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     The Department of Theatre, Dance, and 
Communication is proposing changes to the 
curricular requirements for majors.
     The changes were presented last Wednesday 
at the department procedures meeting. The 
proposed changes surfaced as a result of an 
external review of the department last year. 
Currently, the department offers seven tracks: 
Acting, Communication, Dance, Design, 
Directing, Stage Management, and Theatre 
History. 
     There are several proposed changes. The 
department intends to change its name to 
reflect the new curricular model. The new 
name is the Department of Theatre, Dance, 
and Performance Studies. The Theatre 

History major would be eliminated. Instead 
of a communication major, Media and 
Performance for Public Advocacy will be 
offered. This major involves a concentration 
in a particular communicative medium as well 
as important ideas involved in performance 
and media.
     The Design and Stage Management majors 
will be replaced with Production. There will 
be additional dance courses offered, such 
as Repertory Dance Company and Senior 
Project. The Acting and Directing majors will 
be replaced with Performance. There is also 
a new innovative course, Devising. Devising 
involves creating work in a collaborative 
fashion.
     One of the goals of the curricular changs is to 
bring the various branches of the department 
together. Due to the wide spectrum of majors 

the department offers, not all of the majors 
interact with each other. In order to achieve 
this goal, there are mandatory classes all majors 
must take, such as Contemporary Theories of 
Performance and a professional development 
seminar.
     Current juniors and seniors will continue 
with their tracks based on the old course 
catalogue. Sophomores have the opportunity 
to choose if they want to follow the old or the 
proposed new curricular model. Students who 
declare now would follow the new curricular 
model.
     The changes mentioned in this article 
are proposed and have not gone through 
the administration yet. Students can learn 
more information and share opinions on the 
proposed changes by talking with Amy Sarno 
and Chuck Drury. 
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    On Monday, August 23, Beloit students 
celebrated the opening of the college’s latest 
building, the Hendricks Center. Named after 
donors Diane Hendricks and the late Ken 
Hendricks, the $4 million project proved to 
be the college’s largest single donation ever. 
     The building, completed approximately a 
year after its verified inception, houses the 
dance and music departments as well as the 
technical sector of the theater department. 
The dance department previously occupied a 
studio in the Sports Center and a studio in a 
local church basement. While small changes, 
such as adding lights, curtains and seats to 
one of the studios, are still in the process of 
completion, the majority of construction has 
proven successful. Dance department chair 

Chris Johnson cited the “huge amount of space” and “community 
between the departments” as two major improvements the building 

offers. “We’re not visitors, and I’m thrilled 
about how both new and old students have 
embraced the building. ” Johnson said. 
    The music department, formerly located 
in Eaton Chapel, Wilson Theatre and the 
basement of Pearsons, now takes up the 
upper levels of the building. Music professor 
Susan Rice spoke of moving pianos from 
the lower levels of Eaton Chapel with a 
forklift as one of the most creative aspects 
of the moving process. She added that 
the rooms are specifically designed to the 
musician’s needs. She also notes that the 
central locations of the offices have greatly 
benefited the department. “It’s wonderful to 
not have to travel and to have such carefully 
thought out spaces for our needs. We don’t 
have to make do,” Rice said.
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$4 million fine arts center the largest single donation ever to college


