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Dearest Beloit,

     My name is Ben Erickson, and I’m majoring in women’s and gender studies 
and minoring in philosophy.   As is often the case for people in my field, I’ve been 
charged by God to help facilitate as many orgasms as possible during my time on this 
planet.  Given that I’ve found my way into a committed monogamous relationship 
during my senior year here at Beloit, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that the best way to go about this 
is to write a sexual health advice column for the 
Round Table.
     My goal for this year is to help remind the Beloit 
College community of its sexual responsibilities 
and opportunities.  These are your college years, 
and while you’ll be a sexual being till the day you 
die, it may never be as easy or as exciting to explore 
your sexuality as it is right now.  That being said, 
some of us haven’t learned how to play well with 
others.  We know you’re out there, and please 
believe Beloit does not ignore an educational 
challenge — although sometimes we do ask them 
to take vacation semesters.
      Each of us is filled with sexual needs.  You need to get laid.  You need to find 
someone compatible. You need to find someone who’s interested in you. You need 
to use protection.  You need understand and respect consent. You need to Google 
‘latex allergy.’  You need to find the nearest place that sells emergency contraception 
over the counter and get there as soon as possible. You need to get tested. You need 
to think about pregnancy options.
     Clearly, some of these sexual situations are more interesting and sexier than 
others, but if you need help with any of them, I’ll be here for you, in print form.  If 
you have any questions or stories, feel free to send them in.  Names and details may 
be changed for the sake of anonymity.  You can send me an e-mail at getit.beloit.
getit@gmail.com or drop something by box 677 in the Mail Center.  And keep ‘em 
coming!
     For now, here’s a handful of sex ed your mama might have forgotten to mention:
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     The year was 1989. Salman Rushdie had been forced into hiding following the 
publication of his “Satanic Verses.” Rushdie’s depiction of the prophet Muhammad 
prompted the issuing of a fatwa by Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini. While in hiding, 
Rushdie wrote “Haroun and the Sea of Stories,” a children’s novel that challenges 
its adult readers to dive below the fantastical surface to discover poignant political 
commentary.
     “Censorship of Art: Are You Offended” is meant to complement this year’s FYI 
reading but also to initiate thought and discussion about censorship and freedom of 
expression.
     The exhibit may seem small, but the provocative nature of the subject matter and 
ideas presented means each of the seven sections provides the onlooker with more 
than enough fodder for dynamic conversation.  The curator of the exhibit, Matthew 
Ruddle (’12), designed the exhibit “as more of a place for discussion and an exploration 
of ideas rather than as a showcase for specific works of art.” The exhibit guides the 
viewers through censorship of books, religious images, speech, publication and media. 
It also looks at the use of physical concealment within and surrounding art.
     For those who may desire additional guidance, tours are available during museum 
hours, Tuesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and can be arranged by 
contacting Craig Hadley at hadleyc@beloit.edu. First-year Max Friedland found the 
student tour guide “really great. If I went by myself it would have been kind of bare.”
Students wishing to view the exhibit will have the opportunity through October 7.

Wright Art Museum’s F#*%ing Exhibit•The clitoris has the highest concentration of nerve endings in the human   
body, and it alone has more nerves than the entire penis.
•Male and female sexual response cycles are decidedly different, which is      why 
women are capable of multiple orgasms.
•Semen can both fight tooth decay and reduce wrinkles.  Not quite fair.
•Porn is quite possibly one of the worst ways to try to learn anything about sex 
or sexuality.
•Being able to have sex with someone may not be the best justification for having 
sex with someone.
•Drunk sex can often be uncomfortable, desensitized, and tedious.
•College is still awesome, thanks in part to procrastination sex.
•College can also be devastatingly horrible when young men give into social 
pressures to dominate and abuse the women around them, and surrounding 
institutions are both unwilling and unable to help.
•Should your primary form of birth control fail, emergency contraception, a high 
dose of hormonal birth control, is available over the counter in Wisconsin if 
you’re over 17.

     I won’t publish the names of accused rapists, but they should be living in fear of 
public ridicule, and we should all do whatever we can to make it clear that Beloit 
College is not interested in enabling or perpetuating rape culture.

Send Us Your Musings
We’re always looking to publish your creative work 

— be it stories, poems, doodles or stu-raigh-t up art.  E-mail 
submissions to bcroundtable@gmail.com.

     Virgo (August 23-September 22) Haven’t I seen you 
before, Virgo? Yes, I have. You know where. Come on. Don’t 
make me say it. No! First, it was not a strip bar, it was an erotic 
club. And second, what can I say? I’m a night owl.
     Libra (September 23-October 22) You may not be perfect, 
but you’re perfect for B.C.
    Scorpio (October 23-November 21) I’m sorry about 
all the bad luck you’ve been having lately.  People blame me 
because their water mains break, but I ask you, if the water 
mains didn’t break, would it be my responsibility to fix them? 
Would it? Get over it, Scorpio.
     Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) I promise 
you a great week, Leo. I promise you a police car on every 
sidewalk.
     Capricorn (December 22-January 19) Don’t stress out, 

my good friend Capricorn. If you take the assignments out, you actually have very little 
homework to do. And if you take out the killings, Washington actually has a very, very low 
crime rate.
     Aquarius (January 20-February 18) What right does Congress have to go around making 
laws just because they deem it necessary? Don’t take shit from anyone this week, Aquarius.
     Pisces (February 19-March 20) You are very popular and well-liked. I’m popular, too. 
I am clearly more popular than Reagan. I am in my third term. Where’s Reagan? Gone after 
two! Defeated by George Bush and Michael Dukakis, no less.
     Aries (March 21-April 19) Sorry to hear about your recent arrest. It’s not your fault, though. 
The laws in this city are clearly racist. All laws are racist. The law of gravity is racist.
     Taurus (April 20-May 20) Someone is going to try to besmirch your good name this 
week, Taurus, but I know you didn’t do it. BITCH SET YOU UP.
     Gemini (May 21-June 20) This week you, along with the contagious people of Beloit, 
will stand firm against diversity during this long period of inclement weather.
     Cancer (June 21-July 23) We are the same, Cancer. We are great mayors, we are 
upstanding Christian men, we are intelligent men, we are deeply educated men, we are 
humble men.
     Leo (July 24-August 22) Wait. Are the horoscopes over? It was all made up. I don’t 
know what happened. Whatever they say was all made up.

Horoscopes
as forecasted by Marion Barry,

former mayor of Washington, D.C.

     Editor’s Note: Ben has received more than 150 hours of training in adolescent sexual health and violence 
prevention from Planned Parenthood of East Central Illinois, where he worked as a sexual health peer educator.  
He taught sex ed in local health classes and counseled teens for 2 1/2 years before becoming the youth intiative’s 
coordinator for six months.
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