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    Have you ever heard a tambourine in a rap song?  When was the last time you listened 
to poppy vocals paired with a jazz organ?  How many bands have you seen with gray-haired 
members (not including LCD Soundsystem)?  Did you have trouble answering any of these 
questions? That can all be fixed at Folk ‘N’ Blues 2010!
    On Sept. 10, you’ll find the Pearsons quad significantly louder than usual. Starting at 6:30 
p.m., the lawn, normally dappled with students soaking up the last of the summer rays, will 
be packed with people and sound. Why? His name is Kristoff Krane, and his music genre 
is listed as “hip hop/experimental/acoustic.” He raps about redemption and real life while 
playing a soulful folk guitar.
      Following up at 8 p.m. is The Right Now, a septet influenced by “Aretha, Stevie, Alicia, 
Bill Withers, Chicago Soul, [and] Wilco” -- quite a turn from folk-rap, but no less excit-
ing.  At 10 p.m., festival attendees can expect a familiar face: Blue Plate Special will make a 

return visit to campus.
      “They were here for Folk ‘N’ Blues last year, and they were very popular,” says senior 
Anna Carlsmith, who’s been involved with the coordination of the event.  Blue Plate 
Special is a bluesy rock band from Chicago, made up of three members who may look like 
dads but can probably rock out harder than your little brother on his drum set.
      But that’s only Friday.
      At 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 11, the night kicks off with a taste of the South: Wendy Col-
onna, a soul singer originally from Louisiana, will be performing with Chad Pope, a folk/
country musician from Austin, Texas.  Colonna was a 2010 National Showcasing Artists for 
NACA (National Association for Campus Activities).  These two have got buzz.
      In the 8 p.m. time slot are Richie Rich and the Chi-Town Blues Band, the epitome of 
classic Chicago blues music.  According to the man himself, the band is “electric, powerful 
and soothing.”  While they’re hardly Lady Gaga’s little monsters, they’re sure to provide a 
warm, tingly, down-home feeling in your belly.
      That must be it, right?  Far from right.  The final performance will be given at 10 p.m. 
by Talking Heads tribute band This Must be the Band, also from Chicago.  Has this 
stopped making sense?  They’re hardly a copy — though they sing the same songs, the 
members of This Must be the Band provide a Chicago-fied version of “Take Me to the Riv-
er” that will rock you ‘till you can’t take no more of it (or, at least, until they finish playing).
      T-shirts will be sold for $5. Popcorn, burgers, and veggie burgers will be served.
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    It’s Wednesday night and Carson Hicks ‘12 is attempting to work. “Can I check your bags?” 
he asks two students who are about to leave the library. “What’s up, man?” one says, while 
continuing to walk out the door. 
    Hicks was supposed to be in his third semester of working at the tech help desk. Instead, 
if students have a tech question they have to find him downstairs, and he might just have to 
stop helping them in order to check a bag or make a tally mark every time somebody walks 
through the library’s temporary entrance.
      Construction began on the library steps on Aug. 17 and had several projected completion 
dates, all of which have come and gone. The current estimate is September 24. “This was 
supposed to be done before new students arrived on campus,” said President Scott Bierman. 
“This was supposed to be done by the end of August.”
        The construction is part of the completion of Phase I of the Campus Master Plan, which 
included building the Science Center and adding parking spaces on College and Emerson 
streets. Delays are a result of weather, difficulty in closing down Chapin, and the discovery of 
artifacts from the Indian mounds outside the president’s home. Construction was stalled at 
the beginning of New Student Days while the Department of Natural Resources, accompa-
nied by several Beloit anthropology professors, inspected the site. “When freshmen arrived,” 
said Bill Flanagan, vice president for student affairs and dean of students, “I had to tell the 
parents that this isn’t CSI: Beloit.”
      Megan Fitch, the director of ISR, works in the library and has overseen the construction 
process. “Our main concern is to ensure the safety and security of everyone in the building,” 
said Fitch, who is “aware of the need to use the space.” Before the construction, the ques-
tion of security and staffing went hand in hand. Whoever was working at the circulation 
desk was able to monitor the flow of students and community members coming in and out 
of the library. One of the issues with the temporary entrance is that it wastes resources. If a 
staff librarian is placed downstairs, they are unable to perform their other duties. Reference 
Librarian Chris Nelson mentioned that another concern was the money that would be neces-
sary to hire a student to work those extra two hours.

      The official library hours for this semester are 8:30 a.m. – 10 p.m., but access to this informa-
tion is limited. There has not been a flier in campus mail, and the library’s own Web site has 
only posted the temporary hours, but no concrete reason for why they have been decreased. 
      Anthony Otey ’13, a student worker at the library whose hours have been cut as a result of 
the early closing, found out at his first-ever staff meeting that his job would include sitting at 
the temporary entrance. “I wish they would tell us what’s going on,” said Otey. “I keep being 
bombarded, like, ‘Yo, Anthony, tell your boss to keep [the library] open until 12!’” He also says 
that he often deals with “people’s snottiness when they try and leave” because he is required 
to check their bags. In comparison to the operational hours of libraries at other Associated 
Colleges of the Midwest, Beloit’s hours seem preposterous. During a normal semester, librar-
ies at Carleton, Coe, Colorado College, Grinnell and Lawrence all stay open until 1 or 2 a.m.
      Matt McKay ‘13 is an RA and cross country runner who tries “to avoid the library now 
[because] it’s not very welcoming.” After eating and showering, he may only have two hours 
to study at the library. Academics may be compromised because students are being forced 
to study and do homework elsewhere. Residence halls can be incredibly distracting — fel-
low residents, people wandering around outside, and even the fact that your desk is messy 
can take significant time and concentration away from work. Alexis Grosofsky, professor of 
psychology at Beloit, believes that “the library is ... a better environment [to study in]” and 
recommends that students “reserve your rooms for sleeping.”
    While the current setbacks have been the cause of much frustration to students and staff 
alike, there will be benefits for the campus and community. There will finally be an ADA-ap-
proved ramp leading to the redesigned entrance. There will be a new surface on the patio that 
will be much safer during the winter months. The steps are going to be narrowed and well-lit. 
There will be bench seating and more patio space. “It’s a gathering place and we really didn’t 
want to take that away,” said Fitch, who had a meeting scheduled for Thursday afternoon in 
order to discuss extending hours.  
      But for many students, the positives of the entrance’s new design and the universal under-
standing that construction never finishes on time do not make up for the early closing.   School 
is in full swing now and the beginning-of-the-year mindset is long gone. No matter how many 
times the completion date keeps getting pushed back, our exams and papers are still due 
on time. 
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