that 
at times I feel as if I’m sitting in a room with her, one-
on-one, listening to her pour her heart out; at other 
times, I feel as if I’m sitting among a congregation at 
a Baptist church, hearing a minister with the utmost 
of passion stir up her flock through the fervency of 
her sermon; and still, at other times, I imagine I’m at 
a TED talk, listening to a humanitarian share with us 
a universally acceptable message to actively take a role 
in making the world a better place.
    The theme of her address is “Imagine Better,” and 
she begins by sharing with us a story of her mother 
who was plagued by mental illness in the last days of 
her life, living in a world between this one and the 
next. In Majeed’s eyes, her mother, albeit through her 
mental illness, was imagining better. From here we 
move on to the exploits of King, who, as Majeed puts 
it, not only imagined better, but, acted to make it so. 
She quotes him as such: “Freedom is not some lavish 

dish that the white man will pass out on a silver platter 
while the negro merely furnishes the appetite.” No, 
we can conclude from this, freedom will not be given; 
it must be taken. I’m reminded of a quote by Ghandi 
that reads, “Be the change you wish to see in the 
world.” One cannot expect the world to move in the 
direction one wants it to go; rather, one must actively 
move the world in that new direction, a philosophy 
continually emphasized in Majeed’s address.
     Staying true to her feminist side, Majeed includes 
mention of four African-American women who acted 
out King’s legacy: Dr. Renita J. Weems, Mary McLeod 

Bethune, Mary White Ovington, and Clara 
Evans Muhammad — women who, as Majeed 
puts it, imagined better and acted to make 
it so. She goes on to mention myriad names 
of community members right here in Beloit, 
humanitarians living King’s legacy by putting 
their energies into helping others, often others 
whom they don’t even know and will never meet. 
Community leaders and organizers who, as she 
poetically ended each stanzaic description of 
them, imagined better and acted to make it 
so. As Bierman put it, “While there are many 
heroes, there are a few superheroes who turn 
ordinary humans into extraordinary heroes in 
their wake. King was such a superhero.” Majeed, 
and the humanitarians she mentions, are heroes 
in King’s, the superhero’s, wake.
    The address comes to a close with the lighting 
of candles held reverently throughout the crowd, 

and Majeed speaking her final words, first King’s: 
“There is the danger, therefore, that after hearing all 
of this you will go away with the impression that we 
can go home, sit down, and do nothing, waiting for the 
coming of the inevitable. You will somehow feel that 
this new age will roll in on the wheels of inevitability, 
so there is nothing to do but wait on it. If you get that 
impression, you are the victims of an illusion wrapped 
in superficiality.  We must speed up the coming of 
the inevitable.” Majeed’s own followed: “This need 
not be your last day,” she pauses here, letting it sink 
in,” of sitting on the sideways. “This need not be 
your last day,” again a pause, “Of inactivity, of running 
away from subversive behavior. But this can be your 
first day,” pause, “Of personal freedom.” She gathers 
everyone round, or as round as we can form amongst 
the pews, and we join together in song: This Little 
Light of Mine — I’m gonna let it shine, gonna let it 
shine, gonna let it shine.

Imagine better for 2011: The Martin Luther King convocation

PHOTO BY NICK STEVENS
Dr. Debra Majeed speaks at the convocation
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By Eli Blee-Goldman
CONTRIBUTOR

    Worthwhile innovations usually exhibit 

at least one of these common qualities: 

improved functionality, decreased cost, 

expanded capabilities and/or streamlined 

features that reduce unnecessary clutter. 

Think of search engines. Google’s 

algorithmic approach made it easier to find 

websites, eliminated the need to manually 

rank web pages and provided a slick design with only the 

essential components. 

     Now think of sinks. The ones on the second floor of 

the library exceed the criteria for a ‘useful innovation’. 

The faucets’ ingenuity lies in its combination of water-

conservation, auto-sanitation, and efficiency in hand washing. 

While the subjective inconvenience incurred while using 

these faucets is frequently lamented on campus, I believe the 

following schematic will convert even the most jaded sink-

user into a believer:

The faucet valves found on the second floor are • 

made by Brass-Craft, a company founded in 1946 in 

Detroit, MI. The design, patent number 4,077,426, 

was filed in 1977 as a “Faucet valve and valve cartridge” 

by Earl K. Karie. The faucets are simpler and easier 

to manufacture (and thus cost less) than previous 

models.

The first step in hand washing involves turning on • 

the water. Notice that this is an easy point of germ 

transfer; touching the faucet handle post-use is 

essentially touching the toilet.

