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Mira Treatman’s dance  Dial Tones from 
Chelonia. Dancers (from top left, clockwise) 

are Nathan Landau, Paige Witner, Mira 
Treatman, and Hannah Ciechomski. 

CONTACT

bcroundtable@gmail.com

Box 109

The Round Table meets every 
Monday at 9:30 p.m. in the 
Pearsons third-floor clubhouse 

(unless noted otherwise).

CORRECTIONS

For last week’s article “The latest scare crew on 

campus,” Aj Haughton would like to add Louie 

Bruno to the list of original members of the club 

who made it such a success! He would also like to 

express his confusion and displeasure with Horror 

Club’s flyers being mysteriously torn down. Sure 
it had a dead Jesus on it, but isn’t horror club all 

about scaring people?

Beloit College students did not let Snowpoacalypse quelch their creativity. Constructed by Peter Nencka ‘11 and 
Eli Blee-Goldman ‘11 the Turtle Igloo on Aldrich field displays their school pride and knowledge of Inuit culture. 
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By Eric Frenkil

CONTRIBUTOR

   When street vendor Mohamed Bouazizi lit himself 
on fire in protest of the Tunisian government, he was 
not the first. Little did he know that his act of defiance 
would lead to the ousting of the president and to an 
Egyptian uprising more than 1,300 miles away.
   It started on Jan. 25 with a Day of Anger organized 
on Facebook. Bouazizi had died, the streets of Tunisia 
were in an uproar, and Egyptians wanted to demonstrate 
and show solidarity with the Tunisians who — like the 
Egyptians — knew well what it meant to live under 
an authoritarian regime. Fifteen thousand protesters, 
some even carrying Tunisian flags, crowded Cairo’s 
Liberation Square.
   Their chants targeted the Egyptian government, 
calling for “Bread, freedom, human dignity!” They 
protested against the rising cost of food and housing, 
against decades of oppression under Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, and against corruption in all levels of 
government. Soon enough, their protests turned into 
an uprising. They began calling for Mubarak, who 
has been in office since 1981, to step down.
   The demonstrators threw stones, overpowering 
the riot police that came with tear gas and water 
cannons. Large protests were seen in at least six 
other cities. Since, the number of protesters has 
risen to at least two million.
   The situation is tense. An unknown number 
of police and protesters have died. The party 
headquarters of Mubarak’s National Democratic 
Party have been burned down. Larger rallies 
are planned in the coming days. News agencies are 
reporting that Mubarak has been using the police 
to incite violence, discrediting the protesters. The 
protesters, in contrast, have taken it upon themselves 
to clean the streets and ensure that weapons are kept 
away from the rallies.
   Mubarak promised to sack his cabinet. He appointed 
a vice president for the first time, selecting powerful 
Egyptian intelligence head Omar Suleiman. He 
disconnected all telephone and Internet lines, calling 
in the military. Even some military personnel are now 
chanting atop tanks in solidarity with the crowds.
   The Obama administration has asked Mubarak to 
transition power immediately and has called repeatedly 
for nonviolence. American diplomats are reportedly 
speaking with opposition leader Mohamed ElBaradei, 
the Nobel laureate who was previously director of the 
UN atomic agency. He is currently under house arrest 
for participating in the protests.
   Other governments in the region are also affected. 
Public outrage against the Yemeni government is 
unprecedented. The Jordanian king has fired his entire 
cabinet. Even the Zapatistas in Mexico are waiting to 
see if Egypt will fall, as there is some potential for a 
domino effect worldwide. There may, in fact, be a new 
president in Egypt by the time you read this article. 

Stay tuned next week for more updates and analysis.
 
Below is a timeline of the events as they have 
unfolded:
 
Tues. 1/25 – Fifteen thousand protesters clash with 
security forces in Liberation Square (Cairo). Government 
disrupts communications. Clashes in Alexandria. Two 
protesters dead in Suez.
 
Wed. 1/26 – Tear gas used near Egypt’s high court. 
Plainclothes officers are seen dragging prominent 
journalists away. Beatings and shootings of protesters 
in Cairo.
 
Thurs. 1/27 – Protesters hurl rocks and petrol bombs 
at police lines in Suez. Hundreds protest in Ismailia. 
Nobel laureate and political rival Mohamed ElBaradei 
(former head of IAEA) joins protesters, offers to lead 
any transitional government.
 
Fri. 1/28 – ElBaradei placed under house arrest. 

Internet, telephone shut off. Beatings of journalists. 
Human Rights Watch warns government may call out 
army. Armored vans in use. Twenty thousand take over 
Nile Palace Bridge near Liberation Sq. U.S. calls for 
nonviolence, reviews aid, does not back Mubarak. Army 
called out for first time in 25 years. Crowd cheers them 
on. Mubarak’s party HQ in flames, damaging historic 
Egypt Museum. Mogamma government building on 
fire. WikiLeaks releases 46 Egypt cables. Mubarak 
announces cabinet reshuffle. London journalist writes, 
“Something changed today. This became a full blown 
uprising against Mubarak rule cutting across social 
divides.”
 
Sat. 1/29 – Troops calling for Mubarak to resign. 
Mubarak appoints vice president (18-year intelligence 
chief Omar Suleiman). Women and elderly citizend join 
protests in Alexandria. Live rounds fired on protesters 
outside Interior Ministry. Fifty thousand protesters at 
Liberation Sq. Some Internet access. Looting pervasive, 
residents defend shops, homes, landmarks. Mubarak’s 
family reportedly in London.
 
Sun. 1/30 – Two military fighter jets circling over 
protesters, deafening sound.  Government tries to 

shut down Al Jazeera, fails. Vacuum of power in Suez. 
Thousands of prisoners break from Alexandria jail, 
army deployed.

Mon. 1/31 – Protestors call for a ‘March of Millions’ on 
Tuesday, demand that military pick a side by Thursday, 
call for a march to the presidential palace on ‘Friday of 
Departure.’ U.S. begins voluntary evacuation. Military 
standoff at Cairo prisons. Suleiman sworn in. Protesters 
cleaning streets to show civility. Army pledges not to 
fire on protesters. U.S. calls for “free and fair elections 
in September.”
 
