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    A highway passing through inner Mongolia to 
Beijing was the site of a traffic jam stretching for 
at least 75 miles on Sept. 2. More than 10,000 
vehicles were estimated to be trapped at one 
point, but the jam cleared by the afternoon, a 
relief for drivers concerned that they might be 
in a reoccurrence of a traffic jam on the same 
stretch of road in August that took nine days 
to clear. 

     Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
was pelted with shoes and eggs by an angry 
crowd comprised of groups of demonstrators 
opposed to war and to the Northern Ireland 
peace process in Dublin on September 4 at 

the first public signing for his new memoirs. 
Security was heavy, with access to nearby 
streets closed off. One protester attempted to 
make a citizen’s arrest for war crimes. 

     “America’s Toughest Sheriff,” Joe Arpaio of 
Arizona’s Maricopa County, has been sued by 
the Justice Department for repeated refusals 
to give requested documents to federal 
investigators looking over his treatment of 
illegal immigrants. Arpaio has gained national 
attention for his tough and unorthodox 
methods, which include forcing inmates to 
wear pink underwear and sweeps through 
Hispanic neighborhoods. Arpaio is also 
under investigation by a federal grand jury for 
intimidating politicians and county workers 
with baseless investigations and searches. 

     A federal court ruled on September 8 that 
prisoners formerly held by the CIA cannot sue 
for alleged torture, as such a trial would reveal 
classified information. The case was brought 
by the ACLU against a subsidiary of Boeing 
which arranged CIA flights to transfer prisoners 
to foreign countries for interrogation. The 

ACLU plans to appeal and intends for the case 
to be heard by the Supreme Court. Although 
the interrogation program was started by the 
Bush administration, the ruling was seen as a 
victory for the Obama administration.

     President Barack Obama announced a $50 
billion plan to expand and repair American 
infrastructure during a Labor Day speech in 
Milwaukee. The Republican Party refused to 
support the plan, which involves rebuilding 
150,000 miles of roads and 150 miles of 
runways; building 4,000 miles of rail; and 
updating air traffic control systems. A new 
Infrastructure Bank will be set up to support 
smaller projects. Democrats hope the plan will 
quickly employ many construction workers 
who are currently idle. 

    Richard M. Daley announced Tuesday that 
he will not seek a seventh term as Chicago’s 
mayor next spring. The unexpected announce-
ment opened speculation of who would re-
place the longtime mayor, who has been in of-
fice since 1989. 
Sources: Yahoo News, The Guardian, The New York Times, Politico, 
The Chicago Tribune
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     On the morning of August 7, 2010, a fire at the Gun Club, a popular 
restaurant, burned uncontrollably for four hours. According to The 
Janesville Gazette, the fire, which has been reported to be arson, 
was likely started by a gasoline-like substance, a container of which 
was found in the remains of the dining room. Although there were 
no signs of forced entry, the restaurant was robbed of both cash and 
expensive liquor. The owners of the restaurant, Frank and Cindy 
Dajka, had left for the night around 12:30 a.m. and had driven to 
their home in Rockton, Ill. No suspects have been identified to 
date.
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