While the hand-washer is getting soap, the faucets • 

turn off in the absence of pressure. This prevents 

water from flowing when not in use.

The hand-washer must use their soapy hands to turn • 

the water back on. The valve is thus cleaned for the 

next user, leaving it germ-free.

Without using electricity (sinks with hand-sensors • 

that must use batteries or another source of power), 

the sinks design has saved water and cleaned itself.

     I think it is reprehensible that the administration has 

replaced the Brass-Craft faucets in the first-floor library 

bathrooms and in other areas of the school. Pound-for-pound 

of solid plastic, they take the cake as the most innovative, 

useful, and cost-effective technology on campus. Beloit would 

do well by investing in other similar low-cost, high-impact 

technologies.

By Jeremy Cornelius 

FEATURES EDITOR

     Inspired by Misfits lyrics and classic creepy flicks, former Beloit College student Eric Tash developed 

a club on campus for those devoted to all things frightening: Horror Club. “The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari” 

was the perfect first choice for a screening, considering that it is argued to be one of the first defined 

“horror” movies. The film was shown on campus in Java Joint in fall ’09 with a live band providing 

music. 

     The club slowly fell into decline last year, retaining only a few core members. Tash transferred after 

spring ’10, which left the horrors unseen, until a gaggle of dedicated horror fans stepped in to revive the 

fallen club. 

     AJ Haughton ‘13, Louie Demarco ‘13, JT Aregood 

‘11, and Gus Voorhees ‘12 — an early member of the 

unofficial club — held a few clandestine meetings in fall ’10 

in Women’s Center, where both Haughton and Aregood 

live, to brainstorm possible events and ensure that the 

club would successfully resuscitate. They felt 

confident about proceeding with authorizing the club by 

locating and convincing a professor on campus to 

be their faculty adviser, Haughton’s student adviser, 

Kosta Hadavas. 

     Haughton single- handedly drafted a 

constitution and proposed the club to BSC, and it 

successfully passed. Now that the club has materialized 

and gained a budget, it can prosper with its growing 

student interest on campus. As a new club, it is difficult 

to immediately soar in popularity, but the growing 

group membership is helpful to their security and future 

development.    

     Ideas for possible events germinated all last semester, and some have already been executed such 

as their “Pizza Party in the Graveyard” event. The members arranged a small gathering in the local 

graveyard on Clary Street. Unfortunately, inclement weather put a damper on the festivities, but the 

club members’ optimism lead them to continue with the event. The core members notified their 

expected guests via Facebook and text to let them know that the Women’s Center living room would 

have to suffice for a proper venue. The party unfortunately did not include a seance to speak to the 

austere Peet family member who is buried in the graveyard and for whom our dorm on campus is 

named. If anything, they may have toyed around with a ouiji board and summoned up a few radical 

feminists from Women’s Center’s past. 

     For one of their prospective events, anyone can grab their axes and join in on a night of punk-filled 

madness. With a few simple chords, anyone can join in their upcoming Misfits Cover Band Contest, 

which will hopefully be hosted at C-Haus in the near future. Haughton and Demarco have been 

practicing their skills on guitars, donning ripped-sleeve leather jackets, and applying excessive white 

face paint, which may be a normal hobby for both on any given day. Arrangements are in the works 

with current C-Haus manager Sean Keith ‘10 as to the specifics, but rest assured, Misfits fans, it will 

eventually appear on campus. If the three of them alone could take on the task of constructing a ghost 

of a club and make it happen, there’s nothing this scare crew can’t manage. 

     Upcoming plans for the club involve having another screening of a film accompanied by music. 

Haughton says that the club plans on getting bands from Cincinnati and Chicago to come and play. If 

anyone would be interested in scaring up some entertainment on campus with the frightful foursome 

contact AJ Haughton, the club’s president, at haughtona@beloit.edu. 

     For those interested in attending a few frightening events or just curious about the club’s 

eccentricities and quirks, meetings will be held this semester on Mondays at 10 p.m. in the Java Joint. 

The genius of the second 
floor library sinks

The latest scare crew on campus
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op-ed...
By Elizabeth Crea 
CONTRIBUTOR

    You’ve seen them; the fresh faces that haven’t appeared on 
campus in awhile, faces unbeknownst to freshman and only 
slightly recalled by the general student body. Eight months 
later, these people show up. Some return with a new sense of 
confidence, others with a new list of complaints about the 

world. Ah, the return of the study abroad students. 
    It’s a difficult transition back into Beloit life after 

studying abroad in a foreign or domestic program. Mailbox 
combinations are completely forgotten, as well as Java Joint 
prices and registration procedures. These Beloiters have 

traveled through the Australian outback, the remote villages 
of Chile, and the busy streets of Moscow, but nothing could 
prepare them for Beloit culture shock. (Surely you remember 

your prospie days; Beloit can be a frightening place.)