Tues. 2/1 –U.S. orders evacuation of all non-essential 
persons, calls for Mubarak to step down (and not to 
appoint son Gamal). Turkish PM calls for Mubarak 
to step down. Food shortages beginning. Two million 
protesters in Cairo. Judges, sheikhs, politicians, 
celebrities join crowd. Massive protests in Alexandria. 
Secularity of protest questioned as Muslim Brotherhood 
chants “Allahu Akbar.” U.S. diplomats in talks with 
ElBaradei. Mubarak says he will stay until election, but 

not run again. Protesters organize to enforce 
weapons-free zones. Small groups of Mubarak 
supporters march, clash with protesters, army 
fires into air, no casualties.
 
Wed. 2/2 – Thousands of regime supporters 
mounted on horses and camels charge protesters 
in Liberation Sq, throw stones, block entrances 
and exits. Uniformed police officers seen driving 
them to the scene. Some have police ID cards. 
Gunshots fired. Molotov cocktails and tear gas 

thrown. Protesters call for army protection. Protesters 
push back regime supporters using improvised metal 
shields in phalanx, set up makeshift clinics. Automatic 
weapon fire heard near Egypt Museum. Fears of 
massacre. Anderson Cooper among journalists attacked, 
Swedish journalists held as Mossad spies. Some Internet 
restored.
 
Thurs. 2/3 – Protesters still control Liberation Sq., 
set up barricades and makeshift jail. Arab League 
calls for investigation into violence. Regime sends 
texts to Egyptians, calling on them to "confront the 
traitors and criminals." At least ten reported cases of 
detained journalists, BBC equipment seized, a Human 
Rights Watch researcher detained. Barricades hold 
despite attacks. Mubarak says he must stay to prevent 
chaos. Canada Globe reporter tweets: "What's worse 
about being detained three hours by Egyptian army? 
Watching a four-year-old girl being detained with you 
even longer."
 
Guest writer Eric Frenkil ’11 took a semester off in Fall 2009 
to work for an Egyptian NGO. He will return to Cairo this 
October after the September elections.

Revolut ion Igni tes Egypt,  Arab World
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What’s worse about being detained 
three hours by Egyptian army? Watching 
a four-year-old girl being detained with 

you even longer.

““
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By Steven Jackson
CONTRIBUTOR
   This week’s Beloit Student Congress meeting was 
a veritable whirlwind of events. Things got off to a 

rollicking start with announcements and updates from 
various committees. Ben Schechter ‘11 of Residential 
Life Committee reminded all that next week is the year-

end housing review, and special interest houses should 
have representatives at the committee’s Wednesday 
meeting.
   After announcements, Programming Board Director 
and Chair Amani Edwards ’12 led a student forum titled 
“Campus Norms.” The first item of discussion was the 

way we treat our public spaces at Beloit. Students shared 
their thoughts on vandalism, 
litter, and general disrespect 
of shared space. Schechter 
characterized campus litter as 
“pretty trashy.” Following up 
on that sentiment, Executive 
Representative Jonah Isenstein 
‘14 pointed out the grossness 
of pee on toilet seats.
   The next topic was the 
divide between athletes and 
non-athletes at Beloit. The 

fact that sports players 
sit in the same area at 
Commons was cited as 
an illustration of this social gulf. 
Students —athletes and indoor kids alike — agreed 

they would like to see more communication between 
the two groups.
   Discussion then turned to the social dynamic between 
Greek life and the rest of campus. Non-Greeks seemed 

to agree that Greek life is insular and can lead to a 
disconnect from other campus activities. All students 
agreed that fraternities and sororities are subject to 
a lot of stereotypes at Beloit. One fraternity brother 
expressed his frustration with stereotypes. “I’m a Sigma 
Chi and I’m not a rapist,” he stated plainly.
   Spirituality was the next item. Most agreed that to be 
secular is the norm at Beloit and that deeply spiritual 
students can be alienated for their beliefs. Several 
Christian students said they often feel judged for their 
faith. 
   With that established, the forum discussed individual 
and group efforts on campus. The defacement of the 

SARP teal people last spring was cited as an example 
of disrespecting group efforts. Students agreed that 

being drunk should not be an excuse for vandalism 
of this nature. On another note, some students were 
frustrated because their fliers for campus events have 

been regularly removed or defaced. Who is responsible? 

It remains a mystery.
   The next topic was cultural competency at Beloit. 
Some students shared their experiences of running into 
hate speech and prejudicial attitudes regarding gender 
identity, race and sexual orientation. Student Policy 
Committee Chair Evan Staff ’13 stated that Beloit is one 

of the most tolerant campuses he has ever seen. “Then 
again, I’m from Texas,” he added.
The final talking point was the Beloit community, both 

campus and city. Unfortunately time was up for the 
meeting’s student forum section.
   After a short break in which cabinet members tried 
and failed to load a YouTube video, it was time for Body 
Wrap/Power. The BSC general body was reminded of 
Vortex this weekend, an event that is sure to be ill-sick-

nasty and would be a shame to miss.
   Anna Wolf ’11 presented a funding proposal for the 
17th Annual Rebellious Lawyering Conference, a two-

day event at Yale that discusses progressive approaches 
to law and social change. After some discussion, the 
time requirement was waived so the proposal could be 

voted on at BelFast that very 
night.
   Next, Assistant Treasurer 
Alicia Halvensleben ’11 put 

forth a proposal to increase campus bandwidth. 
Halvensleben has been working with President Scott 
Bierman and ISR Director Megan Fitch to outline an 
action plan.
   The college has agreed to fund increasing bandwidth 
on an annual basis, starting this year with a $6720 

contribution that would increase bandwidth by 80-

150 megabytes per second. However, the college’s 

contribution is contingent on a bandwidth hardware 
upgrade, which would cost the student body $8275 

(This writer is not sure what “hardware” means, but was 

assured that it probably refers to a tube of some kind.)

