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    Burn a Quran Day? Hysteria over construc-
tion of an Islamic center in lower Manhattan? 
Arson and 
physical at-
tacks on Mus-
lim-Americans 
and their 
houses of wor-
ship? Smells 
like an elec-
tion year to 
me. Although
Democrats 
are facing an 
uphill political 
battle this fall given discontent over the slug-
gish pace of economic recovery, it seems that
the administration’s opponents have latched 
onto a new scare tactic: Islamophobia. A re-
cent poll found that one in five Americans 
wrongly believes that President Obama is a 
Muslim. Not surprisingly, these same Ameri-
cans strongly disapprove of Obama’s perfor-
mance. Meanwhile, Tea party activists and 
right-wing media pundits have taken to the
airwaves to express their displeasure with 
all things Islamic. A local government deci-
sion in New York City over construction of 
an Islamic community center has become a 
national debate. My bet is that conservatives 
are hoping that this will be the wedge issue 
in 2010 that same-sex marriage was in 2004. 
After all, it worked for them that time.

     Although Islamophobia is being used as a 
tool for political gain, the reason for its use 
is irrelevant to those who are affected by it. 
A cab driver in New York City was recently 
stabbed when he affirmed to his passenger 

that he is a Muslim. A planned 
mosque in Tennessee was 
recently burned down amid 
much controversy over its 
construction.
    Tea party leaders in Cali-
fornia have encouraged their 
followers to bring their dogs 
to mosques to harass Muslims 
who are praying. Muslims 
across the country have felt 
pressured to curtail planned 
celebrations at 

the end of Ramadan, which this 
year happens to coincide with 
the anniversary of the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks, in order to pre-
empt misunderstandings of their 
actions. Why should Muslim-
Americans have to dampen their 
celebrations on the most holy 
and joyous day of their year?
    Seven million Americans are 
Muslim. Many have been here 
for generations. Despite the 
anti-Islamic hysteria and recent attempts to
violate Americans’ First Amendment rights 
to freedom of religion, Muslim-Americans 
are taking this in stride. Muslims should not 
have to explain their right to exist and prac-
tice their faith in this country, but they do so 

anyway, and they do it with compassion and 
patience.
    Why should non-Muslims care about all 
this? Maybe because next election cycle, 
it could be you and your slice of American 
diversity that becomes the target of politi-
cal hatred. So, what can a good American 
non-Muslim do to fight Islamophobia? Well, 
you can start this Saturday by attending the 
film “Abraham’s Children” and the Interfaith 
discussion that will follow. The film is a docu-
mentary of Muslim-American youth and the 
struggles they face by holding that dual
identity. You will learn about basic practices 
and beliefs of Muslims and can ask questions 
of the Muslims who will be a part of the pan-
el discussion. Then, you can take this knowl-

edge and let 
everyone in 
your sphere 
of influence 
know what 
Muslims are 
really like. 
Think of it 
as your duty 
as an Amer-
ican on 
Patriot Day, 
Sept. 11, 

2010. The event begins at 2:00 p.m. in Rich-
ardson Auditorium (M.I.) and is sponsored by 
the Interfaith Club, Spiritual Life Program, 
and the Religious Studies Department.
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