    Having recently returned from a term in Istanbul, Turkey, 
I have faced an unexpectedly harsh transition into campus 
life. The majority of my encounters are scripted, predictable, 
or avoided altogether. Freshmen look at me like I’m a rookie. 
Others stare me down, straining to remember my name. I 
find myself asking the same question: Does anyone really 
remember me? 
    I’ve heard many Beloit fall term students complain that 

they have no idea how to approach an often “self-inflated” 

returnee because, quite frankly, it’s awkward. Even worse, 

it’s sometimes irritating to hear all of their stories about 
international magic and wonder. 
    Don’t worry. Not all returnees will excessively brag. In 

fact, many returning students have had their fair share of 
terrible, terrible times. I almost went completely deaf in one 
ear due to a mysterious illness and then saw my life flash 

before my eyes in a taxi crash all within a two-week period. 

Not exactly scrapbook-worthy memories. It’s often difficult 

to process the mixed feelings about living abroad and culture 
shock, and it eases this anxiety to talk about it. All we want 
is to be listened to and be able to share our experiences with 
friends, acquaintances, and classmates.

    Advice for people dealing with returnees? Know that we 
do remember you. And we want to get to know you again. 
But first, the heinous “How was [insert country here]?” 

question must be obliterated. Never ask that question unless 

you want a bland one-word answer. Ask specifics; we love 

obscure questions.

    Advice for returnees? If you claimed to not miss Beloit, 

like, at all during your abroad term, that’s a lie. You fished for 

gossip via Facebook more than once. Now that you’re back, 

ask questions. Get informed. It’ll be difficult integrating 

back to campus life without knowing the news from last 
semester. Take advantage of the new perspectives you gain 
from people, and you may learn something new about the 
world.

Have No Fear: How you can Deal with Study Abroad Returnees
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arts & entertainment...

I never want my students to be 
afraid of touching me

-Tom McBride

Who wants to touch me?
-Sylvia Lopez

If I randomly reach into this 
pool of squirrels’ tales...

-Yaffa Grossman

Out of context professor quotes:
The Jewish homosexual wom-

an – however that works.
-Daniel G. Barolsky

The other hand went down 
below?

-Sylvia Lopez

I had a little trouble getting 
it up for Mr. Woods because I 

had two periods
-Tom McBride

HATS OFF/FUCK OFF:
-Hats off to the presidential scholars for helping campus stay sober. Does 
sarcasm communicate well via text?
-Fuck off to clothed bell runs after Packers’ victories, you know who you are.
-Hats off to Lil’ B The Based God for being on NPR and MTV in the 
same week. THANK YOU BASED GOD.
-Fuck off to ISR for shutting down Sasha’s Internet.
-Hats off to studioabroad for making the application process so seamless. 
Is this how sarcasm works?
-Fuck off to Java Joint for being closed and making us drink DK’s coffee.

By Lizzi Belmont
CO-DESIGN EDITOR

    Heavy drinking, an abundance of pills, pre-marital sex and all the 
“spliff” a soul could desire — what more could a TV show need? British 
Channel E4’s teenage drama “Skins” provides all the substance abuse 
and emotional trauma that any Beloiter could possibly desire. From the 
slightly sociopathic Tony and his “fuckable” girlfriend Michelle, to the 
pill-popping, drug dealing Chris, the show’s characters offer a view into the 
“rave scene” of Bristol, South West England. 
    The characters of “Skins” are the central appeal of the show. The teens 
can at some times appear unrealistic — one might wonder what clarinet 
prodigy Jal is doing hanging out with the sketchier kids at her school. But 
the constant passionate tug of war between each character’s desires and 
obligations provides a feast for whatever part of us loves a guilty pleasure. 
The acting ranges from excellent to sub-par, and the dialogue could use 
some work. Some situations and decisions made by characters should 
sometimes be called into light, but all in all the addicting story line does to 
the viewer what pills and alcohol do for the kids of “Skins.”
   The show also features semi-well known UK adult actors, who, especially 
in the second season, aid to pull out the more raw believability present 
inside the teenage cast. Storylines like “loser” Sid’s, anorexic Cassie’s, 
and gay dancer Maxxie’s pull at your heartstrings, while Anwar and his 
desperation to find someone to have sex with him offers a lighter side to 
the show. Although the story may seem self-absorbed and improbable, and 
I’m a little ashamed to admit how much I like the show, I find it really 
worth checking out. 
    The show found great popularity in the UK, and after a surge of US 
viewers, MTV put their own version in to production. I’ve only seen a 
few minutes of an episode, but from what I can tell, MTV stayed true to 
all the wrong things. The dialogue was stale, the acting was edging closer 
and closer to a soap opera and the “controversial” bits seem like unicorns 
and rainbows to UK “Skins” fans. So be sure to check out the original (it’s 
on Netflix!!) before trusting something from the network that gave us 
Snookie. 