   Halvensleben proposed to fund the hardware upgrade 
with $8275 from the BSC Emergency Fund, which is 

used for special projects and acts as a safety net in the 
event of overspending. The $8275 withdrawal is less 

than 10 percent of the total fund, according to Jennie 

Hartzheim, director of Student Activities.
   After much deliberation, many movements, and 
numerous rewordings, the time requirement was waived 
and the proposal was approved! Get ready, Beloit. We 
should be enjoying faster Internet by about May 1.
   To wrap things up, David Yu of Budget Committee 
announced that the budget cycle is underway. In order 
to secure funding for the next academic year, all clubs 
must fill out a budget form and turn it in by midnight 

on Saturday, Feb. 12. The budget form can be found on 
the BSC homepage at beloit.edu/bsc.

BSC This Week: Norms! Bandwidth! Budgets!

By Hana Skoblow
CONTRIBUTOR
    Clashes increased between protesters demanding 
the resignation of Egyptian President Hosni Muba-
rak and government supporters in Cairo on Feb. 2, 
leaving three dead and more than 600 wounded. 

Although none of the deaths are officially credited 

to firearms, gunshots were reported from multiple 

sources, but it is unclear who initiated them. Before 
Wednesday, more than 300 deaths had already piled 

up over the past week and a half of protests.

     Astronomers using the Kepler space telescope 
have discovered a solar system 2,000 light-years away. 

The system consists of six planets, all with a greater 
diameter and higher mass than Earth, which orbit 
one star. The planets are probably too hot to sustain 
life because their orbits are so close to the star — five 

of the six planets are closer to the star than Mercury 
is to the sun. The lead author of the study, Jack Lis-
sauer, was not expecting the discovery, and said, “We 
think this is the biggest thing in exoplanets since the 
discovery of 51 Pegasi b — the first exoplanet — back 

in 1995."

    Wallabies in Australia are responsible for many of 
the crop circles in the fields of the poppy industry. 

The wallabies have reportedly been invading the 
country’s legal opium farms, eating the plants, and 
getting high. Then, the animals hop around in circles 
repeatedly, crushing stalks with their feet and creat-
ing crop circle look-alikes.

    The Italian automaker Fiat prepares to launch its 
U.S. comeback in the weeks to come after having 
left the market for 27 years. Once famous for their 
reputation for cars that break down easily and rust 
quickly, Fiat is now paired with the weak American 
brand Chrysler. Together they will sell the Fiat 500, a 

tiny coupe marketed as having a high gas mileage and 
above-average safety precautions for a car of its size. 

It will be sold between $15,000 and $19,500.

Sources: BBC, MSNBC, New York Times
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By Sam Offut
CONTRIBUTOR

    While this might be the Super Bowl’s weekend, the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship’s (UFC) will prove 
its staying power and cultural importance with a huge 
fight card. The UFC is a combat sports organization 
that features real, live fights between elite fighters 
trained in boxing, wrestling, muay thai, jiu-jitsu, and 
many other martial arts.  The UFC often tries to tap 
into the sports frenzy of the Super Bowl by featuring 
a stacked fighting card on the Saturday before.  This 
year is no different. Featuring three impressive main 
fights, UFC 126 will be one of the best fight cards in 
the history of the sport.  Here’s why:

Anderson Silva vs. Vitor Belfort
    Anderson Silva is the current UFC middleweight 
(185 lbs.) champion.  He is putatively the best fighter in 
the world—better than any other fighter at any other 
weight.  He is known for his striking ability, his slick 
submissions, and his confidence in the cage. In his fight 
in August of 2009 with the former champion Forrest 
Griffin, he literally dropped his hands to his hips and 
allowed Griffin to throw punches at will, dodging every 
thrust. He is set to defend his title for the eighth time 
and extend his thirteen-fight winning streak against 
fellow Brazilian striker and former champion Vitor 
Belfort.  Belfort is on a five-fight win streak, but due 
to injury went without fighting in 2010. Look for this 

fight to be a slugfest with Silva winning by knockout in 
round two or three.

Rich Franklin vs. Forrest Griffin
    These two fighters have lots in common; both are 
former champions, very likable, and are known for 
their huge hearts. Griffin is also known for his dry wit 
and is a best selling comedic author. Before Franklin 
became a top tier fighter he taught mathematics in 
Ohio, and Griffin was once a police officer in Georgia.  
Both put on consistently exciting performances and 
the winner of this fight will likely have a title shot 
in the light-heavyweight (205 lbs.) division. Look for 
Griffin to pepper Franklin with leg kicks and punches 
to win by unanimous decision.

Jon Jones vs. Ryan Bader
   This is a battle of two highly touted prospects.  Ryan 
Bader is undefeated, has had a fantastic amateur-
wrestling career, and won season eight of The UFC’s 
reality show, “The Ultimate Fighter.”  Jon “Bones” 
Jones is virtually undefeated and is the most hyped 
prospect in the history of the sport. At twenty-three 
years old he already has the highlight reel of a veteran.  
The champion of this match will most likely take on 
the winner of the Griffin-Franklin fight.  Look for 
“Bones” Jones to defend Bader’s takedown and use his 
unorthodox striking, and ten-inch reach advantage to 
get a second round TKO.

By Mark Coogan
CONTRIBUTOR

    You know what really chafes my crank? The Super 
Bowl is two days away. The Super Bowl is the epitome 
of all things American. Across the nation, Americans 
will sit in front of big screen, high definition televisions 
and stuff their faces with potato chips and mozzarella 
sticks. Why do we have to wait so long for this glorious 
event to happen? The two-week break between the 
conference championship games and the Super Bowl 
is one of the worst traditions in sports. It makes the 
ProBowl pointless, it gives sports reporters two weeks 
to recycle the same redundant stories, and it really 
chafes my crank.
    The ProBowl was last weekend. Did you watch it? 
Did you care? No? Me neither. And I love football. 
Why would a self-proclaimed football lover not care 
about football’s all-star game? Maybe it was because 
it was full of B-list football players. There is a reason 

the Packers and Steelers are still playing on Sunday, and 
that is because they have some of the best players in the 
league on their teams. Wouldn’t you like to see Aaron 
Rodgers, Greg Jennings, James Harrison, and Troy 
Polamalu play in the ProBowl? It could be something 
special, but since the NFL has decided to play the 
ProBowl in between the conference championships 
and the Super Bowl, these elite players will always pass 
on the ProBowl, and it will always be lame.
    Speaking of lame, have you read the sports section 
of any newspaper in the last two weeks? If you haven’t, 
don’t worry; I can tell you everything you missed. The 
Pittsburgh Steelers are playing the Green Bay Packers 
for the Vince Lombardi Trophy in Dallas. This particular 
game is called the Super Bowl. They will play the game 
using a regulation football. Besides this utter lack of 
news, USA Today even resorted to using half-page 
photographs of players and coaches to fill the space 
that is usually words. The story hasn’t changed for two 
weeks. For Pete’s sake, let’s just play the freaking game 
already.
    I can’t wait to sit down Sunday night with a giant bag 
of chips and a huge bowl of salsa and watch some of the 
best commercials, and possibly football, that America 
has to offer. I just wish it all could have happened a 
week ago. Maybe someday soon the NFL will fix this 
Super Bowl timing problem; but until they do my crank 
will remain chafed.

UFC: A bout before the bowl

Anti-ProBowl

IMAGE BY ERIK 

MAGNUSON

There is a reason the Packers 
and Steelers are still playing on 
Sunday, and that is because they 
have some of the best players in 

the league on their teams.
““
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By Ashley Lanham

CONTRIBUTOR

    A city is a constantly evolving 
creature, living through its 
interactions with its inhabitants. 
The drabness of Moscow 
buildings serve as a reminder of 
an era some people try to forget, 
and some have acknowledged. 
All around the city, there are 
construction cranes building 
new structures in place of 
old ones. As one ventures 
underground to the metro, 
the swarms of people scuttle 
past the mosaics which depict 
Soviet ideals. It is estimated 
six to seven million people use 
Moscow’s metro system daily. 
Even with this high volume of 
people, the roads are choked 
with domestic and foreign 
manufactured cars maneuvering 
their way around the city. 
    “Tweet!” Tap. “Ta-weet!” Tap. 

Reading in my chair, I look to 
the window. My friend is paying 
me a visit. Practically every morning, a small yellow-

breasted, white-striped and gray all-over bird stops by 

my window. I smile in greeting. What song will I hear 
today? 
     I glide down the metro escalator, during rush hour. 
A plethora of people is waiting on the platform for 
the next train. The platform feels the breeze. We see 
the lights and hear the scream of the brakes. Train is 
here. It’s standing room only. Oh, dear.  Push. Shove. 
Against the back door, next to the sign “No Standing,” 
I stand as the train car fills with black overcoats and 

broad shoulders. The train races to its next stop. It’s 
mine. No one moves in front of me. The width of the 
train car never seemed larger, as “caution, the doors are 
about to close” politely comes over the loud speaker. 
Like the cork of a shaken champagne bottle, I pop out 
of the train car, as the unforgiving doors slam behind 
me. 
    Crossing underground to a different metro station, 

the mosaics on the wall remain unnoticed. Their 
bright colors calling out to be recognized, to be 
appreciated, yet the sign indicating which tunnel to 
cross through to the other station proves much more 
interesting. Heading into the tunnel, I notice to the 

Discovering moscow: A story of fragments

left there is an old woman dressed in a traditional 
Russian headscarf, clothes pieced together, holding a 
sign reading “help me, money, please?” To the right is 
a quartet playing a Mozart etude. The ethereal music 
soars above the mass of people cradling the woman’s 
pleas for help, leaving metro users in a dilemma about 
which cause is more appealing.  However, the end 
of the tunnel is now in sight. Upon hearing the faint 
noise of the upcoming train, people continue to rush 
towards it, leaving the beautiful music unheard and the 
woman unseen.  
    On sunny days, I like to take my homework to the 
park near the university. The walking paths are for 
relaxed walking, much different from the walking pace 

taking place ten meters away by the street. Slowly 
revolving around the circular path of the park, old 
couples are holding hands and speak about what is for 
dinner, parents coo over their infant in the pram, and 
then here I am in pursuit of a free bench. Russians 
enjoy the park as much as I do on a nice day, for every 
bench is full. Young couples are being romantic; old 
men are playing cards and children are tuckered out 
on their mother’s lap. Walking further in the park 
towards the basketball courts, men dominate this area 

IMAGE BY ASHLEY LANHAM

flexing their testosterone. A 

pick-up soccer game started. 

Figuring this was not the ideal 
location to study, I join the 
steady revolving once again. A 
young couple joyfully sprung 
from a bench, causing me to 
look around to see if anyone 
else saw what I saw. Not seeing 
any takers, I sit down on my 
coveted prize. Taking out 
my homework, the circular 
revolving continues, until the 
sun melts into the ground.
     Roaring, the full orchestra 
strikes its first chord. The 

dimmed teardrop chandeliers 
of the New Opera House create 
mysticism and romance, while 
the music whisks listeners away. 
A guest from the New York 
Metropolitan Opera stands 
as a pinpoint on the stage as 
his voice fills every crevice of 

the room. He expresses “Я вас 

любил—I loved you” by the 

beloved Alexander Pushkin in Russian. The swells 
of his voice mirror the crescendos of the orchestra. 
All threads of sound interweave to flow out onto the 

audience. The last vibrato pierces the air. “Bravo! 
Bravo!” ebbs its way back to the stage.
    Humming softly to myself, I look to the sky. 
Nighttime in Moscow doesn’t bring any stars. Light 
pours onto the street from the surrounding buildings. 
Peering up at the structures, the window lights twinkle 
bemusedly down at me. People are moving about 
inside, putting books away, peeling off coats, frantic 

hand gestures. Each window has its own story to tell, 
its own take on the life of a Russian. The darkness 
stretches from the sky until it stops upon the lights of 
the buildings, upon Moscow’s stars. I take comfort in 
being surrounded by so many stars, by so many stories 
of the occupants inside. As if every light sheds away a 
layer of ice from this cold city.
    Before I came to Moscow, I heard and somehow 
instinctively knew that Moscow was a cold city where 
the people do not smile and getting assistance is 
absolutely out of the question for a foreigner (and 

perhaps even a Muscovite!). Moscow loomed in front 

Continued on Page 6...
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By Anna Holmquist