Get Wrapped Up in Skins
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arts & entertainment...

By Bert Connelly

ARTS & ENTERMAINT EDI-

TOR

 So I’m sure some of 
you had interesting winter 
breaks or whatever. Oh, you 
kayaked the length of the 
Huang He? Cool. Yeah, I have 
heard Turks and Caicos is beau-
tiful this time of year. Awesome. 
I can’t believe I’ve never played 
ragtime piano for recovering 
heroin addicts either. Brag 
about it. If you’re like me and 
feel that humanitarian, pro-
ductive or industrious winter 
breaks are for the birds, then 
you probably got to know your 
couch a little better. And who is 
to say that this is unremarkable? 
Being lazy isn’t a sin. Oh, it is, is 
it? Not in my Bible. Whatever, 
water under the bridge. School 
is back and now is the time 
for much rejoicing. But once 
that gets old, and the familiar 
habits of procrastination come 
creeping back into view, you 
will need some way to sate that 
hunger. Look no further, people 
of leisure; here is your road map 
to relaxation and good times. 
As long as you, or anyone you 
know, has a Netflix subscription you will be set. 

THE HUMAN CENTIPEDE:
Since the dawn of cinema, directors have been trying to shed light on the universal 
human condition through the art of the moving picture. This film represents the 
apex of the art form, the defining work of the medium, the best idea since the Nike 
swoosh. On the surface, the movie is about a doctor who specializes in conjoined 
twin separation but would rather sew people together, ass-to-mouth, to create a 
human centipede. He is the elf that wanted to be a dentist. Along the way the doc-
tor encounters many obstacles, such as finding volunteers for his cause and making 
friends. The doctor’s heartbreaking pursuit of perfection draws forth some of the 
most introspective moments ever captured to celluloid. 6 thumbs up.

DEAD SNOW:
 What do you get when you combine the undead, drunk German med-
school students on a ski trip, and the tenants of National Socialism? Exactly. Top 

three moments from this movie: a 
dude cuts his own arm off with a 
chainsaw; a fat guy has sex with a 
hot girl (actual names, I think) on 
an outhouse toilet; and seeing Nazi 
Zombies get their heads cut off by 
a snowmobile. So entertaining, so 
enlightening. 

PARTY DOWN:
 This hilarious look into the lives 
of struggling young actors working 
at a party planning service in Hol-
lywood is one of the most worth-
while television shows on Netflix. 
Seriously, make the investment to 
watch this show, then go on the 
Internet and complain about how it 
was cancelled. Oh, you have better 
things to do, do you? Shut up, nerd. 
Talk about injustice! 

WORLD’S MOST 
DANGEROUS DRUG:
 “If you can make chocolate 
chip cookies, you can make crystal 
meth.” This documentary examines 
the pros and cons of crystal meth 
addiction. Critics have said that 
the movie focuses too much on the 
negative effects of smoking straight 
chemicals and does not highlight 
the positives such as missing teeth 

and vivid, panicked hallucinations. Despite the obvious bias, the movie is interest-
ing, although not the best date movie.

EXIT THROUGH THE GIFT SHOP:
 Incredible documentary about street art, directed by renowned street art-
ist Banksy. This movie tells the story of a man who compulsively films everything in 
his life and through a random series of events becomes the official documenter of 
dozens of street artists as they tag various cities. The movie is provocative in that 
rumors have emerged regarding the legitimacy of the entire project; some people 
call it an elaborate prank by Bansky. Whether it is real or staged, the movie raises 
questions about the nature of art and the modern notion of the sell-out. Fascinating 
and engaging, this movie is not to be missed. 
 There is nothing worse than jonesin’ for procrastination and having no 
outlet for your fix. Well, now you have one. G-d bless the internet! Enjoy not doing 
your work and Nazi Zombies.

This is your winter break, on Netflix
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