CONTRIBUTOR

    Want to take a free trip?  
Then XploreU is the place 
for you.
    XploreU is a website 
created by Beloit alum 
Meghan Hoover, ‘06.  
It originally began as 
a magazine started by 
Hoover at Beloit, called 
Authentic Travel.  It  morphed into a website and an 
online community.
    The site gets brands to pay for students to travel and 
volunteer for free.  All the students have to do is rack up 
points by referring friends, interacting on the Facebook 
page and posting pictures and videos. While the website 
is still being built, their Facebook page is currently 
giving away trips monthly and freebies weekly. 
    “Beloiters are so lucky,” Hoover said. “So many have 
traveled abroad. But the truth of the matter is that 

By Lizzi Belmont

DESIGN EDITOR

    Slow Food club presents: The Real Food Road Trip. 
Produced by the members of The Real Food Challenge 
(a group who’s goal is to spread real food and real food 
principles to the greater population), the road trip aims 
to bring real food to campuses around the nation. RFRT 
representatives Katie Blanchard and Katelyn Hale 
are currently traveling to many locations, including 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, 
Minnesota and our own Wisconsin to present activities 
such as workshops, presentations and trainings on food 
justice and other real food related issues.
    TRFC offers the following explanation for “real food” 
on its website realfoodchallenge.org: “Food:  [food] n 
1. something that nourishes, sustains, or supplies. Real: 
[ree-uhl, reel] adj 1. true and actual; not artificial. It 
is food which truly nourishes producers, consumers, 
communities and the earth.” Beloit students wishing 
to learn more will have a variety of activities available 
in which to quench their thirst for food-related 
knowledge.  
    Real Food activities will commence on Friday, Feb. 
4th at 4:00 p.m. with an informal open house at the 
OEC (Outdoor Environmental Club House). The 
event offers a chance to meet The Real Food Challenge 

representatives and offers a more in depth look at 
slow food club — anyone is invited to join. Saturday’s 
events include a table with information outside of 
commons at 11:00 a.m., followed by a talk in SC 150 
entitled “Corporate Food Breakdown & Justice in 
the Food System: Anti-oppression and Resistance.” 
The talk promises to explore “History of food justice 
struggles coupled with anti-oppression training, to 
deepen and broaden your organization’s connection 
to the root causes of injustice in the food system, and 
how to work for collective liberation.” At 3:30 SC 150’s 
events continue with a “Straightforward, hands-on, 
nuts & bolts planning for a real food campaign specific 
to Beloit! (with snacks, tea, etc. provided by slow food/
co-op)”
    “This is an opportunity to see what other schools 
are doing [toward the real food movement] instead of 
having to reinvent the wheel” said Clara Baker, Slow 
Food club president.
    Beloit’s Slow Food club hopes to continue to bring 
more food related education and activities to campus. 
The club meets Tuesday nights at 10:00 in OEC, and 
everyone is welcome to attend. 
    For more information on the movement, see the 
above website. For more information about the events, 
contact Slow Food club or Baker at bakerc@beloit.edu.

Beloit grad helps other students see the world

Quench Your Thirst for “Real Food” knowledge

A Moscow story
...continued from page 5  

of me as a drab place where someone becomes 
suffocated by their surroundings, frightened 
by the judicial and criminal system, talked 
about Communism, and long, long lines. Soviet 
Moscow continues to persist in the minds of 
those who have not had the opportunity to 
visit. For I have seen Russians smile, heard 
them say “thank you”, and received directions 
and help when I asked. If I unquestioningly 
believed my previous perceptions about 
Moscow and its people, I would be missing out 
on the opportunity to discover and explore the 
tune to which this city runs. 
    Moscow acts like a coy smile, where 
curiosity fills the observer with a decision, 
either to accept the smile as it is or to take the 
risk in exploring the depths and secrets behind 
such a smile. With a more thorough look at the 
city, the Russian cold does not reach the core 
of the Russian people.

less than 2 percent of all college students nationwide 
study abroad. This needs to change. So XploreU was 

created to help make 
this happen.” 
    Hoover stressed 
that XploreU places 
an emphasis on service 
learning.
    “We’re not sending 
rich college kids to the 
beach. We’re sending 
kids to change the 

world. Brands dream of the potential loyalty from 
college students, so XploreU gives them that loyalty, 
connections to millions of students plus the awesome 
image of helping students AND the world. Everybody 
wins,” Hoover said.  
    So far, they’ve sent students to places like Saint Lucia 
and Italy, and there’s currently a competition going on 
for the next trip to the Dominican Republic.
    To begin participating now in XploreU’s free trips 
and giveaways, go to facebook.com/xploreu. 

“
”

We’re sending 
kids to change 

the world

IMAGE BY ASHLEY LANHAM
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Clara Baker

CONTRIBUTOR

   Tensions were running high at this 

week’s BelFast meeting. There were a lot 

of proposals for off-campus trips, a few 
slightly treacherous deadlines, a couple 
off-hand comments and not much money 
left in the off-campus fund. However, I 
predict next week’s meeting will be even 
longer, fiercer, and full of sweet debate. 
There are a lot of really great proposals 

up for off-campus trips (totaling around 
$14,000) and, at the time of writing, we 
only have $5,480.44 left for off-campus 
trips this semester.

   What?? We’ve only had one voting 
BelFast meeting this semester! We’re only 

three weeks into this semester—where 
has all our money gone? We started this 
year with $31,900 (divided in half for 
each semester) in off campus funds, and 
we have now used almost all of it up. This 

is good and bad news. There are some 
really awesome events that have gotten/
are getting funding, but spring is a prime 
time for more trips, and not all of them 
can get funded.
   Real talk, here is where the money has 
gone, and here is where it could go:

The off campus trips that have already 
been approved for this semester total 
$14,024 and include:
-American College Dance Festival= 
$5,000 for dance intensive at St. Olaf 
College

-MUN Spring Conference in California= 
$3,780
-Rebellious Lawyering Conference at 
Yale= $1,170 (Spanish Club)
-Associated Writers Conference in Wash., 
D.C.= $1,540 (Beloit Fiction Journal)
-Ultimate Frisbee Georgia Spring Break 
Tournament= $2,750  
-Wisconsin Newspaper Association 

Convention in Appleton, WI= $384.78 
(The Round Table)
Upcoming proposals total $14,624.78:
-Spring Break Sailing Trip in the Florida 
Keys= $4,279 (Beloit Boating Club)
-Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Conference in California= $4,050(Voces 
Latinas)
-Habitat for Humanity New York build= 
$3,350
-“Book Across the Bay” skiing event in 
Northern Wisconsin= $750 (OEC)
-Midwest Real Food Summit in Chicago 
= $665 (Slow Food Club)
-Midwest BLGTA College Conference in 
Michigan= $930 (Alliance)

   Students should read more about these 
proposals online, talk to their BelFast 
rep and ask questions. Some information 
to consider: did the club go to other 
sources for funding? Did they submit the 
proposal well in advance? Where is this 

event? Are they paying with any personal 
contributions? How many students can 
attend? What will this truly bring back to 
campus?
   I anticipate our next meeting may be 
long and possibly frustrating for some, 
but I urge you to come. This is your 
money. Yes, it is unfortunate that we can’t 
pass all these proposals, but props to all 
of the awesome clubs who have organized 
these well thought out events. We also 
must not forget how many resources and 
opportunities we have on campus as well. 
At the time of writing, it looks as though 
our on-campus budget is about $14,565 
for this semester. So let’s share the wealth 
and bring some sweet stuff to Beloit, 
too.

   Belfast meets every Monday at 9 p.m. in 
Mathers in Pearsons. Proposals and more 
info can be found at belcon/fundingproposal2.
php?parent=16.

By Amber Moreyra, Elise Giammanco, 

Evan Mascitti & Amanda Scherer

CONTRIBUTORS

   Most of you know an RA or multiple RAs and 
probably feel you have a decent understanding of 
what their role is on campus and what their job 
responsibilities entail. However, you may just know 
what is on the surface. Read what three current 
RAs have to say about their positions. Then, think 
about whether being an RA fits with who you are 
and what you are looking to get out of your Beloit 
experience. 
   I couldn't ask for a more rewarding job on 
campus. Not only am I now integrated into a very 
supportive group of students and professional staff, 
but I get to contribute and be a part of a rockin' 
community on my floor in Peet. My talents and 
input are appreciated, and I have all the tools to be 
a necessary part of a team to create cool programs 
just for my peers (my big projects this semester are 
Dick Talk and a bathroom literature series). I get 
a chance to utilize my unique perspective to create 
something tangible that the college community can 
appreciate. To students who are on the fence about 
applying — just freakin' do it. You won't regret it.
   — Elise Giammanco’13
   Being an RA has really helped me expand my 
boundaries. I'm on the varsity baseball team, and while 
being an athlete at Beloit is a great experience, the time 

commitment doesn't allow for a lot of socializing with 
non-teammates. Becoming an RA helped me meet new 
friends (both residents and other RAs) from different 
class years, interest groups, and social circles— people 
I would have never discovered otherwise. I feel much 
more connected to campus and would recommend 

being an RA to anybody willing 
to learn new things and meet new 
people.

   — Evan Mascitti’12

   Through my experience as an RA I 
have continually reconnected with 
the Beloit community. Applying 
to be an RA was one of the best 
decisions I made while here, and 
it is hard to comprehend my life 
at Beloit without being an RA. I 
have so made so many connections 
with people I would have probably 
never met or least not connected 
with in such a meaningful way. I 
have gained more confidence in my 
abilities to be assertive and direct, 
which applies to every aspect of 
my life.

  — Amanda Scherer’11
   If this has peaked your interest 

and you would like to apply, 
check out www.beloit.edu/reslife/
employment/cleo. You need to 

submit an application plus have a faculty/staff member 
AND your current RA submit reference forms to cleo@
beloit.edu by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 9. If you have 
any questions, contact Amber Moreyra in Res Life at 
x2350 or moreyraa@beloit.edu.

Where has all our Money Gone?

The raw deal  on being an RA
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RAs show some love; (from left to right) Amani Edwards, Amanda Scherer, Kayte Sizer, Lucia 

Peralta, Winston Pennington-Flax
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Eric Frenkil

CONTRIBUTOR

   In case you haven’t heard, Egyptian protesters are 

fighting to overthrow their president, Hosni Mubarak, 
who has been in power since 1981. Plainclothes police 
offers mounted on horseback and camels are throwing 
stones and Molotov cocktails. The protesters, who for 
the most part do not belong to any organized group, are 
pushing back with makeshift metal shields in phalanx 
formation. That is the situation on the street right now. 
Read through the article on page 2 for the full scoop.
   Having lived in Egypt briefly, my eyes are, naturally, 
glued to media reports. Many people have been asking 
who I think will be the next leader of Egypt. The best 
I can do is offer insights on some of the key players. 
These are good names to learn, even if it’s just to sound 
super smart in class during a discussion of the events in 
Egypt.
   The Muslim Brotherhood – People keep asking 
me if they’re about to take power. Nope. They are 
powerful but still just one of many factions. In fact, 
the Brotherhood has been ‘keeping it secular’ on the 
whole by maintaining a populist message that Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian minority can participate in. They have 
internal leadership issues anyhow.
   Hosni Mubarak – Most Egyptians were born after 
the 82-year old authoritarian president came to power 
in 1981. While Hosni has agreed not to run again for 
president, he is still inciting unrest on the streets and 

saying that he must stay until the September elections 
to maintain order. I doubt that the riots will cease until 
Hosni steps down.
   Gamal Mubarak – Son of the president, economist 
Gamal has been groomed to succeed his father. 
Unfortunately a father-son transfer of power would 
be fairly silly during a revolution. Only a living Hosni 
could put Gamal in power, and only if the riots settle. 
However, he is disliked by Egypt’s powerful military 
faction and probably faked his service.
   Omar Suleiman – Suleiman has been Mubarak’s 
trusted intelligence chief since 1991, and once saved the 
president’s life, but is not a fan of Gamal. He developed 
a lucrative intelligence relationship with the US, and 
has played a key role in Israel/Palestine talks. As of 

Saturday, he is the first vice president in Egypt in the 
last three decades.
   Hussein Tantawi – Defense Minister Tantawi has been 
called “Mubarak’s poodle.” He technically heads the 
army but his mid-level officers despise him. He would 
be a puppet leader of Suleiman or someone else with 
real power, and is also not fond of Gamal.
   Mohamed ElBaradei – Former head of the UN atomic 
agency (1997-2008), ElBaradei won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2005. Rumors about his presidential ambitions 
have circulated since 2009. Currently under house 
arrest and calling for Mubarak to step down, he could 
unite the opposition groups (including the Muslim 
Brotherhood). ElBaradei regained his street cred by 
protesting. He’s the only obvious choice not currently 
employed by Mubarak, besides Ayman Nour.
   Ayman Nour - Hosni Mubarak had Nour imprisoned 
in 2005 for what is widely understood to be political 
reasons. He was released in 2009 for health reasons. 
Who knows what happened in between? Founder of 
the El Ghad opposition party, Nour's platform has 
been focused on democratization and human rights. 
He was attacked recently after announcing presidential 
ambitions.
   Amr Moussa – Arab League Secretary-General Musa 
has been an Egyptian diplomat since 1958. His diplomatic 
credentials would require an entire article. Many have 
begged him to run. He remains noncommittal, but I 
say it's probably so he doesn't get jailed and/or tortured. 
With Hosni and Gamal out of the picture, he could 
reemerge. The real question is how legitimate he will 
be seen as in the eyes of the revolutionaries. Was he 
protesting? I do not know, but the people will want to 
find out.

What do I expect will happen? The president will hand 
over power to Omar Suleiman while Gamal Mubarak is 
quietly angry from his vantage point in London. If the 
government falls, Mohamed ElBaradei is the natural 
choice of the citizens. Noor might run in an election; 
Moussa only if he feels protected. The US will accept 
any of them. In short, I predict that Omar Suleiman or 
Mohamed ElBaradei will lead Egypt.

by Sasha Debevec-McKenney
OP-ED EDITOR

   Every weekend at Beloit follows the same mold for 
most—party, recover, party, recover, do homework, and 
then it’s over. The housekeeping staff comes in Monday 
morning and cleans up the puke, the beer cans, and 
the bottles. But that’s not where their cleaning-up-
after-drunk-students-responsibilities end. Along with 
everything else, housekeeping also has to clean up all of 
the papers and posters that students ripped down over 
the weekend. This happens almost every weekend—my 
dorm’s ground-floor hallways and staircases are almost 
always littered with papers come Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. Drinking on this campus is normal and 
fun—most of us do it and most of us can do it without 
wrecking things.
   For some reason, there are people on this campus 
that don’t know to suppress the urge to rip paper off 
of a wall. Who are these people? Do they despise the 
idea of clubs in general, or are certain clubs more 
infuriating to them than others? Do they feel so left out 
from extracurricular activities that the only way they 

can deal with the loneliness is to make sure nobody else 
participates? Do they hate concerts and believe C-Haus 
is spreading the word of the Devil with its crazy indie 
music? Are they on a lifelong quest to prove that gravity 
is better than tape? Or, are they just drunk and think 
it’s funny?
   Ripping paper can be fun—believe me, I know. I am 
one of the 35 million people who have seen that YouTube 
video of the baby ripping newspaper and laughing so 
hard he falls over. That video is only cute because it 
features a baby, and not a drunk college student. The 
baby’s father is there to clean up after him. That baby 
doesn’t live in a communal space that he shares with 
dozens of other people. The truth is, upwards of 35 
million people aren’t going to watch video of you ripping 
posters off the walls in Bushnell. Maybe one friend will 
see, cackle, and keep moving up the stairs or out the 
door. Maybe if you’re lucky a person of the opposite 
sex will be so impressed by your sense of humor and/
or strength they’ll let you make out with them. But 
the realistic outcome is an eye sore for everybody else, 
more work for the housekeeping staff, and fewer people 
coming to club meetings and events they never even 
knew existed. 

Egypt ’s  Next  Leader

D r u n k  D e s t r u c t i o n : 
Kinda Lame

I am one of the 35 million 
people who have seen that 
YouTube video of the baby 

ripping newspaper and 
laughing so hard he falls 

over. That video is only cute 
because it features a baby, and 

not a drunk college student. 
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The bearded man told me to.
...

And then he went fishing, 
again.

...
Humbled, I lay down at noon.

...
He died, in a timely fashion.

...
The war won, we ate 

together.
...

Unto his disciples he said, 
“swag.”

...
Parking is my only validation 

today.

By Bailey Louise Davis
CONTRIBUTOR

Vortex is a one night music festival being held 
this Saturday at 9 p.m. DKs is going to be turned 
upside down.  The music will be crawling up the 
walls. Dancing is not an option; it is necessary.  

This Saturday, hang loose and have a great night 
out. 

Round Table: Can you tell the readers of The 
Round Table a little info about each band playing this 
weekend? 
Jack Katze: Sure, I just want to make one note that 
the event is beginning exactly at nine. I know C-Haus 
events can start late. Keep that in mind. T’Bone are 
three people who grew up in Cedar Rapids. They have 
been best friends from a young age. The drummer and 
the guitarist were the rhythm section of the group, 
Wayne Western.  Samuel Breslin was the guitarist, who 
went to Beloit. I call them mathpunk, it is sort of a 
blanket term for music that involves a lot of tapping on 
the guitar and odd time signatures. They actually played 
Vortex two years ago. 
    The next group is a hip-hop group called Kooley High. 
I would classify them as golden-age hip-hop because 
they use old funk. They don’t have that modern edge to 
them that you hear on the radio and stuff. 

Hana Skoblow and India John
CONTRIBUTOR and EDITOR IN CHIEF

    What impresses me the most about a capella goups is that they sometimes sound better than traditional bands -- and their only 
instruments are their bodies. On Friday, Jan. 28, the professional a capella ensemble Chapter 6 came to Beloit to wow us with their 
harmonizing prowess. The group consisted of six (surprise!) men (one -- Luke Menard -- made it to the top 8 of American Idol: Season 
7) who met while attending Millikin University in Decatur, IL. Between each song, a different member of the group would take the 
microphone for his delegated speech: introductions, a CD and DVD give-away, or just comic value. They were funny and charming, 
but what I liked the most was their music.
    Each member of the group played a different role with their vocal chords, actions and general personalities, playing off one another 
in a wonderfully choreographed show that bordered on stand-up comedy. Their chemistry together clearly demonstrates the close 
bonds they’ve created throughout their years together. They each adopted a role that they played throughout the performance, 
ranging from the overly animated to the sarcastic and sulky.  Though they took on these characteristics during the performance, 
however, moments between songs allowed a glimpse into their actual relationships, joshing and cracking jokes to one another on 
stage. They all, also, clearly love what they do.
    Chapter 6 sang a variety of songs from arrangements meant demonstrate their a capella talents, such as a James Bond/Sugarplum 
Fairy Mash-up, to famous songs such as Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody” and Coldplay’s “Viva La Vida.” They consistently sounded 
good, which I think is a testament to how well rounded their group is; their melodies, harmonies, and percussion were equally matched 
and none overpowered another. During one of the group’s love songs, two female audience members were asked to sit onstage while 
each singer took turns trying to dramatically seduce the women to the laugher of the audience. One was a student, and the other was 
a middle-aged woman from Janesville, who was clearly smitten with group fawning over her, making other women in the audience 
swoon with jealousy. They were charismatic, entertaining, and, above all, great vocal performers.

    Kings Go Forth sound a lot like Curtis Mayfield. 
They’ve got that old soul sound down pat. 
RT: How were these bands picked to play for Vortex? 
JK: I wanted to go with one band that I knew would 
work well with the crowd [T’Bone]. BreAnn McCord 
recommended Kooley High. Xenofon Kontouris took 
care of the booking. My friend, Spencer Bible, told me 
about Kings Go Forth. I figured that funk and soul 
music completes that realm of the genres going on. 
RT: How is the show organized in Pearson’s? 
JK: It has always been in Pearson’s, I originally wanted 
it to happen in the Flood Arena (old track in Sports 
Center), but in order for it to sound good, we didn’t 
have a big enough budget for that.  It was originally in 
the Flood Arena and was a public event. It didn’t work 
out this year. It is in Pearson’s because it has a bigger 
capacity than C-Haus. 
RT: What are the key tasks of being the Vortex 
coordinator?
JK: I was kind of the overseer person of booking. I 
tied up everything. I’m pretty experienced with that 
from C-Haus because I book a lot of the shows there. 
I organized the schedules for the volunteers. There are 
actually 20 student official volunteers. Grace Smith 
designed the volunteer shirt.  I have been trying to 
involve a whole range of students, they are all friends of 
mine and I really admire their work. 
RT: Is this your first year coordinating Vortex?

JK: Yes, this is my first year. I volunteered for it in the 
past. 
RT: At this point are there any major concerns or is 
everything running smoothly? 
JK: Yes, everything is running smoothly. Jennie 
Hartzheim, Director of Student Activities, has been a 
lot of help, I’ve met with her often and received a lot of 
guidance from her. 
RT: Is this something that you would like to turn into 
an occupation or is this a hobby?
JK: I would strongly consider it as a job. I feel like I am 
good at bookings. I know how to deal with bands. They 
want to play, get their stuff out and they are excited. 
They [Bands] like colleges because people [at colleges] 
have open minds. 
RT: What should first years and new students expect 
of Vortex?
JK: You can see more of your peers. It is the equivalent 
of Folk ‘n Blues but in the spring. 
RT: Anything you would like to add?
JK: Show up on time! It begins at 9 and ends exactly 
at midnight. Interested students should consider 
volunteering. It is in every student’s power to book a 
band. 
RT: Favorite band right now? 
JK: Deerhoof is my favorite band of all time. Lately, I 
have been listening to “Sister” by Woom.

Vortex Noise: Interview with Vortex Coordinator Jack Katze

A+ Capella: Chapter 6 wows Beloiters with Vocal Finesse SIX WORD

MEMOIRS
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“This poor immigrant cabdriver goes to 

his house, his poor wife makes him nice 

meal & they make coupletime... But this 

doesn’t go into GDP.”

-Diep Phan

“I run red lights because they are stupid.”

-Greg Buchanan

“If they’re from Iowa or something and a 

UFO came and snatched up their favorite 

milk cow.”

-Dave Knutson

“Money and semen are very common.”

-Daniel Youd

-Hats Off to everyone who played in the 
Snowpocalypse. 

-F*ck off to the hipsters who sit at the back of 
class making fun of the prof for an hour and then 
spend 10 minutes of the break talking about cats.

-Hats off to Phys Plant and Food Service 
-for their amazing work keeping the campus 

functional during the Blizzaster. 

-Hats Off to Igloo Turtles. Props to the creator.

-F*ck off to whoever set off the smoke detector 
in the kitchen of Bushnell. Twice in 24 hours. 

Once during the Blizzness.

“Clever, tight, attractive and informative. 

That sounds about right. You get their 

attention, but you don’t give ‘em too 

much.”

-Dave Knutson

“I’m not saying you shouldn’t take drugs. 

You are more than free to do what you 

want.”

-Pablo Toral

“One man thought he was a pink jaguar 

and leapt onto a deer from the branches: 

but the drugs were much stronger in the 

jungle.”

-Dan Shea

Out of Context Professor Quotes Hats Off/F*ck Off

IMAGES BY NICK STEPHANS

Chelonia 2011: Pictures 
feature dances choreographed 

by (clockwise from top left) 
Chris Johnson, Johnson, Nora 

Anderson, Jade Daugherty, 
and Sarah Wolf.

View these dances and more 
Friday 4th, Saturday 5th at 
8:00 pm, and Sunday 6th at 

2:00 pm. 
Tickets: $8.50 for adults, 
$5 for seniors and $4 for 

students.

We can dance if you want to, but don’t leave your friends behind (Bring them to Chelonia!)



Around the World in KD Days

Japan: Kinnichiwa KD!
2/7, 7-8pm

France: KD’s Parisian Cafe
2/11, 7-8pm

All events will be hosted at the Kappa Delta House, 836 Park
BTYB: Kappa Delta a proud member of IFPC

Beloit, otherwise known as Narnia. 

IMAGE BY NICK STEPHENS


